
The Genesis of Jesus 

[Announce Text] Please keep your Bibles open to Matthew Chapter 1. 

[Scripture Introduction] My name is Brett Sweet and I’m one of the pastors here. 
If you are new here we are beginning a three week series of four sermons 
celebrating Advent- culminating at our Christmas Eve service. Advent comes from 
the Latin and means “coming” and it’s our celebration of the coming of God the 
Son to this earth as the man Jesus Christ…I’m really excited about this series and 
today’s sermon.    

[Prayer for illumination] Please pray with me… 

[Illustration] For the sake of my own soul, please don’t answer these questions 
out loud: are you excited to be here or are you bored? What would make you 
excited? What would make you overflow in happiness? To say that with Bible 
language: What would make you rejoice? I’m not a very excitable person. I don’t 
get excited about much, and even when I do- I don’t look very excited. Recently, 
though, I watched a documentary about average bored people who had become 
excited people. They were rejoicing. I was trying to figure out why. 

 They were rejoicing because the people they had been waiting for had 
come. On November 4, 1979 52 American diplomats and citizens in Iran were 
taken hostage by a group of radical Muslim college students. For 444 days, the 
families and friends of these Americans were waiting. They watched and waited 
as negotiations broke down. They watched and waited after two attempts to 
rescue the hostages failed and led to the loss of the lives of American soldiers. 
President Jimmy Carter did as much as he could, but he could not bring these 
citizens home. Then, really as a slap in his face, moments after President Reagan 
was inaugurated, these people were released. Then, the rejoicing. American flags 
waving. Tears of joy and happiness. Women with huge 80s hair rejoicing. Dancing 
up and down- sprinting across Tarmac in high heels to the airplane stairs to give 
their long awaited husbands hugs and kisses. Elderly parents squeezing their 
grown children and not wanting to let them go. The cause for excitement and 
rejoicing was the coming of the right person at the right time. The only people 
who weren’t rejoicing, were tiny little children who didn’t realize what was going 
on. No rejoicing was a sign of immaturity. The lack of rejoicing was a symptom 
that they didn’t understand who had come. 



 Matthew 1:1-17 was written to make you excited. Its truth is a reason to 
rejoice. The person we’ve been waiting for, whether we realize it or not, has 
come. It was written to a group of people that were hostages. Hostages to sin, 
which led to sadness, and hopeless boredom. These were hostages who had been 
waiting for someone to come. Not for a few hundred days like those effected by 
the Iran Hostage crisis. Hostages that have been waiting for millenia- and now He 
has come. That person is Jesus- the promised Messiah. The Rescuer. The King. 
And if you tend to be like me- not easily excitable. Not someone who usually 
rejoices. It’s a sign that there’s something wrong with us- sin. It’s a sign of 
immaturity. It’s a sign that we need to meet the right person at the right time. So 
Matthew 1 calls us to 

[Proposition] Rejoice! Jesus has come. 

Jesus has come. Jesus is the right person and He’s come at the right time. That’s 
why Christians rejoice. But why? What’s so special about Jesus? Why is He so 
great? This text tells us that Jesus special because He is as man who has two 
things: He is a man with a history and He is a man with a mission. A Man with a 
history and a Man with a mission. 

[Main Point 1] First, Jesus is a Man with a history. 

[Illustration] Have you ever looked through someone’s high school yearbook? You 
see faces and names that are just that to you- faces and names- but those names 
on the page were living real lives. When I was growing up, one of my best friends 
went to school in Moscow, ID and through Middle School and High School we 
always loved to look through each other’s yearbooks. It would always lead to 
questions. I thought you were good at football- why were you only on JV? So do 
any of these girls actually like you? So that’s your good friend. I pictured him a lot 
differently. But what eventually would happen is you’d here backstories. You’d 
here histories.  

 So tell me about this guy. Oh, he’s hilarious. One time he tried to smuggle 
rocks out of the geology classroom as a prank but the weight ripped his cargo 
pants right in half when he stood up. Oh, man, that girl is so stuck-up. One day 
when she and the rest of the tennis team were supposed to be cleaning the tennis 
courts she told everyone that she didn’t sign up to be someone’s servant. Wow, 



you did make the varsity basketball team. Are you better than you seem when we 
play one-on-one- or is everyone else at your school terrible? 

