
Locked Out 

[Announce Text] Please keep your Bibles open to Hebrews 9:1-10. 

[Scripture Introduction] My name is Brett Sweet and I’m one of the pastors here. 
We’re in a series on the book of Hebrews- which was written to Christians who 
weren’t quite sure they wanted to continue to be Christians.  

[Prayer for Illumination] Please pray with me… 

[Illustration] When we lived in Chewelah one day I was home alone with my 
oldest daughter Isla who had just learned how to walk. Being the wise and helpful 
man that I am I was doing a little cleaning up around the house. The goal was to 
impress Ali when she got home from spending the day with friends in the 
Spokane Valley. With Elmo on the TV I grabbed the overflowing kitchen garbage 
bag, slipped on some flip flops and stepped outside the side door into the 20-
degree weather in my T-shirt and jeans to drop the bag in the garbage can. In less 
than 10 seconds I was back at the door to find the door locked. I had no keys. 
Without them, I was locked out. 

 Even though I knew that every other access point was locked I still 
proceeded to try the front and back doors. Both locked. I checked windows. 
Locked. I peered through the window and thanked God that the door to the stairs 
was shut. Isla was safe from tumbling down there, and after a couple minutes I 
could hear her whimpering as I spoke to her through the door trying to comfort 
her. But if you drove by on the street what would you have seen? Just a guy, a bit 
underdressed for the cold, walking around his small house. They wouldn’t have 
thought much about it. Most people wouldn’t have slowed down enough to see 
that I was locked out. And, unless you had the keys like my landlord did- who 
came to my rescue after about 15 minutes, you would see that you were locked 
out too.  

 The original audience of the book of Hebrews are tempted to leave 
Christianity behind. They are experiencing persecution. They are considered a 
dangerous minority in the Roman empire and remain unrecognized and therefore 
unprotected. It cost them jobs, friends, family, and most certainly safety and 
possessions. But Judaism is protected by the Roman Empire. So they are tempted 
to go back to the Jewish religion of their forefathers. The author of Hebrews 



wants his readers to recognize that going back to Judaism will be of no help to 
them in accessing God’s presence or in being able to worship Him. The author is 
effectively saying: 

[Proposition] Without Jesus, you are locked out. 

 Our culture is always telling us that we can be whatever or whoever we 
want to be and it’s everyone else’s responsibility to accept us the way we are. I’m 
vegan, so you need to shut down your butcher shop. You want to identify as a 
different gender, adjust to me, accept me. I don’t like that you are criticizing me- 
so support me or don’t speak at all. I want a career that isn’t productive and 
won’t pay the bills, well it’s the government’s job to support me! The danger with 
thinking this way is that we can tend to think that we can make those same claims 
on the One, True, Holy God. But, by definition, God Himself decides who to 
welcome and who to lock out. This passage shows us this through the lens of 
Scripture that without Jesus, we are locked out. Using the Old Covenant 
Tabernacle as our guide, we need to slow down as we drive by and see what’s 
really going on. We need to see reality. When we do, we will we see that we are 
locked out by the layout, we are locked out by the rules, but that Jesus is the 
lock breaker.  

Let’s turn first to… 

[Main Point 1] See that you are locked out by the layout. 

 The Tabernacle of the Old Testament was a tent where God met with the 
Jewish people. And it had a floorplan- it had a layout. But Hebrews tells us that 
this tent was really no help in worshipping God for people like you and me. We 
were locked out by the layout. So let’s look at it and 

[Subpoint 1] See that we are locked out of the Holy Place. 

Read vv. 1-2 with me 

Now even the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly place of 
holiness. For a tent was prepared, the first section, in which were the lampstand 
and the table and the bread of the Presence. It is called the Holy Place. 

This Holy Place was the first part of the Tabernacle- and only one small group of 
people could go there- priests- as v. 6 says. If you weren’t in the family line of the 



Jewish priests you were completely locked out of the Holy Place. It doesn’t matter 
how you identify. It doesn’t matter if you are better than your neighbors. It 
doesn’t matter if you go to a Christian school- you need to see that we are locked 
out of the Holy Place. The layout of the Tabernacle is structured to lock us out. 
We need to see this. We see that we are locked out of the Holy Place, we also 
need to 

[Subpoint 2] See that we are locked out of the Most Holy Place. 

