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Glorify God in All That You Do 

[Announce Text] Please keep your Bibles open to Psalm 115 

[Scripture Introduction] This week we continue our summer series on the Psalms- 
the great hymnbook and prayer book of the saints. The place where we 
encounter what it means to be needy and grateful saints living up close with an 
all-powerful God. Today’s Psalm, Psalm 115, is personally one of my favorite 
Psalms in the whole Bible. 

[Prayer for illumination] Please pray with me… 

[Illustration] Why do we celebrate things? What is the purpose of celebrating a 
birthday or an anniversary or a holiday? The purpose of a celebration is to draw 
attention to the person or event being celebrated. We celebrate the living person 
on their birthday and draw attention to that person for one special day. They 
become our focus, they get a small level of fame and glory by being the center of 
attention. We are always celebrating things and, in doing so, we are drawing 
attention away from the mundane and allowing the special things and people to 
receive glory for what makes them special. 

 This is absolutely the case for the Christian life. You were made to bring 
glory to God- it is your highest purpose. But what does that mean for you and 
me? I remember being in college and riding in a car with my friend Luke Boswell 
and he asked me, what I thought the purpose of life was. I said, “To glorify God.” 
And Luke said, “I agree with you- but what does that mean?” My response, “I’m 
not exactly sure.” Many of you are like me, you know that we are supposed to be 
living for God’s glory- but we don’t know, practically, what that means. If that’s 
you Psalm 115 is particularly helpful for us- and it shows us that we can celebrate 
and bring fame to God in very practical ways as it tells us 

[Proposition] Glorify God in all that you do. 

 The New Testament tells us that whatever we do is meant to be done for 
God’s glory- but sometimes that’s so broad that we need more specific 
suggestions and descriptions of what it means to glorify God. Psalm 115 is here to 
help us with some practical ways to celebrate God and bring Him glory that can be 
done in every area of your life. Specifically, Psalm 115 shows us that we glorify 
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God through three means: Glorify God by humbling yourself, Glorify God by 
trusting God, and Glorify God through blessing.  

Let’s look first at how to 

[Main Point 1] Glorify God by humbling yourself. 

In order to celebrate something, bring fame to someone, to glorify someone you 
must draw attention to that person or thing. You can’t be the center of the 
attention as you try to draw other people’s attention to someone else. It’s not 
possible. We have to get out of the way in order to glorify God. Psalm 115:1-3 
tells us that we glorify God by getting out of the way and humbling ourselves.  

[Subpoint 1] But how do we humble ourselves? We humble ourselves by 
transferring glory to God. 

Look with me at v.1- Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to your name give glory, for 
the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness! 

We don’t know the exact setting of the writing of this Psalm, but some people 
have thought that it could have been composed after a great military victory for 
the people of Israel. It’s usually victory and success that cause the greatest danger 
to us in our ability to humble ourselves, but the Psalmist here sees things as they 
really are.  

James says that every good and perfect gift comes from God, Paul says that there 
is nothing that we’ve received that we haven’t been given. The Psalmist sees this- 
he recognizes that there is a temptation for humans, creatures, sinners to take 
glory for their accomplishments but that that wouldn’t be right! We must humble 
ourselves and transfer the glory and credit to God as the source of those 
accomplishments. Yes, we’ve been able to accomplish things, yes maybe we’ve 
even done things well, but ultimately, the ability to do that has come from God- 
He’s the one who makes it all possible. And why does God do these glorious 
things? Because of His great love for His people. The Psalmists says: you’ve done 
great things God, and you are the one who deserves the glory for it! Don’t let the 
fame and celebration of this accomplishment stop with me, it needs to be 
returned to its rightful place- let me transfer it to you- you deserve the 
celebration, fame, glory. Should the waiter receive the praise for the quality of 
the food and the originality of the recipe? No, he just delivered the food- he 
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should transfer the praise to the chef. Should the UPS driver receive the glory for 
the perfect birthday present? No, he should draw attention to the grandpa or 
grandma who shipped it. Should the pharmacist take all the credit for the life-
saving drug? No, the glory should be transferred to the researchers who 
discovered it. The same goes for us, when we experience the joys of success and 
victory in this life, we glorify God by transferring that glory to God, who made the 
success possible. 