[Exposition] In these first verses of the New Testament, we are looking at a kind 
of yearbook. We hear of the genesis of Jesus. We hear history. The book of 
Chronicles, commonly considered the last book of the Old Testament is obsessed 
with genealogy, it’s like Matthew picks up right where that author ended. As if 
he’s continuing the story. Because he is. He’s continuing that same history. But 
seriously, a list of names is supposed to get us excited and cause us to rejoice? 
Yes, and I’ll tell you why: 

[Subpoint 1] He has a history of Honor. 

Matthew wants His audience, primarily people raised in Judaism, to look through 
this yearbook and read these names. Jesus comes with a family history so bursting 
with honor, one can hardly imagine the pedigree. Immediately we are told that 
He is the son of David- the great King! The man after God’s own heart. He’s in the 
royal line! We’re told that He’s the son of Abraham. The father of Israel. The 
supreme example of faith to the Jewish people. He’s in the line of Rahab who 
made the conquest of the Promised Land successful. This Man’s history is full of 
honor- great kings came before him- Solomon the wise- v. 7. Hezekiah- v. 10- 
who led Jerusalem successfully during the Assyrian invasion. Josiah- v. 11, who 
broke down all the altars and returned God’s people back to true worship! The 
man who reinstated the Word of God and its commands as the true authority for 
God’s people! This Jesus has come and He’s brought with Him a history of honor. 
These are not just names, these are leaders. If this Jesus is cut from the same 
cloth as these people, we have every reason to rejoice! 

Jesus is a man with a history of honor. But Matthew shows us something else 
about this Jesus and the history that comes with Him. 

[Subpoint 2] He has a history of Scandal. 

Matthew doesn’t sugarcoat things for us. For every wise Solomon, there was a 
foolish Rehoboam- v.7 who overtaxed people until the rebelled. For every faithful 
Josiah there was an Ahaz- v. 9 who had a policy of sacrificing children by burning 
them as a form of worship to the false gods. The history of scandal goes on. There 
are four women mentioned in this genealogy- very unusual. Tamar- v. 3- who 



disguised herself as a prostitute to seduce her father-in-law. Rahab- v. 5- a 
prostitute. Ruth- v. 5, who seems honorable, but was from the land of Moab- a 
people who existed because of incest between a father and daughter. Bathsheba 
mentioned in v. 6 as “the wife of Uriah,” because she committed adultery with 
David. This is shameful! This is scandalous! These are things we don’t mention at 
the family reunion. This Jesus has come and He’s brought a history of scandal with 
Him. So why is this a cause for rejoicing? Why is this man worthy of celebration? 

I think that Matthew lists these people in his yearbook to help His audience see a 
couple of things. First, the Messiah. The promised One. That the Jewish people 
have been waiting for. The man who the first century Israelites desired so much. 
Just might be this Jesus. They want a great king! This man is royalty. They want 
someone to deliver them from their oppression. This man’s family has a history 
of doing just that. Delivering through wars and invasions, idolatries and suffering! 
He has a history of honor. Second, Matthew, when he wrote this, had heard of 
the scandal attached to Jesus’ birth- even before we are told of the virgin 
conception in v. 18. Whispers as a toddler Jesus was led through the streets of 
Nazareth. Sideways glances as Mary was buying groceries at the market. We can 
hear the gossip “Phew, she just left. Did you know that Mary- the young lady who 
just left. Joseph’s wife, was pregnant with little Jesus before she and Joseph were 
married. Yes, and Joseph isn’t even the father! That poor little Jesus, I bet he has 
no idea. So sad. Yes.” But Matthew is showing that God has always used the 
surprising things to accomplish His purposes. Matthew is saying to his Jewish 
audience: You think this Mary scandal is a problem? But you love king David? Well 
without Tamar and Rahab you don’t have your David. You remember the glorious 
reign of Solomon- without Bathsheba’s adultery he’d never exist.  

