
Last Will and Testament 

[Announce Text] Please keep your Bibles open to Hebrews 9:15-22. 

[Scripture Introduction] My name is Brett Sweet and I’m one of the pastors here. 
We’re in a series on the book of Hebrews- which was written to Christians who 
weren’t quite sure they wanted to continue to be Christians.  

[Prayer for Illumination] Please pray with me… 

[Illustration] When the artist Prince died three years ago, it was clear that he had 
a wealth that lived up to his name. He owned a 10,000 square foot Caribbean villa 
in the Turks and Caicos that is listed at $12 million. His Paisley Park residence in 
Minnesota where his home recording studio is worth $7 million and contributes 
to his Carver County real estate that’s worth more than $32 million dollars. With 
tremendous assets in cash and gold bars in addition to incredibly valuable 
unreleased song and video recordings- the inheritance he has left behind has 
been estimated to be as high as $300 million. This is a life-changing inheritance 
awaiting his heirs. But the problem is, now three years later, we don’t know 
precisely who those heirs are: because Prince didn’t have a will. 

 Tragically, Prince’s son Amiir died at only one week old in 1996 from 
Pfeiffer syndrome and his wife later had a miscarriage. But with numerous lovers- 
including many celebrities- it was no surprise that a number of people came 
forward as illegitimate children but legitimate trying to claim an inheritance as a 
piece of Prince’s massive estate. Three years later, the illegitimate children have 
all been proven to not be his children at all and thus receive no inheritance along 
with dozens of other claimants. The list is now down to his full sister and five half 
siblings but with no will, little to no money has been disbursed- except to the US 
government, banks, and lawyers. This is just another thing that is motivating me 
to go and sign my will that has been written but has remained unsigned. Very 
irresponsible of me. But if I thought that there was even a smidgen of a chance 
that I could receive an inheritance from Prince, I’d be doing what his siblings are 
doing. Continue to hang in there. Continue to trust, that in time, my inheritance 
will arrive. 

 The Hebrews are Christians and since they are Christians they have an 
inheritance coming to them. But due to difficulty, they want to leave Christianity 



behind. But in leaving Christianity behind they would be giving up their 
inheritance. The attitude that the Hebrews and we need today is this: 

[Proposition] Continue toward your inheritance. 

 Do things look better out there for you? Does the freedom of avoiding 
unpopular opinions about truth or morality seem to make you want to leave 
Christianity? Does that one hidden sin that brings you secret pleasure make you 
want to stop following Christ? Do you hear the voices of that person or those 
people calling you change course? If we leave Christianity we are giving up an 
inheritance greater than the one Prince left. We must continue toward our 
inheritance. So let’s look at the inheritance today as we see two big things: your 
inheritance comes through the will of the dead and Jesus’ death brings you your 
inheritance. Your inheritance comes through the will of the dead, Jesus death’ 
brings you your inheritance.  

Let’s see first that: 

[Main Point 1] Your inheritance comes through the will of the dead. 

Have you ever watched a movie with someone who walked in halfway through? 
Who’s that? When is this taking place? What’s going on? What just happened? 
They’re always asking questions that were obvious in the first part of the movie. A 
recurring trope in movies is this idea of the inheritance. Why was this guy 
murdered? Because his wife wants the life insurance money. Why are these 
siblings who were so close now fighting? Because they want their inheritance. 
This is seen first in the fact that 

[Subpoint 1] A will always require a death 

Look with me at vv. 16-17 

For where a will is involved, the death of the one who made it must be established. 
For a will takes effect only at death, since it is not in force as long as the one who 
made it is alive. 

You’ll notice in the footnote that the word translated “will” can also mean 
“covenant.” Honestly, there are good reasons for either word and scholars are 
split- so I’m trusting the ESV translators on this one but, really, not a lot is at stake 
if you use a translation that brings “covenant” across. All this talk about death is 



to state something we all know from experience- while someone, like Prince, or 
your parents, or your rich Aunt Virginia is alive their wealth belongs to them even 
if you are listed in their will. That wealth, those treasures, do not become your 
inheritance until that person dies. Then a will is activated. That’s why, when you 
want to claim your inheritance, banks and life insurance companies, and 
governments will ask that you establish that the death of your benefactor has 
occurred. So you provide proof in the form of a death certificate. A will always 
requires a death.  

