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I. Sola Christus 

(Colossians 1:15–23) "15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 

creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created 

through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold 

together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the 

firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent.  

19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to 

reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the 

blood of his cross. 21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil 

deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present 

you holy and blameless and above reproach before him, 23 if indeed you continue in 

the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, 

which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became 

a minister." 

In June President Trump nominated Russel Vought to the position of deputy 

secretary in the Office of Management and Budget. Vought is an Evangelical. 

During the confirmation hearing, ex presidential candidate, Bernie Sanders, 

attacked Vought for a statement he made about Muslims. It was a statement 

Vought made to support Wheaton College’s decision to terminate a professor 

who had comprised her understanding of the exclusivity of Christ.  

“Muslims do not simply have a deficient theology. They do not know God because they 

have rejected Jesus Christ his Son, and they stand condemned.”  

Here is how Sanders responded. “In my view the statement made by Mr. 

Vought is indefensible, it is hateful, it is Islamophobia, and it is an insult to over a 

billion Muslims throughout the world. This country, since its inception, has 

struggled, sometimes with great pain, to overcome discrimination of all 

forms…we must not go backwards.”  

What did Mr. Vought do? He merely stated the historic position of all 

orthodox Believers. We call it Sola Christus—salvation is through conscious faith 

in Christ alone.  

Sanders, speaking for millions of other Americans, has labeled Sola Christus 
“hateful, Islamophobic, a form of discrimination like racism, and insulting.” Never 
mind that Muslims hold an identical form of exclusivity toward all non-Muslims.  
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In a culture that places a premium on inclusiveness, tolerance, and 

sensitivity, sola Christus is extremely offensive.  

Sola Christus exchanges inclusiveness for exclusivity.  

Motivated by love, Sola Christus exchanges tolerance of error for intolerance 

of error. (Not intolerance of people).  

Last, Sola Christus is about an inherently insensitive gospel. The gospel 

disturbs the comfortable. It commands all men everywhere to humble themselves 

and confess that they are sinners, that they have infinite need, and that they can 

never be good enough to earn God’s favor. It commands all men everywhere to 

repent of their sins, and cast themselves upon God’s mercy.  

Anecdote: Sharing the gospel with my father.  

We are discussing the Five Solas that define the Reformation. The five Solas 

caused the Reformation that split the Protestants from Rome.  

They are Sola Scriptura, Sola Christus, Sola Fide, Sola Gratia, and Soli Deo 

Gloria.  

Last week we discussed sola scriptura.  

Luther's notion of sola scriptura naturally leads to sola Christus. That is 

because Scripture teaches sola Christus.   

(1 Timothy 2:5) "For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and 

men, the man Christ Jesus.”  

What does this mean? It means that we cannot get to God through the 

mediation of a pastor or priest.  

We cannot get to God through a relationship with a saint. That includes Mary.  

We cannot get go God by partaking of the sacraments.  

We cannot get to God by buying Indulgences.  

We cannot get to God by working hard. Your personal best efforts will not 

help.   

We cannot get to God by joining the right church or denomination.  
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We cannot get to God through Mohammed, Buddha, Siddhartha, Yoga, or 

New Age belief.  

Christ alone is the bridge over which we approach God. Faith in Christ alone 

atones for our sins. Faith in Christ alone, coupled with a desire to obey him, and 

him alone is the only path of salvation.  

(1 Timothy 2:5) "For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and 

men, the man Christ Jesus.”  

Faith in Christ alone clothes us with the moral perfection (righteousness) that 

we must possess to enter heaven.  

That is because Christ alone died on the cross to exhaust the wrath of God 

that stands against us.  

Christ alone rose from the dead on our behalf.  

Christ alone will be our judge on the Last Day.  

Here is Scripture’s testimony.   

(Mark 16:15–16) "And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to 

the whole creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does 

not believe will be condemned." 

(John 3:18) "Whoever believes in [Christ] is not condemned, but whoever does not 

believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only 

Son of God." 

 (John 8:24) "I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that I am 

he you will die in your sins.”" 

(1 John 2:23) "Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also." 

 

A. SOLA CHRISTUS FROM TODAY’S TEXT 

Today text, Col 1:15-23, extols the greatness of Christ. Paul tells us that 

Christianity is all about Christ. He is the beginning and end. There is salvation 

nowhere else. He is all we need for salvation.  

