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Join us on our Gospel Mission 

[Announce Text] Please keep your Bibles open to Romans 1:1-17 

[Scripture Introduction] As our various ministries and home groups begin to swing 
back into gear, it seemed wise of the elders to have a reminder sermon on the 
who we are and what we hope to be. So if this is your first Sunday, you have 
picked a great week to be here. Next week we will begin our sermon series 
through the whole book of Daniel, but today we turn to the apostle Paul’s longest 
letter and we will try to let his example inform what we aspire to be as a church. 

[Prayer for illumination] Please pray with me… 

[Illustration] In the early part of the twentieth century, he was everywhere. With 
his furry eyebrows and white goatee. No matter where you turned he seemed to 
be looking right at you from under his white top hat with a look of utter 
seriousness around his long nose. Then there was the finger, you couldn’t get 
away from it. Uncle Sam was pointing at you and he told you so. I want YOU for 
U.S. Army. He had a place for you. He had a mission for you. And your mission was 
nothing less than to bring good news to a world bombarded with bad news. Uncle 
Sam needed you and wanted you to join his mission in pushing back the 
aggressive and invasive powers that were attacking our allies and us. Join me, join 
us- he seemed to say- and when we win you will receive the glory you’ve earned 
for your sacrifice and the world will be full of the good news of our victory! 

 The goal of this sermon is to accomplish a similar task- to compel you to 
join us on a mission to bring good news to the world. We are on a mission and we 
want you to join us. We are on a gospel mission for God’s glory. If you are new to 
Christianity, that word, “Gospel” means “good news” and that’s what we are 
about- the gospel, with the purpose of bringing glory to God in all that we do. 
Wonderful for us, we are not the first people to be on this mission, the apostle 
Paul was on the same mission almost 2000 years ago and he will be our teacher. 
And his example will call out to you saying: 

Proposition: Join us on our gospel mission for God’s glory. 

Grace Christian Fellowship exists to glorify God by forming Christ in a growing 
church. That is our gospel mission. So let’s look at four things today and I hope 
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you will be called into: seeking God’s glory, gospel discipleship, gospel 
evangelism, and gospel power.   

First, 

[Main Point 1] Join us in seeking God’s glory on our gospel mission. 

Look with me at vv. 1-7- Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set 
apart for the gospel of God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets 
in the holy Scriptures, concerning his Son, who was descended from David 
according to the flesh and was declared to be the Son of God in power according 
to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the 
obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, including you 
who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, To all those in Rome who are loved by 
God and called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

There is so much here that I can’t comment on everything, and we will focus 
primarily on v. 5. But first, note what we see about the gospel: It is God’s gospel- 
good news of the life transforming story of Jesus Christ which was foretold in the 
Old Testament and was accomplished through his humanity in the line of King 
David and his deity as the Son of God. This good news contains the death and 
resurrection of Christ as a substitute for sinners like you and me- freeing all of 
those who submit to His Lordship. There is a story of good news, that, while the 
world finds itself alienated from God through sin, God Himself has come to bring 
us back to Himself through Jesus Christ, the second person of the Holy Trinity. 
And that through Jesus, a new kingdom is established that will spread over the 
entire earth through people like you and me, and one day, Jesus will return and 
condemn and punish all traitors in Hell and His people will rule with Him in peace 
and the prosperity of His presence.  

But, notice the purpose of this gospel mission in v. 5- it’s “to bring about the 
obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations,” The purpose 
of our church, a gospel church, is to make God’s name known among all the 
nations. It’s to bring God glory. It’s to let every person in the world and in 
Spokane know that Jesus deserves glory as the only Savior and Lord. 
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[Illustration] We are like those people standing on the streets, spinning the big 
signs, telling people that there is a sale, and event, a place nearby to be. The 
purpose is not to stop next to the sign holder but to follow his message to the 
place he is pointing. 

[Application] The gospel points us to God’s glory, that’s where we ultimately are 
meant to arrive- with God getting the credit He deserves. If you have truly been 
gripped by the gospel, then you know that it’s ultimately about how God saves 
you. It’s about what God, in Christ, has done for you and all others in his church. 
And since it’s God who has done the work, God deserves the credit. And since the 
work God has done is the highest possible good that anyone could ever do for us- 
saving us from an eternity of experiencing His righteous wrath in Hell, he deserves 
the highest possible praise! This is what we are seeking.  

Join us in seeking God’s glory on our gospel mission. 

[Main Point 2] Join us in gospel discipleship on our gospel mission. 

Look with me vv. 8-12- First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, 
because your faith is proclaimed in all the world. For God is my witness, whom I 
serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I mention you 
always in my prayers, asking that somehow by God’s will I may now at last 
succeed in coming to you. For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some 
spiritual gift to strengthen you- that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by 
each other’s faith, both yours and mine. 