Look at vv. 3-5 

Behind the second curtain was a second section called the Most Holy Place, having 
the golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides with 
gold, in which was a golden urn holding manna, and Aaron’s staff that budded, 
and the tablets of the covenant. Above it were the cherubim of glory 
overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot now speak in detail. 

Between the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place, also called the Holy of Holies 
was a heavy-duty curtain. Not sheer like something we pull across our bedroom 
windows, but more like a fabric wall- about three inches thick. Behind this curtain 
was the ark of the covenant: the top of which was called the mercy seat. We 
should think of that as like the seat of God’s throne where he spiritually and 
invisibly sat. This symbolized God’s presence. And notice that all of these things 
are covered by gold- in a world where there is no electric light and things are 
constantly dirty and dusty- this place is shiny and blinding when it comes to light 
hitting them. Radiating brightness as the biblical record of Pure God Himself 
seems to. But we can’t get to this place. We can’t see these sights, and neither 
could the Hebrews, and neither could almost all Old Testament Jewish believers. 
With the exception of the High Priest, these things might as well have been 
invisible because they couldn’t be seen. Because they were locked out.  

[Illustration] I’m not a fan of horror movies. I haven’t watched many. I don’t plan 
on watching any anytime soon. But I’ve heard enough about them and seen a 
couple to know that there is basically one career field in those worlds that has 
competent employees. It’s not police officers- they usually end up dead. It’s not 
electricians- the power is always going out. It’s not mechanics- because cars never 
start. It’s locksmiths. When people are outside and desperately needing to get 
away from the monster or the serial killer and they come upon a car or a cabin or 



a house you can be sure that the door will be locked. And that they will be outside 
in the elements, in danger, with death close on their heels.  

[Application] Apart from Christ we are locked out with no key. The whole 
tabernacle and temple structures were a way for God to meet with sinful man, 
but if you talked to an Old Covenant Jew they would see the layout of the 
Tabernacle as a sign that they were locked out from the Holy of Holies. They 
would see that they were locked out of God’s presence. Do you see this today? 
The Hebrews wanted to get to an earthly place for worship and holiness but if 
they go back to the Tabernacle they will find that in their Horror movie 
desperation they are locked out. Do you see this today? Do you see that you can’t 
get into God’s presence on your own? Do you see that God’s throne is locked 
away out of your reach? God doesn’t have to let you in. He’s the One who made 
the layout of the Temple. He’s the architect. His shiny glorious presence is out of 
your sight. 

Without Christ we’re locked out. We must see that we’re locked out by the layout 
we also need to… 

[Main Point 2] See that we are locked out by rules. 

There were rules in the Old Testament that coupled with the Tabernacle 
structure. And these rules kept us out of God’s presence. We must see this. We 
need, first, to  

[Subpoint 1] See that rules lock out all non-High Priests 

Look with me at vv. 6-8 

These preparations having thus been made, the priests go regularly into the first 
section, performing the ritual duties, but into the second only the high priest goes, 
and he but once a year, and not without taking blood, which he offers for himself 
and for the unintentional sins of the people. By this the Holy Spirit indicates that 
the way into the holy places is not yet opened as long as the first section is still 
standing… 

If you weren’t a priest, the closest you could get to the ark of the covenant was an 
exterior courtyard- and that only if you were an ethnic Jew! If you were a priest, 
you might be able to go inside the first section, the Holy place, but you were 



locked out from the Most Holy Place. That place was only open one day a year on 
the Day of Atonement. And that place was only open to one person- the High 
Priest. The rest of us are locked out by the rules and requirements that keep 
sinners away from a Holy God. Regulations, rituals, duties, all of these words point 
to the idea of rules. And these rules show that we are locked out. 

Do you see this morning? Are your eyes open to the transcendence of God that 
keeps Him separate from us? In the Old Covenant rules locked us out because we 
aren’t high priests. Let’s also 

[Subpoint 2] See that rules lock out our consciences 

Read vv. 9-10 with me 

(which is symbolic for the present age). According to this arrangement, gifts and 
sacrifices are offered that cannot perfect the conscience of the worshiper, but deal 
only with food and drink and various washings, regulations for the body imposed 
until the time of reformation. 

