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Sola Fide  

(Romans 3:21–28) "21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart 

from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no 

distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified 

by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put 

forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s 

righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It 

was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the 

justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.  

27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law 

of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart 

from works of the law." 

 

A wealthy man decided to go on a trip to Europe for six months. Before 

leaving he went to the bridge under the freeway. There he found five homeless 

men. It was January—the time of year when the temperature never rises above 

freezing. The men were cold, wet, and hungry.  

He gave them the password to his house. “The door is locked, but just stand 

in front of it and shout “alone,” and it will open.” He was very specific. “This is not 

the password to all the other houses on the street. My house is different. Only the 

word “alone” will work. You can live there while I am gone. The freezer is full of 

rib steak. The cellar contains the world’s best aged wines. There is enough for all 

of you. Make yourself at home at my expense.”  

Then he left. The men were excited. They believed that he was generous. It 

was no trick. They believed everything that he said was true. They believed that 

he had given them full access. They quickly hopped a bus to his home. But by 

the time they arrived, they had forgotten the password. They tried “works.” They 

tried “sacraments.” They tried “indulgences.” But nothing worked. “Let’s break the 

door down,” one of then said.”   

They pushed. They pounded. They took an axe to the door. They asked the 

neighbor’s for help, but no one could not break in without the code word. The 

door was impregnable. They froze to death trying to get in.  
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When the rich man returned that Summer, he found five corpses in his front 

yard. He was brokenhearted. “What went wrong?” he wondered.  

The local paper ran a story. “How ridiculous. The rich man should have been 

more generous. He should have left the door unlocked. Or, maybe he should 

have programmed the door to accept any old password. The password to all the 

other houses was good deeds. That was the password to the Mormon house. It 

was the password to the Buddhist house. It was the password to the Muslim 

house. Why did this man need to be so particular?”   

The local media blamed everyone accept the five men who should have 

remembered the password.  

 

Obviously, this is a parable. It is a parable about the Reformation. The 

Reformation was a battle over the password. The password to God’s house is 

the word “alone.” The RC church had lost the password. Luther discovered it, 

and all the critics can say is “I can’t believe Catholics and Protestants would 

divide over something as petty as this one little word. Surely God is bigger than 

that. Why fight over minutiae.”  

But the truth is this. God has the right to make the password whatever he 

wants. Scripture is clear about the password. It is our responsibility to get it right, 

and remember it, or perish.  

We can sum up the Reformation teaching under five Solas—Sola Scriptura, 

Sola Christus, Sola Fide, Sola Gratia, and Soli Deo Gloria.  

We have discussed the first two—Sola Scriptura and Sola Christus.  

Sola scriptura means that the Bible is our final authority in matters of faith 

and morals.  

Sola Christus is the natural consequence of sola scriptura.  Salvation is 

through conscious faith in the work of Christ Alone.  

Today we now move to the third Sola, Sola Fide, i.e. Faith Alone. The 

question is obvious. If our salvation is through Christ’s atoning work alone, what 

must we do to access the benefits of that atoning work? We are like the 
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homeless men. We want access to the house. God wants us to know the 

password. It is “alone.”  

To get this password right men were willing to be burnt at the stake, suffer 

persecution from their families, forfeit their wealth and reputations. The password 

is very important. It is worth dividing over. It is worth fighting for. It is worth 

suffering for. It is worth dying for.  

Note: The Reformation did not occur because RC rejected God’s goodness, 

or the need for atonement. They believed in Christ’s work on the cross. They 

believed in penal substitution.  

The Reformation did not occur because RC reject salvation by faith. RCs 

believe in salvation by faith.  

The Reformation occurred because Catholics reject the word “alone.”  

It is our conviction that this word is infinitely important. For by rejecting the 

word “alone” RCs lost access to the house. They lost the ability to access the 

benefits of Christ’s atoning work. They insisted on another password—working. 

Therefore, the door to the house has been locked to them.  

They insist on working because their view of God’s holiness and man’s 

sinfulness are sub-biblical. That is why they minimize God’s righteous 

requirements for salvation. It is also why they maximize man’s ability to please 

God through human effort. 

For RCs God is small and man is big! 

But, the Bible teaches that God is infinitely holy and that we, by contrast, are 

exceedingly sinful and unworthy.  

Therefore, God’s salvation can only be received as a free gift. He insists on 

giving it because there is no other way for us to acquire it. He gives it to those 

who know the password—faith alone!  

