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Continue in Faithfulness 

[Announce Text] Please keep your Bibles open to Revelation 3:7-13. 

[Scripture Introduction] This week we are on our sixth of seven letters to real 
churches in ancient Asia Minor- modern day Turkey. In them, we learn what Jesus 
really thinks of local churches, what is to be corrected, what is to be commended, 
and what is to be rewarded. Last week we heard about the church at Sardis which 
received only rebuke from Jesus and now we turn to the church in Philadelphia 
which receives the great honor of encouragement and celebration from Jesus.  

[Prayer for illumination] Please pray with me… 

[Introduction] This last week we celebrated our country’s independence. I love 
being an American. We have our faults for sure, but we live in a country that has 
more influence than any other nation on earth. We are a country of brave 
adventurers. We are a country of cowboys and marines. We like our military 
strong. We like our economy stronger. We exert our power through diplomacy 
and education and media. We like to fill our big houses with big TVs and powerful 
firearms and in our garage are huge cars. Bigger is better. Thank you for asking, 
we will have the large fries and large drink with our order. The United States of 
America is a great place to live.  

 In the US, we like our Christianity to be big too! God bless the USA! We’re 
home to mega-churches, celebrity pastors, Christian broadcasting, numerous 
seminaries with famous scholars. For many of us, it doesn’t matter what any of 
those things actually say or teach- so long as it’s well produced. Wouldn’t it be 
great if Grace Christian Fellowship was like that? But alas, we’re not. We’re not in 
Manhattan or Chicago or Los Angeles- we’re in weak little Spokane. You certainly 
aren’t looking at a celebrity pastor. We don’t have several thousand attend our 
services on Sundays. Through this lens, GCF is weak. We have little power. Can 
we really make a difference? Do the things we do matter? Does God really care 
about us when there are so many bigger things happening at other churches- 
with more visibility, more people, more influence? Does God really care about 
your life in comparison to the lives of Charles Spurgeon, St. Augustine, that brave 
missionary or martyr or the perfect pastor’s wife? The best we can really claim is 
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that we’re trying to be faithful. What can God say to a church like us with so 
little power and influence? 

 In this passage of God’s Word we see what God says to a church, who, I 
think and hope, is like us in many ways. Jesus tells the church in Philadelphia and 
to faithful churches everywhere: 

[Proposition] Continue in faithfulness. 

Jesus commends the church in Philadelphia to continue in faithfulness. 
Specifically, we are told to be faithful to the One who makes faithfulness possible, 
to continue to be faithful to God’s Word, and also to continue toward the reward 
for the faithful. Faithful to the One, faithful to the Word, and the reward for the 
faithful.  

[Transition] First, 

[Main Point 1] Continue to be faithful to the One who makes faithfulness 
possible 

Christianity is fundamentally about a personal relationship with the living Jesus 
Christ- and lasting relationships require faithfulness. But how can sinful and weak 
churches and people be faithful to a Holy God? The great news is that God 
Himself makes it possible through a combination of His own power and love. It is 
those two things that will make our faithfulness possible. Let’s look first at how 

[Subpoint 1] Your faithfulness is possible due to Christ’s power 

Look with me at Revelation 3:7-10 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia 
write: ‘The words of the holy one, the true one, who has the key of David, who 
opens and no one will shut, who shuts and no one opens. 

“’I know your works. Behold, I have set before you an open door, which no one is 
able to shut. I know that you have but little power, and yet you have kept my word 
and have not denied my name. Behold, I will make those of the synagogue of 
Satan who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie- behold, I will make them 
come and bow down before your feet, and they will learn that I have loved you. 
Because you have kept my word about patient endurance, I will keep you from the 
hour of trial that is coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell on the 
earth. 
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Jesus is fully and truly God- He is all powerful. Nobody can thwart His purposes. In 
v. 8 the Church at Philadelphia is told by Jesus Himself that they have little power- 
they are weak. This probably means that the church is small in numbers and 
contains those who have little to no influence in the society around them- sounds 
like it could describe many of us! 