Verse 5 told us that we have received grace “to bring about the obedience of 
faith.” Obedience, submitting to Jesus’ loving leadership and rule is required if 
you are a gospel Christian. You are saved by grace alone through faith alone, but 
you are saved so that you would become something you aren’t- someone who is 
obedient! And God has given us a number of ways to be helped in that, but the 
primary way is through fellowship with other Christians. 

Look at vv. 11-12- For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual 
gift to strengthen you- that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by each 
other’s faith, both yours and mine. 

Paul wants to be with other Christians. Paul knows that he needs to be with other 
Christians. He wants fellowship. He wants to give to others so that they will be 
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encouraged. He wants to receive from others so that he will be encouraged. Paul 
knew that discipleship occurred in relationships of fellowship where people are 
sharing with one another what God is teaching them.  

[Illustration] Earlier this year a 45 year-old in Kenya died and it made headlines. 
Why? Because Sudan, was the last male white rhinoceros on earth. In order for 
the species to survive, Sudan needed to be surrounded by other rhinos so that 
they could increase in numbers. The rhinos were all weakening in isolation from 
one another as they aged. If the white rhinoceros was to survive, they needed to 
be together. They needed to be in community.  

[Application] As the subspecies of white rhinoceros goes, so goes the Christian in 
isolation. If you think that you can be brought into the obedience of faith that the 
gospel brings by being by yourself, you are going to end up like Sudan. You need 
other Christians and other Christians need you. This is why on our gospel mission, 
we have discipleship groups and home groups for fellowship. We want you to join 
us on our gospel mission in gospel discipleship. Both discipleship groups and 
home groups are important for gospel discipleship on our gospel mission- but I 
want us to focus on home groups. 

I have no doubt that there are some of you here who are members of this church 
and claim to be on a gospel mission with us but you don’t care about home group. 
Despite the fact that you joined saying that you would attend home group, you 
don’t. A select few of you have good reasons for not attending home group and 
have spoken to us, if that’s you, then know that I’m not talking to you.  

The apostle Paul, so full of the Holy Spirit that he is actually writing holy Scripture, 
wants to cross the Ionian Sea in a sailboat and make a dangerous trek north by 
foot, through Italy to get to Rome so that he can experience fellowship. And I hear 
people say things like, “We couldn’t make it this week because we were just so 
tired. Well, they live fifteen minutes from us and Monroe street has been under 
construction, so that adds an additional two minutes, so it’s just a hassle.” I am so 
sick of that excuse. There are 168 hours in a week- if you can’t put aside five of 
them for intentional fellowship, what exactly are you doing with the other 163? 
Set aside five hours for home group a week- an hour for driving there, three hours 
being with people who love Jesus and love you, and an hour home. “Why would I 
set aside 5 hours when it’s really only 15 minutes there, two hours of home 
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group, and 15 minutes home? That’s only two and a half hours for home group?” 
EXACTLY! 

The gospel mission means being in a context where the gospel changes sinners. 
The gospel mission means applying the gospel to every area of your life. The 
gospel mission means helping others apply the gospel to every area of their lives. 
The gospel mission requires fellowship. The gospel mission requires discipleship. 
If those things don’t matter to you- you are not on a gospel mission, and God is 
speaking to you through me, calling you to join us on our gospel mission. 

This sermon is a call for you to join us on our gospel mission. Join us as we seek 
God’s glory, join us in gospel discipleship, and third 

[Main Point 3] Join us in gospel evangelism on our gospel mission. 

The mission Paul was on was to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of 
his name among all nations. We want to be like him. Look at his passion for 
preaching the gospel to all people in vv. 13-14- 

I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that I have often intended to come to 
you (but thus far have been prevented), in order that I may reap some harvest 
among you as well as among the rest of the Gentiles. I am under obligation both 
to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish. So I am eager to 
preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome.  

Paul wants to preach the gospel to those people in Rome. He wants to share the 
gospel with all of the people he comes into contact with. He wants to share the 
gospel with the civilized Greeks and Romans and to share the gospel with the 
uncivilized non-Greeks. He wants to share the gospel with the wise and the 
foolish. Verse 16 tells us that he wants to share the gospel with Jews and Greeks. 
Verse five states that he wants to share the gospel with all nations. No matter 
how you classify yourself, no matter how you identify yourself, if you are a 
human- the gospel is for you. We want to share the gospel with you and people 
like you. We want to reap a harvest where we see lives changed for the better 
through the message of Jesus Christ.  

[Illustration] Imagine that a friend of yours would like to give you $1000, but he’s 
unable to give it to you directly. But your friend knows that I will see you soon. So 
what your friend does is he gives me the $1000 and makes me promise to hand 
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the money to you as soon as I am able. Whether you know it or not, I owe you 
$1000. I am under an obligation to you to give you the funds that were intended 
to you.  

