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Time Magazine 1992: Why are men and women different?
Time Magazine 2017: Beyond He and She: How a new generation is redefining the meaning of 
gender.

Evidently, we have evolved quite a bit in the last 25 years.

A. Current debate is to redefine such traditional categories and move beyond to gender
neutral pronouns “ze” and “zir.”

B. Professor Jordan Peterson (UT).
C. Hard to believe we are living in a time and place where we are having to defend the 

simple fact that boys and girls are different, that men and women are fundamentally
different and even more that these gender distinctions are in fact GOOD!

D. Gender is God’s domain. God’s decision. God’s good and wise plan for human 
flourishing.

E. The two sexes – male and female – are created by God to reflect these differences.
F. In our day, this kind of talk is controversial – and becoming more controversial.
G. Narrow-minded vs progressive, creative, innovative
H. One of our great needs as Christians is to be faithful to the Word of God, not 

innovative, creative or forward thinking.
I. Let us be a people who take our cues not from our culture or from what is popular 

but let us be faithfully obedient – imperfectly, yes – but faithfully obedient to God 
and His Word.

Let’s be faithful to Paul’s teaching here in 1 Cor 11.

A. In this text, Paul instructs the church in Corinth about gender distinction, particularly
as it pertains to the wearing of head coverings in corporate worship.

B. That is Paul’s practical concern. He talks quite a bit about it. Yet, this passage is not 
simply about hairstyles and head coverings.

C. It is about God’s good order and His creation mandate that men and women live and
worship in such a way that reflects their good and holy gender differences, all for the
glory of Christ in the church.

D. This is, indeed, a hard text, for several reasons. Certain commentators…
E. I approach this text with a good deal of humility.
F. Let me begin by “laying my cards” on the table: I do not think that Paul’s teaching 

here on head coverings for women in worship is binding on godly women today.
G. I am aware that some sisters think differently. I respect that. I am simply not 

persuaded by Scripture that head coverings are to be the normative practice for 
Christian women in public worship. 



This was, however, a problem in Corinth.

The problem:

A. We read of the practical problem in V4-6.
B. Some women (wives) in Corinth were worshipping (praying and prophesying) 

without a covering on their heads.
C. Why was this such a big deal? Need to understand 1st century Greek culture.
D. When the church gathered in Corinth for worship, nobody “dressed up.”
E. They simply came dressed to church in their normal everyday attire. So, men came 

without a head covering and women came with them.
F. In Greco-Roman culture, women had long hair and men short hair. For women, hair 

that was neatly up – perhaps covered in some way, maybe tied up – was a sign of 
dignity and decorum, especially if married.

G. For women to wear their hair down – uncovered – was not seen as a good thing. In 
Corinthian culture, the only women who wore their hair down were considered to 
be prostitutes or women with loose morals.

H. The problem then, in the church: Married women were “letting their hair down.”
I. Apparently in the excitement and thrill of corporate worship, some wives were 

untying their hair, throwing back their heads and corporate worship became a free 
for all.

J. It was a big distraction, for both men and women.

Remember, this passage is about hairstyles and head coverings. But it’s not simply about 
hairstyles and head coverings.

A. For a married woman to “let her hair down” in worship in Corinth was to bring 
shame upon her husband.

B. It was a sign of rebellion and that she was seeing herself as being unmarried and 
therefore no longer under the authority of her husband.

C. Paul in V5-6. Hair up for these Corinthian women was a sign that she was married 
and under her husband’s authority.

D. To let her hair down was to shame her head – her husband – and deny that she was 
married.

E. Simple application: If you are a married woman, you should look – and act – like a 
married woman. Especially in corporate worship.

That is why this passage is not just about hairstyles and head coverings in Corinth. It is about 
God’s good order for his creatures and rejoicing in the differences between men and women.

A. Paul’s timeless principle in V3. This is the main point of the passage.
B. This principle is rooted in the Trinity (v3) and creation (v7-9).
C. The Divine Order: God. Christ. Husband. Wife.
D. The husband is no more superior to his wife than God is superior to Christ.