And Jesus says that He is the one who has the key (not Peter- for those of you 
with Roman Catholic leanings) and he can open a door or shut a door and nothing 
can stop him from doing that. He is too powerful- He controls which way the 
hinges turn. Jesus has the power to pour out His Spirit on you to make the 
seemingly impossible, possible. We may have little power to be faithful to Christ, 
but Christ has unlimited power that cannot be defeated and He can keep us 
faithful to Himself. 

Second,  

[Subpoint 2] Your faithfulness is possible due to Christ’s love. 

It’s one thing to know that someone is powerful- it’s another thing to know that 
that person is going to wield their power in a way that is helpful rather than 
harmful toward us. A gun in the hand of a murderer is no comfort, but a firearm 
in the hand of faithful and kind police officer is. Thankfully, Jesus tells the church 
of Philadelphia, and us today, that He is not only powerful, but loving toward us.  

Look again at v. 9 with me: Behold, I will make those of the synagogue of Satan 
who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie- behold, I will make them come 
and bow down before your feet, and they will learn that I have loved you. 

The church at Philadelphia did not have it easy. They were weak and lacked 
influence like a high school freshman in a room full of suit-wearing corporate 
executives. They were like us. They faced opposition from outside- it seems that 
the Jewish community in Philadelphia was persecuting them and probably 
excluding them from opportunities- I’m sure they had similar struggles with the 
pagan Greeks that surrounded them as well. Undoubtedly, like all people, at times 
they looked within their members and found sin, suffering, and disagreements. 
They were like us. In their weakness and suffering perhaps they knew that God 
was powerful but Jesus reminds them of something equally important- that He 
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loves them. Sometimes it may not look like it or feel like it for Philadelphia or us- 
but we need to listen to Christ’s word that He loves us. 

[Illustration] Imagine for a moment that your livelihood, your very life- is 
dependent on selling things door-to-door. A fearful thought for most of us. Now 
imagine that as you go door-to-door you find no soliciting signs waiting on every 
home. But then you see one house that doesn’t have the “No Soliciting” sign. And 
it’s a mansion. If you get this homeowner’s business you will be set for life. But as 
you get closer to the house you recognize some dangerous sights and sounds- 
angry dogs barking- and you can tell that they are big. You notice a sign about 
shooting trespassers. You notice a series of locks on the door, you are too weak to 
force it open. You’d rather just disappear, just go somewhere else, but you’ll 
starve to death if you do. So you knock and ring the doorbell and you realize this 
goes bad for you in a number of ways. You can’t force the door open but it can be 
unlocked from the inside. But who or what is going to be waiting for you on the 
other side if the door actually opens? Maybe this homeowner is welcoming to 
salespeople because he’s a psychopath and is looking for victims. Judging by their 
wealth, there’s a good chance your goods will offer him nothing that He doesn’t 
already have. Everything hinges on two things: will the door open and how will 
you be received? 

[Application] This is our reality. Jesus has the power to open the door and when 
He does, He is waiting in love on the other side. In power, He makes your 
faithfulness possible by holding the door open for you to walk through. In love, He 
welcomes you in, takes your coat, and invites you to rest from your labors. You 
share what services you offer and He tells you that He has plenty of others doing 
the same thing and you realize that you aren’t necessary- but then He tells you 
that He would like to use your goods and services too! In fact, He wants you to 
come back every day. You don’t need to fear His rejection, He’ll use his power to 
keep the door open for you to come in whenever you like. When this happens, He 
is so warm, welcoming, and loving that you want to come back whether he buys 
anything or not- you just enjoy being with Him. 

This is how we are compelled in faithfulness to Christ- He makes it possible. He 
has the power to give us His Spirit and give us new life. To open the door in such a 
way that it can’t be shut by any others. This is Christ’s Church! It is not owned or 
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possessed by me, or the elders, or the members- it was purchased with His blood. 
It’s not our strength and power that keeps us faithful- it’s the power of God who 
created the Heavens and the Earth and stars and galaxies and raises the dead! He 
has the power to take a weak little Christian and a weak little church and keep us 
faithful. 

