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SERIES INTRODUCTION 

     Our current sermon series is called, ‘Better Together: How the gospel shapes community.’  This 

series asks the question, ‘what happens to a community that really understands the implications of 

the gospel?’   A church that really understands the implications of the gospel will give, serve, pray, 

evangelize, and pursue fellowship.  We will spend one week on each topic.  Today, we’ll consider 

prayer.  And before we do, let me pray. 

 
PRAY 
 
SERMON INTRODUCTION     
     In a recent article, one Christian observed: “It’s no secret that the church in America is 

struggling.  We’ve lost the cultural wars, and our kids are being seduced by…secularism.”  

For sure, we live in what’s been called a post-Christian culture.  With the cultural supports of 

Christianity gone, it’s easy for the church to feel threatened and powerless.  But our moment in 

history is not unique.  Throughout much of church history, there were no cultural or political 

supports.  If we feel powerless it’s because we forget the source of our power.  The early church 

faced opposition and threats.  But the power she wielded turned their world upside down (Acts 

17:6).  That power was unleashed through prayer.  The early church wasn’t perfect.  But it was a 

praying church.  Shortly after Jesus rose from the dead, we read the church “with one accord were 

devoting themselves to prayer (Acts 1:14a).  The church prayed together.  That fact is mentioned 

twenty times in the book of Acts.  This morning, I want us to look at how the gospel shapes the 

church into a praying community so that we can grow as a praying community.  Because we’re a 

needy church.  What we need most in this church, in our families, in our neighborhoods, and in this 

community is God’s presence and power. 

     We’ll briefly look at part of the Lord’s prayer to see the gospel shape of prayer.  Specifically, we’ll 

see that prayer is relational, powerful, and has priorities. 
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1. PRAYER IS RELATIONAL 

     First, we learn that prayer is relational.  In Matthew 6:9, Jesus teaches us to pray: 

“Our Father.”  It’s easy to miss that there’s both a horizontal (human-to-human) and 

vertical (humans-to-God) relationship here.  Jesus doesn’t teach us to pray, “my Father” but 

“our Father.”  We tend to think of ourselves first as individuals.  But biblically, Christians are 

first a community.  We are likened to a “body” (Eph. 4:15-16) or a “building” (Eph. 2:18-

22).  These images emphasize our connectedness to one another.  In one sense, because of 

Jesus, we can’t not be connected.  And so, when Jesus teaches us to pray, he reminds us that, 

in Him, we are in relationship.  In Christ, we are brothers and sisters – we are family.  And if 

he’s teaching us to pray, “Our Father,” he’s teaching us to pray together.     

     So, prayer is relational.  It’s relational between us because we share the same vertical 

relationship.  God is our “Father.”  We’re so familiar with that language that we miss the 

significance.  The Bible teaches that God – the Sovereign Lord who made the heaven and 

the earth and everything in them – created us for relationship with himself.  That’s pretty 

mind-blowing.  But here’s the problem.  Our sin wrecked the relationship.  Our sin 

separated us from God.  And God’s wrath upon our sin separated him from us.  God is 

holy, we are not.  So, we have no right to come into God’s presence.  But the good news is 

that Jesus died as the substitute for our sin.  On the cross, he takes our sin and gives us his 

righteousness.  In this way God declares us officially good.  We call this justification.  And 

while justification is certainly good news, being declared officially good isn’t the best news.  

The best news is that God justified us in Christ so that he could adopt us as beloved sons.  

We are more than simply justified – as astonishing as that is – we are adopted as sons!  And 

so, we can call God Father!  Because of the gospel, God is now our Father, not our Judge. 
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J.I. Packer says it best. 

You sum up the whole of New Testament teaching in a single phrase, if you speak of 
it as a revelation of the Fatherhood of the holy Creator.  In the same way, you sum 
up the whole of New Testament religion if you describe it as the knowledge of God 
as one’s holy Father.  If you want to judge how well a person understands 
Christianity, find out how much he makes of being God’s child, and having God as 
his Father.  If this is not the thought that prompts and controls his worship and 
prayers and whole outlook on life, it means he does not understand Christianity very 
well at all.1 
 

Listen to what our Father is like.  God our Father listens and inclines his ear to us (Ps. 5:1-3).  

