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Valentines Day on Wednesday February 14:

Suppose I bring Becky a bouquet of flowers….
Then I take her out to dinner – the kind of meal that doesn’t involve a box, a 
bucket or a bag…
When we return home, I give her a little black box with a sparkling treasure in 
it…
But I do all these things out of a sense of duty, because I’m obligated as her 
husband.
If all of this were to happen as I described, would Becky be “feeling the love?”

Our text this morning in 1 Cor. 13 is a passage about love.

Love lived out. Love in real life. Love in the local church.
This church in Corinth was experiencing all kinds of things towards each other – 
but love was not high on their list.
Paul exhorts/encourages/corrects them with this text.
1 Cor. 13 is a familiar text for many here…(weddings, sympathy cards, etc..)
This passage has made it all over the world – praise God – but my concern this 
morning is whether or not it has made it into your heart and mine.

Paul would have good reason to wonder whether or not the Corinthians were 
understanding the importance of love at all.

No first century troubled Paul like these Corinthians.
No church was more taxing on Paul personally than these Corinthians.
Paul not only tells them but shows them love in action as he cares for them.

One of the first things we notice about 1 Cor 13 is that it comes after 1 Cor 12 and before 
1 Cor 14.

1 Cor. 12:1: “Now concerning spiritual gifts.”
Paul has instructed the church that spiritual gifts are “from the Spirit,” there are a 
variety of gifts and the local church will flourish best when all the members of the 
body are using their gifts.
In 1 Cor. 14, Paul concludes his teachings on spiritual gifts by looking specifically 
at prophecy and tongues.
Smack in the middle of his instructions on spiritual gifts is chapter 13. Why?



Not like Paul sitting around trying to think about what to say about love. No.
This is not Paul waxing poetically about love. He is writing to this group of 
believers because he is concerned about whether they are actually loving each 
other – or not.

Given what you know about the Corinthians, what would you say to them?

Human tendency to say “forget it. You are not ready. Moving on from any and all 
spiritual gifts.”
Notice Paul’s approach: 1 Cor. 12:31b: “I will show you a still more excellent way!”
The way of love. Love for one another. Love in real life. Love in the nitty gritty details of 
life. The Corinthians were stuck and needed a more excellent way forward.
Some of you here this morning need a more excellent way. (marriage, relational strain, 
wayward child, demanding boss etc..)
Would you be willing to take God at His Word and allow Him to show you His more 
excellent way?

Paul says this more excellent way – the way of love – is what really matters most and its 
what will make all the difference in our lives and in our church.

Read V1-3.
In these verses Paul tells the Corinthians there is something far more important than 
exercising their gifts, something that transcends whatever gifts they may have, something 
that if it is not there, renders all the gifts useless, worthless and of no value. That 
something is love!
The very gifts the Corinthians took so much pride in are the exact gifts that Paul uses to 
make his point. (5 gifts)
V1: Tongues: You can exercise your gift of tongues and wow people and make people 
think “that is a person filled with the Holy Spirit….but Paul says not so fast. Not 
necessarily.”
If you speak in tongues and are expressive in worship and filled with all kinds of outward 
emotion to give the appearance of piety and a deep spiritual experience….but have not 
love, its just a bunch of noise. (irritating, frustrating)
Speaking in tongues is not proof that you are filled with the Holy Spirit. Love is.
Love is proof that a person is full of the Holy Spirit, not any particular giftedness.

Paul’s second example is in V2: 

He mentions 3 gifts: prophecy, knowledge, faith.
All three of these gifts were highly valued by the Corinthians such that they looked down 
on other believers who did not have these gifts.
It’s easy to do, isn’t it?
Gift of knowledge. Some of you are really smart. You read Calvin for breakfast, Luther 
for lunch and Spurgeon for supper…



You can defend the faith, argue the faith, debate the faith but Paul says you can possess 
an ocean of knowledge with hardly a drop of real love. (Dever..)
Your vast knowledge is nothing before God if you do not love others. If nobody measures 
up to you intellectually (preaching, counseling, ethics, church history etc..) Paul says 
whatever skill you have in this area is nothing. 
Practically, it makes you a very prickly person to be around. (Can’t get too close, stay 
away from certain subjects etc..)
Are you a prickly person? Might humbly ask people around you.

Third example: V3: Sacrifice.

Paul pulls out all the stops on this one. We tend to think martyrdom must be honoring to 
God, has to be honoring to God. 
Yet Paul is saying that even such a great personal sacrifice can be done in selfish, self-
congratulatory ways.
If so, that kind of sacrifice doesn’t count for anything if there is no love.
Let’s add it all up: One theologian: “Five minus one equals zero.” Five spiritual gifts 
minus love equals spiritual zero. Divine math!
If you do not have love, the best that can be said about you is what Paul says here: You 
are a noisy windbag, you are nothing, you gain nothing. Nothing else matters without 
love.
The Corinthians were far too occupied with drawing attention to themselves (Look at me) 
rather than Look to Christ.
Do you see the gift you have been given by God is to build up others and not puff up 
yourself?
So thankful for so many gifted people here at GCF. God has been good and gracious to 
us. 

The Corinthian church possessed all kinds of spiritual gifts – off the charts – yet without 
love.

You might think “I hear you on the importance of love but it’s not really my spiritual 
gift.”
Love is not a gift that some Christians have and some do not. Without love, you are not a 
Christian at all. Without love, all your giftedness, abilities, uniqueness, personality 
strengths are worth nothing.
Without love, you cannot call yourself a Christian because you are not one.

When I’m meeting to counsel a person I typically ask “how did you get here?”

Paint me a picture. Help me understand how you got stuck.
How did the Corinthians “get stuck?”
Seems clear that their basic problem was not a lack of love….it was misguided and 
misdirected love. The Corinthians loved themselves far too much and it showed.



We here at GCF may not struggle in exactly the same ways. Yet, at root, so many of the 
things we struggle with and our frustrations with ourselves or others are at root problems 
of love – misguided and misdirected love.
We love ourselves and our gifts far more than we ought to and way more than what is 
honoring to Jesus.
I love me. Always have. Always will…..
Nobody can compete with you loving you…not spouse, kids, friends..
Paul says “I will show you a more excellent way.”

Real change in your life will occur when you begin to love yourself less.

To think of yourself as little as possible. That is the more excellent way.
It begins with a person – Jesus Christ.
Jesus loves His church – yes – which means that He loves you.
He loves the way He created you in His image and gifted you uniquely.
Jesus really loves you. The only thing stronger than our love for ourselves is the deep, 
deep love of Jesus for you. You are deeply loved by God in Christ – He died for you, He 
lives for you.
You can find real rest, hope, peace, joy, contentment in the love of Christ for you.
What is your aim in life? To be loved by others or to seek to love others?

What kind of love is this?

“Agape” love. Prior to Jesus, this word was hardly used in the writing and literature of 
the NT.
After the earthly ministry of Jesus, agape came into clearer focus, thanks to Jesus.
Agape: others centered concern that comes at a price.
“I love you and I know it is going to cost me to love you.”
“I will still love you even when it hurts to do so.” That’s apape love.
It cost Jesus to love and rescue us. Jesus loved us in the more excellent way by dying on 
the cross for us.

The church, by God’s design, is to be a place where agape love is to flourish.

Jesus in John 13:34…
The local church – GCF – is built on agape love and will only flourish as we grow in it.
John Owen: “The church is like a bundle of sticks…”
Put on love (Col. 3:14) which binds everything together in perfect harmony.
This is our call and sacred responsibility. 
This is how the church – imperfect as we are – becomes as Spurgeon has so beautifully 
said, the dearest place on earth!