[Application] The same goes for us- we are under an obligation, like Paul, to share 
not just $1000 with you- but something of infinite value, the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. God has given us the gospel, not to be simply held but to be further given 
to all those around us- we owe it to you. The gospel mission compels us to share 
this with every person on the face of the earth.  

Practically, this means a few things- it means we want you talking to your 
neighbors, co-workers, friends, and family. We are on a mission to do whatever 
we can to make Jesus’ name known among the nations. This is why we want to 
plant a campus in the Spokane Valley sooner rather than later. This is why we 
have volunteers in the Logan Elementary Mentorship program and do summer 
camp for those students. Christian, you are on a mission for God’s glory to carry 
the gospel to the people around you. 

A second implication of this has to do with Paul’s emphasis about the types of 
people the gospel is for. We want this church to reflect the reality that the gospel 
is for all types of people. Perhaps you are here, and you look around, and the 
people around you look different. They wear different clothes, they drive 
different cars, they have different color of skin, they have different family 
backgrounds, and you feel a little out of place. Our great desire is that you be 
patient with us and stick with us. We are on a mission and we want to reach 
people like you and we need people like you to help us do that.  

Every Christian wants to grow in evangelism. Let me give you a couple things that 
are really helpful for me. First, just tell people that you are a Christian who goes 
to church. People expect other people to speak about themselves and their 
interests. As soon as you tell people that you are a Christian, your friend will have 
no reason to be surprised if you start talking about Jesus. After you have done 
this, ask if they would be interested in ever coming to church to meet some of 
your friends who are trying to trust Jesus. What’s funny is that most of us are 
scared of offending people, but the people you are talking to are probably just as 
scared of offending you- so they are likely to be very nice to you. This opens up all 
kinds of opportunities for talking about Jesus specifically.  
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We are seeking to be on a gospel mission for God’s glory. We are trying to reach 
our mission through gospel discipleship and gospel evangelism. We want you to 
join us. But how on earth can we do this? It seems like so much working, it sounds 
exhausting, it sounds like we are likely to face discouragement. The key is our final 
point. 

[Main Point 4] Join us in trusting gospel power on our gospel mission. 

Look with me at vv. 14-17- I am under obligation both to Greeks and to 
barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish. So I am eager to preach the gospel 
to you also who are in Rome. For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the 
power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to 
the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is 
written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” 

The gospel is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes! And note 
that v. 15 shows Paul’s eagerness to preach the gospel to Christians! People 
who’ve already received it. The gospel is the only thing that has the power to 
sustain us in our mission.  

Here’s how Paul knew that the gospel is so powerful. He was a man who was a 
devout religious man, performing every possible duty he could find, and yet he 
knew that his excellent religious performance couldn’t save him. But the gospel of 
Jesus Christ comes to Paul and tells him that Jesus has performed perfectly and 
that Paul can receive that perfection as a gift simply by trusting in Jesus. The 
gospel is so powerful, that it transformed a man from being almost certainly an 
ethnic supremacist with ethnic Jews as the elite people, to wanting to share the 
gospel with people who he would have avoided publicly. The gospel is so 
powerful that it transformed him from traveling around the middle east trying to 
stop the spread of Christianity, to traveling around the known world trying to 
spread Christianity. There is nothing else that it is this powerful. This is what 
changed and sustained the apostle Paul. 

This is what we think is different about us than the overwhelming majority of 
churches out there- even good churches. We want the gospel to inform every 
single thing that we do as a church. We want our discipleship and evangelism to 
be gospel-centered, not just for the person who is being discipled and 
evangelized, but for the people who are doing it. We want to focus on Jesus 
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Christ, how He has come as Lord and Savior to give His life up on the cross to free 
sinners from the guilt and power of sin. We want to focus on how Jesus fully 
satisfied the wrath of God that we deserve for our sin. We want to emphasize 
how God’s love transformed God’s enemies into God’s children. We want to focus 
on how all of these blessings come to us free from any work or performance on 
our part. 

You see, most churches will tell you that discipleship and evangelism are 
important- they may even tell you that it should be done for God’s glory. But what 
ends up happening is that people are told regularly how they are failing- how they 
need to try harder, how they could be doing more, and similar thoughts (and we 
all know that those are true for most of us). But then our motivation is guilt and 
our source of power is human effort- which will never be enough to sustain us. 
Instead, when we recognize that the gospel is one of grace and that we receive it 
by faith alone, as v. 17 tells us- the gospel comes to us always through faith and 
never through anything else- we become free from guilt and experience God’s 
power in accomplishing our gospel mission. What we want is a gospel stampede.  