Our Father shows us compassion despite our flaws and weaknesses (Ps. 103:13).  Our Father 

covers us with his love, even though we deserve his wrath (Rom. 8:1, 15).  Our Father takes 

care of our needs and gives us good gifts (Matt. 6:8; 7:11; James 1:17).  Our Father even 

disciplines us in love for our good (Heb. 12:5-11).  God is a good and perfect Father!   

     Some people object that unless you’ve had a good earthly father, you can’t enjoy your 

heavenly Father.  But here’s the thing, God the Father should define our understanding of 

“father.”  So, don’t look at your earthly father and then to God.  Look first to God as Father 

and then evaluate human fathers based on your heavenly Father. 

     If you are a Christian, God – the Sovereign Lord who created everything – is your Father.  

Let me ask you, do you know God this way?  Do you know him as “Father?”  Do you enjoy 

his care for you?  Do you enjoy his compassion toward you?  Do you enjoy his desire to hear 

from you?  There’s a big difference between knowing about God and knowing God.  Those 

who really know God know him as “Father.”  And those “who know their God are people 

who pray.” 

     So, prayer is first relational.  When we pray, “Our Father” we remind ourselves of the 

gospel.  We are together God’s beloved children and he, our Father.          

  

                                                 
1 J.I. Packer, Knowing God, p. 201. 
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2. PRAYER IS POWERFUL 
     But Jesus teaches us to pray, “Our Father in heaven.”  So, we learn that prayer is not 

only relational but also powerful.  Prayer is powerful because our Father is powerful.  

That’s what it means to say that our Father in heaven.  Heaven is not only a place, but 

heaven also represents power.  Here’s how it’s been explained, “When we say that the 

president is in the White House, we mean more than his address.  We mean that he 

holds the highest office in the land.  He has power.”  That’s what it means that Our 

Father is in heaven – he holds the highest office.  He possesses the highest power.  That’s 

what the Psalmist means when he says, “Our God is in the heavens, he does all that he 

pleases.” (Psalm 115:3). 

     And when we know God as our powerful Father, it affects how we live.  As one writer 

notes: “When we know the sovereignty, power…and caring of an Almighty God, it takes 

away our fear.  It removes our frustration.  It allows us to sleep at night and trust Him with 

the running of His own universe.”  The more we know God’s power the less we worry 

about our weakness.  And the more we know God’s power the more we pray! 

     In 1858 seven people began to pray for God’s power to revive the church and the people 

of our nation.  God answered and worked powerfully, first in New York, then throughout 

the United States.  This revival was a powerful movement of the Holy Spirit where churches 

were strengthened and many people converted.  It affected people of all ages, races, 

economic conditions, and church denominations.  It was so widely felt that even the secular 

newspapers of the time published regular reports of it.  Think of it.  An incredible 

movement that began at a prayer meeting of seven people.  In his firsthand account of the 

spiritual events of that year, the minister Samuel Prime wrote: “This revival is to be 

remembered through all coming ages as a simply an answer to prayer.” 

Prayer has been defined like this: “Prayer is enjoying the care of a powerful 

Father…”  Every one of us comes this morning with cares and concerns.  As we pray 

together, “Our Father in heaven” we remember we are in the care of a powerful Father.  Let 

that sink in.  In fact, enjoy it.  Your concerns are not all up to you to solve.  You are not 

alone.  When we pray, we say “no” to self-sufficiency and independence.  Just now, enjoy 

the fact that you know God as your powerful Father who cares for you. 
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So, we’ve seen how the gospel enables prayer.  And prayer is by definition relational and 

powerful.  But the title of our series is “Better Together: How the Gospel Shapes Our 

Community.”  So, why is praying together better? 

First, consider that praying together is not only better but necessary.  Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

said that a church praying together is “the very essence and life of the church.”  We see this 

in Jesus instructions to us to pray.  He uses corporate language.  “Our Father…Give us 

this day our daily bread…forgive us our debts…as we also have forgiven our 

debtors…Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”  Jesus taught his 

disciples to not only pray in private but to pray together.  What this means is that corporate 

prayer is not a nice thing if we can manage the time, it is a necessity.  It is essential for the 

life of this church.   

We see this the book of Acts.  Praying together was the church’s priority.  In the twenty-

eight chapters of Acts, the church praying together is mentioned specifically 20 times and 

alluded to many more.  The implication: the church’s prayer enabled the gospel to travel 

from Jerusalem, to Judea, and to the ends of the known earth.  The early church had a lot to 

do.  But their central activity was corporate prayer. 