E. Christ chose to submit himself to his Heavenly Father so the wife should choose to 
submit herself to her husband. (keep your hair up)

F. Equality in value but different in roles, like the Trinity.
G. Jesus the Son was equal in being with God the Father yet under the headship of God 

the Father.
H. John 6:38: Jesus demonstrated his willing submission to his Heavenly Father all the 

way to the cross.

What Paul is doing here is merely applying the truths of the Trinity to marriage, in corporate 
worship.

A. In marriage there is a God-given equality – equal access to God, equal value in God’s 
eyes – yet husband and wife are created to be distinct and with different roles.

B. Complementarian position: By God’s design, men and women are to complement 
each other, not compete with each other.

C. They bring out the best in each other, as they are seeking to fulfill their God-given 
roles and responsibilities. This is God’s best design for human flourishing.

Notice (v3) that both men and women are under authority. Husbands don’t get a free pass.

A. All men and women (single and married) should want to live willingly and joyfully 
submitted to Jesus Christ the King.

B. The problem is that we human beings don’t like to be under anyone’s authority.
C. Genesis 3 – Adam and Eve.
D. Genesis 3:16: the wife will seek to usurp her husband’s authority, the husband will 

seek to dominate or abdicate.
E. Headship in the Bible: Ephesians 5:25
F. Guys – husbands – its on you and its on me to sacrificially love and lead our wives in 

a Christ-like way.
G. Wives – honor God and your husbands by humbling submitting to his headship…

even as he loves you imperfectly. (and he will)
H. This kind of loving selfless headship is to be celebrated and cherished and worked 

out in every godly marriage.

So Paul is teaching us that by God’s design, men and women are different and these differences
are to be reflected in God’s good order of creation, in the marriage relationship and in the 
church.

A. Our worship together is intended to give God glory. (v7-10)
B. It’s not than man is made in the image of God and woman is not. 
C. V7: Paul is saying that woman was created out of man and for his sake. She was 

made from him and for him to be his helper, his companion.



D. For the wife in Corinth, wearing her hair up – tied – was a visible sign that she was 
her husband’s God-appointed helper and her desire to honor her head – her 
husband.

E. Application: Both men and women are to glorify God in the corporate worship 
service, in the practical outworking of their different roles and functions.

F. No sense of different = inferior. 
G. V11-12: Paul gives equal weight that husbands and wives are one in Christ, totally 

bound up with each other, inseparable and dependent on each other.
H. Christian worship – marriage – is best expressed when together, husband and wives 

live in dependently on Christ and each other. We need each other!

Practical application in Corinth – v13-16.

A. Paul (v14) means that which is normal or natural in one’s culture.
B. So, men with long hair in the Corinthian culture was not normal or natural in the 

same way that women with long hair was normal and natural for a woman.
C. That might vary from one culture to the next – from Corinth to Spokane.
D. Paul’s point: In any given culture, men and women are supposed to look and act 

differently, by God’s design. Men should look like men. Women should look like 
women.

E. And the way that both men and women display these differences are to bring glory 
to Christ in the church.

This passage is about hairstyles and head coverings. Yet, it’s not simply about this.

A. It is about our hearts for Christ and before Christ. Our heart for Christ reflected in 
the closest of human relationships – marriage – and in the most sacred of times in 
our week – corporate worship.

B. Wives: consider your relationship with your husband. 
C. Does your husband know that you are for him and not against him? Is he convinced 

of this?
D. Husbands: does your wife know your heart for her? Are you willing to sacrifice your 

rights for her sake? What small steps of loving leadership can you take this week to 
bless her?

E. All of us – single or married – need the grace and mercy of Christ if we are to flourish
spiritually and live according to God’s gracious and wise design.

F. In the midst of confusion over gender identity in our culture, we have great 
opportunities to speak well of the gospel and testify to the grace of Christ.

G. To show our culture not just that men and women are different, by God’s design. 
But to show them the difference that knowing and loving Jesus makes.

H. To show them the only way to be truly happy – is to follow God’s good and wise 
design for life.