[Application] When I look out at your faces, I’m not looking at faces of people on 
the flat pages of a yearbook. I’m looking at people with histories. People who 
have accomplished great things. Businesses. Families. Names. Honor. We all have 
histories that have both honor and scandal following us wherever we go. But a 
family history of honor. Some of us have had immense opportunities because of 
our honorable connections with the right people. Our parents, grandparents, 
family friends. The job application is going nowhere until grandma makes a call- 
she used to babysit the HR director. What did you say your last name was? 
Eisenhower? Wait, isn’t your aunt one of the athletic trainers for the Zags? I see 



you went to Yale. Your mother wrote how many bestsellers? An honorable history 
brings opportunity and Jesus has a most honorable history.  

But Jesus can relate to the scandal of failure too. You wish it was your ancestor 
who had sacrificed a child. That’s you. What would everyone around you think of 
you if they knew you had an abortion? You are the one who committed adultery. 
You are the one who did a terrible job parenting and now your kids are off the 
rails. These people had children to carry on their names. It’s been 10 years now, 
not a single pregnancy. You feel ashamed as if there is something wrong with you. 
All you siblings got straight A’s- you just want to pass. You feel out of place. You 
fear the scandal of failure.  

Here’s what Christmas means for you and your history. Jesus has come all the way 
from Heaven to you. He is the eternal God who became flesh and isn’t ashamed 
to be a relative of yours. When you put your faith in Christ His Father adopts you. 
He is happy to be your big brother. He wasn’t ashamed to be the God of Rahab or 
Uzziah the leper or Mary the virgin. The One you’ve been waiting for has come! 
He’s giving you a new history. Let’s rejoice! 

We are to rejoice because Jesus has come. He’s a man with a history. But it’s not 
just the past that matters. It’s the future. Because Jesus is also 

[Main Point 2] A man with a mission. 

Jesus Christ has come. We can rejoice because He’s a man on a mission. What 
sort of mission? 

[Subpoint 1] A mission to keep the promise to David. 

Verse one, right away, tells us that Jesus is the son of David. And in verse 6 we 
hear of David with the title that is only applied to him in this chapter- David the 
King. You see David was given a promise by God. There was a covenant- a solemn 
promise- that there would be one of David’s offspring who would rule forever. 
The problem is that due to their sin, the heirs of David failed miserably. They 
sinned and had their rule taken away by foreign powers or insurrections. Even the 
best heirs couldn’t fulfil the promise. They died. They couldn’t sit on the throne 
forever. They need someone eternal. They need God Himself. The promise that 
there would be a man of God who would conquer enemies, rule wisely with 
justice, free people from oppression, and do so without the fear that the reign 



would come to an end- that was the promise Matthew’s readers wanted kept. 
That’s the promise we want kept! That’s why having that history of honor meant 
so much. And Jesus has come on a mission to keep that promise! If He really is the 
Son of David. If He really is the One who will conquer our enemies. If He really is 
the One to rule with love and justice and wisdom. Then we have every reason to 
rejoice that He has come on this mission. 

But the promise to David wasn’t the only promise made by God to a specific 
person. God made a promise to Abraham. And Jesus has come as a man with a 
mission. 

[Subpoint 2] A man on a mission to keep the promise to Abraham. 

In the book of Genesis, Abraham was a man was called by God to leave his family 
and go to a new land. He was promised by God that, even though Abraham and 
his wife Sarah were too old to have children, that God would make a great nation 
from their offspring. And God promised that through this offspring. Through this 
great nation. God would bless all the nations of the earth. And Matthew is 
showing how God is doing this. Do you remember Rahab the prostitute? She was 
from Canaan- she wasn’t an ethnic Hebrew- but she trusted God and is held up as 
a model of faith. Do you remember Ruth, from Moab? Enemies of the Israelites. 
But she follows her mother-in-law Naomi back to Bethlehem, Israel and is 
welcomed into the great nation. Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah the Hittite. Did she 
give up her standing in God’s people to be counted as a Hittite? Maybe so! But 
God brought her to Himself. To be part of Abraham’s great nation. Jesus is a man 
on a mission to keep the promise of Abraham. And the promise to Abraham 
meant calling people from every nation on earth to receive the blessings of having 
the One True God to be their God. Perhaps there was more going on in all of 
these scandals than meets the eye. Maybe God is on a mission and has sent Jesus 
to advance that mission- so that not only Jews would rejoice but so that all 
nations on earth would rejoice! 

