
Buyer’s Remorse 

[Announce Text] Please keep your Bibles open to Hebrews 7:11-19. 

[Scripture Introduction] My name is Brett Sweet and I’m one of the pastors here. 
We’re in a series on the book of Hebrews- which was written to Christians who 
weren’t quite sure they wanted to continue to be Christians.  

[Prayer for Illumination] Please pray with me… 

[Illustration] I have an important question for you: Vanilla or chocolate? A very 
important question. But there are a few of you who think that that’s not enough 
choices. So Baskin Robbins has 31 flavors! Lemon Custard Ice Cream. Mint 
Chocolate Chip Ice Cream. Oregon Blackberry Ice Cream. Peanut Butter ‘n 
Chocolate Ice Cream. Orange Sherbet. Miami Vice Sorbet- a fruity, frozen treat 
named after my favorite ‘80s cop show! We love choices. But psychologists have 
realized that having many choices, having more options to choose from, doesn’t 
necessarily make you happier. This is because of a phenomenon called buyer’s 
remorse. Buyer’s remorse occurs when someone spends a lot of time thinking 
over multiple options before choosing one of them. Then, due to the effort they 
spent thinking things over- they begin to wonder if they really made the right 
choice. They begin to regret it. They think that they’ve missed out on something 
better. It may not be hard to choose chocolate over vanilla- but what if you walk 
into Baskin Robbins and you have to now choose between a variety of chocolate 
flavors- Rocky Road, World Class Chocolate, Chocolate Mousse Royale, Chocolate 
Fudge, Chocolate Almond, or the Classic Chocolate?  

 So you choose Rocky Road but you could have avoided the health issues of 
marshmallows if you had just chosen Chocolate Almond. But the almonds are a 
little scratchy on your throat and the chocolate flavor is a little weak- maybe you 
should have chosen Chocolate Fudge. Or maybe, now, you realize you can always 
get chocolate, why didn’t you try the Mango Frozen Yogurt? What will you 
choose? 

 The Hebrews have to choose who they want for their high priest. It seems 
that they’ve chosen Jesus Christ- who in chapter one we’re told is the Son of God, 
who created the world, is the very radiance of the glory of God. Seems like the 
right choice. But now they are experiencing buyer’s remorse. To persevere in the 



faith. To run to win the prize. The choice is more than a one time event. It’s daily 
choosing Jesus as your Lord and Savior. Submitting to Him every moment. If I 
could summarize what the author is saying it’s this:  

[Proposition] Choose the right high priest. 

God is in control over all things- even the decisions we make. But we are 
responsible for our decisions, so we must choose wisely. Today I want to 
emphasize our responsibility. So let’s imagine we are the Hebrews and we’ve 
walked up to the counter and we’re looking at the Fast Food Menu of available 
High Priests. The author of Hebrews is at the register with his little visor on and he 
has three questions for us. He’s going to help us choose the right high priest by 
telling us what to expect based on our choices. The questions revolve around the 
ideas of oath, death, and sin. Oath, death, and sin. So let’s step up to the counter 
and listen to question number one: 

[Main Point 1] Would you like your high priest with or without the oath? 

Three weeks ago I preached on the amazing truth that God swore an oath in 
appointing Jesus to encourage us- this is resurfacing here. Why might that be 
important? So we lean on the counter and he repeats the question: Would you 
like your high priest with or without the oath? The Hebrews are being tempted to 
answer: 

[Subpoint 1] I’ll take my high priest without the oath 

Look with me at v. 20 

And it was not without an oath. For those who formerly became priests were 
made such without an oath 

 The author is checking us- are you sure you want one without the oath? 
Jesus was appointed by God the Father with an oath- but down in v. 28 we’re told 
that these high priests were appointed by the law which we saw last week is full 
of weakness and is functionally useless. Maybe you are experiencing a little 
buyer’s remorse about Jesus, but are you sure you really want your high priest 
without the oath? So we ask ourselves the question now- Do I want a high priest 
with or without the oath? And so we speak to the person at the counter: 

[Subpoint 2] I’ll take my high priest with the oath 



And the author looks at us with a smile and says, “Good choice.”  