So, praying together is essential.  And it is better.  Why?  When we pray together, Jesus 

promises his presence.  In Matthew 18:20, Jesus says, “For where two or three are 

gathered in my name, there I am among them.”  This passage is found in the primary 

context of church discipline.  But we can make secondary application to prayer.  When we 

gather together in Jesus’s name – because of his life and death for us – and pray, then by his 

Spirit, he will be there too!  It’s been said this way: “When a handful of people pray together, 

Jesus will attend every time.”  Through his Spirit, Jesus promises to be present.  Praying 

together is better because Jesus promises his presence. 

How else is praying together better?  When we pray together, we serve each other.  I love 

it when people come to Friday prayer because they help us pray.  And we need all the help 

we can get.  We encourage each other by our faith.  We love each other by our concern.  We 

point each other to our heavenly Father. When we pray together, we serve each other. 

Finally, praying together is better because it knits our hearts together.  Praying together 

cultivates our relationship as nothing else can.  It’s been said this way, “The church is a 

society under Christ, and praying together is the highest and most blessed kind of social 

event.”  Praying together knits our hearts together. 
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3. PRAYER HAS PRIORITIES 
     So far, we’ve seen how the gospel enables prayer.  And prayer is by definition relational 

and powerful.  Which leads to another question, “What should we pray for?”  That brings us 

to the next section of Jesus’ prayer.  Where we learn that prayer has priorities.  Let’s check 

it out. 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

Hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come. 

Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  (Matt. 6:9-11) 

 

It’s been said this way, “After establishing that God is our Father…Jesus reminds us 

that God’s power aims to advance his agenda, not ours.  Jesus shows us that 

Christian prayer begins with longing for God’s presence…”  In other words, prayer has 

priorities.  The first three petitions are of first importance. 

     The first priority in prayer is God’s honor.  “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 

name.”  May your name be holy in our hearts.  May your person and presence be most 

important to us.  It’s a prayer that before anything else we would know God, we would 

know his presence.  Not just know about God, but actually know God.  And so, we ask that 

God’s name be set apart in our hearts.  That we would know God’s holiness, power, love, 

justice, goodness, mercy, grace, and humility.  Above all, that God be first in our hearts. 

     When Paul cast out a demon from a slave girl in Philippi, he and Silas were attacked by a 

crowd, stripped, beaten with rods, and put in prison with their feet in a torture device.  But 

there in prison, Paul and Silas instinctively formed a praying community.  They were praying 

and singing hymns to God.  God’s name was hallowed.  He was bigger in their hearts and 

minds than their circumstances and their captors.  And so, they break out in prayer and 

praise.   
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     Our first priority in prayer is that we become a community where God’s honor is first in 

our hearts.  That’s really what we need.  More than anything else we need to know God. 

Another way of praying “hallowed by your name” is simply to say, “Father, we want to know 

you.  We want to see your face.  We want to glimpse your glory.”  That’s a prayer we know 

our Father will be pleased to answer because it’s his priority.  As one Christian observed, “A 

community of people that, in the midst of all the pain and sorrow and wickedness of the 

world, is continually praising God is the first obvious result of living by another story than 

the one our world lives by.” 

     So, the first priority in prayer is God’s honor.  The next priority in prayer is God’s 

kingdom.  As in, “your kingdom come.”  This is prayer for the success of the gospel in 

the world.  God’s priority is his redemptive mission.  And aren’t you glad!  If you are a 

Christian, you can give thanks for how you’ve been changed by the gospel.  I often wonder 

where I’d be apart from Jesus.  Those who know me well know it wouldn’t be pretty.  But 

the gospel has changed me and you.  Yes, we’re not who we ought to be, or who we hope to 

be, but by the grace of God we are not who we once were – slaves to sin and Satan.  As 

we’ve been changed by the gospel, we long to see the gospel change others.  And so, “your 

kingdom come” should always be a prayer priority.    

