
New Covenant Solutions 

[Announce Text] Please keep your Bibles open to Hebrews 8:7-13. 

[Scripture Introduction] My name is Brett Sweet and I’m one of the pastors here. 
We’re in a series on the book of Hebrews- which was written to Christians who 
weren’t quite sure they wanted to continue to be Christians.  

[Prayer for Illumination] Please pray with me… 

[Illustration] Once upon a time a good and powerful freedom fighter, out of the 
goodness of His own heart saw helpless people oppressed under the rule of an 
evil king. So the freedom fighter invaded and defeated the evil king in a way that 
revealed that this liberator was far greater than any rival kings. The oppressed 
people were rejoicing to have been saved from their problems by the freedom 
fighter and, again, in His goodness, their Savior wanted to care for these newly 
kingless people. So the freedom fighter became their solution, by becoming their 
king. These people were so joyful to have this new, powerful king that they said 
they were willing to do anything He asked. So He gave them some simple 
instructions and warnings. He promised to give them a place to build their homes, 
grow their food, raise their children. But they should beware of the nearby 
neighbors who were shady characters. He reminded them that these shady 
characters hated the freedom fighter and loved slavery, and if they wanted to 
remain free they would need to protect themselves by trusting the freedom 
fighter to continue to protect them. So He gave them some laws to preserve their 
freedom. They knew, that if He cared so much for them, that any laws He might 
make would surely be to protect them and care for them. They thought their 
problems were over. So the newly free people promised to obey their new king. 
And the Freedom Fighter agreed to be their king if they kept their promises to 
keep His good laws. 

 Now these newly freed people had short memories- like all of us. These 
newly freed people decided that if the highlight of their lives was being freed 
from an evil king maybe it would good to be free from every king- even the Good 
King who ruled over them. So in their hearts they began a mutiny. They became 
traitors. When things got difficult they didn’t ask for help from their King the 
freedom fighter, they asked for help from their shady neighbors- the ones who 
loved slavery. And the Good King warned them many times, like a good father 



warns His children about how His rules, that the free people had promised to 
obey, were there to protect them. But that didn’t stop the hearts of the people 
from being drawn toward the lifestyles of the slavers in their neighborhood. It 
was almost like their deepest heart desires couldn’t help it- they were drawn to 
the slavers like a moth to the flame. So the slavers did what slavers do. And they 
broke in to their nice new homes and kidnapped the children and stole their 
possessions. And the Good King let them because the people needed to 
remember that He alone is a freedom fighter and liberator. That He is the solution 
to their problems. 

 This story is, as many of you know, the story of God the Freedom Fighter 
and His people. He freed His people, Israel, from the evil king Pharaoh in Egypt, 
giving His people laws for their good at Mount Sinai- which they agreed to keep 
for their own protection. This meaningful binding agreement was a covenant. But 
after breaking the covenant and being warned by prophets for centuries to return 
to God’s laws the northern 10 tribes were enslaved by Assyria. The southern two 
tribes lasted a little longer and were taken hostage by Babylon and enslaved 
there. They were exiled there.  

 We are like the Hebrews, we have problems. We are hurt, and we are 
suffering, and we don’t believe God. We’re slaves to sin and we look for the 
solution by being a better person than our neighbor or in nicer houses, 
promotions, popularity, a relationship, or drugs. In doing so, we are in danger of 
pushing away from the freedom fighter and chaining ourselves to an evil, abusive 
master. The Hebrews now, are experiencing problems and are thinking of exiling 
themselves away from Jesus the Great Freedom Fighter and going back to this Old 
Covenant. But this Old Covenant, made at Sinai, had problems. So the author 
points to the words of one of God’s prophets who lived during the Babylonian 
exile- Jeremiah. And Jeremiah, points out that the Old Covenant he lived under 
had problems but that God the Freedom Fighter would provide the solution. The 
Lord would once again liberate His people, not just from Babylonians but from 
their sins that could hold them captive in the prison of Hell for all eternity and in 
doing so He would provide a final solution by making a new and better covenant 
with His people. So our one main idea is this: 

[Main Point] Know the Lord of the New Covenant. 



