
Title:  Draw Near & Hold On! 
Text:  Heb 10:19-25 
Pray: 
Opening Illustration: Life is full of Indicatives & Imperatives and it’s important to understand 
how they relate with one another. 
Ex:  How would you respond if I said: “Get out!” vs. “The building is on fire, Get out!” 
 (W/O the truths the Command doesn’t make sense…) 
 
Real Life example:  5th Grade Spring Break: My parents told me to come straight home from 
school. 
It was a strong Imperative (command). 
The context contains two Indicatives & three Imperatives – watch how they relate with each 
other… 
 
“Nelson children, Since your dad has made all the arrangements for a trip to Oregon / 
Disneyland. He has taken care of all the planning and made sure we have adequate funds, time, 
& transportation. And since Dad is able to execute this plan (two indicatives)  
Let us come straight home from school and hop in the car so we can leave (fully confident in 
Dad’s plan) & Let us remain confident that my dad wont get distracted, take a wrong turn, lead 
us into a dead end or fail to deliver for any other reason because he has shown himself to be a 
man of his word. And lastly, Let us encourage each other (as siblings) to make haste so we can 
leave. 
 
Our text this morning contains two Indicatives & three imperatives as well. The two indicatives 
are simply summary statements of the gospel truths we’ve learned in Hebrews thus far. And 
these two Indicatives (gospel truths) drive the following three Imperatives (gospel commands).   
 
Proposition:  Gospel Truths drive Gospel Obedience 
 

I. Two Gospel Truths 
a. Gospel Truth #1:  We have confidence to enter the holy places: 

 
i. Who – Christians 

19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter… 
Objection:  exclusive!   
 
(Manito Golf & Country Club – to become a member you have to have $. In addition to $ you 
have to be nominated by the members & that nomination is subject to approval by the 
membership committee & board of trustees) 
 
Under the old system, the HP (alone) was able to enter the holy place and only once a year. 
Now each and every Christian is able to enter with confidence. 
 
Still sound exclusive? 



Rom 10:11-13  “For the scripture says: ‘Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.’ 
For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing 
his riches on all who call on him. For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
 
Transition: Who has confidence to enter? Christians 
 

ii. Where do Christians have confidence to enter?  The holy places 
(vs. 19) Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places …  
 
I grew up in a Christian home. I had confidence I could enter into church every Sunday with my 
parents but that didn’t mean I wanted to be there.  
 
Why would Christians want to enter the holy places? 
The most holy place in the temple had artwork, carvings and furniture meant to symbolize the 
Garden of Eden (the place of perfection). The place where Adam & Eve dwelt in the very 
presence of God with all their needs met: Relational & Physical. (Ps 16)  
 
We have confidence to enter into community with God himself! 
 

iii. Why do Christians have confidence to enter?  Because Jesus shed his 
blood 

(vs. 19-20) Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood 
of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through 
his flesh,  
 
Under the old covenant, Imperfect priests (who were dying themselves) offered dead sacrifices 
(Curtain – shouted “stay away!”)… 
 
Gospel Truth #1:  We have confidence to enter the holy places by the perfect high priest who is 
himself the way the truth and the life. His own blood became the perfect and permanent 
sacrifice for our sins. 
 

b. Gospel Truth #2:  We have a great priest over the house of God. 
(vs. 21) and since we have a great priest over the house of God,  
 
He is a great priest:  the other priests weren’t great. They were sinners. Some of them abused 
the people. None of them shed their own blood & all of them died eventually. 
 
He is over the house of God: He belongs there, it’s his house… 
Illustration: #1 wrestling w/ Rob in Japan 
 
Transition: Two Gospel Truths: Because of Jesus’ life death and resurrection, We have 
confidence to enter the holy places; & Since Jesus is our great high priest who owns the house, 



he is able to make our entrance secure.    (before we move on to the imperatives (commands) 
it’s critical to grasp these truths – (chp 1-10) 
 

II. Three Gospel Commands  (Greatest Commandment: Love God & Love Neighbor) 
 

a. Command #1:  Let us draw near       (Love God) 
(vs. 22) let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled 
clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.  
 
(1 Peter 3:18) For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he 
might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 
 
Why wouldn’t we want to actively draw near to our God? 
 
(“I am the God who delivered you from bondage, therefore, open your mouth wide, that I may 
fill it…”)     
Knowing all that he has done for us in the past, knowing all that he is doing for us in the 
present, and knowing his amazing plans for us in the future…   Drawing near to God is in our 
best interest! 
(Ps 16) (Ps 36)  
 
How do we draw near? 
(vs. 22) let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled 
clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.    
 
Full assurance of faith is key: How do we get this?   Word & Prayer 
(Rom 10:17) “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.”   
(Mark 9:24) “Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help my 
unbelief!” 
(hear the word, read the word, memorize the word, pray)         (Not instant, think decades…) 
 
Transition:  With your eyes and hearts fixed on these two Gospel Truths à We now have 
confidence to enter the holy places because of our great high priest (Jesus) who owns the 
house à Command #1 – Let us draw near! 
 

b. Command #2:  Let us hold fast! 
(vs. 23) Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is 
faithful.  
 
What are we to do? Hold fast – cling, grasp, fight    (It’s not easy)  
 
Hold fast to what? – “the confession of our hope w/o wavering…” 

A formal statement of doctrinal belief intended for public avowal …  hold fast this 
confession w/o wavering.  



 
(Acts 4:13) “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were 
uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been 
with Jesus.”  & later in the same chapter we find them praying for boldness… 
 
How can we possibly have the strength to hold fast?   
(vs. 23) Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is 
faithful.  
 
(Phil 2) “Work out your own salvation….  (he is the faithful high priest who will carry us to the 
end…) 
(1 Thess 5:23-24)  23 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may 
your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 24 He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. 
 
Transition:  With your eyes and hearts fixed on these two Gospel Truths à We have confidence 
to enter the holy places & we have a great high priest who owns the house à We are 
empowered to obey Command #1 – Let us draw near!  /  Command #2 – Let us hold fast & last 
of all è,  
 

c. Command #3: Let us consider one another: 
(vs. 24)  And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,  
 
Why is it so critical for us to consider one another?  
Matt 24:12 “And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold.” 
We are social beings, God created us to be connected to Jesus and to one another… 
 
How do we consider one another? 

1. By planning 
(vs. 24)  And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,  
Stir up (agitate / provoke) – Do not leave this to chance à Plan, Plan, Plan (make room in your 
schedule) 
Hospitality 
 
How else do we consider one another? 

2. By Meeting 
(vs. 25) not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some… 
 
 
(Not surprised when our car needs gas…)  (52 weeks – church)  (27 weeks – Home Group) 
 
 
How else do we consider one another? 

3. By Encouraging     (5 parts encouragement / 1 part correction) 



(vs. 25) 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 
 
When we took our trip to Disneyland it turned out even better than we had imagined: Our 
friends in Oregon took us tubing. All the schools in California were in session and the theme 
park was virtually empty. 
(Prov 3 & 8)       
 
Conclusion: 
When we think of the incredible access to God we have through Jesus our great high priest who 
owns the house, when we see that he is the source of infinite joy and pleasure: 
Why wouldn’t we draw near (using every tool at our disposal)? 
Why wouldn’t we share this incredible news with lost sinners? 
& Why wouldn’t we want to encourage one another? 
  