Read along with me as we look at vv. 20-22 

And it was not without an oath. For those who formerly became priests were 
made such without an oath, but this one (Jesus) was made a priest with an oath 
by the one who said to him: 

“The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind, ‘You are a priest forever.’”  

This makes Jesus the guarantor of a better covenant.   

 The author is saying- when you choose Jesus. When you choose your high 
priest with the oath, you get the certainty of being accepted by God Himself who 
appointed Jesus with an oath. Furthermore, you get a better covenant- a better 
system of relationship with God than you get if you choose the high priests 
without the oath. This is the only place in the New Testament where the word 
“guarantor” is used. But it carries the idea of a third party, that’s Jesus, accepting 
responsibility for another person at the risk to his own property or life. Jesus is 
putting Himself on the line for you to make sure you get the blessings of the New 
Covenant.  

[Illustration] The best thing about my last job as a mortgage loan originator was 
seeing the generosity of people. It was incredible to see parents helping their 
children buy a home. They could co-sign on the loan. Those parents would 
effectively be putting their money on the line for the sake of their children. If their 
kids couldn’t make the monthly payment, not only would the kids’ credit and 
reputation be on the line- but so too were the parents’ credit and reputation. 
They took on a new level of risk for the benefit of their children. 

Jesus did that for Christians. He stepped in and not only risked everything- but 
gave up His reputation, and comfort, and wealth, and life for us. And because God 
has taken an oath that Jesus is the high priest, there is actually no risk for us. 
Jesus is a guarantor that we are going to benefit. Choose the right high priest. The 
choice, when you really think about it is obvious. You want your high priest with 
an oath. 

So the author punches some numbers into the spiritual register and he asks his 
next question to help you choose. But the Hebrews and us are still not quite sure. 



We like Jesus- but there were so many good things the high priests did in the Old 
Testament. We don’t want to have buyer’s remorse. So the author wants to help 
us again and he asks us a second, simple question: 

[Main Point 2] Would you like your high priest with or without death? 

And we misspeak the way I once told the lady at Subway I wanted mustard on my 
tuna sandwich instead of mayonnaise. So we answer… 

[Subpoint 1] I’ll take my high priest with death. 

Look with me at v. 23 

The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death 
from continuing in office, 

The Hebrews are thinking about all those high priests in the Old Testament and all 
their heroes who relied on people like Aaron, Eleazar, Zadok, Eli, Joshua and 
more. And they think of people like David and Moses and Solomon and Josiah 
who looked to these high priests and they think- why not jump on the 
bandwagon? But the author tells us that the reason there were so many high 
priests isn’t strength of the old covenant high priesthood- it’s a weakness. The 
reason there are so many- is because death removed them from serving in office 
forever. There was the need for a replacement. And sure Eli was a decent high 
priest, but his sons were terrible! The term of the good priests were always 
interrupted by age and/or death.  

And the author of Hebrews is now thoroughly confused by our choice of a high 
priest with death. He tells us that God doesn’t keep those things in stock any 
more- so he gives us an address where we can find these high priests. So we hop 
in our car and drive through traffic to the address. Only to arrive at a cemetery. 
And we think: if only Zadok was our priest- but wait here’s his headstone. If only 
Joshua was our high priest like he was after the exile. Oh here’s his headstone. Do 
we really want a high priest with death? Do we really want one that, even if he 
could help us for a few years, will eventually fail us when his body and mind give 
out? 



So we hop in the car, we turn around, and we return to the author of Hebrews 
and he welcomes us back. Yes, we say quickly I want my High Priest with an oath 
but I’m changing my last order…also,  

[Subpoint 2] I’ll take my high priest without death 

And the author smiles from beneath the visor and let’s listen to what he says to us 
in vv. 23-25 

The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death 
from continuing in office, but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he 
continues forever. Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who 
draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for 
them. 