 In order to get where we know the Lord of the New covenant, there are a 
couple things we need to know first. We need to know the problems with the Old 
Covenant and we need to know the solutions in the New Covenant. We need to 
know the problems with the Old Covenant and we need to know the solutions in 
the New Covenant. 

[Main Point 1] Know the Problems with the Old Covenant 

[Subpoint 1] Problem #1- The Problems are real 

Look with me at v. 7 

For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion to 
look for a second. 

This problem is not imaginary. It’s real. There is something wrong with the Old 
Covenant, as great as that binding, meaningful agreement was, otherwise 
Jeremiah wouldn’t have prophesied that a second, new covenant would come. 
Hebrews is telling us that, “If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.” But since this needs fixing, 
it must be broke. There must be a real problem. 

[Subpoint #2] Problem #2- The Problem is people 

Read along in v. 8 

For he (God) finds fault with them when he says: “Behold, the days are coming, 
declares the Lord, when I will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and with the house of Judah,”  

The problem with the Old Covenant is with “them” the people we are told. It’s the 
thoughts, words, and actions of people that are the main problem with the Old 
Covenant. And, if we’re honest, most of the problems in our lives are caused by 
people too- aren’t they? 

There are problems with the Old Covenant- real problems and people problems. 

[Subpoint #3] Problem #3- The Problem is defiance of the God of grace 

Look at the first half of v. 9 as we hear God’s Word through the prophet Jeremiah 

“…not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took 
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt.” 



None of us want to have problems with anyone. But having a problem with the 
God who freed them from slavery is especially bad. God graciously liberated His 
people from Egypt apart from any good deeds on their part. And now there are 
problems in that relationship. This is the worst of all problems.  

[Subpoint #4] Problem #4- The Problem is its fragility 

Listen to the end of v. 9 

For they did not continue in my covenant, and so I showed no concern for them, 
declares the Lord. 

God kept His part of the covenant. But because of the problems with people, the 
covenant was fragile and breakable. Like using sewing thread to rock climb 
instead of rope. The people didn’t continue in the covenant that was made at Mt. 
Sinai. So God responded appropriately- he showed no concern for them. And He 
says this explicitly. The Old Covenant was fragile.  

[Main Point 2] The Solutions in the New Covenant 

We saw that the Old Covenant had problems. The first one was that the problem 
is real. How is that going to be solved? 

[Subpoint 1] Solution #1- The solution is real 

Skip down to v. 13- 

In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And what is 
becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away. 

There is a new covenant and it is real. The first one was on it’s way to becoming 
obsolete in the days of Jeremiah and is now obsolete. This covenant has a 
solution because, as v. 9 tells us, it is different than the Old Covenant. The New 
Covenant between God and His people is in place now. Out with the Old Covenant 
and its problems and in with the New Covenant and its solutions. Are you 
someone who is benefiting from this solution? 

The solution is real. But remember, the main problem with the Old Covenant 
were sinners who disobeyed God. The problem was people. How is that going to 
be solved? 

[Subpoint 2] Solution #2- The solution deals with people 



Follow along with me in vv. 10-11- 

For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, 
declares the Lord: I will put my laws into their minds, and write them on their 
hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. And they shall not 
teach, each one his neighbor and each one his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for 
they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. 

A recurring theme of the Bible is that God is always good but that, deep down 
humans are not. And it’s not just circumstances that cause us to rebel and ignore 
God, it’s our hearts. We sometimes look okay on the outside but inside we’re 
bleeding. The same prophet Jeremiah who prophesied about the New Covenant 
in chapter 31 stated in Jeremiah 17 that the heart is deceitful above all things- 
that’s what leads us away from God. That’s what causes us to break the covenant. 
So God brings a real solution to this. He promises to put His law, not on stone 
tablets like the 10 commandments but to write them on our hearts and minds. 
Causing us to truly be His people. Causing us to truly know the Lord. When this 
happens we become new people. This is what the apostle John talks about when 
he speaks of being born again.  

