
A Change for the Best 

[Announce Text] Please keep your Bibles open to Hebrews 7:11-19. 

[Scripture Introduction] My name is Brett Sweet and I’m one of the pastors here. 
We’re in a series on the book of Hebrews- which was written to Christians who 
weren’t quite sure they wanted to continue to be Christians.  

[Prayer for Illumination] Please pray with me… 

[Illustration] The check was supposed to be deposited into your bank account 
#5000, but they deposited it into account #4999- they were close. What if the 
doctors said that your child was close to being alive. You were close to avoiding 
the wreck, but the car is totaled. There is little comfort in being “close” but not 
making it all the way. How excited would your children be if you took them all the 
way to Disneyworld’s parking lot? What is needed to carry us from getting close 
to truly arriving is a change. The best directions that deliver us to our destination. 
Most of us recognize that close doesn’t cut it in this life. We need a change not 
only for the better, but for the best. 

 The Hebrews were raised on the Old Testament teaching, declared by God 
Himself, that priests from the tribe of Levi were needed for their religion. The 
Levites were God’s chosen priests- but all these priests could do was bring people 
close to God’s presence. Sure, the high priest could symbolically carry the people 
into the Holy of Holies- where God’s presence was- once a year. But the closest 
the average Israelite could get was just in the Temple. The closest a Gentile could 
get was on the outer porch of the Temple. To make it to the best place- where a 
Holy God of mercy, grace, steadfast love, faithfulness, and justice is a change 
would have to be made. And the author of Hebrews is telling us to 

[Proposition] Rejoice! A change has been made for the best.  

 A change has been made for you by God Himself. This change has been 
made so that you get the ultimate reward- God Himself. If you’re like most people 
in our culture you’ve been influenced by naturalism. That the way things work 
and were billions of years ago is exactly the way things are today and will be 
tomorrow. That nothing really changes. That we’re just meaningless viruses on a 
speck of dust that will soon be burned up by the Sun. Or maybe you think God is 
out there somewhere but he, or she, or it or whatever is not involved in the 



world, or at least your life. Well, our text tells us that God is active in this world, 
and He changes things and the greatest news ever is that He has made a change 
for our best. He has changed the priesthood and given us Jesus to be our High 
Priest so that we can know Him and be with Him.  

 So let’s look at this change for the best- and with God’s help we will 
respond with joy and rejoicing. To do so we’re going to look at the Reason for the 
change, the Requirements for the change, the Reality of the change, and the 
Result of the change. Reason, Requirements, Reality, and Result.  

[Main Point 1] The Reason for the Change 

 The reason for the change is found in v. 11- the high priests of the Levites, 
in the line of Aaron, could not bring perfection. Read v. 11 with me 

Now if perfection had been attainable through the Levitical priesthood (for under 
it the people received the law), what further need would there have been for 
another priest to arise after the order of Melchizedek, rather than one named 
after the order of Aaron? 

 The reason we need a change for the best is because the Old Covenant high 
priests could not bring perfection. We need to attain perfection to meet with 
God. Many scholars take this word translated “perfection” to mean meeting the 
desired end or goal. As if things have been perfectly completed. A few others 
think it has to do with being perfectly acceptable to God. The two are so tied 
together that it doesn’t make a real difference for our lives. Either way, the 
reason for the change is that the Old Covenant could not get us what we need. 
The priests’ sacrifices couldn’t pay the penalty for our sins and make us perfect 
and they couldn’t get us to the desired end or goal. This is the reason for the 
change. 

[Application] Are you trying to be your own high priest? Are you trying to 
approach God by trying to attain perfection for yourself? Do you think if you just 
clean your life up a little bit more. Stop looking at pornography. Volunteer a little 
more with the homeless. Know a few more Bible answers. Be a good neighbor. Be 
tolerant of everything done by everyone that you will achieve the perfection you 
need? Your sacrifices are as inadequate as those of the Levites. A change has 
been made for the best so that you perfection can be attained. Jesus attained 



perfection. Jesus will bring you to the desired end- full, eternal communion with 
God.  So repent of your sins but also repent of your good deeds if you are trusting 
in them- they are inadequate in bringing you to God. 

The reason for the change is that the Old Testament priests could not help us 
attain perfection. That’s the reason for this change for the best. Now let’s look at 
the 

[Main Point 2] The Requirements for the Change 

[Subpoint 1] One required change for the best is that there must be a change in 
the law. Look with me at vv. 12-14 

For when there is a change in the priesthood, there is necessarily a change in the 
law as well. For the one of whom these things are spoken belong to another tribe, 
from which no one has ever served at the altar. For it is evident that our Lord was 
descended from Judah, and in connection with that tribe Moses said nothing 
about priests.  

