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Robert Robinson wrote “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” in 1757 when he was 22. 
 

A. “Prone to wander, Lord I feel it. Prone to leave the God I love.” 
B. We feel this don’t we? We know the reality. 
C. One of the reasons this is such a beloved hymn is because Robinson puts his finger 

on our common struggle. We “feel” our spiritual wandering acutely. 
D. Perhaps this is your song this morning. You are the wanderer. You are drifting 

spiritually. You feel it. 
 
The Hebrews understood wandering and drifting all too well. 
 

A. This whole book was written primarily to sincere Christians who were drifting and 
slowly wandering away from Jesus. 

B. The writer of Hebrews has a word for people like that – sluggish.  
C. This word brackets one main thought beginning in 5:11 and ending here in 6:12. 
D. You don’t need to be a Bible scholar to know that sluggishness or being a sluggard is 

not a good thing.  
E. Some translations: “lazy or no longer trying.” 
F. The good news of the gospel is that Jesus loves the spiritual sluggish, lazy, wandering 

folks. He died on the cross for us! 
G. And he still has a glorious future in store for us. 

 
Last week the author of Hebrews issued a stern warning: Don’t fall! 
 

A. If last week’s message was like a bucket of ice cold water thrown at us to rouse 
us/awaken us, this week’s message is noticeably different. 

B. It’s more like a soft towel being given to us to dry off, we are presented with a new 
change of clothes and a nice warm blanket to wrap around us. 

C. Much warm, pastoral, gracious encouragement in these few verses V9-12. 
D. Beloved. Literally “you whom I love.” This is the only time in the book of Hebrews he 

calls them beloved. (Not surprising given hard warnings in V4-8). 
E. The writer of Hebrews is confident – certain – that the Hebrews will heed the 

warnings. He is confident they are not going to give up and that they will keep going 
with Jesus and make it to the end. 
 

So we find in these verses great encouragement for our lives as well. Essentially the author of 
Hebrews is saying this: Keep going with Jesus. You have a glorious future that awaits you! And 
we find two strong encouragements to help us keep going with Jesus, all the way to the end. 
 



First, keep loving others. (V10-11) 
 

A. How many of you have ever thought: “Does anybody see what I’m doing/notice?” 
B. Church context: I’ve taught S.S. for 34 years and I don’t even get a lousy coffee 

card… 
C. These thoughts don’t make our “best of” moments as Christians do they? 
D. Loving others and serving the saints is a call to do lots of ordinary things faithfully, 

often without anybody saying thanks. 
E. It is a sacrifice. It can be painful at times. Even lonely. But not without hope! 
F. Yes, somebody does notice your sacrifice. Somebody does care about what you are 

doing. Yes, your service does matter. It matters to God! 
G. Even if no one ever thanks you and you never get a coffee card, God sees it all and is 

pleased by your loving service. 
H. In fact, it is God’s justice that will not allow him to forget or ignore your love for the 

saints. He “cannot not” notice. He sees clearly. He is just. 
 
The writer of Hebrews (V11) indicates that there is more at stake when we keep loving others 
than we might think. 
 

A. It’s not simply about making sure various positions are filled within the church. 
B. It’s not primarily about making our excel spreadsheet look pretty! 
C. When we serve and love others, God brings assurance in our hearts that we really do 

belong to him. 
D. Loving others in practical ways produces assurance in our hearts that we will endure 

to the end. Our faithfulness in loving the saints fuels our assurance and hope that we 
do in fact possess genuine faith. 

E. When you doubt your salvation…or feel yourself drifting even just a bit…what should 
you do? Show up! 

F. Serve in the nursery. Take your turn on the security team. Don’t skip out on your 
week in the tech booth, share a meal with another family etc.. 

G. God uses your loving service not just to bless others but so that you might know that 
are truly saved. 

H. As you keep loving the saints, you show that God’s grace really has captured your 
heart. 

I. Examples here at GCF… 
J. If you really care about the state of your soul…if you know you are spiritually drifting 

even just a bit….keep loving the saints in practical ways. 
K. Seems true that it tends to be lazy, sluggish Christians who wander away and who 

are far more prone to doubt and despair. 
L. The people that I am most concerned with are those who seem content not to 

struggle at all. 
M. Keep loving others. God will bring greater assurance to your own heart that you 

belong to him and you will make it to the end. 
 



You have a glorious future. Keep loving others.  
 
Second, keep trusting the promises of God. (V12) 
 

A. The encouragement here is to be imitators of those men and women who kept 
trusting the promises of God, despite some very serious obstacles. 

B. Hebrews 11 definition of faith: NIV “Faith is being sure of what we hope for and 
certain of what we do not see.” 

C. It will take both faith and patience for us to trust in God’s promises. 
D. We all struggle here…you don’t need to be drifting or wandering to struggle with 

trusting the promises of God. 
E. Some of us are highly skilled in worrying. Why trust God when you can worry? It’s so 

easy.. 
 
John Piper: “The great battle of the Christian life is to keep trusting God patiently, until he freely 
gives us our final inheritance.” 
 

A. We want to fight well, battle well, struggle in a way that honors God. 
B. We do this by rubbing our noses in the promises of God and keeping them there 

until we actually begin to believe them in our hearts. 
C. Some of us give up way too easily. The promises of God don’t connect with our daily 

lives. 
D. We would all flourish spiritually much more if we spent concentrated time 

considering the promises of God for us. 
E. I want to help us do that this morning. 
F. The Bible is a book full of promises. (some estimate around 3000!) 
G. Some promises apply to unique and specific situations. (Ex. Abram in Gen.12) 
H. Apostle Paul in 2 Cor. 1:20: All the promises of God are Yes in Christ Jesus! 
I. So in a Christ-centered way, all the promises of God are yes for you and for me. 

 
Listen to several of these promises of God given to the sincere believer in Jesus Christ: 
 

A. God promises to forgive your sins. (1 John 1:9) 
B. God promises to never leave you or forsake you. (Hebrews 13:5-6) 
C. God promises to hear your prayers. (1 John 5:14-15) 
D. God promises to finish the good work he has begun in you. (Philippians 1:6) 

 
These promises of God are sure and steadfast. These are the sorts of promises we are to bank 
our lives on. To build our lives on.  
 

A. Keep trusting the promises of God. 
B. If you are a Christian, a glorious future awaits you. 
C. Don’t fall away. Keep going with Jesus. Keep loving others. Keep trusting his 

promises. 



D. And by God’s grace, we will make it to the end. 
 
 
 
 