 You see, Jesus has an indestructible life as we saw last week in v. 16. He 
can’t be defeated by death. On the cross, where it looked like death had defeated 
Him, His resurrection on the third day revealed that things were backwards. By 
dying, Jesus killed death. And now He lives. He therefore holds his priesthood 
permanently. He continues in that role forever. And since he always lives. He’s 
never interrupted in His position as High Priest. That means He is always 
interceding for us. Always seeking the things that will be for our best. And since 
he is without death He can save to the uttermost those who draw near to God 
through him. The others couldn’t go all the way to save you or me because they 
sooner or later bump into death and we go undefended.  

[Application] Death is coming to interrupt your plans and life. Your career goals, 
your family plans, your renovation projects will sooner or later cease when you 
do. All it takes is one phone call. One CT scan. One distracted moment behind the 
wheel. The high priests couldn’t continue their positions and lives because of 
death- do we presume to be better? Do we think that eating healthier, exercising 
more, and taking vacations is really going to keep death forever away? Those 
things may delay it for a bit, but death is stalking us. And the Bible tells us that 
after death comes judgment. Are we really prepared for that? Have you thought 
about a never-ending Heaven and a never-ending Hell? 

 Beethoven, Bach, Sinatra, John Lennon- none of them write songs any 
more. Babe Ruth can’t swing a bat. Napoleon nor Alexander nor Eisenhower can 



strategize battle plans. Edison can’t invent. Julia Child can’t cook. Brando and 
Hepburn can’t act. Spend time in a cemetery. My young daughters noticed at the 
last one we visited that there was a gravestone for a little image bearer who 
didn’t make it a year into this life. Parents, stop hiding death from your children. 
Take them to retirement homes and hospitals when you head there. Take them to 
funerals and cemeteries. Other cultures faced death around them all the time, we 
hide it away and distract ourselves. Kids, the people you see with wrinkles, 
hearing aids, and canes were just like you not that long ago. It’s the weight of a 
fallen world caused by your sin and the sin of others that is leading you there. 
Abandon hope in yourself. Abandon ultimate hope in any other mere human. 
Choose the High Priest without death. Follow Him. He will deliver you. He will 
save you to the uttermost as you draw near to Him.  

What sort of high priest would you like? Hebrews is telling us that we want the 
only One with the oath. We want the only One without death. Next question from 
behind the counter: 

[Main Point 3] Would you like your high priest with or without sin? 

As we ponder this question, we may begin to think, “You know, I like people like 
me. People who are at the same stage of life. People who have the same 
interests.” So we might be tempted to say: 

[Subpoint 1] I’ll take my high priest with sin 

But let’s look at v. 27 

He (that is Jesus) has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first 
for his own sins and then for those of the people… 

 So the author looks at us from behind the counter and seems to tell us, 
“Well, you CAN have a high priest with sin but here’s what you need to be aware 
of: he is really busy. He is always needing to offer a sacrifice for his own sins- 
everyday. Every single day. Before he can help you out.” Wait, every day? When I 
fix the faucet or hang a picture they function properly for a little bit. But this guy 
needs to do this every day for himself? And if he needs to do this every day for 
himself, we’re reminded again of what we just spoke about- sooner or later he’s 
going to run out of days. If he needs to do that for himself over and over again, 
how confident am I that he, in his sinful weakness, has what it takes to help me? 



No, we need a high priest who is different than you and me. So we make instead 
tell the author: 

[Subpoint 2] I’ll take my high priest without sin 

Listen to vv. 26-28 

For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, 
unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. He has no 
need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then 
for those of the people, since he did this once for all when he offered up himself. 
For the law appoints men in their weakness as high priests, but the word of the 
oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect 
forever.   

Jesus Christ, the high priest appointed with the oath of God. Is holy, innocent, 
unstained, separated from sinners- He’s pure. Jesus Christ isn’t just a man, though 
He certainly is fully human- He’s the eternal Son. He can and will be perfect in His 
role as high priest forever. And the sacrifice He offered wasn’t barnyard animals 
that bleat or moo but Himself who spoke like no man has ever spoken- full of 
grace and truth. So full of love that He offered perfect prayers for His enemies. 
And His sacrifice was so perfect and complete that it needed to be done only 
once. The high priest without sinful weakness has once for all made a satisfying 
sacrifice for people like you and me. No other priest has done this.  