In addition to His power, He is so loving and welcoming that you find yourself 
wanting to come back again and again and again. This Jesus you need to know. 
The more you truly know Him the more you will love Him and you will find 
yourself increasingly desiring to be faithful and true to the true one. You want to 
be with Him, so you come back day after day to experience His love for you 
specifically. Practically, this means that you need to spend time relating to God in 
prayer, corporate worship, Bible reading, and fellowship with other believers. 
Those are going to be the means of God’s power and love that are going to help 
you continue in faithfulness.  

[Transition] So we continue in faithfulness to the One who makes faithfulness 
possible. We also must   

[Main Point 2] Continue to be faithful to God’s Word. 

It makes sense that, since Jesus is known as the living Word of God, that our 
faithfulness would be to God’s written Word as well. What does faithfulness to 
God’s Word look like? First, we must continue to be faithful as we  

[Subpoint 1] Continue to share God’s Word 

Look with me at v. 8: “’I know your works. Behold, I have set before you an open 
door, which no one is able to shut. I know that you have but little power, and yet 
you have kept my word and have not denied my name. 

In the New Testament the idea of the “Open Door” always seems to carry with it 
the meaning of mission and evangelism. Furthermore, there is mention that the 
believers at Philadelphia “have not denied (Christ’s) name”- a reference to public 
identification with Jesus. The church in Philadelphia had little power, they were 
being opposed by Jews for their loyalty and witness to the gospel and yet, Jesus 
commends them for not having denied His name. Keep it up, things might look 
tough, but I’ve opened a door for you to share my word to the people of 
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Philadelphia and nobody is going to shut this door on you. I have set it open- 
continue to walk through it.  

Scholars note, in fact, many of the Jews, who Jesus here calls a Synagogue of 
Satan because they are resisting His purposes will actually be converted through 
the witness of the Philadelphians- that’s really what it means when it says that 
they will “bow down before your feet.” This isn’t a total conquest of the Jews- it’s 
their conversion and being brought into the same group to worship the same God 
at the same place. Jesus has opened this door to those in Philadelphia and those 
at GCF. Some of our opponents will soon be our friends.  

[Transition] In order to be faithful to God’s Word, we must share it but we must 
also 

[Subpoint 2] Continue to keep God’s Word 

Look with me at the end of v. 8, and then vv. 10-11 

I know that you have but little power, and yet you have kept my word and have 
not denied my name…Because you have kept my word about patient endurance, I 
will keep you from the hour of trial that is coming on the whole world, to try those 
who dwell on the earth. I am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no 
one may seize your crown. 

Those in Philadelphia may have had little power, but they kept Christ’s word! 
Jesus goes on- “you have kept my word about patient endurance,” He says. 
You’ve kept it, continue to “hold fast” to it. Don’t let it go- keep obeying.  

Notice what it says about keeping Jesus’ words about “patient endurance.” There 
is a little bit of disagreement about how to translate that phrase, but in my 
viewpoint, based on the context, this translation makes the most sense. The 
Philadelphians are being told that Christ requires that they endure in keeping and 
obeying God’s Word through some form of suffering. And He tells them that they 
must continue to hold fast to the Word. 

[Application] Everyone in this room is holding fast to someone’s words. Maybe 
the words of a parent or mentor. Maybe the words of a respected scholar or 
politician- or the popular kid at school. Perhaps a celebrity or athlete. Maybe just 
your own words- the ideas and words that come from inside yourself. We are all 
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building our lives on ideas and the words that share them. Jesus is calling us to 
hold fast and being faithful to God’s Word.   

The thing about being faithful to God’s Word is that we actually have to know 
what it says. For some of you, my question is: are you even reading it? Are you 
looking to it for guidance and life? That is the first place to start. Do you know 
what it says about God and man? Creation and redemption? Sin and salvation? 
The Church and the world? Read the Word faithfully. 

