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Introduction 

     We’ve been working our way through 1 Corinthians 15. The main problem is captured in 

verse 12, “…how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?” Some in the 

Corinthian church were denying bodily resurrection. Likely because Greek culture trained the 

Corinthians to see the physical body as evil. So, to them, a bodily resurrection made no sense. 

Paul pushes back. He shows that resurrection is an essential aspect of the gospel. if there is no 

resurrection, there isn’t any Christianity. And in today’s passage, he argues that Christ’s 

resurrection isn’t an isolated event, but an event that has consequences for every Christian. 

[PRAYER] 

     In the movie Back to the Future, Marty McFly is sent from the 1980’s back to the 1950’s. 

There, he meets his future parents and, inadvertently, becomes his mother’s romantic interest. 

(Talk about awkward!) At a certain point in the movie, Marty realizes that unless he diverts 

attention away from himself and toward his future dad – George – Marty will erase himself 

from the future. The only way to guarantee his future is to get his mom, Lorraine, and his dad, 

George, together. The problem is George is kind of a dweeb. So, Marty hatches a plan. But 

Marty’s plan is thwarted by real-life villain, Biff. Biff, the macho jock, attempts to force himself 

on Lorraine. In a shocking turn of events, George steps in, lands a punch, and knocks Biff out 

cold. Suddenly, Lorraine sees George in a new light. He becomes her hero. It’s the event that 

brings George and Lorraine together. It’s the event that guarantees Marty’s future. 

     In our passage, Paul speaks of an event that guarantees our future. The event is Christ’s 

resurrection. 
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Christ’s Resurrection Guarantees a Future Resurrection 

     Recall last week, Paul argues that if there is no resurrection of the dead, then there is no 

risen Christ. And if there is no risen Christ, then our faith is useless, we’re still in our sins, and 

we are, in a word, hopeless. To this hypothetical situation, Paul reacts as strongly as he can: 

“But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead…” 

     As Paul mentions previously, Christ has been raised bodily according to the Scriptures and 

according to eyewitness testimony. But Christ’s resurrection isn’t merely an isolated event. No, 

Paul teaches that Christ’s resurrection guarantees a future resurrection. Christ’s resurrection 

is the first of many. He teaches that through the use of the “firstfruits” metaphor. Look at 

verse 20. 

 
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
 
     Not many of us are farmers. But the basic idea of “firstfruits” is that the early part of the 

harvest serves as a kind of guarantee for the full harvest. So, the first bit that ripens in April is a 

preview of the full harvest to come in June. Think about a movie trailer. When a movie trailer is 

released, it’s a kind of firstfruits – a kind of guarantee – of the full movie to come. Christ’s 

resurrection is the “firstfruits” of a full harvest of “resurrections” to come. 

     Then, in verses 21-22 Paul turns from metaphor to analogy to make the same point. Christ’s 

resurrection guarantees a future resurrection. 

For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in 
Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 
 
In the beginning, God created Adam and Eve to be his rulers and representatives on earth. But 

Adam rebelled against God. Adam’s sin led to death. 

     I’ve heard Adam’s death compared to a Christmas tree. The moment Adam sinned he died. 

The moment you cut down a Christmas tree it dies. It’s cut off from its life source. It may look 

green, you may decorate it with lights and shiny objects, but it’s still dead. It’s just a matter of 

time before the tree turns brown and withers. In the same way, Adam’s sin led to death.  

 



Christ’s Resurrection Guarantees Our Future 
1 Corinthians 15:20-28 

 3 

     Death is not merely a physical event but a state of being. Adam’s sin resulted in spiritual, 

relational, and, eventually, physical death. Immediately, Adam was alienated spiritually from 

the living God. Immediately, he was alienated relationally from his wife. And, eventually, he 

experienced physical death. In Adam, we all die because we’re all infected by Adam’s sin. Since 

Adam, the death rate is one per person. 

     But Jesus came to reverse the curse of death. By his life, death, and resurrection he gives us 

spiritual, relational, and physical life. Does that mean that every person is automatically made 

alive in Christ? No. The immediate context makes it clear. The “all” who are made alive are 

“those who belong to Christ. (v. 23)” Jonathan Edwards put it this way, “humans are in Adam 

by nature, in Christ by faith.” Every one of us is either “in Adam” or “in Christ.” Our destiny is 

either eternal death in Adam or eternal life in Jesus. You don’t change your affiliation from 

Adam to Christ by doing more, or by trying harder, or by coming to church. No. You change your 

affiliation by trusting in Jesus; by becoming his disciple. 

     We’re all convinced of the certainty of death. It’s one of the few things we are certain about. 

But Paul says there is something else that is equally certain: “As in Adam all die, so also in 

Christ shall all be made alive.” Christ’s resurrection guarantees a future resurrection for those 

who belong to him. 