So we humble ourselves by transferring glory,  

[Subpoint 2] How else do we humble ourselves? By acknowledging God’s rule. 

Look with me at vv. 2-3- Why should the nations say, “Where is their God?” Our 
God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases.  

One of the greatest ways we steal God’s glory is by diminishing His reputation and 
constantly requiring God to measure up to what we think God should be like. How 
many times in our lives are we demanding things of God- and when we make 
demands of God- we demean God. When we do that we are not humbling 
ourselves we are exalting ourselves and drawing attention to an imaginary God 
who is like us. We are tempted to look around like the people of the nations 
around Israel and ask, “Where is God?” “God, if you are real why can’t I see you?” 
“God, why do I feel this way?” “God, why did this happen to me?” “God, why 
won’t you do more?” And really, all of these questions boil down to: “God, why 
aren’t you as smart or good as me?” But God is not subject or limited to the 
demands of people. God does not need to humble Himself and say, “Yes, little 
human creature, I screwed up.” Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he 
pleases. He’s where He wants to be, doing what He wants to do. He is the King 
not us. He is the one on the throne, we are the ones in the streets. He is the one 
who issues the orders, we are the ones commanded to obey. He is the one who 
accomplishes what He desires, we are the ones who get to benefit from His good 
purposes. He is the one who rules, we are the ones who must humble ourselves 
and be His subjects.  

[Application] Where are you glorifying yourself rather than humbling yourself? 
Where are you focusing on yourself rather than focusing on God. So long as you 
are doing that, God is not getting the fame and credit He deserves from your life.  
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Do you feel a constant need to let everyone know where you are and what you 
are doing through social media or texting or some other app on your phone? Are 
you parading your work successes to others? Are you pushing your children out 
into public so that you can be seen as such an excellent parent? Are you quick to 
point out other people’s failures and fire at them with the. “I told you so’s?” Are 
you quick to show why your view on children’s schooling, diet, philosophy of 
healthcare, politics, economics, aging, etc are so much better than everyone 
else’s? Do you think that all you need to do is share these things more and then 
everyone will be like you and then the world will be a better place? Most of the 
time when you do this, what you are doing is glorifying yourself. You can either 
glorify yourself or you can glorify God by humbling yourself- you can’t have them 
both. 

Or maybe you are glorifying yourself in a much more subtle way. Maybe you are 
glorifying yourself by focusing on yourself, and your failings, and your unattractive 
qualities, and your past, and the ways you are a victim. You’re whining and 
moping because things aren’t going your way. I truly am sorry that you are 
suffering, but what you are saying is that things would be better if you were king 
or queen and capable of doing everything YOU want. Really, you will find much 
more joy by humbling yourself and acknowledging that a good, righteous, loving, 
and holy God is the one who is ruling and you get the joy of living under His rule- 
not your own.  

[Transition] We glorify God by humbling ourselves. How else do we glorify God? 

[Main Point 2] We glorify God by trusting God. 

The first way we trust God is by trusting in nothing else. Look at how vv. 4-8 tell us  

[Subpoint 1] Don’t trust in idols. 

Listen to God’s Word- Their idols are silver and gold, the work of human hands. 
They have mouths, but do not speak; eyes, but do not see. They have ears, but do 
not hear; noses, but do not smell. They have hands, but do not feel; feet, but do 
not walk; and they do not make a sound in their throat. Those who make them 
become like them; so do all who trust in them.   