The priesthood and the law were so tied together that you couldn’t have one 
without the other. The priests had to meet the requirements laid down in the law 
of God. And the law was dependent on its fulfillment through the work of priests. 
So if there is going to be a new priest, it requires a change in the law. Specifically, 
the law that high priests must descend from the line of Aaron of the tribe of Levi. 
But this also would require other changes to the law for it to be fulfilled.  

So one requirement for the change for the best is that it required a change in the 
law- specifically laws about priests. A second requirement for this change for the 
best is 

[Subpoint 2] A change in power 

Read along in vv. 15-16 with me- 

This becomes even more evident when another priest arises in the likeness of 
Melchizedek, who has become a priest, not on the basis of a legal requirement 
concerning bodily descent, but by the power of an indestructible life. 

This will be the main point of next week’s text but we’re touching on it here. 
Death interrupts who can serve as high priest. That’s part of why perfection 



couldn’t be attained through them. Jesus didn’t meet the requirements of the law 
regarding being in the right family. But he met the requirement by being so 
powerful that He defeated death. He has an indestructible life. That sort of power 
not only qualifies him to be a king as an heir to the kings of Judah. It gives Him the 
power and authority to go on living forever, just as it seemed Melchizedek the 
great high priest functioned in the past. So to be a high priest of the order of Levi, 
all you had to do was have the right parents. But to be a high priest of the order 
of Melchizedek- what you need to be able to do is defeat death and live forever. 
Only Jesus in Himself has the power of an indestructible life. Only Jesus can be 
this sort of high priest. 

[Illustration] While it wasn’t my favorite thing to watch, I spent a fair amount of 
time watching NASCAR racing growing up. It’s been said that many people watch 
NASCAR only for the crashes. And I have seen some doozies- especially on the 
fastest tracks like Talladega and Daytona. I remember watching on TV that killed 
Dale Earnhardt when his black Chevy smashed into the final turn of the Daytona 
500. What amazed me was that his crash looked minor compared to one that had 
occurred earlier in the race which involved rolling and airborne cars! Amazingly, 
nobody died in that one. But it’s these stock car wrecks that created the Jaws of 
Life. 1961 George Hurst watched rescue crews take over an hour to get drivers 
out of their crashed cars. They used prybars but there wasn’t enough power. They 
tried other power tools like circular saws but these caused sparks which could 
cause explosions and fires. The saws lacked the power to get people out quickly 
and cleanly- increasing the likelihood of death or serious injury. The sheer volume 
of the saws as they tried to cut through the metal cars tended to cause the 
victims even more stress. But Hurst’s hydraulic rescue tools snatched people from 
the jaws of death. They have the power to remove people in minutes without the 
problems of less powerful tools. I’ve watched as what looks like a giant pair of 
pliers separate welded and compressed metal in seconds.  

[Application] For these readers and us today, we need to see that Jesus is the 
Jaws of Life for our souls. Other actions, other religions, even other priests do not 
have the power to open a gap you from the mangled mess of this world and this 
life. They do not have enough power to help you attain perfection. You need 
more power. Do you realize that Jesus is all-powerful? Death has basically been 



batting 1000. But Jesus has an indestructible life! Any other high priest will be 
defeated.  

 This opens up a chance for me to help you see the lies of Catholicism. I have 
Catholic friends whom I love. Some of them may, in fact, be converted. But that 
church’s biggest problem is not the sex abuse scandals- as absolutely horrible as 
those are. And we should be caring for their victims with compassion. Their 
biggest problem is they are trusting in priests and saints who have no power to 
reach perfection. A change has been made for the best. A change away from 
people to the eternal Son of God. 

 For this change for the best regarding priesthood to occur we need 
someone all powerful. And the same goes for any changes in our lives. You’ve 
tried the New Year’s Resolutions, the fad diets, the promises to God and others 
that don’t last a week- we fail because we don’t have enough power. But when 
Jesus becomes your high priest He sends you His all-powerful Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit will work with you to change. Do you pray for His power and help? Do you 
seek Him when you feel like you can’t make it? When you are angry at your family 
members pray that He would fill you with love and patience. When you are 
anxious and you don’t know if you will make it through the week, day, or hour- 
tell Him you need His power to trust. When you are at work and you feel like you 
are a failure- Ask Him to give you the power to find your identity in your 
acceptance on the grounds of Jesus- your powerful high priest. Then ask for 
power to humbly grow in the tasks you’ve been given.  

A change has been made- not just for the better but for the best. We’ve seen the 
reason for the change and the requirements for the change. Now let’s look at  

[Main Point 3] The Reality of the Change 

Look at v. 17- 

For it is witnessed of him, “You are a priest forever, after the order of 
Melchizedek.” 

 This has been mentioned before. But God’s authoritative, eternal, 
unchanging Word has stated that Jesus, the One who loves you. The One who 
went to the cross for you. Is your high priest. Reality has shifted. It’s like we’ve 
woken up on a new planet. God the Father has said to Jesus, “You ARE a priest 



forever…” It’s not a preference. It’s not that Jesus works for us the way therapy, 
or meditation or time spent in nature works for others. There has been a real 
change to the One and only High Priest. We might live like we inhabit virtual 
reality- that the world is what we make it. But deep down we know that can’t be 
true. The reality is that a change has occurred- and that change has brought us 
the best result- Jesus Christ is our high priest. 