     So, here’s the question: why does this truth have so little impact on our lives? Most of us 

believe that the fact of an empty tomb, over 500 witnesses, and many who lived – and died – 

for the claim speak to the historical reality of Christ’s resurrection. But the resurrection hasn’t 

made it from our head into our heart. One possible reason: we just we don’t think about it 

enough. One way I’m trying to get resurrection sunk into my heart is by rehearsing this truth 

often, “As in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.” I’m regularly asking the 

Holy Spirit to sink this guarantee into my heart. And every time I read or hear about death, I 

rehearse this truth: “As in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.” Not in a trivial 

or trite way; but in a sober and hopeful way. So, when I read about the recent and tragic bus 

accident that killed 15 people in Saskatchewan. I soberly rehearse, “As in Adam all die…so also 

in Christ shall all be made alive.”  
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Christ’s Resurrection Guarantees a Future Defeat of Death 

     So, Christ’s resurrection guarantees a future resurrection. And, says Paul, Christ’s resurrection 

guarantees a future defeat of death. Let’s pick it up in verse 22. 

For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ 
the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he 
delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and 
power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be 
destroyed is death. (15:22-26) 
 
     Notice the phrase “But each in his own order.” The word translated “order” carries the idea 

of an orderly arrangement – with a military nuance. God, in Christ, has declared war on all his 

enemies – including the great enemy death. But this assault on, and eventual defeat of, death 

takes place in a specific order: first Christ’s resurrection, then at his coming those who belong to 

Christ. Then comes the end when Christ delivers the kingdom to God the Father. God has 

planned the defeat of death that way. Since Jesus has already been raised from the dead, the 

resurrection of those who belong to Christ is guaranteed. But, according to the plan, our 

resurrection must await Christ’s second coming.  

     What’s astonishing about this plan is that God revealed it long ago. Notice Paul’s statement 

in verse 25, “For he must reign until he has put all enemies under his feet.” It’s a reference to 

Psalm 110, in which David says, “The LORD says to my Lord: ‘Sit at my right hand, until I make 

your enemies your footstool.’” Paul interprets this Christologically. What that means is that 

Paul reads Psalm 110 like this: “God the Father says to God the Son, ‘sit at my right hand, until I 

make your enemies your footstool.’” This is likely one passage Paul has in mind when he says, 

“that he [Christ] was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.” Paul’s point is 

that Christ’s assault and defeat of death was decreed long ago in Psalm 110. Paul sees Christ’s 

resurrection and ascension to the Father’s right hand as evidence that God is doing exactly 

what he promised in Psalm 110! When Christ returns and those in Christ are raised from the 

dead, then Psalm 110 will be fulfilled. Death will be Christ’s footstool. Or, as Paul says, “The last 

enemy to be destroyed is death.” 
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     Recently, I was reminded of how Vasco de Gama’s defeat of “The Cape of Storms” is like 

Christ’s defeat of death.1 In the 15th century, the southern tip of Africa was called “The Cape of 

Storms.” Throughout the 1400’s, dozens of attempts to round the cape had ended in death. 

Literally, thousands lost their lives attempting to reach the “promised land” of India by the sea. 

With the spices of Asia calling, many expeditions were launched, but all were swallowed by the 

storms. The cape seemed an impossible barrier that no one could cross. Until Vasco de Gama, 

the Portuguese explorer, made the attempt. 

     In July 1497, de Gama led a fleet of four ships from Lisbon; by Christmas he had sailed 

through the storms and out the other side. He pioneered the trade route to India and came 

back with spices to make himself and his whole kingdom rich. It was, up until that time, the 

longest sea voyage ever attempted without sight of land. The journey was thought to be 

impossible. Yet as soon as it was accomplished, de Gama renamed the peninsula that had 

thwarted all previous explorers. He called it “The Cape of Good Hope.”  

     Jesus’s death and resurrection is like a cosmic version of de Gama’s exploits. It’s about one 

man who endured the storm of death to open up hope for us all. For those who belong to Jesus 

by faith, Jesus carried us through death and judgment into his resurrection. He is our Pioneer. 

“He suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. (Heb. 2:9)” 

Jesus took us to himself and voyaged through the storm of death as the one person able to 

survive them. He then emerged into a “promised land” – glory, resurrection life. 

     And SO WILL WE. Christ’s resurrection set in motion an assault on death that will be 

completed when Christ returns. That’s how and why Paul can say to us, “…we are more than 

conquerors through him who loved us.” Christ’s resurrection power is working in us and 

through us and for us. And Christ’s resurrection guarantees that you will conquer every enemy.  

Remaining sin will be conquered. Suffering and sickness will be conquered. Death itself will be 

conquered. 

     So, Paul tells us that Christ’s resurrection is not an isolated event but an event that 
guarantees a future resurrection and guarantees a future defeat of death. Finally, Christ’s 
resurrection guarantees God’s future supremacy over all things.  

