
 
Title:  Better than Treasure
Text: Prov 2:1-6
My son, if you receive my words and treasure up my commandments with you,
2 making your ear attentive to wisdom and inclining your heart to understanding;
3 yes, if you call out for insight and raise your voice for understanding,
4 if you seek it like silver and search for it as for hidden treasures,
5 then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God.
6 For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding;
 
Intro: Countless daily decisions: (Wear / Eat / Life / College / Married / New Job / Back to school / Raise kids)
 à We need wisdom!  
 
Definition: “The dictionary defines wisdom as “the ability to discern or judge what is true, right, or
lasting.” Knowledge, on the other hand, is “information” Knowledge can exist without wisdom, but not the
other way around. One can be knowledgeable without being wise. Knowledge is knowing how to use a gun;
wisdom is knowing when to use it and when to keep it holstered…
Knowledge is what is gathered over time through study of the Scriptures. It can be said that wisdom, in turn,
acts properly upon that knowledge. Wisdom is the fitting application of knowledge. Knowledge understands the
light has turned red; wisdom applies the brakes. Knowledge sees the quicksand; wisdom walks around it.
Knowledge memorizes the Ten Commandments; wisdom obeys them. Knowledge learns of God; wisdom loves
Him.”
 
Proverbs à The first verse of Proverbs states it’s purpose: “To know wisdom & instruction…”
 
(First UGM camp) à Flavor of Proverbs      Picture a Father earnestly pleading w/ his son
 
King Solomon (rich / late in life) compared Wisdom w/ Treasure à Wisdom is better than treasure
 
Prov 3:13-15 Blessed is the one who finds wisdom, and the one who gets understanding,
14 for the gain from her is better than gain from silver and her profit better than gold.
15 She is more precious than jewels, and nothing you desire can compare with her.
 
Prov 8:10-11 Take my instruction instead of silver, and knowledge rather than choice gold,
11 for wisdom is better than jewels, and all that you may desire cannot compare with her.
 
Prov 8:17-19  I love those who love me, and those who seek me diligently find me. 18 Riches and honor are with
me, enduring wealth and righteousness. 19 My fruit is better than gold, even fine gold, and my yield than choice
silver.
Why stress this? Because it’s not natural for us to think this way. People in general are crazy about
treasure.
 
Article: Forrest Fenn arrived in Santa Fe, New Mexico in the early 70s. He was described as a “mysterious,
square-jawed Air Force veteran with a small savings and a high school diploma — and quickly earned a
reputation as a treasure hunter.”
He amassed a collection of ancient artifacts ranging from handwoven Paiute baskets to Sitting Bull’s original
peace pipe. Within a decade, he became a multi-millionaire running an art gallery with $6 million in annual
sales, catering to clients like Steven Spielberg and Gerald Ford.
1988 – diagnosed with cancer and packed a treasure chest with hundreds of rare gold coins, gold nuggets jewels
and other artifacts.
Two decades later, around 2010, an aging Fenn decided it was time to cement his legacy: He left his home,
drove somewhere in the Rocky Mountains, and hid the chest. In a subsequent memoir, The Thrill of the Chase,
he revealed the treasure to the public and offered a 24-line poem containing nine ambiguous clues leading to its
precise location.”     (65,000 – 100s if not 1000s w/ two deaths)
 



he revealed the treasure to the public and offered a 24-line poem containing nine ambiguous clues leading to its
precise location.”     (65,000 – 100s if not 1000s w/ two deaths)
 
Solomon à Wisdom is far, far better than treasure but it doesn’t come easily, it must be earnestly
pursued…
 

I. Earnestly Pursue Wisdom
What does it look like to earnestly pursue wisdom?  (Read vs. 1-4)
Seeking silver & hidden treasures… - mining for Gold.  (??)
Placer mining –placer deposits (water extraction)
Hard rock mining – gold is encased in rock (drilling)  (deepest mine is 12,800 ft underground)
 
Far too many of us (and all of us from time to time) approach wisdom like lazy bum’s approach marriage –
(treasure & pursue a woman before marriage but take her for granted afterwards)
 
Not how Paul approached Christianity – Philippians 3:12-14 “Not that I have already obtained this or am
already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Brothers, I do
not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward
to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”
1 Cor 9:24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize? So run that you
may obtain it.     (vs. 1-5)     (If / Then you will find!)  It’s not a stab in the dark, if you diligently seek this
treasure, you will find it!
 
Are you pressing into the faith? Are you treating it as you would treat a competition? Or are you spiritually
speaking, a Lazy bum?    (Found Christ & my sins have been washed away, time to coast…)
 

II. Look to Jesus –
1. Acknowledge your problem receive forgiveness
2. Pray, Pray, Pray - (vs. 6) / James 1:5
3. Col 2:3 “In Christ are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” What is so spectacular

about Jesus? (he is the sum total ---) Psalm 16 “…fullness of joy & pleasures forevermore.”
4. Follow his example:  

Luke 2:49-52  49 And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my
Father's house?”[a] 50 And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. 51 And he went down with
them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her
heart. 52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature[a] and in favor with God and man.

a. Read the Bible – it’s all about him!
b. Go to church & pay careful attention
c. Seek advice

 
One commentator told the true story of a young man with a wealthy grandpa who gave him for his inheritance a
great big family bible with the following instructions: “If you read this, it will enrich your life…” → shelf
collecting dust  / 20 plus years later…
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