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At one point this past week, I looked over our previous sermons from our series in 1 
Corinthians.

Preaching on such texts as food sacrificed to idols, head coverings, prophecy, 
circling back to tongues, prophecy and why women are to be silent in the 
corporate worships service…..and today….our subject is on giving.
I’m really excited to get to 1 Cor. 15 and preach that. (gospel, resurrection, more 
gospel, more resurrection, more gospel etc..)
Elders agreed that we should spend this Sunday thinking carefully about giving.
As a church, we don’t talk about giving every Sunday. Nor do we never mention 
it.
Our approach here is wonderfully simple and biblical: We talk about what the 
Bible talks about, as it comes up in the text.
We’ll do it in love…but we will do it!
Does the Bible talk about money? Yes. (statistics…)
Jesus talks a great deal about money and possessions. Paul addresses (more 
narrowly) the issue of giving.

Two main reasons to discuss financial giving now:

We have slightly revised our position paper on giving and wanted you to know that.
Our giving as a church is down thus far in 2018.
No need for panic or alarm. (conversation with Steve Lady.)
God has been so good and kind to us over the history of our church.
We praise God for your generosity. We are thankful for you. We want you to know that 
your elders are praying and thinking about out current giving trends with this in mind.

Show 2 slides….

Where does your giving go? What does it support?

Broadly speaking, your financial giving goes to support the ministry of the gospel here in 
Spokane and around the world.
Practically, it supports pastors to be freed up to do what we do – preach, teach, counsel, 
administrate, care for etc..
It pays the heating and cooling bills and keeps the lights on and this past year, pay for a 
shiny new elevator because we want to obey the law.
Your giving supports church plants in Oakland, Tokyo, Vancouver and gospel work in 



Belgium. (any questions, talk to Steve Lady or an elder)

Here is our positon as elders, as it pertains to giving:

We are convinced by Scripture and convicted by conscience that we are to be a generous 
people.
Followers of Jesus are to be generous in all aspects – including giving of money to 
support gospel ministry in the local church.
Paul refers to this in 2 Cor. 8 as “the grace of giving.” (V7 NIV)
God’s people are to be generous. (Not a Pauline concept or NT idea)
God’s people were always supposed to be a generous people, even in the OT.
Under the Law, the faithful Israelite gave 3 tithes.
The first tithe went to support the Levites. (Numbers 18:21-24)
The second tithe was a festival tithe to be eaten in celebration when the Israelites visited 
Jerusalem for worship.
The third tithe was the poor tithe, 10% over 3 years. (3% per year)
All totaled, the faithful Israelite would tithe roughly 23% of his income every year.
God’s people were always called to be a generous people!!!
Example: my dad…
If you are convinced the OT tithe law is still binding on New Covenant Christians, great. 
Be faithful in that.
We would simply say that the tithe is a great place to start….but not necessarily to finish.
God owns it all, whether a little or much. OT tithe is the “floor and not the ceiling.”
We would emphasize (in our position paper) what Paul does in our text: grace giving
Grace giving is motivated by the grace of God given for us in Christ Jesus.
It’s a response to the grace of God, not given out of duty, obligation, guilt or even 
obedience.

I want to draw out 6 characteristics of grace giving, from our text this morning:

Number 1: Grace giving is rooted in God’s grace for us. (V1)

Paul does not begin with the generosity of Macedonian churches. He begins with “the 
grace of God given” to them.
Our God is a generous God and He makes His people a generous people.
Grace giving is a heartfelt response to God for His generosity.
Has God been good to you? Generous with you?
If He has not, then there is no practical reason to give anything.
God is the author of all life and gives you breathe and life etc…
To say nothing of our salvation in Christ and all of the spiritual riches that are ours 
because of Christ.

Number 2: Grace giving is sacrificial. (V 2-4)



There was never a “right time” for these Greek churches to give.
Their grace giving was a severe test of affliction – hardship. Why? Extreme poverty.
Paul affirms (v3) they gave according to their means and beyond.
Grace giving hurts. You feel it. It impacts your daily life. Your daily needs and necessities 
are affected.
Sacrificial giving will look different for most of us… (examples)
Important question: Ask not how much should I give….but how much should I keep? 
How much do I really need?

Number 3: Grace giving is joyful. (V2-4)

Notice Paul’s giving strategy: Severe trial plus overwhelming joy plus extreme poverty 
equals a wealth of generosity!
Defies common sense or cultural sense.
Grace giving is not dependent on our immediate circumstances. Grace giving is 
dependent on God who is sovereign over our circumstances.
Most remarkable thing about Greek churches was not their affliction or severe poverty 
but their overwhelming joy in the midst of their dire circumstances.
How could this be? Only by recognizing God’s generous grace for them.
V4: They were “begging to give…”
Do you give joyfully? Sometimes? Never? Not sure, don’t really think about it…
God loves a cheerful giver (2 Cor. 9:7). The more we recognize His favor – generosity – 
to us, the more our giving will be joyful.
Should I wait to give until I am happy? No. God loves a cheerful giver and He grants 
mercy to the miserable giver. (GCF will redeem your mostly miserable giving)

Number 4: Grace giving is an act of faithful stewardship to Christ. (V5)

People gave themselves to Christ first. Surrendered heart and submitted life.
Speaks of whole-hearted commitment to Jesus, in every area of life, including our giving.
That’s why giving – money – is not primarily a financial issue. It is first and foremost a 
spiritual issue. (hearts)
It involves our deepest desires and wants and needs and often times reveals our deepest 
fears and insecurities and concerns.
Are you generous or greedy? Do you unnecessarily “hoard” and call it “wise planning for 
the future” or frivolously spend money and call it “charity and kindness and meeting the 
need?”
God owns it all. We are His stewards. Managers.
God calls us not to “radical giving” but faithful giving. (retirement, inheritance, wise 
planning etc…)
Seek counsel. Pray. Ask wise friends for wisdom.

Number 5: Grace giving is a gift of the Holy Spirit. (V7)



Corinthians excelled in many gifts. Included in that list was giving.
We should think about the gift of giving like other spiritual gifts. Many of the spiritual 
gifts are generously bestowed in some measure on all believers and given in special 
measure to some. (evangelism, faith, service etc..)
All Christians are called to be generous but not all Christians are given the particular gift 
of giving.
God has seen fit to gift some people with significant financial means and a heart to give 
abundantly in order to build up the church.

Number 6: Grace giving is an expression of the gospel. (V8-9)

Grace giving reflects the gospel.
Paul not commanding Corinthians to be generous. (voluntary, not under compulsion 
etc…)
Corinthians rightly understood that tithing/giving would not save their souls. Only the 
blood of Jesus could do that.
Jesus willingly, freely, offered His body to be sacrificed on the cross to rescue sinners 
from sin.
Corinthians had personally experience the grace of God in Christ that changed them.
The “exchange.” (Christ, though rich, became poor, for our sake)
Paul not referring to financial terms here.
As we reflect more and more on the cross (gospel) we better understand the generosity of 
God for us.

If God has not been good to you, you have no reason to give generously. 

But you are still dead in your sins. Greatest need is for Christ.
Giving reminds us of the imprint the gospel leaves on our hearts.
In giving to support the gospel ministry of GCF, we are proclaiming Jesus as Lord.
The gospel worked in our hearts then moves out of our hearts.
Gospel always produces generous people. 


