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Plans Make A Difference 

[Scripture introduction] As we near the end of our summer series on the book of 
Proverbs, I hope you are being encouraged and reminded that God’s Word 
provides profound wisdom for our culture. Remember that the key to Proverbs is 
the seeking of wisdom which is synonymous with skillful living. In other words, 
Proverbs helps us maximize our potential as we live a practical life in the fear of 
the Lord. Due to the structure of Proverbs, we’ll be bouncing around through the 
book and occasionally leaving the book to go elsewhere in Scripture. 

[Prayer for illumination] Please pray with me… 

[Introduction] His name was Mike and he was a year older than me. One of my 
earliest memories of Mike was as one of the two brave boys who attended my 
sister’s birthday party when she turned 8. Even then, as we played with Matchbox 
cars at the pizza parlor while a dozen girls played musical chairs Mike was a 
Washington Huskies fan. Mike was an excellent athlete and intelligent as well. He 
was a valuable part of the football team but truly excelled and was most 
passionate about baseball. He was the model of a preppy- he was always tan and 
wore Abercrombie and Fitch. And Mike planned on being a Washington Husky. 
But his plan didn’t guarantee its fulfillment. 

 He wasn’t able to get in right away. His plans had to be changed a bit, but in 
his early 20s they were starting to work out. He came up with a revised plan: he’d 
get his bachelor’s degree at a college on the east side of the state, marry a 
beautiful pharmacist from our home town, and he’d work hard through schooling, 
work, and community service to make sure his application to UW’s Graduate 
school of Physical Therapy would be accepted. Would it be enough? As Mike 
began executing his plans he undoubtedly encountered the two mistakes that we 
all make we think that our plans don’t make a difference OR we tend to think our 
plans are the only thing that makes a difference. We err in our planning by either 
being too passive or too controlling. The book of Proverbs, though, avoids both 
errors by showing us that… 

[Proposition] Plans make a difference. 

Solomon and the other writers of Proverbs makes it clear that plans make a 
difference in specific ways: plans make a difference between being wise and being 
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evil, that plans make a difference depending on their fulfillment, and that God’s 
plan makes the ultimate difference. Those are the three things you notetakers are 
listening for: plans make a difference between being wise and being evil, that 
plans make a difference depending on their fulfillment, and it’s God plan that 
makes the ultimate difference.  

Let’s look first at how 

[Main Point 1] Plans make a difference between the wise and the evil 

Notice how the book of Proverbs shows us that  

[Subpoint 1] Plans make a difference for the wise- so make plans 

Listen to the encouragement God’s word gives to the wise as you make plans: 

Proverbs 16:3- Commit your work to the LORD, and your plans will be 
established. 

Proverbs 12:20- Deceit is in the heart of those who devise evil, but those who 
plan peace have joy. 

When you are making plans in the fear of the Lord, you are doing a good thing. 
You are doing things that will usually end in a good result. This means that if you 
are the type of person who seems to float through life without planning or 
purpose, you are not living as a wise person. Jesus Himself seems to confirm this 
when he speaks about planning for living the Christian life: 

Luke 14:27-32- Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot 
be my disciple. For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit 
down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, 
when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to 
mock him, saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’ Or what 
king, going out to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and 
deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes 
against him with twenty thousand? And if not, while the other is yet a great way 
off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. 
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Jesus, the true Word of God, says what the perfect written Word of God says: 
wise people make plans and those plans make a difference. Plans make a 
difference for the wise- so you must be making plans but also 

[Subpoint 2] Plans make a difference for the evil- so be warned 

Maybe you are here and you don’t know much about the Bible or Christianity and 
you really only look at the world the way the culture around you does. Let me tell 
you that the Bible says something that our culture is not likely to say- there are 
such things as good and evil- and they are different and they are objective. The 
Bible also makes it clear that not only are there evil ideas and actions, there are 
actual evil people- and those people’s plans make a difference in the world. 

Proverbs 12:5- The thoughts of the righteous are just; the counsels of the 
wicked are deceitful. 

Proverbs 12:20- Deceit is in the heart of those who devise evil, but those who 
plan peace have joy. 

Proverbs 12:26- The thoughts of the wicked are an abomination to the LORD, 
but gracious words are pure. 

