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Most of us have never seen the ritual sacrifice of a goat or a bull. 
 

A. At least not the kind we read about in Numbers 19 or here in Hebrews 9. 
B. Unless you are a doctor/hunter, most of us get squeamish even thinking about 

blood. 
C. If we do think about the blood of an animal, we don’t think about the 

slaughterhouse. We think about buying meat at Costco… 
D. For these Hebrews, nothing that was written about the OT tabernacle, the 

ceremonies or the killing of these animals was unfamiliar to them. 
E. It may be foreign to us – but it was not surprising to them. They understood exactly 

what was going on. 
F. That is my goal this morning. It is vital we understand what is really going on here in 

Hebrews 9:11-14 because it is vital to our spiritual lives. 
 
Hebrews 9:11-14 is not simply about a foreign culture with some well-timed animal sacrifices. 
 

A. This passage is nothing less than a concise summary of the ministry and mission of 
Jesus Christ. 

B. It’s a theological freight train that is loaded with good news – life-saving good news. 
C. This train left the station in Hebrews 9:1…and it is not slowing down. 
D. The question for you to consider this morning: Are you on board? Do you 

understand? Are you on board this freight train of good news?  
E. Don’t less it pass you by this morning. 

 
If you were here last week, you heard Pastor Brett remind us from Hebrews 9:1-10 that at one 
point, we were all locked out. We had no way of “getting on board.” 
 

A. This morning, the message is “All aboard. You are welcome to board.” 
B. From Hebrews 9:1-5, we learned of the earthly tabernacle where the people of God 

met with God. (Holy place and most Holy Place, mercy seat) 
C. The point is that it is not about a building. God’s people are not to be enamored with 

the tabernacle, with all its gleaming gold. 
D. God’s people are not to be overly impressed with the outward architecture or 

structure. That would miss the point. 
E. The whole point is not that God gave his people a building – a tent. The point is that 

a worship service occurred there. What matters most is what happens inside the 
building. 

F. Our focus is to be on worshipping God, not loving our building.  
G. Ex: impressive churches in Spokane etc… 



H. Our theological freight train is picking up speed now… 
 
Verses 6-10 remind us it’s not about an elaborate sacrificial system either. 
 

A. It’s not about priests regularly performing their duties or the High Priest making 
atonement for the unintentional sins of the people once a year. 

B. For 1500 years, God’s people worshipped this way, every day, every month, every 
year yet full access to God had not yet been granted. 

C. The entire OT sacrificial system did exactly what it was intended to do. But it could 
not do what it was never designed to do. 

D. The sacrifices were “limited” in that they provided outward cleansing, ceremonial 
purity. It meant the Israelite man or woman would be allowed to worship, to be part 
of the community, to approach God. 

E. These sacrifices really mattered, since they were necessary to hold back the wrath of 
God. 

F. But these external sacrifices could never do what God never designed them to do. 
G. V9: they could not perfect the conscience of the worshipper. 
H. It could not cleanse the human heart. It could not bring about a new heart. It could 

not deal with our guilt from our sins. 
 
Our freight train of good news that left the station in 9:1 is now barreling down the tracks. 
 

A. It’s not about a building. It’s not about an elaborate system of sacrifices that could 
never cleanse the human heart. 

B. What is it all about?  READ V9-10. 
C. It’s about a person! All of Hebrews 9 points directly to a person, to Jesus Christ, the 

God-man. 
D. Jesus Christ appeared….not a philosophy, religious guru etc… 
E. A living Redeemer appeared. Christianity at its root is about a person – Jesus Christ – 

and about his work to redeem sinful humanity. 
F. When you are troubled, do you turn to a theory for help? A philosophy? Your 

theological boxes? 
G. Christians are people who put their trust in a living Redeemer. 

 
If Christ does not appear as our High Priest, we are still on the outside looking in. 
 

A. Our access to God is limited, we are not on board. 
B. When Christ appeared, he did something (V12). 
C. Christ entered the heavenly sanctuary to make atonement for our sins. 
D. He did not enter with a goat or bull but with his own blood. 
E. He was no uncomprehending, squealing animal. He willingly died for us. 
F. Christ became our sin-bearer. He secured not annual forgiveness of sins but our 

eternal redemption. 



G. And he did this only once! (whenever you read in Bible something happened only 
once, pay attention!) 

H. Jesus did not have to go back like the priests of old and offer continual sacrifices and 
annual slaughtering’s. 

I. He offered himself once for all and his blood is totally sufficient for all of your sins – 
past, present and future. 

J. This is the very heart of the gospel and reveals the immeasurable love of Christ for 
you. 

K. Whatever thoughts about Christ you had this morning when you arrived at church, 
they are far too low.  

L. Whatever expectations you came to church with about Jesus and what he desires to 
do in your life need to be raised. He purchased your eternal redemption. 

M. And you wonder if God is still for you? Fret about whether or not you can really trust 
Christ? You doubt his care and compassion? 

N. Through the blood of Christ, you have unlimited access to God, your sins are 
forgiven, you belong to Christ, you are secure for all eternity. 

O. Are you on board? 
 
It’s hard to imagine our theological freight train could go any faster….but it is. 
 

A. READ V13-14. 
B. Aren’t you glad we don’t have a “bring your goat to church” day? 
C. Writer of Hebrews reminds us that the OT sacrifices did what they were intended to 

do (purify flesh) but they could not do what only Jesus Christ could do. 
D. V14: How much more…. 
E. It’s almost too good to be true… 
F. The blood of Christ purifies our conscience from dead works to serve (worship) the 

living God. 
G. The Levitical offerings provided ceremonial cleansing on a temporary basis. The 

offering of Christ “makes clean” your conscience and cleanses your guilt. 
H. The blood of Christ provides an internal and spiritual cleansing. 
I. When by faith in Christ you trust him to cover all of your sins, you no longer carry 

around the weight of your sins. 
J. Because of this internal (heart) cleansing, you can now serve the Lord with joy! 
K. And you no longer need a priest to meet with God now! (anywhere, everywhere) 
L. People like us – ordinary – can enjoy the presence of God whenever and wherever 

through faith in the finished work of Christ. 
M. If you are on board this theological freight train of good news, you have direct 

access to God every minute of every day for all eternity. 
 
Well…our theological freight train is finally slowing down. It’s stopped right here this morning. 
 

A. It’s stopped so that you might consider carefully the work of Christ for you.  



B. It’s stopped so that you might consider just how far your functional saviors will take 
you. 

C. Functional saviors – we all have them. (examples…) 
D. Whatever you are trusting in to be right with God, if it’s not Christ crucified, it’s 

useless. 
E. Our functional saviors need to be destroyed. Perhaps that is step 1 for you today. 

 
Do you want a clean conscience? You can have one if you want one. 
 

A. Jesus already knows all your sins and his blood has already been shed for you to 
forgive you and cleanse you. 

B. He’s not asking you to do more, try harder or cope better. 
C. Psalm 51:16-17… 
D. The essence of worship is a humble heart that acknowledges sin, walks in 

repentance and banks everything on Christ! 
E. Jesus will not turn anyone away this morning who turns to him with a broken and 

contrite heart. 
F. This is the new covenant blessing expressed in Jeremiah 31:33-34. 
G. The gospel transforms you to the point where you are a new person, with a new 

heart, freed up to worship and serve the living God with joy! 
 

 
 
 