When the Old Tabernacle was standing, the root problem was precisely the same 
as our root problem- sin. Rebellion against God. Disbelieving His trustworthy 
Word. Valuing something else more than God. Thinking that we know better than 
God. So there were rules about how these sins had to be dealt with. And the way 
they had to be dealt with was for something to die instead of the sinner. Blood 
had to be shed. Maybe just animals, but blood and death nonetheless. But what 
did these rules of cleansing bring? Answer: No actual solution to the root 
problem. Deep down, the issue clings to us like saran wrap. The death of an 
animal can’t remove the impact of sin on my conscience. I wish I could go back in 
time and change that thing I did, that thing I said, those things I thought. 

[Illustration] In the Old Testament there are stories of proselytes- people from 
outside the family of Abraham who become God-fearers. Think of Rahab from 
Jericho and her family. Imagine Rahab’s brother, he’s heard about the LORD of 
Israel and how He rescued the Israelites from Egypt. Then he sees God’s power in 
destroying Jericho. He wants to be on God’s side! So he goes through the pain and 
commitment of being circumcised, he’s willing to start on a new way of life. He 
wants to meet this God. He hears that He’s in the Holy of Holies- the Most Holy 
Place, but now Rahab’s brother is told that it’s against the rules for a Canaanite 



like him, someone who isn’t a priest, to get near to God. Wouldn’t this be 
frustrating? All these rules. Why would God seem to want to know people but 
also make these rules that are obstacles to the relationship? Doesn’t this seem 
intolerant? 

[Apologetic] When you think about it, there are always rules to a relationship. 
Political philosophers tend to call them “social contracts” though I don’t 
necessarily agree with the principles of social contract theory. But basically, when 
two people begin any sort of relationship, say a friendship, there are rules 
involved whether spoken or not. If you’re going to be my friend, you can’t attack 
me with a machete every time we get together. You can’t assault my family. You 
can’t use my house as your personal termite farm. If you behave this way and you 
show up on my property I will call the police and say that you are trespassing. If 
you keep these rules (and others) we can maintain a relationship. And if you 
break these rules, to reconcile our relationship, I’m likely to add new rules and 
hold you to an even higher standard. So it is absolutely acceptable for a personal 
God to relate to us the same way. We’ve sinned against Him, He has no reason to 
trust us. So He institutes rules for people who want to be in a relationship with 
Him. But now we see that these Tabernacle rules are so detailed, and we are so 
weak, that the rules functionally lock us out of God’s presence. At best, these 
rules let us occasionally peer through a crack in a door that won’t open all the 
way. That’s the long-term impact of the Tabernacle.  

If a tabernacle and rules are all we’ve got. If this is the way things are always 
meant to be…We’re underdressed in the cold. We’re horror movie victims. We’re 
trespassers. And we’re locked out. Do you see the reality of the Tabernacle? Do 
you see your state without Jesus? Do you see that you are locked out by the 
layout? Do you see that you are locked out by rules? Do you see that hope is not 
found in religious performance like that? God’s word is the microscope that 
reveals the disease- will we look through it or just say that since we can’t see the 
germs with our naked eyes the problem doesn’t exist. Now let’s try to see some 
hope. We need to see 

[Main Point 3] See Jesus the lock breaker. 



 For the Hebrews to want to go back to Judaism where there needed to be a 
physical place of worship, they would only find bad news there. They would only 
see that they were locked out. But Jesus smashes the locks for us. 

[Subpoint 1] Jesus brings us to a better place. 

There was an earthly tabernacle, but chapter 8:2, tells us that Jesus has gone to 
the true Tent- the true Tabernacle- which is Heaven. So this Old Covenant one is 
obsolete. 

[Subpoint 2] Jesus cleanses us with better blood. 

We’re told that the blood of bulls and goats can’t cleanse our consciences- but 
next week you’ll see that Jesus’ blood is better. Verse 14 will tell us that the blood 
of Christ can purify our conscience.  

[Subpoint 3] Jesus the lock breaker brings a better time to us. 

