
Title: Resurrection Power
Text: 1 Cor 15:29-34
Prayer: 
Intro: The Insanity of God (published in 2013)
Nik Ripken & his wife & kids (6 years / relief work in Somalia)
How does faith survive, let alone flourish in a place like the Middle East? Can Christianity even work outside of 
Western, dressed-up, ordered nations? If so, how?
Interviewed ~
#1: Pastor Dmitri – Prison filled with hardened criminals  regular beatings
Jailers = renounce his faith in Jesus / western spy  deceived him  – arrested and murdered his wife

#2: Stoyan – who described his dad’s final words: “If I am in prison and I hear that my wife and my children 
have been hung to death rather than deny Jesus, I will be the most proud man in that prison.”

What motivated these men & others like them to live this way?? They were convinced of the Resurrection.

Paul laid out for us (very simply) what is of 1st importance in the Christian Faith. 
• Christ died for our sins 
• He was buried
• He was resurrected on the third day

The resurrection is at the very center of our faith and to prove it Paul spends the rest of the chapter spelling out 
the doctrine & implications of the resurrection.
Without it, Christ is not risen, we are utterly without hope, and as Christians are to be pitied above all people.

Prop:  The Motivational Power of the Resurrection
• It Motivates us toward Salvation 
• It Motivates us to Persevere through Suffering 
• It Motivates us to Pursue Sanctification  

• The Resurrection Motivates us toward Salvation  (vs. 29)  

• What this doesn’t mean – not literal baptism for the dead like Mormon church
The idea is simple:
To be saved you must receive the Mormon gospel. If not = sent to a spirit prison. 
The Mormon church has missionaries in the “spirit world” who are evangelizing these unconverted dead people. 
When they convert they must be baptized but are unable. So someone must be baptized in their place.
On any given day, in more than fifty Mormon temples around the world, thousands of Mormons are 
baptized vicariously for the dead.   Paul is not talking about vicarious baptism for the dead.

• What it does mean:   Commentators  40 – 400 interpretations
Start with the word baptized: the terms coming to faith & being baptized are often used synonymously in 
scripture. (Acts 2 / John 3 (believe – eternal life) / Rom 6 (baptized = eternal life)  etc.)
The word baptized here is referring to “coming to faith” – ‘on behalf of the dead’…

 “On behalf of – the dead” – 12 different ways to translate
-for the dead
-over the dead



-above the dead
-across the dead
-beyond the dead
-on behalf of the dead
-instead of the dead
-in the name of the dead
-because of the dead…
-in reference to the dead
-with regard to the dead

“There are some people who come to faith in Christ because of some dead person or persons”… (as they watch 
people die, they come to faith…)

Illustration:  Insanity of God
For 17 years, Dmitri remained steadfast. He later said there were two practices that preserved him. First - Early 
each morning, he stood in his cell and faced east to sing his “heart song” to Christ. The other inmates tried to 
shut him up by shouting insults, even throwing human waste into his cell. 
Second – Every time he was able to get his hands on a piece of paper and something to write with he would 
write down all the bible verses he had memorized and plaster them on the wall as a praise offering.

Finally, after many years, the guards dragged him from his cell early one morning for execution. 

On the catwalk outside the cell, however, the guards stopped dead in their tracks. Amazingly, the very inmates 
who had poured their hatred on Dmitri for so many years, now stood at the doors of their cells and sang his 
heart song to Christ.  In short   by watching him suffer, (as a dead man or soon to be dead), There was a revival 
among even hardened criminals.  (blood of martyrs is the seed of the church)

How many people have been converted over the years by watching Christians face death with hope…
Adoniram Judson – came to faith because of a dying person as well – and that person wasn’t even a believer…

Transition: 1st - The Resurrection motivates us toward salvation

• The Resurrection Motivates us to Persevere through Suffering
Paul was literally in danger every hour, dying every day… (vs. 30 - 31)

I Cor 11:24-28  24 Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. 25 Three times I 
was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at 

sea; 26 on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger 

from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers; 27 in toil 

and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without food,[b] in cold and 

exposure. 28 And, apart from other things, there is the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all the churches.

(vs. 32) “What do I gain if, humanly speaking, I fought with beasts at Ephesus? If the dead are not raised.”  
Paul is writing from Ephesus – (16:8-9) …for a wide door for effective work has opened to me, and there are 
many adversaries…

Acts 19 – Demetrius (silversmith) gathered the workmen in similar trades – ($ / Artemis) so they stirred up a 
riot
The whole assembly was in confusion: “…some were shouting one thing, some another, most of the people did 



not even know why they were there…”  Paul calls them “beasts”

Why was Paul willing to endure all this suffering? What was his motivation? (same as Dmitri’s / saints in Heb 
11 – “They were looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God…”

2 Cor 4:16-17
“… we do not lose heart. Though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by 
day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison.”