                                                      
1 From Glen Scrivener’s article, Our Pioneer Through the Storms of Death, 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/pioneer-storms-death/ 
 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/pioneer-storms-death/
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Christ’s Resurrection Guarantees God’s Future Supremacy Over All Things 
 
God’s future supremacy over all things? Isn’t God supreme over all things now? Absolutely. God 

and Christ are supreme over all things now! But for now, God allows resistance to his rule. But 

in the future all resistance will be eliminated. Remember the specific order: “Christ the 

firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he 

delivers the kingdom to God the Father…” 

     Paul elaborates on this statement, “Then comes the end, when Christ “delivers the kingdom 

to God the Father…” Look at verse 28. 

When all things are subjected to him [Christ], then the Son himself will also be subjected to him 

who put all things in subjection under him, that God may be all in all. 

     Once all things are subjected to Christ – once the dead in Christ are raised and death is 

defeated – then Christ [the Son] will subordinate himself under the Father. We’ve seen similar 

“subordinate” statements earlier in the letter. For example, in 1 Cor. 3:22-23, he says, “whether 

Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future—all are 

yours, and you are Christ's, and Christ is God's.” It’s a functional subordination. God the Father, 

God the Son, and God the Spirit are each fully and equally God, yet distinct persons. They are 

equal in their “Godness” just as men and women are equal in their “humanness.” But the 

Father, the Son, and the Spirit each have different roles or functions in the “work” of 

redemption. 

     So, once the work of redemption is accomplished Christ delivers the kingdom to God the 

Father “that God may be all in all.” To our ears it may sound like Eastern mysticism. Many 

eastern religions speak of an “end” where all personalities are absorbed into an impersonal 

“one.” That’s not what Paul means. What Paul means is that God will be “all in all” in the sense 

that God’s will will be done in every part of creation. No more resistance. Jesus’s prayer “Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven” will be a reality. God’s will will be 

done in every human heart, in human society, in every aspect of creation! 
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     What does that specifically look like? Jonathan Edwards envisions it in his sermon: “Heaven 

is a world of love.” He says, 

The Apostle tells us that God is love (1 John 4:8). And therefore seeing he is an infinite 
Being, it follows that he is an infinite fountain of love. Seeing he is an all-sufficient Being, 
it follows that he is a full and overflowing and an inexhaustible fountain of love. Seeing 
he is an unchangeable and eternal Being, he is an unchangeable and eternal source of 
love. There even in heaven dwells that God from whom every stream of holy love, yes, 
every drop that is or ever was proceeds. 
 
There dwells God the Father, and so the Son, who are united in infinitely dear and 
incomprehensible mutual love… 
 
There dwells Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, the Prince of peace and love, who so loved 
the world that he shed his blood, and poured out his soul unto death for it… 
 
There is the Holy Spirit, the spirit of divine love, in whom the very essence of God, as it 
were, all flows out or is shed abroad in the hearts of all the church… 
 
There in heaven this fountain of love, this eternal three in one, is set open without any 
obstacle to hinder access to it. There this glorious God is manifested and shines forth in 
full glory, in beams of love; there the fountain overflows in streams and rivers of love 
and delight, enough for all to drink at, and to swim in, yes, so as to overflow the world 
as it were with a deluge of love. 

 
Heaven is a renewed world where God’s love rules over all, and in all! That’s the “all in all” Paul 

has in mind. Heaven is NOT a disembodied existence. Heaven is a renewed earth where we will 

dwell bodily and face to face with the God who is love. How do I know? Every scene from the 

end of the Gospels points in this direction. The resurrected Jesus takes long country walks with 

friends, enjoys barbecues on the beach, and rejoices in tear-filled reunions with old friends. In 

Jesus’s bodily resurrection, we see our own destiny. 
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Conclusion 
     I suspect that most of us would nod our head in agreement that Christ’s resurrection 

guarantees our future. Then why does a future vacation stir up more joy than my future 

resurrection? In the final analysis, each of us must answer that question for ourselves. But 

maybe one reason is that we’ve been programmed to see the world in a certain way. Like the 

church in Corinth, our culture has more influence on us than we realize. One writer observes, “I 

am programmed to expect that the world is what I can see, touch, and measure, and any 

thought or idea that runs against that expectation is met with resistance.”2 Let’s be honest, we 

all experience a resistance to the idea of future resurrection. We’ve been told over and over 

again that all we are is a collection of molecules and that death is the end. But the Bible tells a 

different story. It tells us that we are more than biology, chemistry, and physics. It tells us that 

God has put eternity in our hearts. It tells us that death is not the way it’s supposed to be. 

Wanting the story of resurrection to be true doesn’t make it true. But here’s the facts: An 

empty tomb, over 500 eyewitnesses, and many who lived – and died – for the claim. One of 

those eyewitnesses says the true story of the world includes this good news: “But in fact Christ 

has been raised, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.” He says, “Christ’s resurrection 

guarantees our future. It guarantees a future resurrection; guarantees a future defeat of death; 

and guarantees God’s future supremacy over all things.” 

                                                      
2 Mike Cosper, Recapturing the Wonder, 10. 