The author of Hebrews has been explaining who Jesus is and, what is going on in 
the world because of Jesus, in case they’ve walked in late to the movie. And he’s 
going to connect it to the history that they do know before- the Old Covenant. 
He’s affirming that the Old Covenant has been pointing to Jesus all along. That he 
precisely brings the ending that was missing. He’s telling them that your 
inheritance comes through the will of the dead. That wills always require a death 
no matter what. And now he’s going to show that this is in line with what they’ve 
been taught growing up. He is showing us that 

[Subpoint 2] The Old Covenant required deaths 

Read along in vv. 18-22 

Therefore not even the first covenant was inaugurated without blood. For when 
every commandment of the law had been declared by Moses to all the people, he 
took the blood of calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and 
sprinkled both he book itself and all the people, saying, “This is the blood of the 
covenant that God commanded for you.” And in the same way he sprinkled with 
the blood both the tent and all the vessels used in worship. Indeed, under the law 
almost everything is purified with blood… 

What’s with all this blood language? With all of this talk about blood and death, it 
can feel like we’ve walked in late to the movie and we need some background 
details. In this context, the usage of the word blood is referring to death. Death 
through blood loss. A violent sort of death. And the author shows that when God 
gave the Old Covenant through Moses on Mt. Sinai there was blood involved. 
Indeed, it seems that the author is not only talking about blood be shed then, but 
also when the tabernacle was built, when the priests were ordained, and when 
the yearly Day of Atonement occurred. But all of this blood talk is in categories 



we’re not used to. The Old Covenant required deaths to be enacted and to 
function. 

If you want to be a chef you are going to hear words like julienne, souffle, 
gastronomy, proof, umami, and more. To learn to be a chef you have to step into 
that culture and immerse yourself in the meaning of the vocabulary. You cannot 
be a chef without understanding these things. All of this blood talk is calling us to 
step into God’s culture. In our culture the sacrificing of animals, pouring out their 
blood, sprinkling it on people sounds barbaric. But in God’s culture it was a sign of 
grace overcoming death. It was a sign that people could live if a substitute shed its 
blood in their place.   

[Application] A quick word of application here for you Christians is the need to 
know the Old Testament at some basic level. There are some tough things there. 
It is probably wise to spend a bit more time in the New Testament. But in order 
for us to get a right understanding of who Jesus is and what He’s done we need 
some of the background knowledge that Hebrews brings up. Try buying a good 
children’s Bible like the Jesus Storybook Bible or The Gospel Story Bible and 
reading through it. Or read DA Carson’s devotionals For the Love of God that will 
give you little connections to Jesus in the Old Testament that will help you know, 
love, and appreciate Him more. 

So an inheritance always comes through the will of the dead. That’s how it always 
is- including in the Old Covenant. But what does all of this have to do with us and 
what does it have to do with Jesus? A related question might be why did Jesus 
have to die? That bring us to this important truth 

[Main Point 2] Jesus’ death brings you your inheritance. 

When you step back and think about it, it’s strange to build your whole life on the 
events surrounding someone who’s dead. But, as Prince’s siblings will find out, 
the death of someone, though full of sadness, can lead to a life-changing 
inheritance. But what is our inheritance? 

[Subpoint 1] Your inheritance is freedom. 

Look with me now at v. 15 



Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may 
receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems 
them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant. 

Do you see that word “redeems?” It means being purchased, and therefore, freed 
from slavery. The Bible tells us that without the death of Christ, we are slaves to 
sin, the devil, and the flesh- our desires that are in opposition to God’s will. The 
Bible tells us that the wages for our sin is death- so we are held captive until that 
price is paid. We need to die. But the good news is that we don’t have to be slaves 
forever. Jesus has paid our death for us. He has redeemed us. So instead of 
continuing to inherit slavery or death, we inherit freedom. Jesus’ death has 
delivered our inheritance of freedom to us.  

If Jesus’ death brings our inheritance, is freedom the only aspect of our 
inheritance? Well, the Bible is clear that there is more to it than that. Just as the 
heir to Prince’s fortune would get a variety of benefits- cash, cars, houses, real 
estate, valuable recordings. This text is only telling us part of our inheritance- it’s 
freedom but it also gives us another important part of our inheritance- 

[Subpoint 2] Your inheritance is forgiveness. 

Read the beginning of v. 15 with me again- 

Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant… 

Now let’s skip down to v. 22 

Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the 
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins. 

Verse 22 tells us that the Old Covenant functioned that something needed to die 
and have its blood shed for forgiveness to come. But we saw last week that Jesus 
died once for all. He shed His blood at a moment in time and that Old Covenant 
idea still remains in God’s culture- if blood is shed forgiveness has come. 
Remember also from chapter 8:12 that a key part of the New Covenant is that 
God would- “…be merciful toward their iniquities, and (he) will remember their 
sins no more.” So v. 15 tells us that Jesus’ death, since he’s the mediator of the 
new covenant, brings the inheritance of forgiveness. And verse 15 actually tells us 
that its an eternal inheritance. So this isn’t just momentary forgiveness- this is 



forever forgiveness. Because of Jesus’ death, God has willed you forgiveness from 
your sins.  