Notice how v. 10 speaks about “the time of reformation.” Hebrews is telling us 
that that Tabernacle was never meant to last forever. It was always set up waiting 
for a new age to arrive. But Jesus bring the future into the present. Old Covenant 
believers knew that God wasn’t trapped in the Holy of Holies- that one building 
couldn’t contain Him. But they did know that His rules kept Him separate from 
them. So when Jesus died on the cross, and the earth shook, and that thick 
curtain to the Most Holy Place was torn in two, it was like God was finally and 
fully accessible. And better yet, that since Jesus has broken the lock, we are let in 
when we are with Him.  

[Illustration] Country clubs get this. You can’t just walk onto the golf course at 
Manito Golf Club on the South Hill. Or at Black Rock or Gozzer Ranch in Coeur 
d’Alene. Or Augusta National. Many times, you can’t even get past a gate, let 
alone inside to the nice facilities. But if you are with a member they can get you 
in. The employees open the door for you and greet you with a smile. They ask 
what they can do for you today.  

[Application] Jesus is a member of the most exclusive club of all- the Trinity. And 
he leads us into God’s presence. He’s the only one who can get us in. We are 
locked out. Without Him we’re standing at the gate. But Jesus broke the lock at 
the cost of dying on a cross. Shedding His blood for the eternal punishment you 



deserve. You unite yourself to Him by trusting in Him. Are you trusting Him today? 
He’s been raised from the dead. He lives. Do you believe this? 

Do you see how precious it is that you are allowed into God’s presence? The 
Hebrews and many of us are tempted to just shrug that off. Knowing God. Cool. 
But have I told you about my latest deal and the money I’ve made? I was locked 
out, but Jesus has broken the lock, kind of nice He did. But have I shown you plans 
for the kitchen remodel? Have you heard my political point of view? Have I told 
you about my hobbies? The application of this passage is to see what is found 
only in Jesus. But here’s the thing- I can’t make you do that. I’m powerless. If you 
can’t see these truths, does it bother you enough to ask God to reveal this to you? 
I’m praying for you to see these things. I speak for God when I say that we don’t 
want you to just have a comfortable life. We don’t want you to just have a happy 
family. We want you to make it through the unlocked door and into God’s 
presence for now and for eternity. 

 Spouses and parents? Are you impressing these truths on your spouse and 
children? Reminding each other that if you are locked out without Christ. That 
you daily need to be with Jesus the lock breaker? Children, remind your parents. 
Do you rejoice that your names are written in Heaven? Is it motivating you to 
keep following Jesus? Singles, are you rejoicing that you really aren’t alone- you 
are with Jesus, the lock breaker and will be forever? 

We need to see that without Jesus, we are locked out of God’s presence. We 
need to feel how separated we are from Him. We need to see that an earthly 
tabernacle or building won’t cut it. But those of you who know your Bibles well 
know that the Tabernacle wasn’t just a sign of being locked our from God, it was a 
sign that God was moving toward us. Working to reconcile us. 

 In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve had complete access to God, but 
their sin needed to be punished so they were required to leave the Garden. At the 
gate, God stationed a cherubim with a flaming sword who locked them out of 
Eden forever. But God didn’t want to remain completely distant from His image-
bearers forever so He instituted the Tabernacle. Between the Holy Place and the 
Most Holy Place was that curtain separating people from God’s presence- and 
that curtain were cherubim reminding all but the High Priest that they were 
locked out. But this also showed that if people obeyed Him, pursued holiness, 



submitted to His Word- there could be a little bit of access to God. But still, 
without a Savior and Mediator and Perfect High Priest we are locked out. And 
then Jesus comes in the flesh. And the apostle John writes to a Jewish audience 
and he writes something noteworthy. He writes in John 1:14 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us… 

And those words translated “dwelt among us” literally mean- “tabernacled with 
us.” Jesus didn’t need to start a violent revolution trying stir up the masses to 
unlock access to the Most Holy Place. Because He is God. Because God loves us 
He brought the presence of God, the Tabernacle to us, so that we can be with Him 
forever. He spiritually broke the lock. He spiritually dynamited the walls. He 
spiritually expanded the tabernacle so that all who repent of their sins and trust 
Him have the door opened and are welcomed into God’s presence forever. If 
we’re locked out without Jesus the opposite must also be true. We must be let in 
if we are with Him. And that’s what we see for Christians in the book of 
Revelation- a heavenly city where there is a great shout that, due to Jesus, God’s 
dwelling place is with man.  