Wicked people are going to counsel with one another, they are coming up with 
plans, they are thinking- they are looking for ways to maximize their influence, 
power, and possessions and those plans make a difference. Thankfully, as a 
general rule the following Proverb is also true: 

Proverbs 28:10- Whoever misleads the upright into an evil way will fall into his 
own pit, but the blameless will have a goodly inheritance. 

We see this worked out often- the evil person has plans and those plans work well 
for a while, but usually they eventually fail. Arrests are made, sentences carried 
out, marriages collapse and families disintegrate. And ultimately, those who 
spend their lives planning evil will reap the punishment they deserve in Hell. 

[Illustration] 

[Application] How are you making plans? Some of you are masters at planning. 
Your calendars are booked and color coded for the next week, month, year, and 
you have a rough timeline for how things will go for the upcoming decade. You 
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have plans for completing your education, finding the right spouse, have the right 
number of kids with the right ratio of boys to girls, you have plans on how to start 
your business, expand your business, and sell your business to someone else who 
you hope is planning right now on buying it!  

 Others of you have no plan. You forgot your smartphone came with a 
calendar because you hid it behind your downloads of Candy Crush. You don’t 
think that planning is useful because they can change so quickly and drastically. 
The only plan you have is to not make plans. The Bible does not support this way 
of life as one that is skillful and a means to maximize God’s glory. 

 Whichever camp you fall into I want to ask what your plans are for your 
church. You make plans for your future when it comes to family and business, but 
do you make plans for how you can help grow God’s kingdom? Do you make plans 
for how you can know God better through reading His Word, spending time in 
prayer, or serving others? Do you plan to grow in grace and maturity enough that 
you can disciple others? Do you plan to sacrifice so that you can give more money 
away to advance God’s kingdom? The growth of the church of Jesus Christ in both 
numbers and purity is the most important thing in the universe- do you make 
plans for how to be a part of it? Talk to your spouse, small group leader, friends 
and elders- seek their wisdom and come up with a plan that suits your unique 
gifting and interests that will build up the body of Christ. 

 Additionally, wise people make practical plans. Parents, don’t make too 
many plans for your teenagers- encourage them to make plans and to share them 
with you and give guidance and insight that God has given you. Young people, 
consult your parents and/or older Christians as you plan- ask them for help and be 
open to their suggestions or concerns. Workers, make plans as to how you can 
help your organization succeed so that you can bring the blessings of employment 
or services to more people. Empty nesters, plan on how you can maximize your 
future to serve others rather than just serving yourself with constant leisure 
should you retire. Wise people make plans.  

Plans make a difference between living wisely or living like the evil. We need to 
make plans and be warned that evil people are also making plans. Plans make a 
difference between the wise and the evil, but… 

[Main Point 2] Your plans make a difference depending on their fulfillment. 
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Our plans or more properly, the execution of our plans, make a difference 
depending on their fulfillment. And the biggest way the fulfillment of our plans 
makes a difference is in our own lives. Our plans either succeed or they fail. Let’s 
look at how  

[Subpoint 1] Your plans make a difference when they succeed 

Proverbs 13:12- Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a desire fulfilled is a 
tree of life. 

We’ve all been there- the school project comes out exactly as we’d hoped, the 
play in athletics is perfectly timed and baffles the defense, the business plan 
yields instant clients, the children respond to the new mode of discipline with 
obedience. We are soaring with eagles over the mountains- our plan succeeds, 
our desire is fulfilled, and it truly feels like we have a new life full of joy!  

This happens! God is gracious, He treats us better than we deserve! Some of our 
plans are going to succeed! So keep planning, keep strategizing, keep praying- 
some of your desires are going to be fulfilled- and that is going to make a 
difference in your life. 

[Subpoint 2] But your plans also make a difference when they fail. 

While the fulfillment of a successful plan may make us feel like we are soaring 
with eagles, when our plans fail it feels like we’ve gone into a tailspin and have 
crashed like a mangled airplane. It hurts so bad that we don’t even know if we can 
walk away from the wreckage. Why do our plans fail? Because we are neither 
omniscient nor omnipotent- we are limited in our knowledge and in our power. 

Proverbs 27:1- Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day 
may bring. 

