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Last year, our world experienced 200 billion tweets.
 

A. Definition: A tweet is either the chirp of a small young bird or a posting on the social
media website twitter.

B. It’s the second definition I’m referring to this morning.
C. As far as I know, I’ve never tweeted. But I did research maybe 100 different tweets

this past week and here is what I discovered: If you want to, you can tweet about
anything, anytime, anywhere.

D. Evidently, you can even tweet during church.
E. Some of my favorite tweets…..
F. As tweets go, those are pretty good. They are short, punchy, bite-sized statements

about some aspect of this earthly life.
 
There’s something about a tweet that we seem to resonate with.
 

A. We like short, punchy statements. Maybe we’re too busy and don’t have time for
much more. (lack head space, busy lives etc..?)

B. Maybe our attention spans really are only 8 seconds long (one less than a goldfish)
C. Or maybe God in his infinite wisdom knows that in certain situations and

circumstances, all we need and all we can handle is, well, a tweet.
D. Do you realize that God has given to us a whole book of ancient tweets? The book of

Proverbs.
E. Proverbs contains short, pithy, profound, bit-size, sometimes unforgettable, mostly

memorable nuggets of divine wisdom. (most important word in that sentence: divine)
F. This is what separates the 200 billion tweets read round the world and what we read

here in Proverbs.
G. Proverbs contains divinely inspired tweets that are every bit as inspired and useful to

make us wise unto salvation (2 Tim. 3:15) as every other book of the Bible.
H. Proverbs is the wisdom of God about the practical concerns of everyday life distilled

into small chunks.
I. Proverbs answers the universal question: How should I live my life? The answer:

Wisely. With wisdom. This is wisdom that works precisely because it is God’s
wisdom that is at work.

 
Proverbs covers the whole gamut of issue and challenges that we face as human beings.
 

A. In remaining weeks of our sermon series we’ll look at God’s practical wisdom about
such things as marriage, parenting, life/death, money and our words/speech.

B. The wisdom of Proverbs is that God calls us to submit every area of our life to him.
(even the seemingly ordinary, mundane and boring areas)

C. This book teaches that God cares about every detail of your life, the so-called spiritual
and secular.

D. God’s primary category of concern for you: Your heart.
E. Yes, God does care about your devotional life. But he also cares about whether or not

you returned the garden rake you borrowed from your neighbor 3 months ago.
F. God is interested in whether or not you completed your homework assignment on time

or met your work deadline. All these things matter to God and they should matter to
us.



F. God is interested in whether or not you completed your homework assignment on time
or met your work deadline. All these things matter to God and they should matter to
us.

G. Why? Because it’s in the nitty gritty stuff of this earthly life that you reveal who you
are really worshipping. It reveals whether or not we are walking in God’s wisdom or
whether or not we are fools.

H. If you allow it to, Proverbs will reveal whether you are with Jesus or walking your
own path, in your own wisdom, according to your way.

 
Our specific focus this morning has to do with our friendships. Proverbs has much to say about
this important subject.
 

A. Ground our study of friendships from Luke 5:17-28.
B. In its context, Luke confirms the full divinity of Jesus. Jesus actually performs two

miracles (forgiving sins and healing paralytic.)
C. Zero in this morning on the paralytic’s friends. (v18)
D. This man’s friends knew he needed to see Jesus, to be touched by Jesus. But there was

a problem: the crowds.
E. Wouldn’t you have loved to be in that circle of friends for this discussion?
F. They tore open a hole in the roof and lowered their paralyzed friend down because they

knew the most important thing they could do for their friend was to get their friend in
front of Jesus.

G. What does this say about the nature of biblical friendship? About a true friend?
H. If I tweeted it might read something like this: Wise friends helps others see Jesus,

especially in their time of need.
I. That’s what this paralytic needed. His friends needed to see Jesus. The crowds gathered

there needed to see Jesus.
 
A wise friend helps others see Jesus, especially in times of great need. How do we practically do
this? This is where we need to pay attention to the wisdom of Proverbs as it relates to
friendships. I want to draw out 3 qualities of wise (godly, grace-filled, God-saturated) friends.
 