[Illustration] If you spend much time around me you will learn that I hate cows. I 
cannot stand how stupid they are. But there is something that they do that 
becomes especially dangerous- they can stampede. Known causes of stampedes 
include such significant events as someone lighting a match, someone jumping off 
a horse, a horse shaking itself, or when a tumbleweed is blown into the herd- 
again you see the levels of intelligence we’re dealing with. But what happens is 
that a cow gets nervous and starts running, which causes the cows around that 
cow to start running, which causes the cows around those cows to start running. 
And what it does is that it creates the cycle- this feedback loop- that starts to feed 
itself until the whole herd is swept up. It took only one cause, one source of 
power- a single cow- to get the cycle started but without effort it has grown and 
grown and grown feeding the cycle so that the growth of the stampede becomes 
self-sustaining. 

That’s the way the gospel works in the life of the church. When the gospel is 
preached what happens is that people seek God’s glory as we heard in the first 
point- because the gospel is all about what God has done for us- not what we 
have done for God- so we know God deserves the glory. This leads them to 
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disciple people with the gospel to teach them more and more about God and the 
grace He gives so freely to those who are called into His family. These disciples 
then can’t help but share this good news with the people around them in gospel 
evangelism, bringing more and more people into the church. But rather than 
running out of energy due to the weak people involved, the gospel becomes the 
engine feeding the cycle- providing the power and motivation to keep the cycle 
growing. Rather than a cattle stampede motivated by fear, we have a gospel 
stampede motivated by freedom! People are reminded of how Jesus has 
accomplished everything for our salvation, so we don’t need to perform to earn 
his acceptance- we are accepted and loved no matter what. And the freedom and 
joy that this brings starts the whole cycle over again. It’s a gospel stampede, and 
we want it at Grace Christian Fellowship.  

We want people living and hearing and applying the gospel so fully that the cycle 
and growth at GCF becomes self-feeding. There is power to keep us moving, keep 
us going, keep us growing.  

[Application] The application for us is to know the gospel. Do you feel discouraged 
and disappointed with your growth in the Christian life? The gospel tells you that 
Jesus loved you and came and died for you before you had any growth in the 
Christian life at all- so you can be sure that your slow growth doesn’t discourage 
or disappoint God. Are you tempted to fear the rejection of people- say, in your 
evangelism? Well, you are accepted and loved by a Holy God, so if other people 
reject you, it hurts much less because God is pleased to know you and be with 
you. He won’t leave you or forsake you, He won’t abandon you. Do you ever feel 
condemned over that one sin, and you can’t get it out of your head? Jesus knew 
about your sin and loved you by dying for that sin in all its horror before you were 
even born. The punishment has already been given, the debt has already been 
paid, and God interacts with you now only for your good and your best interests. 

How about your discipleship? Are you wondering how you could ever submit to 
very imperfect leaders like elders, home group leaders, discipleship group 
teachers? The gospel shows us that Jesus loves to glorify God by submitting- to 
God the Father, to His earthly parents, and even to civil authorities. So you then 
have the power to trust in imperfect leaders knowing that you are ultimately 
trusting in God. Do you wish you were a better parent, but get easily frustrated 
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with your kids? The gospel shows us that everyone needs a parent, and, even 
though we wanted to be orphans, God the Father paid an infinite price in 
purchasing our adoption and brings us into His family. So we can be reminded 
that when our kids are sinning (or not), what they need is a parent, just like we 
do!  

We want everything we do here to be focused on the gospel for this reason. The 
sermons we preach, the books we read, the songs we sing- even when there may 
be trendier Christian things out there. Even good things, like Reformed Theology, 
or Charismatic gifts, or mission strategies ultimately run out of steam and power if 
the gospel isn’t the source of power. That’s why we aspire to plant churches, 
support missionaries and other organizations that are gospel-centered as well! 
We want this power to be feeding the cycle of mission and evangelism and 
discipleship. We want the world shaking under the sound and force of a gospel 
stampede. We want you to join us.  

[Conclusion] As we listen to the apostle Paul, we hear an obsession with the 
gospel of Jesus Christ- how it impacts the mission of his life in all that he does. 
That’s how we want to be. We want to be people who see the gospel as the only 
way to truly make Jesus’ name known among all the nations. We want the gospel 
to motivate everything we do as Christians, how we grow as Christians through 
fellowship, discipleship, and community. We want the gospel to be the motivator 
for why we share the gospel with every sort of person, for the sake of sharing how 
Jesus Christ has come to transform His enemies into His friends and save us from 
the wrath of God. We want to share the gospel unashamedly in all contexts 
because the Holy Spirit is going to unleash His power to continue to grow us 
through it. It’s a gospel mission for God’s glory, and we want you to join us.                                                

 