Listen to how Jesus applies this to someone who is planning 

Luke 12:13-21- Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to 
divide the inheritance with me.” But he said to him, “Man, who made me judge 
or arbitrator over you?” And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard 
against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his 
possessions.” And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man 
produced plentifully, and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have 
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nowhere to store my crops?’ And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my 
barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 
And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; 
relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is 
required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So is 
the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 

A good plan! He’s managed his resources well! He’s prepared for retirement- but 
his plan fails, because he doesn’t know that his life will end before the next day!  

When we are making plans, we do not know if they will succeed in whole or in 
part. We cannot see the future. God holds out the principle that our plans do 
make a difference, but a principle is not a promise or guarantee that our 
detailed plans will always go exactly as we hope. And our failed plans make a 
difference in our lives in a very real way: they reveal our idols- they reveal what’s 
really most important to us. 

You thought you’d be in Chicago but you’re in Spokane? You planned on being 
married and having a family, but you’re still single. You were going to climb the 
corporate ladder but the steps are slick and there’s always someone blocking your 
path. You thought doing that one thing would make you popular but still no one 
seems to care. And so we feel rejected, depressed, let down. Often, our plans 
were good plans- they weren’t inherently sinful and yet they failed and so we 
question everything. We had dreams, but now we’re in middle age and it’s 
abundantly clear that our plans and dreams will remain unfulfilled- they’ve failed- 
and we’re face-to-face with that reality. And many of you in this room know 
exactly what that’s like. How will we respond: Will we get bitter and cynical? Will 
we abandon our family and faith? Will we stop thinking of God as a Father who 
gives good gifts to His children and start thinking of Him as Ebenezer Scrooge who 
won’t part with a single coin his immense wealth? 

You see our plans make a difference in our lives when they fail because those are 
the times when God tends to be most at work in our lives- stripping us of the 
clothing of this world and robing us in dependence on Him. We all expect our 
plans to succeed. We expect life to be one victory after another- we expect to 
meet the right spouse, get rich, see conversions every time we share the gospel, 
stay healthy, stay young, have model children, and live the American dream. 
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Everyone has planned like that! We expect no suffering, we plan for Heaven on 
Earth but in doing so, we don’t plan for our own Holiness- but God cares about 
our holiness more than He cares about giving us an easy life. And if you talk to 
anyone who has lived much of the Christian life they will be the first to tell you 
that it’s the failures NOT the successes that tend to make us cling to Christ and 
grow in Holiness.  

[Application] High School and College students, expect that things will not go 
exactly according to your plans. Plan well, seek wisdom, but note that when 
things start to go haywire note that God just may be using the failure of your 
plans to achieve His plan for you- to make you more like Jesus.  

[Illustration] My friend Mike’s plan to attend UW and be a Husky went quickly 
from success to failure. He enrolled in Physical Therapy school in the Fall, studied 
hard and enjoyed a trip to the tropics on Winter vacation. But not long afterward 
he got sick, very sick. He couldn’t keep food down, he had trouble sleeping, after 
a couple weeks he was admitted to the hospital. Perhaps it was some dangerous 
virus caught on his vacation. No, it was cancer- aggressive and advanced. Mike 
wouldn’t be attending UW anymore. His plans were failing…he saw his fulfilled 
successfully for a short period of time but ultimately they failed in the long run… 

Plans make a difference between the wise and the evil, and plans make a 
difference depending on how they are fulfilled, and now some incredibly glorious 
good news-  

[Main Point 3] God’s plan makes the ultimate difference- so trust Him 

We are not omniscient or omnipotent- we don’t know how are plans will end. 
Mike couldn’t know that he would go from the athletic EMT and physical therapy 
student to a little more than a skeleton with skin- he had plans but he couldn’t 
see them through to the end. But God is not like you and He’s not like me- He’s 
far better and far different. 

When Mike was diagnosed with cancer he was told that, barring a miracle, he 
wouldn’t survive. So while his wife cried herself to sleep, Mike found a Bible and 
started reading. When his wife woke up in the morning, his words were short and 
simple- I’ve become a Christian: we need to be baptized. The cancer that would 
kill was part of God’s ultimate plan of grace to draw Mike to Himself. It was God’s 



8 
 

plan that made the ultimate difference in Mike’s life. How do we respond when 
we are told that God’s plan will make the ultimate difference? The answer is trust: 

[Subpoint 1] Trust that Jesus Christ is the beginning and the end 

Revelation 21:6a- And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, 
the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of water of 
life without payment” 

Revelation 22:13- I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the 
beginning and the end.” 