[Application] Do you strive to imitate the great High Priest? Week after week after 
week- do you walk out those doors behind you into the bright sunlight and simply 
continue the same with no effort to grow in living a godly life? Is there a sin in 
your life- lust or self-righteousness or fear of what others think of you or sinful 
anger or passive leadership or love of money or defiance to authority- that you 
are trying to kill? Are you asking others to pray for you, to seek the power of the 
Holy Spirit to make you more like Jesus? Are you working with all the power that 
He works within you to be like your high priest who is without sin? 

[Illustration] When I was in middle school my class was on a field trip- to where or 
what, I don’t know. Like many of you the field trip was forgettable but the bus 
ride was memorable. What stood out to me on this bus ride was the fact that one 
of my classmates had brought a book with her that was an excellent conversation 



starter. The book was titled, Would You Rather…? So a number of us leaned into 
the bus aisle and gave our answers to bizarre but interesting questions such as: 
Would you rather wake up in the middle of an unknown desert or wake up in a 
rowboat on an unknown body of water? Would you rather be forced to dance 
every time you heard music or be forced to sing along to any song you heard? 
Good “Would you rather” questions are tough.  

Now imagine you are a very poor child in 1600s Holland on a field trip- and 
you love art. And as you are travelling to your destination past canals and 
windmills and tulips a fellow student asks, “Would you rather be Rembrandt’s 
only painting student for the next 20 years or would you rather draw stick figures 
like cavemen?” This is not a good “Would you rather” question. It’s not difficult. 
The answer is obvious. It’s a ridiculous question.   

[Application] These verses make all of my questions today into ridiculous 
questions. The Son of God is holy, innocent, and unstained. He’s the shiny new car 
that’s never been driven- everyone else is a decaying wreck rusting in a field. Is 
this even a question? Is this even a choice? You see the more realistic question 
regarding Rembrandt and the boy than the “Would you rather” question would 
have been- Why would Rembrandt want anything to do with a poor Dutch boy 
with no prospects? We can sit here and ask how we like our high priest as if it’s an 
order at a restaurant- but it’s a ridiculous question. The answer is meant to be 
obvious. The better question is why would Jesus, a high priest who is holy, 
innocent, unstained, perfect forever and separated from sinners have anything to 
do with us? Why would He choose us? 

 The answer is love. A pure love that doesn’t simply overlook your sins and 
weaknesses but actually deals with them. A love so deep that He would sacrifice 
Himself, once for all to move from being separated from sinners to being united 
to them. To transform sinners to saints. To bring us close. And He did this when 
you have had a consistent history of ignoring Him, and rejecting him, and 
prostituting ourselves to subpar high priests every day of your life. Amazingly, and 
this is so humbling- Jesus is the One who has done the costly buying of us yet He 
experiences no buyer’s remorse about us. This sort of love should bring you 
complete security and confidence in God’s love for you that will never end. You 
see- Jesus was made High Priest with an oath- and what does that oath say? God 



has sworn that Jesus is a “High Priest forever.” And why does Jesus, our High 
Priest without death become such a comfort? Because He holds his priesthood 
permanently. Why does Jesus, our High Priest without sin bring us security? 
Because the eternal Son has been made perfect forever. He’s a permanent high 
priest. 

 Choose the only High Priest who can provide security, not just for today but 
the One who can provide security forever. Choose the right High Priest today. 
Buyer’s remorse comes when we study different options and feel that we’ve 
might have made the wrong decision. That we might have missed out on what’s 
best. Other high priests or things we look to for our identity will at best be stories 
about how that car ran great for a year, but ever since there has been nothing but 
problems. But when you choose Jesus as your high priest you won’t experience 
buyer’s remorse. The more you study Him and any of His seeming competitors 
the greater He will become by comparison.  

 