 

A. THE PROMISE 

(Romans 1:16–17) "16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God 

for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in 
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it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous 

shall live by faith.”" 

 

B. THE PROBLEM  

1. The Wrath of God 

(Romans 1:18) "18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 

ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the 

truth." 

2. Final Judgment 

(Romans 2:5–11) "5 But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up 

wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed.  

6 He will render to each one according to his works: 7 to those who by patience in well-

doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life;  

8 but for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey 

unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury.  

9 There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does evil, the Jew 

first and also the Greek, 10 but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does 

good, the Jew first and also the Greek. 11 For God shows no partiality." 

3. The Universal un-Righteousness of Humanity 

(Romans 3:10–18) "as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; 11 no one 

understands; no one seeks for God. 12 All have turned aside; together they have 

become worthless; no one does good, not even one.”  

13 “Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.” “The venom of 

asps is under their lips.” 14 “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.” 15 “Their feet 

are swift to shed blood; 16 in their paths are ruin and misery, 17 and the way of peace 

they have not known.” 18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”" 

C. GOD’S SOLUTION: THE HUMILITY OF FAITH   

(Romans 3:21–28) "21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart 

from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—  

22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.  
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For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 

and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 

25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith.  

This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had 

passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so 

that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.  

God’s solution is faith, but not just any kind of faith.  

God’s solution is a particular kind of faith. It is a faith that humbles the one 

who Believes. It motivates us to forsake confidence in our good deeds as a way 

to secure our standing with God.  

It is an alien righteousness. It is outside of us.  

It is a passive righteousness. Christ performs it. We don’t.  

D. UNBELIEF’S SOLUTION: BOASTING IN WORKS 

27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law 

of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart 

from works of the law."   

E. WHAT ABOUT GOOD WORKS? SAVING FAITH IS ACTIVE 

Both RC and Evangelicals believed in the necessity of works. However, there 

is a life or death difference.  

RC believe that we need personal works to make us righteous so that we can 

get into heaven. (Infused righteousness).  

The Bible teaches that there is an alien, passive righteousness. God gives it 

as a free gift to all who know the password. It alone produces the changed lives 

that glorify God.  

Remember, the password to rich man’s house is the word “alone.” We are 

justified by “faith alone,” but saving faith is never alone. It’s best friend, 

sanctification, (good works) is always just two steps behind.  

Conversely, if sanctification is not two steps behind, then our faith is not real. 

It is not saving. How many good works do we need to show that our faith is real? 



  

6 of 7 

There is no set amount. It is never enough to merit God’s love. Just enough to 

show that your faith was real.  

Hebrews 11 defines faith for us.  

Heb 11:1 “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things unseen.”  

Heb 11:6 “Without faith it is impossible to please God. for whoever would draw near to 

God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.”  

The faith alone that saves us is never passive. It is always active.  

Vs 4 “By faith Abel offered.”  

Vs 7  “By faith Noah built an Ark for the saving of his household.”  

Vs 8 “By faith Abraham obeyed…and went out not knowing where he was going.”  

Vs 11 “By faith Sarah received power to conceive.”  

Vs 17 “By faith Abraham when he was tested, offered Isaac.”  

Vs 24 “By faith Moses refused to be called Son of Pharoah’s daughter.”  

Vs 29 “By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as on dry land.”  

Saving faith changes your relationship with your calendar.  

Saving faith changes your relationship with your wallet.  

Saving faith changes how you relate to your boss.  

Saving faith changes how you relate to your spouse.  

Saving faith changes how you relate to your children.  

F. SO WHAT?  

Make sure your faith is an “assurance” and a “conviction.”  

Put your trust in Hebrews 11:6. God is infinitely good. He loves to “reward 

those that seek him.”  

Are you trusting in your good deeds? Repent. Speak the password. 

Remember: The password is alone.  

Are you looking to your good works to produce the righteousness that you 

need for salvation, or are you looking to an alien righteousness to produce good 

works that glorify God?  
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Good deeds matter greatly. Don’t minimize their importance. Repent of 

laziness, apathy, and slothfulness. Just don’t forget this crucial fact. Good deeds 

will never get you into the rich man’s house.  The door never opens to “faith and 

works.” Those who use it will be shut out forever.  

Rather, good deeds are a fruit of living in the rich man’s house.   

The word “alone” is no small matter. In Galatians one Paul makes four 

statements about those who insist on salvation by faith plus deeds.  

(Galatians 1:6–8) "6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called 

you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 7 not that there is 

another one, but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of 

Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel 

contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