First, a wise friend helps others see Jesus through their faithful presence. (Proverbs 18:24; 20:6)
 

A. In our digital age, its becoming more and more challenging to develop a friendship.
B. The wisdom of Proverbs 18:24 is that if you have one wise friend – one person in your

life that you can count on, who’s “got your back” – who is with you, you are blessed.
C. A friend that sticks closer to a brother is indeed the epitome of a close friend.
D. Not all who claim to be your friend are these kinds of friends. In fact, the number will

likely be quite small if we read Proverbs 20:6 closely…
E. Who is it in your life that is really with you? Who is that person who does not “go

away” but by their faithful on-going presence in your life helps you see Jesus?
F. C.S. Lewis: Friendships start out like this. “What? You too? I thought I was the only

one.”
G. You don’t have to have everything in common with another person to be a faithful

friend. (example…being with each other)
H. Not every conversation between faithful friends is memorable or even deep.
I. Example of Jesus and his disciples for 3 years. (Jesus did withdraw at times (wisdom)

yet was with his disciples for 3 years.)
J. Our faithful presence in the lives of others is just a small taste of what heaven is going

to be like when we are with Jesus for all eternity.
 
Second, a wise friend helps others see Jesus through their trustworthy counsel. (Proverbs 27:5-6;
9)
 

A. If all the teachings we had on wise friendships were contained in these 3 verses, here
is what we would learn:

B. 1) We don’t make good decisions on our own. 2)We need wise friends who love us
enough to tell us the truth about us and our lives. 3)Wise friends who help us make
wise decisions are gifts from God.



is what we would learn:
B. 1) We don’t make good decisions on our own. 2)We need wise friends who love us

enough to tell us the truth about us and our lives. 3)Wise friends who help us make
wise decisions are gifts from God.

C. The mark of a wise friend is that he/she gives and receives trustworthy counsel.
D. Most of us would rather give counsel than receive it. That’s because we would much

rather talk about other people’s sins and failures than our own.
E. The wisdom of these proverbs reminds us that “faithful – loving” are the wounds of a

friend.
F. One writer: “The definition of a best friend is someone who knows you well enough to

ruin you – but doesn’t.” (add “and helps you see Jesus”)
G. Friends sometimes wound their friends. (examples)
H. A wise friend will challenge you and provoke you. A wise spouse will do that. A wise

parent will do that. We need somebody in our lives who will come to us – or better
yes, we will go to them – and say “help me see clearly. Help me walk in God’s
wisdom. Keep me from being a fool.”

I. Maybe you are thinking “Sounds good but in the past people have tried to help me but
they actually made things worse…”

J. If you are sitting in this church and you look around and cannot find one person who
meets your qualifications to lovingly and truthfully correct you, you are the problem.

K. Pay attention to your own heart! (Confess, repent, walk in a new way)
L. Spiritual growth is hard but you cannot become wise without a wise friend speaking

wise counsel into your life.
M. Are you the kind of person who invites others to speak truth to you? Approachable?

Or do people who know you say “Can’t go there with Frank. That’s off-limits with
Brenda?”

N. Pray. Ask.
 
Third, a wise friend helps others see Jesus through their intentional care. (Proverbs 17:17; 25:19)
 

A. Proverbs 17:17 is the answer to the question “Who are my true friends?”
B. The answer: The person who is still there when trouble and adversity smack you right

in the face.
C. Hebrew: “at all times” is placed at the beginning of this proverb, emphasizing its

importance.
D. At all times – a wise friend loves, a wise friend cares.
E. We human beings don’t deal well with adversity and trouble on our own.
F. NT speaks of this kind of intentional care. (1 Cor. 13:7; Gal. 6:2)
G. David Powlison…
H. Here is what I need: Friends who know they are hopeless apart from the grace and

mercy of Christ and in their great need extend that same grace and mercy to me. That
person is a wise friend.

I. Proverbs 25:19. The folly of becoming friends with someone who does not care about
you.

J. In adversity and trial, putting your trust in someone who does not really care about you
is foolish. They will split.

K. Practical takeaway: Choose your friends wisely. One wise friend is far more important
than 50 fun friends on Facebook who say they like you.

 
Wise friends like the kind we are talking about this morning are a gift of God’s grace.
 

A. Even the best, wisest friend will disappoint and let you down. (we will do the same)
B. Proverbs 18:24 “There is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.” His name is Jesus.
C. Before you try to be a friend who helps others see Jesus, you must first see Jesus.
D. See Jesus dying, resurrected, ruling and reigning and returning.
E. We need to see this Jesus. (No one loves you more etc…)
F. Through the gospel, God has made it so that sinners likes us can be friends with Jesus,

our Savior. (John 15:15)
G. God is befriending you in Christ today. Jesus is the ultimate friend.
H. Why wouldn’t you want Jesus to be your friend? He knows everything about you and



our Savior. (John 15:15)
G. God is befriending you in Christ today. Jesus is the ultimate friend.
H. Why wouldn’t you want Jesus to be your friend? He knows everything about you and

still loves you.
 