But how can this be? What sort of God wants prostitutes and adulterers in His 
family? What sort of God would welcome a leper? How could this God who is so 
Holy that He can’t even look at evil bring scandal-soaked sinners into His family? 
Rahab, and Ruth, and some of these kings were raised as enemies of God. They 
grew up hating Him, and now they are called to be agents in His mission? How 



could such a mission be completed? How could such sin be overcome? I think 
there is a hint in v.1 for how this Jesus has come on a mission to keep the promise 
to Abraham- in the phrase “the son of Abraham.”  

The son of Abraham calls to mind the name that follows in v.2: Isaac. God 
promised that He would keep his promise to Abraham through Isaac. But then 
God gives the most horrendous command found anywhere in the Bible. Abraham, 
kill your son Isaac. Offer him up as a sacrifice to Me. So Old Abraham takes young 
Isaac who is carrying wood on His back, the one he treasures above everyone else 
in the universe, lays him on the altar, and is ready to advance God’s mission 
through knifing his own son to death. But God stops Him. And look, there in the 
bushes, there’s a substitute to die in the place of Abraham’s son, a ram caught in 
the brush with his horns. But that ram wasn’t the only substitute for Isaac. The 
son of Abraham must die to further the mission to fulfill God’s promise to 
Abraham. Jesus Christ the son of Abraham came and carried wood on His back up 
the same mountain as Isaac all those years before. Because Abraham was a sinner 
and deserved God’s wrath. So did David. And Isaac. And Jacob. And Judah. And 
Solomon. And Rahab. And Tamar. And Ruth. And Mary. And Joseph. And me. And 
you. But this time the real substitute died. God the Father gave up His only divine 
Son. The One He treasures above everyone else. And Jesus died. And Jesus 
completed His mission to keep the promise to Abraham. 

Listen to one of Abraham’s offspring, the apostle Paul: Galatians 3:13-14: 

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is 
written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”— 14 so that in Christ Jesus 
the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the 
promised Spirit through faith. 

[Application] Jesus’ work to keep the promise to Abraham has been completed. 
And all of us with European, African, Native American, Asian, you name it can now 
benefit from the promise of blessing. Our sin kept us out of God’s people. Christ’s 
life and death- all made possible because of His birth- has satisfied the 
punishment we deserve. And we become blessed. And it comes by faith alone. 
Abraham believed God and it was counted to him as righteousness. We’re told 
that when we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ our faith is credited to us as 



righteousness. No money. No need for the perfect body or the perfect face. No 
surgeries. No works. This is a reason to rejoice.  

Furthermore, He says, in v. 1 and v. 17 that Jesus is the Messiah. He is the Christ. 
The anointed One. We might use the language- “the Crowned One.” The king 
David was promised. The means through which God’s mission to the whole world 
has been kept. You see, we can rejoice because God has promised that David’s 
son would sit on the throne forever. So when Jesus fulfilled His mission to keep 
the promise to Abraham by dying on the cross, He fulfilled the mission to keep 
the promise to David by being raised from the dead. He defeated death. He will 
forever be seated on an eternal throne as we see in the book of Revelation 
surrounded by people from every race and language and land. Jesus is a man with 
a mission. And He is fulfilling His mission. This is a reason to rejoice. 

[Illustration and Conclusion] When I was growing up I had heard somewhere that 
if you read three chapters of the Bible a day you would read through the whole 
Bible in a year. But because of that, when I was in college, I realized that if I read 
10 chapters a day, I would read through the whole Bible three times in a year. So I 
mapped out a whole schedule in Microsoft Excel, taped it up over the desk in my 
bedroom, and got started. I highly recommend that you try to do it sometime in 
your life. But fundamentally it was 3 months in the Old Testament and 1 month in 
the New Testament and then you’d start over. As I was spending all that time in 
the Old Testament something happened. I saw hints of Jesus. Promises of 
redemption. Prophecies that pointed to Christ. Sacrificial offerings, and I would 
get my hopes up, but then more reading, more waiting. I wanted to get to Jesus. I 
couldn’t wait to get to Jesus. And then that day would come. After three months. 
I would arrive at Matthew 1 and I would rejoice. Jesus has come. Finally, all the 
history had come to its culmination. Finally, the mission was being completed. 
And even though it’s all about Him- we get to benefit! So we rejoice.  

   