The reason for the change in the priesthood is that we can’t attain perfection with 
the old ways of the Levites. With a change for the best there has been a required 
change in the law and a change in power. Now we’ve just seen that this is a real 
change…Let’s now turn to  

[Main Point 4] The Results of the Change 

[Subpoint 1] One result of this change is that the law has been set aside. Look 
with me at v. 18 and the beginning of 19 

For on the one hand, a former commandment is set aside because of its weakness 
and uselessness (for the law made nothing perfect); 

The law could make nothing perfect. The way priests were to function couldn’t be 
kept perfectly. The way the people were to obey couldn’t be kept perfectly. Even 
though there was nothing inherently wrong with the law, even when the 
externals could be kept, there was always something wrong with our hearts. That 
deprived the law of its power. It rendered the law weak. It made it functionally 
useless. If the law can’t make us perfect- then we need a change. And the change 
for the best is that the law has been set aside. You are free! Jesus has done 
everything you need! The law can convict us of sin, give us guidance on what 
morality is, and functions as a guide for righteous living- but as far as depending 
on it to achieve perfection it has been set aside! That is a great result of the 
change. 

One result of the change is that the law has been set aside a second result is 

[Subpoint 2] A better hope- we can draw near to God 

Let’s read the end of v. 19 together- 

…but on the other hand, a better hope is introduced, through which we draw near 
to God.  



In Hebrews, the word for hope is connected with the certainty of Jesus. It’s not 
that we feel hopeful. It’s that we have a hope- and He’s a person. Here’s the great 
result of the change for the best- Jesus has done all that is needed so we get to 
draw near to God. This is the change we need! This is the reason for rejoicing! 
Jesus didn’t get us to the parking lot. He hasn’t just brought us close. He brought 
us inside.   

[Illustration[ When I was in the mortgage industry, I helped a number of people 
buy homes. While they were in the process of dreaming about their new home, 
going through home inspections, appraisals, the loan process, signing papers, etc- 
they could get close to their future home. They could drive down the street. They 
could talk to the neighbors. They could park in the driveway for short periods of 
time. But they couldn’t get in. What was needed was a major change. A change 
had to occur where the legal ownership transferred from the former owner to the 
new owner at the County courthouse- then they could get the keys. Then they 
could more than just stand on the front porch. They could go inside. 

[Application] Jesus, a person- fully God and fully man- is the key to God’s 
presence. He is how we can draw near to God. This is the great change that has 
occurred. This is why we rejoice! Here’s the amazing thing about being able to go 
all the way into God’s presences- we can do it because He has come all the way to 
us. Jesus left Heaven and came all the way to earth, to be with sinners. To live 
with them. To love them. To die in their place to free them from sin and death 
and the Devil. Then He ascended to His Father’s right hand. When He did that, 
Ephesians says that we are carried into God’s presence with Him even now. But 
also, God came all the way to us again. Jesus, in His great love for you, has sent 
God the Holy Spirit to come all the way to us.  

 When you hear people talking about Jesus, do you feel your heart leap 
sometimes? Do you recognize that you were once far off but now you’ve been 
brought near by the blood of Jesus Christ the High Priest after the order of 
Melchizedek? When you sing on Sunday morning- are they just words with no 
meaning? Or do you sense that there is a real change that has occurred in your 
life? When you go to school or work or the grocery story are you convinced that 
God is going with you? That He’s leading you. That He is leading you on the path 
that will bring you fully near to Him? The Bible says that if you don’t experience 



this at some level, in some degree, in some moments, it’s probable you aren’t a 
Christian. That you are still relating to God the way the Hebrews were tempted to 
do- through other high priests. But if the Holy Spirit has really come to dwell with 
you, then a change for the best has been made! If you want to talk more about 
this, come speak with me or someone near you today. 

 Do you meditate on the fact that a change has made today different than 
the way things were before you were a Christian? Do you preach the gospel to 
yourself- reminding yourself that you were once God’s enemies, but now a 
change in the priesthood and a change in your heart means that you can draw 
near to God. Do you rejoice when things are hard, remembering that Jesus is 
bringing you so very soon- fully into God’s nearness in Heaven. That your best 
days aren’t in the past but in the future. Do you rejoice with expectation knowing 
that it is more certain that you will see the all-satisfying God than that you will see 
your favorite family member who lives outside of town? Draw near to God today 
in prayer. Talk to Him.  

[Conclusion] We don’t have to settle for the parking lot. We don’t have to settle 
for the porch. We don’t have to say, “close enough.” We can come all the way to 
God because a change in the priesthood, a change for the best has happened. 
And we get to benefit forever.   

 