The nations around Israel were asking, “Where is their God?” They had a sense of 
superiority. These people can’t even show us their God, they don’t even know if 
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He’s around. But we’re not like them- we have temples and idols and shrines and 
altars and poles that can be seen from great distances. We can see and touch and 
smell our gods. Let us draw our attention and glory away from that God and 
toward something better. But the Psalmist points out how utterly ridiculous this 
all is. You have these idols that are made of silver and gold, but they had to be 
made by people. Sure they have eyes, but they can’t see anything around them. 
They have ears, but they are made of metal or wood or stone and they can’t hear 
your prayers. They have hands but they can’t carry you. They have feet but you 
are the one who has to move them when the maid comes in to clean the floor! 
This is ridiculous! Your little gods, your idols, can’t DO anything- if they had 
thoughts, they couldn’t do what they want! But our God does all that He pleases. 
When we put our trust in something we are saying that they are WORTHY to be 
trusted and that God is not worthy to be trusted. And take note, just as it would 
be wrong to trust in something that you made with your own hands it is wrong for 
you to trust in something that you make with your mind. Don’t trust in a god 
made of dollar signs or vacation days or love letters or clean bills of health or 
titles on doors or desks they are going to direct your worship away from God to 
themselves. They will distract you from giving credit and attention and glory to 
the One True God who deserves it!  

So we glorify God by not trusting in idols we also glorify God when we obey the 
command to  

[Subpoint 2] Trust in the LORD 

Look with me at vv. 9-11- O Israel, trust in the LORD! He is their help and their 
shield. O house of Aaron, trust in the LORD! He is their help and their shield. You 
who fear the LORD, trust in the LORD! He is their help and their shield. 

For those of you who have been here for more than a few weeks, you know that 
we often in our calls to worship have readings that are responsive readings- 
where a leader reads something- usually from the Bible- and we read something 
in response back to the leader as we all do so together in God’s presence. Many 
scholars think that that is exactly what is happening here. The priests, who are in 
the line of the first high priest, Aaron, are calling out to Israel to trust in the LORD. 
The crowd of worshippers then responds back to the priests, the house of Aaron, 
exhorting them to do the same. And then, perhaps together, they call on 
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everyone within earshot to put their trust in the LORD. They are all calling one 
another to remove their trust from everything else and put it in the only place 
that’s worthy- with the LORD.  

 Notice that spelling of the LORD- which in all capital letters is the covenant 
name for God in the Old Testament that He revealed to Moses out of the burning 
bush- Yahweh- I am. Tied up in that name is all of the promises that God has 
made to His people- to preserve them, protect them, improve them, grow them, 
and be with them. He is a God who keeps His promises. He can be trusted. Other 
gods can do nothing with their carved and imagined hands and feet and mouths, 
but the LORD will keep His promises, and from Heaven, He is happy to glorify 
Himself by revealing Himself to be the true source of help and true shield of 
protection.  

[Illustration] We do this all the time ourselves- we draw fame and attention and 
glory by revealing the trustworthiness of people and companies around us. I have 
my insurance with StateFarm, I only buy Chevys, I only eat this kind of bread. 
Testimonials are incredibly powerful. As I was transitioning into this position there 
were a few home loans that I’d gotten mostly completed, but were going to be 
needed to be seen through to closing by my coworkers. At one point I received a 
call from one of those clients who had received something from Justin Gray and 
they were a little worried that they might get charged for something that they’d 
already paid for. I assured them that they wouldn’t. And there response was, 
“Listen, Brett, we trust you- but we don’t know this guy, even if he was your 
manager.” But after explaining that they needn’t worry about their current fears, I 
had the perfect answer: “You trust me, but I’m getting a home loan right now too- 
and Justin is my loan officer- I trust him.” When they heard that, Justin had all the 
endorsement and fame and credit and glory that was needed. 

[Application] The same goes for us. When we show that God is worthy to be 
trusted, that we really believe that He is our Help and our Shield, that He will keep 
His promises- we are drawing the attention away from ourselves to God. He is 
getting glory. How are you facing old age without dread? Because God is 
trustworthy, He is my help and my shield, He will not give me more than I can 
handle. How are you holding yourself together when you are married to someone 



7 
 

like that? Because I don’t ultimately trust in my spouse, I trust in the LORD, He is 
my help.  