Some of you aren’t Christians and, if you’re honest, you feel lost and are looking 
for guidance- trust Jesus who is the beginning and the end. Most of the time, it’s 
hard to know where our plans even start and we never know where they will 
finish- but Jesus Christ is the beginning and the end. He has always existed as the 
second person of the Trinity and will exist forever in glory receiving the worship 
due to Him. There are no surprises- eternity is the methodical execution of God’s 
plan. 

How else can we respond knowing that God’s plan makes the ultimate difference? 

[Subpoint 2] Trust the true God who is omniscient and omnipotent-  

Our plans fail because we are finite in our knowledge and in our power or control. 
But the Bible makes it clear that God is infinite in these qualities. He knows how 
to make the perfect plan because He knows all the details. He can then execute 
His perfect plan because nothing and no one is powerful enough to resist the 
Almighty God. Listen to one of my favorite proverbs: 

Proverbs 21:30- No wisdom, no understanding, no counsel can avail against the 
LORD. 

Nothing can or will stop God’s plan. He is omniscient and omnipotent. His plan is 
the one that makes the ultimate difference- so trust Him! Finally,  

[Subpoint 3] Trust that God’s plan superintends all others 

God’s plan makes the ultimate difference because He is in control and uses the 
plans of finite people like you and me. Our plans make a difference- but God uses 
our plans to execute and implement His own good and gracious purpose. 
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Proverbs 21:1- The king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the LORD; he 
turns it wherever he will. 

Kings in Solomon’s day had ultimate authority. There was no system of checks 
and balances- what a king wanted to do he could do, without impeachment, 
without appeal, without international arbitration. And yet it’s God who can turn 
the king wherever He wants- and if he does that in the lives of powerful kings 
then he certainly does that for average people like you and me. 

The most glorious example of how God’s plan makes the ultimate difference as 
He superintends all other plans is seen in Acts 2:22-24 in the preaching of Peter 

“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by 
God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your 
midst, as you yourselves know- this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite 
plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless 
men. God raised him up loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible 
for him to be held by it. 

Many plans were being made when Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. His 
disciples had plans- they were going to sit at Jesus’ right hand and rule from 
Jerusalem and no longer be common men. The crowds had plans- here was Jesus, 
the Messiah, the one to overthrow the foreign invaders occupying their homes, 
Jesus was going to conquer their Roman enemies. The Pharisees had plans- they 
were going to kill this man and stop His teachings from spreading and save their 
little pocket of territory in the Middle East. Satan had plans- if he could just kill 
Jesus, victory would be his… 

But God turned all these plans on their head- Jesus didn’t rule from Jerusalem, he 
didn’t overthrow the Roman occupiers, his death didn’t stop the spread of his 
teaching and influence, and it didn’t give Satan victory. 

The death of Jesus Christ was justly charged to the guilty lawless men, but these 
people’s plans were being superintended by God according to his definite plan. 
This is very good news. It’s God’s plan, not yours, that makes the ultimate 
difference. The disciples would reign, but not in first century Jerusalem but in the 
life to come under as vice-rulers under the Triune God. We will reign with them. 
The crowds would have their greatest enemy conquered- but it wasn’t the 
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Romans, it was their own sin and the judgment they deserved for it. When we put 
our full faith in Jesus, the Bible is clear that our sin has been conquered too. The 
Pharisees’ were worried about losing the little plot of land that they thought was 
God’s kingdom- but through Jesus’ death, God’s kingdom would spread through 
Christians to cover the whole world. God’s kingdom extends to Spokane and in 
your lives. Satan’s plans from the Garden of Eden to achieve victory by killing God 
failed- because it was the death of the God-Man Jesus Christ that gave ultimate 
victory over the forces of evil- a victory for Jesus and for you and me and anyone 
else who would abandon their godless plans and submit to the perfect plan of the 
God of love.  

Mike had good plans and he worked hard to see them succeed- they impacted the 
way he lived and how he related to those around him. His plans made a 
difference. I don’t get to play golf with Mike or talk to him about hunting or the 
Mariners. I miss him. But knowing what Mike knows now, I know that he is 
rejoicing that it’s God’s plan that is always succeeding. 

Plans make a difference between the wise and the evil, plans make a difference in 
our own lives depending on whether they succeed or fail, and glorious good news 
is that God’s plan makes the ultimate difference. 