For every problem with the Old Covenant, there is a solution in the New 
Covenant. For a real problem there is a real solution. For a problem with people, 
the solution is that God makes us new people. And if the problem involves the 
God of grace we must see also: 

[Subpoint 3] Solution #3- The solution comes from the God of grace. 

Listen to who’s doing all the work in this New Covenant in vv. 10-12 

For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, 
declares the Lord: I will put my laws into their minds, and write them on their 
hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. And they shall not 
teach, each one his neighbor and each one his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for 
they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. For I will be merciful 
toward their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no more.” 

The New Covenant is the work of God. 



The solution is real, it deals with people, it comes from the God of grace. But what 
of the last problem- that it’s so fragile and breakable. There’s a solution for that 
as well… 

[Subpoint 4] Solution #4- The solution is unbreakable. 

v. 12 says this: 

For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no 
more.” 

God, who knows everything. He knows the dirtiest secret things about you offers 
you a solution in the New Covenant. He will be merciful to you regarding those 
sins. That word “merciful” here is connected to the word for propitiation. 
Meaning that the reason why God is merciful and favorable to you is because 
someone turned His wrath into favor by dying in your place. And where the 
Hebrews may have stressed that they would break the covenant like their 
forefathers did. Sending themselves into exile. The God who knows everything 
promises to remember their sins NO MORE. They will never come up again. If 
that’s the case, then the new covenant can’t be broken. The sins have been 
purposely forgotten because Jesus went to the cross and paid the penalty for 
them. 

[Illustration] Have you ever played with magnets? If you have the polarity wrong 
no matter how hard you try to force the magnets together what ends up 
happening is that the repel from one another. Many hours of my youth were 
spent chasing one magnet across a table without ever touching it with my hands. 
But if you have them lined up right, they snap together with no difficulty and stay 
stuck together. Locked tight.  

[Exposition Summary] The Holy Trinity is always working together to accomplish 
the divine task. Before we get a new heart God is chasing us but our sin causes 
the magnet of our heart to have the wrong polarity. So we want to keep our 
distance from Him and He must keep His distance from us. Then Jesus comes and 
lives the covenant keeping life we’ve been called to and gives us His perfect 
record which we receive when we believe. And then He goes to the cross to pay 
for our sins and purchase everything needed for our salvation. This includes the 
blessing of the Holy Spirit who brings new hearts and minds with God’s law living 



in them. And this flips the magnet of our heart over. And the members of the 
Trinity love one another. They are magnetically drawn to one another. So now 
you have power of almighty God working from both sides of the covenant. God 
the Father reaching out to His people through the grace of God the Son and God 
the Spirit in the hearts of His people magnetically attracted in a powerful 
unbreakable bond.  

[Application] What do we do with these amazing truths? We rejoice! Every other 
religion says run as hard after God as you can and maybe you’ll catch him. But the 
gospel of the New Covenant says: God has been running after you and has now 
sent His Spirit in you to turn you around. So you get the New Covenant blessing of 
being part of God’s people because of the work of God Himself. So He’s the One 
who does all the work and yet you get the benefits. Rather than being harsh 
toward your iniquities He’s merciful. Rather than rubbing your sins and failures in 
your face, He purposefully forgets them. Rather than trying to drum up enough 
effort to obey, He gives you the power to obey in your heart and mind- making 
you want to obey. Rather than being orphans, looking for a place to belong, you 
are one of God’s people. You belong with Him. Rather than needing to advance in 
religious society in order to get the full blessings like Mormonism, Hinduism, or 
Scientology require. Even the least of us can fully know the One True Lord.  

Do you know this great God? Do you feel your heart drawn to Him? Does 
your mind and heart seem to be growing in your desire to obey in the freedom 
that comes from Christ? Have you begun to see that salvation is wholly a work of 
the Triune God? If you think it has to do with your righteousness you can be sure 
that you don’t know the Lord of the New Covenant yet. 