 How do you know when you aren’t trusting in God? Are you anxious? 
Anxiety is the surest sign that you aren’t trusting God- and this is the sin I struggle 
with the most. When you are anxious you aren’t trusting God, so you feel like you 
need to try to control things and think about things and be concerned about 
things- otherwise God won’t be able to handle things without our help. Are you 
easily angered? When I find myself angry with the people around me, it’s because 
I don’t believe that God is going to accomplish my purposes through these people 
and I won’t be getting the glory that I deserve. Are you procrastinating? Lot’s of 
times you put stuff off is because you don’t think that God is going to accomplish 
the things you hope through your best efforts- so you put it off in avoidance. That 
way, at least if things don’t work out, you have a built in excuse.  

Maybe you are here and you find yourself thinking that this Bible may have 
something to it…because you feel like the nations around the author- you are 
asking, where is this God? This is all ridiculous superstition, and you are a man or 
woman of science or reason. But you do realize that you are trusting in systems of 
thought that you can’t see, and that you can’t prove. How can you use reason to 
prove that pure reason is true? How can you use your senses to prove that your 
senses are accurate? You can’t- you must just trust them- but should you? And, 
then ask yourself, who gets the glory from what you are trusting? Maybe it’s just 
yourself, and you realize that if all you are doing is looking out for yourself- 
perhaps you aren’t quite so objective and scientific as you thought.   

[Transition] You are going to glorify someone or something, and we are being told 
that we must glorify God by humbling ourselves and by trusting God we also 

[Main Point 3] Glorify God through blessing.  

As Pastor Jeff mentioned so well last week, blessing and worship are keys to 
understanding the Psalms- and blessing is a crucial way that we glorify God. The 
first way we glorify God through blessing is that  

[Subpoint 1] We receive God’s blessing 

Look with me at vv. 12-15- The LORD has remembered us; he will bless us; he will 
bless the house of Israel; he will bless the house of Aaron; he will bless those who 
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fear the LORD, both the small and the great. May the LORD give you increase, you 
and your children! May you be blessed by the LORD, who made heaven and earth! 

This is something utterly unlike any other religion or philosophy in the history of 
the world. We can glorify the gods of our imagination by performing for them, 
sacrificing for them, suffering for them, giving to them, and these gods are never 
satisfied. But the God of the Bible is glorified, not primarily from taking from His 
creation, but ultimately by giving to His creation. God glorifies Himself when 
people like you and me receive good things from Him. God is glorified when He 
reveals Himself as He is- as generous and full of grace. When He says to His 
people, no, you don’t need to work to please me, I am pleased to bless you when 
you don’t work. Yes, you have sinned against me, but I’ve sent my Son for you so 
that you can receive my blessing. Yes, you are weak, but I’ve given you my Spirit 
so that you will be sustained through this weakness and receive my blessing. Yes, 
my standards are high, but I will bless you so that you make some progress from 
where you were yesterday. We don’t always need to point at the Sun overhead to 
remind people how warm it is, sometimes we just need to bask in its rays. For 
many of you- the best way for you to glorify God in your life is to stop striving and 
performing and evaluating and just stand under God’s blessing and receive it. 
That will draw much attention and glory to God. 

So we can glorify God through blessing by receiving God’s blessing but we can 
also Glorify God by 

[Subpoint 2] Blessing God in return 

Look with me at vv. 16-18-  The heavens are the LORD’s heavens, but the earth he 
has given to the children of man. The dead do not praise the LORD, nor do any 
who go down into silence. But we will bless the LORD from this time forth and 
forevermore. Praise the LORD. 