Additionally, look at the little church in Philadelphia: not only did they know 
Christ’s Word, they did not deny Christ’s name found in it- they shared it. They 
had an open door to spread the gospel, despite opposition, and they walked 
through the door of service to invite others in. They were people like us- busy, 
with family and work and home maintenance. They knew that Jesus had called 
them to share His good news of salvation to the perishing world around them. 
Our lives are undoubtedly easier than the lives of the Philadelphians- what is 
keeping us from sharing the gospel with those around us? Fear? Apathy? Pray 
that God will change us so  that we reach out to our family and friends and 
coworkers and neighbors with Jesus and an invitation to church. 

Where do you need to keep God’s word? Maybe you are getting impatient with 
your children or angry at your spouse- God’s Word tells you to lay down your life 
and serve them and care for them. Maybe you are gripped by anxiety and fear of 
man and the future? God’s Word is calling you to walk with Him and trust Him to 
take care of you. Are you compromising your obedience to God’s word by 
committing much more scandalous sins? Maybe you have done things that would 
put you in jail or end your marriage or cost you your job- and nobody knows 
about it. We can be faithful to God’s Word by confessing these things and seeking 
Christ’s forgiveness- that’s why He gives us the gift of the local church.  

How do we continue in faithfulness to Christ and His Word? I don’t know about 
you, but there are many days when it seems impossible for me. I see sin and 
suffering and pain and death and my own weaknesses and I think to myself, “I’m 
not going to make it.” It’s too hard, I’m too weak. In v.10 Jesus promises the 
church in Philadelphia and us that He will keep us. This doesn’t mean keep us 
from physical suffering and persecution but a promise to keep us spiritually 
faithful as we, in His power, remain faithful to His Word. 



8 
 

Continue in faithfulness by keeping God’s Word.      

[Transition] Continue to be faithful to the One who makes faithfulness possible, 
continue to be faithful to God’s Word and finally 

[Main Point 3] Continue faithfully toward the Reward 

Look with me at v. 12- The one who conquers, I will make him a pillar in the 
temple of my God. Never shall he go out of it, and I will write on him the name of 
my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes 
down from my God out of heaven, and my own new name. 

There are lots of rewards promised to the faithful throughout the seven letters 
but there are two main rewards in this letter to the Philadelphians. 

[Subpoint 1] First, continue toward the reward of becoming a pillar in God’s 
presence. 

Jesus introduces Himself in v. 7 to the Philadelphians as the great doorkeeper. 
Elsewhere He uses similar words in John 10:7-10 

So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 
All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to 
them. I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and 
out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came 
that they may have life and have it abundantly. 

Jesus makes entrance to God’s presence possible and in v. 12 we are told that 
Jesus will take the faithful ones and reward them by being a pillar in God’s 
temple.  

Philadelphia was experienced with numerous earthquakes. In an age before steel 
engineering and ground leveling devices, earthquakes would level whole cities, 
bringing buildings down on top of their residents. This would cause most people 
to flee to the countryside away from the buildings during an earthquake and 
remain there for weeks or months afterward to protect themselves from the 
damage caused by aftershocks. Amazingly, when people like the Philadelphians 
would return, many times all that would be left would be the large pillars of the 
great buildings and temples. In fact, all that’s left of many of the great buildings of 
classical times are their pillars- but they stand today- thousands of years later. 
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This is Jesus using Old Testament wording to say that he will bring the faithful 
ones into God’s presence and we will be immovably, forever kept near to Him 
where we will experience the abundant, overflowing, all-encompassing fullness of 
joy! We won’t need to flee out of His presence for protection, because we find 
our protection in Him. This is a tremendous reward for those of us who have little 
power and yet remain faithful. But it’s promised only to those who hold fast to 
what we have.  

It’s amazing what being in the presence of the right person can do. We all know 
those people who, as soon as the enter the room, have a way of changing it for 
the better- there is energy and laughter and joy. Everyone suddenly forgets about 
their problems for a short time and engage in the back and forth, give and take 
nature of this relationship. We look forward to those people arriving to visit and 
we can’t help but smile when we bump into them by surprise. The problem is, 
that we can never, always, be around these people. We eventually have to go to 
work or travel home or finally- one of us dies. 

Here, Jesus is saying that for the Philadelphians and Spokanites who continue in 
faithfulness they will be in God’s presence forever- and He is the source of joy. 