Another application is one that is going to challenge a few of you in this 
room. In the Old Covenant there was a mixed community of believers and 
unbelievers. But we’re told that the new covenant is “not like the covenant” of 
Old. We’re instead told here that if someone knows the Lord they are members of 
the covenant community- and will be forever. This implies that those who aren’t 
believers aren’t members of the covenant community. This is one of the strongest 
reasons why I think that the covenant sign of baptism is meant for believers only- 
not their children who are yet to believe. So those of you here who are 
paedobaptists who believe infant children of Christians should be baptized, whom 



I love and respect, I do think there is enough difference between the Old and New 
Covenant to actually spend time making you feel a little uncomfortable over what 
it seems that the Bible is saying. Come back next week to see us symbolically but 
formally welcome new believers into God’s family as they receive the new 
covenant sign of baptism. 

A perhaps less controversial application of the New Covenant is this: when 
you become a believer you become not just God’s only person, you become part 
of God’s people. And since God wants to be with His people, you should too. Are 
you committed to God’s people? Have you found a local church you can join 
where people are helping each other know God a little bit better than the day, 
week, month, or year before? If we took attendance every week on Sunday 
mornings or at home group what would your attendance be? 75%? 50%? 25%? 
How flimsy are your excuses? Visiting grandpa on his deathbed is a little different 
than helping grandma in the garden. An emergency appendectomy is a bit 
different than seasonal allergies. Cleaning the house after your sewer backs up is 
different than needing to dust around the house. Would people look at your 
schedule and say, “It definitely looks like she knows the Lord, she’s one of God’s 
people.” Or would they say, “She definitely looks like one of the soccer people, 
boating people, outdoor people, shopping people.” 

There have been a few times as a parent where words of extreme honesty 
come out with emotional desperation in the words, “I can’t do it!” Whether it 
means not getting angry with their siblings or completing a task. “I can’t do it!” 
The Hebrews want to go back to the Old Covenant. Now imagine that they find 
their great-great-great grandfather’s journal written on some scrolls on the old 
family property. What do they say? Oh, God the Freedom Fighter, the God of 
grace, has delivered us but calls me to faithfully keep His covenant. But “I can’t do 
it!” No matter how hard we try, it’s like there’s something in our hearts and minds 
that lead us away from Him. “I can’t do it.” And I look around and I see people just 
like me. But their actions reveal their hearts too. Constantly, people in this 
covenant community don’t seem to care about the Lord at all. No matter how 
much we tell them to know the Lord- the vast majority of them don’t. “I can’t do 
it.” And even if I make some progress in obedience, ultimately, I can’t keep it up 
forever. I always feel pulled away. I sense that I’m stuck like this forever. God’s 
covenant with me is trustworthy as solid and thick as ice on a January lake, but 



my ability to keep it is as fragile as walking on the thin ice of April. “I can’t do it!” I 
feel like we’re all destined to live like this forever. My sins continue to be a 
problem. They continue to dig a grand canyon between God and me.  

And then hope bursts in. My heart and mind are sinful- so “I can’t do it!” 
But God’s New Covenant words that come only through Christ say: You’re right- 
You people are the problem your heart and mind are problems. But  

I will put my laws into their minds, and write them on their hearts. 

 God says, I’ll intervene and make it possible. I’ll use my power to help you. 

 You are right the people around you aren’t even trying to know me. It’s 
right for you to say, “I can’t do it!” They can’t make themselves my people. But 
then God brings hope in His Word: 

And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. And they shall not teach, each 
one his neighbor and each one his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall 
all know me, from the least of them to the greatest.  

 Through my New Covenant who comes only through Christ and by the Holy 
Spirit you can know me. And after I give you your new heart you WILL know me.  

 And we say, but what about our sin? “I can’t do it! I can’t make it go away! I 
don’t have the power! What hope is there for me?” And God says 

“For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no 
more.” 

 My Eternal Son has paid the penalty for your iniquities. Because of that I 
have forgotten your sins- they will never come between us again. I have done it.  

  

 

 

 