     It’s striking how front and center this prayer was in the early church.  Early in the book 

of Acts, Peter and John are jailed for preaching Jesus.  They are told not to share the good 

news of Jesus and threatened.  Upon their release, Peter and John go and tell the church 

what happened.  And the church prays together.  After they praise God, they pray,      

 
And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants… (Acts 4:29a) 
 
In light of their circumstances, what do we expect their request to be?  Grant your servants: 

protection.  Grant your servants: vengeance on our enemies.  Neither of these.  The church 

prays for boldness to speak the gospel. 

And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your 
word with all boldness… (Acts 4:29) 
 
Their prayer for boldness is basically the prayer “your kingdom come.” 
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     God’s redemptive priority is easy to forget.  As one church historian says, “The tendency 

to forget the redemptive emergency in the world and concentrate on enjoying dominion in a 

part of it has been a continual temptation to the church.”2  I like the phrase “redemptive 

emergency in the world.”  In our context of comfort, ease, and plenty it’s easy to forget 

there is a redemptive emergency all around us.  God’s priority is his redemptive mission.  

And he enlists us as frontline ambassadors.  So, we need boldness to speak the gospel.  And 

so, we pray, “your kingdom come.” 

Honestly, God’s redemptive emergency isn’t always my main concern.  With all the needs 

and concerns I have.  With all the other things that need to be done, it’s easy to forget that 

God’s redemptive mission is of first importance.  But the more we know God’s presence, 

the more we’ll adopt his priorities; and the more we’ll for compassion for the people around 

us and boldness to speak.  It’s not that we shouldn’t pray for needs among us – of course we 

should!  But if God’s priority is the redemption of the people around us, then we must 

constantly pray “your kingdom come.” 

So, Jesus is teaching us that prayer has priorities.  There’s the priority of God’s honor, 

God’s kingdom, and finally, God’s will.  “Your will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven.”  We tend to live according to what we want done.  Can I get an ‘Amen?’  “Your 

will be done” is a prayer that what God wants done actually is done in our hearts and lives.  I 

mean, what would life be like if God’s will was done among us?  What would our marriages 

and families look like?  What would our church relationships look like?  It would be 

awesome, amazing, beautiful.  It would be, well, heaven!  “Your will be done” is basically a 

request for God’s presence to shape our attitudes and actions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
2 Richard Lovelace, Dynamics of Spiritual Life, p. 147. 
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Many of you know about the German community of Herrnhut established by Count 

Zizendorf in 1724.  It was a community of refugees from very different backgrounds and 

traditions.  Zizendorf sought to bring this unlikely group together as an instrument to 

promote renewal in the church.  The primary instrument was prayer.  But what you may not 

know is that part of his strategy was born of simple desperation.  For three years after its 

founding the different factions experienced significant strife and quarreling.  The community 

almost disbanded several times.  Hardly heaven on earth.  But after three years of round-the-

clock prayer, the community experienced a powerful work of the Holy Spirit.  From this 

point on, unity prevailed.  The community was marked by supportive prayer, humble 

confession of sin, and mutual counsel.  “Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” 

The priorities in prayer are basically to know God’s presence – to know God.  Those 

who know God will instinctively honor him, long for his kingdom to come, and act 

according to his will.  Certainly, God is present.  Everywhere.  But the problem is we often 

don’t care about his presence.  It’s been said like this: “The true problem isn’t God’s absence 

from the world.  He’s everywhere present.  The real problem is our apathy to God’s 

presence, which manifests itself through self-centeredness and self-concern.  This in turn 

crowds out our ability to love and honor others – especially the God who created us.”  All 

that means that our greatest need is to know God.  Not just know about him.  Jesus teaches 

us to pray so that God’s presence is our first priority. 

      

CONCLUSION 

     In the gospel, the God who is in heaven and does whatever he pleases becomes “our 

Father.”  And so, through prayer we enjoy the care of a powerful Father.  Through prayer 

we acknowledge our need and our Father’s care and capability.  Just like everything else 

about the gospel, prayer is a team sport.  Praying together is necessary and better.  It’s “the 

very essence and life of the church.”  If we believe that, then we’ll be a praying church.  

We’ll pray together.  We’ll pray together at home group.  We’ll pray together every Friday at 

noon in the church office.  We’ll pray together every Sunday morning at 8AM before Sunday 

school.  We’ll pray together every Sunday during and after worship service.  It’s no secret 

that the church in America is struggling.  It’s no secret that this church is struggling.  And so, 

we come together to pray for what we need most: God’s presence and power. 