The question, then, is: what happens to those who don’t continue in faithfulness? 
Jesus says in v. 10 that He is coming as a judge to try those who dwell on the 
earth- a reference to all of us who are idol worshipers- and we all worship idols 
whenever we look to someone or something else as our great source of joy or 
meaning. When we do that, they become our gods and we are unfaithful. 

Jesus states elsewhere in the New Testament that those who aren’t trusting in 
Him are removed from His presence, cast into the outer darkness- where there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matthew 8:12, 22:13, 25:30)- a place 
where nothing and no one who will bring joy. Hell. He has the power to shut one 
in to Hell and no one can open that door to get out. The way into God’s presence 
is through Jesus, the doorkeeper, the one who holds the key- and He has this 
authority because He lived a life of faithfulness and died on a cross for unfaithful 
people like you and me. Then, as I said earlier, He gives us power to follow Him in 
faithfulness to the end. 

[Transition] Jesus rewards the faithful by being a pillar in His presence 
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[Subpoint 2] Second, continue toward the reward of a new name. 

Look with me at v. 12- 

The one who conquers, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God. Never 
shall he go out of it, and I will write on him the name of my God, and the name of 
the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out of 
heaven, and my own new name. 

We are looking for a way to be celebrated by some group of people. We are 
wanting to be known and celebrated. We are all of us, looking for an identity. We 
are looking for a name. The problem is when we find our identities or names in 
ourselves or in something created, we will end up crushed by those things or 
people. They can’t deliver.  

Jesus offers a name to the faithful that will deliver. He will give you the name of 
“His God” a God who is “merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving 
iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty…” 
This is a good name. 

Jesus also promises that we will be written with “the name of the city of my God, 
the new Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out of heaven,” The city of 
Philadelphia had been renamed several times, including, for a few decades, the 
name Neocaesarea- “the New City of Caesar.” In Ezekiel 48:35 we are told that 
the city of Jerusalem would be called “The LORD is There.” And this takes us back 
to being in God’s presence again. When God names you, God will forever be with 
you and in you as you continue in faithfulness.  

Jesus also promises that we will be written with his “own new name.” Nobody 
knows for sure what this means, but we are told that the name of Jesus is the 
name above all names. And here He is identifying with us- He is giving us a 
powerful new identity connected to Him. Not a political party, not a race, not a 
nationality, not an economic status, not a sports team, not a marital status, not an 
occupation, not an age group, not a denomination, not an IQ score, not a measure 
of physical appearance, not a level of fashion, all of these things will eventually let 
us down and leave us left out. But Jesus, who is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever promises to reward the faithful with a new name. So when Jesus is 
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celebrated, you will be able to celebrate with Him and share in the joy that He has 
and receives for all eternity.  

Here is where Christianity is so different than every other religion or view on life. 
The idea of grace. We are told to do something and we don’t want to- so we 
disobey. So, in love God gives us a new heart to obey faithfully. But we are still 
weak, we might have a heart to obey, but we don’t have the power- so God 
provides the power to be faithful. And then, for the faithful, they are rewarded by 
God for something that, if we’re honest had nothing to do with us. We are 
rewarded for what God does- we are just humbly trying to be the means that He 
uses to accomplish His own purposes in His own power. You will not find such 
generosity anywhere else. 

[Application]  

Do you want this great reward? I do. Are you concerned you won’t be faithful and 
receive it? I am. Let me tell you what faithfulness in the future looks like: It looks 
like faithfulness today. And God will help you. Read the Bible, pray, come to 
church, resist sin, and be faithful through lunch. Then do some more of that and 
make it through dinner, then make it to bed. Then wake up, and be faithful 
through breakfast. Go to work, stay faithful until lunch. One hour will turn into 
one day. One day will turn into one week. Weeks will turn into months that turn 
into years and decades. Jesus will keep you. Jesus will keep you in the small 
things and the small things will turn into big things. That’s the key. 

Bigger may seem to be better in our culture, but Jesus has glowing commendation 
to the church at Philadelphia for doing the small things faithfully. For staying 
faithful to Him, staying faithful to the Word, and seeking the reward faithfully.  