Even non-Christians understand this concept:
Shawn White  practiced countless hours and suffered horrendous injuries in his pursuit of Glory:
In 2017 he spent 5 days in ICU & received 62 stitches in his face & bruised lungs (lip of the half pipe).  

• shaunwhiteI’ve always lived my life by pushing the limits. Winning is great, but it’s the tough times that truly 
define you. I took a slam while training the other day, but don’t worry I’ll be back soon and better than ever!! 
Thanks @beatsbydre for bringing me into the family. #NormalisBoring    (the hope of glory)

First person in history to win 3 Gold medals in snowboarding…   

 (Look again at – vs. 30-31)   Paul’s hope is far greater  redeemed people as trophies!
2 Thes 2:19  For what is our hope or joy or crown of boasting before our Lord Jesus at his coming? Is it not 
you? For you are our glory and joy.”   Our crown as Christians is infinitely better!

Paul understood this and so he preached the gospel. Birth, Life, Death & Resurrection of Jesus. (If he had kept 
his mouth closed, no persecution) (And we wouldn’t be Christians today) – SW had stopped snow boarding…

Imagine where would you be but for them??? Our very Salvation came at the expense of others: Jesus, Apostles, 
those who witness to us… and suffered for it…

Hope in the resurrection motivates us to persevere through suffering:

Objection: But didn’t Jesus suffer and died so that we wouldn’t have to… (NO!)
Jesus suffered and died to free us from the sting of sin which is death – But there’s a cost to following Him 
AND he calls us to count the cost of Christianity before taking the plunge…

Matthew 16:24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up 

his cross and follow me. 25For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake 
will find it.26For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man 
give in return for his soul?      This is why Paul said - (1 Cor 11:1) “Imitate me as I imitate Christ.”

Transition: The Resurrection Motivates us toward salvation, it motivates us to persevere through suffering –

• The Resurrection Motivates us to Pursue Sanctification (thinking / actions)         (vs. 
33 - 34) 

Huge problem in Corinth – Thinking (no res) (vs. 12)  Action (“Let us eat and drink; for tomorrow we die…”)
(they were getting drunk, sexually immoral, flaunting their wealth rather than sharing it, etc….)

(vs. 33)  “Do not be deceived: ‘Bad company ruins good morals’…”

1st our thinking – they look happy and seem to be getting away with it…
Ex: our children grow up in a sheltered environment and leave home and are shocked:
My oldest son Nathan: “Even when you don’t realize it, you are affected by the people and the atmosphere 
around you. No matter your upbringing the influence is there even if you are not aware of it. Sometimes the 



people who are making the biggest mistakes even, seem to be the most happy.”     Remedy????

Psalm 73
Truly God is good to Israel, even to such as are of a clean heart.
2 But as for me, my feet were almost gone; my steps had well nigh slipped.
3 For I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.
4 For there are no bands in their death: but their strength is firm.
5 They are not in trouble as other men; neither are they plagued like other men.
6 Therefore pride compasseth them about as a chain; violence covereth them as a garment.
7 Their eyes stand out with fatness: they have more than heart could wish.
8 They are corrupt, and speak wickedly concerning oppression: they speak loftily.
9 They set their mouth against the heavens, and their tongue walketh through the earth.
10 Therefore his people return hither: and waters of a full cup are wrung out to them.
11 And they say, How doth God know? and is there knowledge in the most High?
12 Behold, these are the ungodly, who prosper in the world; they increase in riches.
13 Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my hands in innocency.
14 For all the day long have I been plagued, and chastened every morning.
15 If I say, I will speak thus; behold, I should offend against the generation of thy children.
16 When I thought to know this, it was too painful for me;
17 Until I went into the sanctuary of God; then understood I their end.
18 Surely thou didst set them in slippery places: thou castedst them down into destruction.
19 How are they brought into desolation, as in a moment! they are utterly consumed with terrors.

The Remedy is the Resurrection:  Heb 9:27 It is appointed for man to die once and after that the judgment….

It starts with our thinking and leads directly to our actions… What we believe has a direct impact on how we 
live:  (vs. 34) “Wake up, from your drunken stupor AND Stop sinning!”   There is a Resurrection!
 
The Resurrection Motivates us to Pursue Sanctification!
Stop pursuing self-centered pleasure. It’s all going to fade away. Live for the incomparable glory that’s coming.   
(every evil pleasure is a distortion of infinitely greater pleasures to come… every good pleasure is a faint 
shadow or pointer to infinitely greater pleasures to come…)

Transition:  The Resurrection Motivates us toward salvation, it motivates us to persevere through suffering, 
and lastly The Resurrection Motivates us to pursue sanctification. (thinking / Actions)

Application:

Tell others the good news about Jesus. Tell them about the resurrection to come. Do it in love, do it 
winsomely, but do it nonetheless. Some of you risk losing business deals, some will lose clients or even 
your job itself. For all of us it will cost respect (we will be looked down on) much time, effort and money. 
But it will all be worth it in the end.



Heb 12:1-2 “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 
weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to 
Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.”