Reminder on what it means to bless God-TAKE NOTE OF HIM. A person who has 
encountered the LORD, who recognizes His superiority to themselves and views 
Him as the rightful sovereign king, who is fully trustworthy and has received 
undeserved blessing from God will want to celebrate this fact and praise God 
naturally. We will want to shout how great He is to those around us- C.S. Lewis 
says it so well: 
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“I think we delight to praise what we enjoy because the praise not merely 
expresses but completes the enjoyment; it is its appointed consummation. It is 
not out of compliment that lovers keep on telling one another how beautiful they 
are; the delight is incomplete till it is expressed. It is frustrating to have 
discovered a new author and not be able to tell anyone how good he is; to come 
suddenly, at the turn of the road, upon some mountain valley of unexpected 
grandeur and then to have to keep silent because the people with you care for it 
no more than for a tin can in the ditch; to hear a good joke and find no one to 
share it with…The Scotch catechism says that man’s chief end is ‘to glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever.’ But we shall then know that these are the same thing. 
Fully to enjoy is to glorify. In commanding us to glorify Him, God is inviting us to 
enjoy Him.” 

We want to enjoy God’s blessing and when we have, we will want to overflow in 
praise to God as the reward both to ourselves and to God as an additional depth 
to our blessing.  

[Objection] Some of you, have been listening to this talk of glorifying God and it 
all seems so self-centered of God. Is He really so egotistical that He requires 
everything to be about Him? The reality is that if God exists, He must, by 
definition, be the most valuable person or thing in existence. We would call an 
appraiser of fine antiques an unjust crook if he claimed that Thomas Jefferson’s 
desk is of no more value than a desk from one of the classrooms across the street. 
It is only right that, considering who owned it and what was accomplished on it, 
that we consider it more valuable and draw more attention to it than we would a 
third grader’s lift-top desk. Well God is infinitely valuable, so He must justly 
consider Himself more valuable than everything else. It is right that He have 
attention drawn to Himself. He deserves all the glory. It is not egotistical, it is 
justice. That’s why everything that is done will ultimately be to point to how God 
deserves glory in all that has ever occurred in eternity.  

[Application] The fact that God deserves glory gives our lives incredibly meaning 
and incredibly freedom. We get meaning, because rather than digging around for 
meaning like a pig for a truffle, or worse yet, trying to invent some sort of purpose 
out of our imagination- we actually can know what the ultimate aim of our life is. 
And let me explain how this provides immense freedom. 
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 If everything is to be done for God’s glory, then we don’t have to be 
concerned when things don’t go our way- because the purpose of everything isn’t 
to do what we want, but to bring God what He deserves. We don’t get angry 
because hammers don’t spread butter smoothly on toast- because we know that 
that’s not why we have hammers. We don’t get anxious when a desk chair 
doesn’t broadcast our favorite show because we know that’s not the purpose of 
the chair. The same goes for us when we realize that everything is ultimately for 
God’s glory- we don’t get upset when we aren’t praised or blessed by those 
around us- because that’s not what we are ultimately made for. We don’t get 
angry when our spouse thwarts our plans for our day off, because our spouse and 
our day off are not made ultimately to be about pleasing me but to bring honor to 
God. We don’t need to stress quite so much when we fail the test- because the 
test was not ultimately about our own advancement, but ultimately about a 
means to bring God glory.  

We don’t fear quite so much with the loss of a job or the bad diagnosis or the 
election results. None of those things exist, ultimately, for us to have things the 
way we want them to- so when we don’t get them, that’s okay, because God’s 
plans are not being prevented and they will ultimately bring glory to God. We’re 
free to experience both successes and failures without having our lives turn into a 
rollercoaster of emotion. 

[Conclusion] What are you going to celebrate, whose fame are you living your life 
for, who deserves the glory? You can make the foolish decision to live for the 
glory of yourself or the glory of other transient things. What will sustain you, give 
you purpose, is if you live for the glory of God. Note that we can do these three 
main points in every aspect of our lives- in all we do. 

  

 