[Illustration] There’s this song that came out when I was a kid and it was written 
by Don Henley- and I think it’s refreshing in it’s honesty. It describes how so much 
of our lives are driven by guilt and regret. He tells his thoughts about a broken 
relationship and how his ex has now fallen in love with someone else. He’s trying 
to figure out his own thoughts as they’ve both moved on in their lives. And he 
says this: 

I’m learning to live without you now, but I miss you sometimes. The more I know, 
the less I understand, all the things I thought I knew, I’m learning again. I’ve been 
tryin’ to get down to the heart of the matter- but my will gets weak and my 
thought seem to scatter but I think it’s about forgiveness. Forgiveness. Even if, 
even if, you don’t love me anymore. 

[Application] The man can accept that he isn’t loved anymore- but there’s still 
something that gnaws at him. And you feel it too. If my wife, my son, my old boss 
or employee, my ex-best friend- even if things don’t go back to the way they 
were. If I could just be forgiven today- this would be the best day I’ve had in 
years. But now put that in relationship to God. Whom you’ve sinned against. In 
fact, as little imagination as you have- you’ve imagined all kinds of ways to sin 
against Him and have. And you tell Him you won’t sin that way anymore, but the 
promises you make to Him sometimes don’t last more than a few hours. So when 
you’re trying to get down, to the heart of the matter, and your will gets weak and 
your thought seem to scatter you know what it’s about. Forgiveness. Forgiveness. 
And look at this God- He grants forgiveness even though it requires the shedding 
of blood. Forgiveness is costly. It means someone has to pay for the wrong, and 
Jesus paid it for you. That is the heart of the matter when it comes to our 
inheritance.  

 Continue toward your inheritance. Some of you may have been, like me, 
shaken by the announcement of former pastor, Joshua Harris’ recent rejection of 
Christianity. I don’t know Josh’s mind. He’s a smart guy- and as tragic as it is, I 
have respect for his honesty- which many people in his situation lack. But the 
truth is that at some level, Mr. Harris doesn’t believe that there is an inheritance 
waiting for him if he continues toward Christ. He, in some way or another thinks 



there’s something better somewhere else out there. One of the ways you 
continue toward your inheritance is to guard yourself against attacks by 
reminding yourself of what’s waiting for you. 

 Are you tempted of giving up the faith so that you can be with that person? 
Ask yourself, can they guarantee you Heaven? Have they shed their blood for 
your sins? Will they forgive you forever? When things get hard will they die so 
that you will live? They can’t answer yes to all of these questions. How about 
respectability? If you leave the faith so that society thinks better of you ask this? 
Is this society eternal? We think that cultures centuries ago or even decades ago 
were barbaric or ignorant. Do we really think people are going to think that the 
USA in 2019 was the pinnacle of wisdom and love? But Jesus’ sacrifice has had an 
impact for millennia. The future life he speaks about is eternal. The inheritance he 
promises is an eternal inheritance. Continue toward your inheritance. Do you 
think that absolute freedom will be better than submitting to the rule of a loving 
Master? You know that you need rules. You know you would steal and harm 
others if you could get away with it. And you know others would do the same to 
you. Imagine the most extreme example of this: If you were the last person on 
earth, had free access to everything- you go wherever you want whenever you 
want- would you really be happy forever- or would you find that you miss people? 
That you would miss conversations, interactions, relationships? Because Jesus has 
redeemed you and forgiven you, you inherit an eternity of relationship with God. 
That only encourages you. Only leaves you feeling better than the one before. 
Only works toward your good.  

 If your dad is a millionaire, and he’s promised you a great inheritance you 
won’t need to steal. You won’t need to run away. You won’t need to try to 
manipulate others to provide for you. You just need to maintain a relationship 
with your father. You’ll get bits and pieces now- birthday presents, surprise gifts, 
joyful interactions- and in time you’ll get the fullness of it. The same goes with 
your infinitely wealthy Heavenly father. 

[Illustration] When my dad died last December, he didn’t have much. But in his 
will I was listed as the “responsible party” the “executor” the one whose job it is 
to make sure his demands are met. He, obviously, couldn’t do that himself. He’s 
dead. I’m the one who has to make sure money and goods go to where they’re 



required to go- either to myself, my sister, or bill collectors. I’m the go-between 
between my dad and other people. I’m the mediator. But I’ve encountered 
problems at times accomplishing some of those tasks. Some of his former 
dealings have continued to refuse to deal with me because I’m not listed as an an 
authorized contact. And here’s where Jesus is better than any other will-writer. 
He Himself is the mediator of the New Covenant. Not only did he shed His blood 
to secure our inheritance, He rose from the grave and lives. He has infinite power- 
even power over death to deliver your inheritance to you. Don’t walk away. 
Continue toward Him as He continues toward you.  