1. Christ is the only “image of God.”  

"15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 
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Jesus is the perfect image of God that God created Adam to be.  

In his humanity, Christ is what we would have been like had Adam’s sin not 

occurred.  

“Firstborn” refers to his priority in terms of prominence.  

Application: God created you to be like Christ in holiness and godliness. 

Repent and obey.  

But God knows you can’t do that sufficiently, so the Gospel clothes you with 

Christ’s image and likeness, and on that basis we enter heaven.  

2. Christ is the Creator  

16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through 

him and for him. 

Out of nothing, nothing comes.  

The law of thermodynamics prove that matter is not eternal.  

Jesus created the material world.  

Jesus also created the spiritual world.  

All things were created “through him.”  

All things were created “for him.” He created angels and when they fell and 

became demons they were still created “for” him. 

This is a radically God-centered view of reality.  

Note: Paul didn’t say all things were created for us. God created the universe 

for us secondarily, but Christ primarily created all things for himself.  

3. Christ is the pre-existent One  

17 And he is before all things,  

Does this mean he dwells outside of time or in eternal time past, without 

beginning and without end?  

We don’t know for sure. But Paul words confirm that there was a beginning.  

4. Christ is Creation’s Superglue.   

17b “and in him all things hold together.”   
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Heb 1:3 “He upholds the universe by his word of power.”  

This means that Christ is hyper-present to us 24X7.  

 

It means that we are totally dependent upon Christ.  

How does Christ hold all things together?  

Christ’s word is the strong force that binds the nucleus of the atom together.  

This means that Christ’s word is all powerful.  

This means that should Christ quit holding all things together by his word of 

power, everything would instantly disappear.  

5. Christ is the only head of the church 

18 And he is the head of the body, the church.  

This means the Pope is not the head of the church.  

It means that no human leader is head of the church.  

It means no Elder or pastor is head of the church.  

It means that the job of church leaders is to point people away from 

themselves to Christ.  

It means that you cannot rely upon your pastor to mediate your relationship 

with Christ. Saving faith unites all Christians to the Head.  

6. The Pr-eminence of Christ is the only purpose of 
Creation  

He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be 

preeminent. 

Christ created us for the sake of his Pre-eminence. (The glory of Christ is the 

end of Creation).  

God designed the plan of salvation to make Christ pre-eminent.  

 

7. Christ is our only Savior 

19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to 

reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the 
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blood of his cross. 21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil 

deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present 

you holy and blameless and above reproach before him, 23 if indeed you continue in 

the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, 

which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became 

a minister." 

Our Problem? We were alienated from God. Why? “We were hostile in mind 

doing evil deeds” (Vs 21).  

God’s Solution? Christ!  Vs 22 “Reconciled in his body of flesh by his 

death.”  

Our Part? Believe, Repent, and Persevere. “23 if indeed you continue in the 

faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you 

heard." 

God designed this means of salvation for one reason: to make Christ “pre-

eminent.” Salvation through any other person, organization, etc. would 

immediately dilute the pre-eminence or glory of Christ. In the words of Jesus— 

“I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father but through 

me.” Jn 14:6.  

• Christ is the only Image of God 

• Christ is Our Creator 

• Christ is the Pre-existent One 

• Christ is Creations’ Superglue 

• Christ is the Only Head of the Church 

• The Pre-eminence of Christ is Creation’s purpose 

• Christ Is our Only Savior 

 

B. APPLICATION  

Worship 

Personal Evangelism: Share Sola Christus. Do not be ashamed of Sola 

Christus. “I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation 

to everyone who believes, first for the Jew and then also for the Greek.” 
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Church Mission: Because of Sola Christus, we give 10% of our budget to 

Missions.  

Family Devotions: Do you patiently teach your children Sola Christus. No 

fuzzy thinking here.  

Prayer for the lost: Sola Christus is a major motivation for evangelical prayer.  

How about Repentance: God wants us to repent from looking anywhere else 

for salvation. That includes our virtues and good works.  

Christ’s Pre-eminence: In this morning’s text we learned that creation, both 

visible and invisible, is from Christ, through Christ, and ultimately for Christ. He is 

the end. He is the object. Any compromise of Sola Christus dilutes this, and 

therefore, is profoundly sinful.  

  


