
Jesus the Fulfillment 

[Announce Text] Please keep your Bibles open to Hebrews 7:1-10. 

[Scripture Introduction] My name is Brett Sweet and I’m one of the pastors here. 
We’re in a series on the book of Hebrews- which was written to Christians who 
weren’t quite sure they wanted to continue to be Christians.  

[Prayer for Illumination] Please pray with me… 

[Illustration] My favorite works of fiction, whether in novel form or in film are 
mysteries. Detective stories. I love them. The art of the mystery has come a long 
way. In the very first Sherlock Holmes story, A Study in Scarlet, I felt so cheated 
because of how the perpetrator was apprehended. He’s a cabby, he’s brought up 
into Sherlock’s room at 221B Baker Street and promptly handcuffed. The man- 
Jefferson Hope- had never even been mentioned in the novel. I didn’t get a 
chance to figure out whodunit? As time has progressed it’s become more and 
more common to have the suspect move in and out of the story, if only for a 
moment. If it’s a movie, maybe it’s another famous actor who makes a brief 
cameo. If you are like my wife and I, watching a detective show, you meet a 
certain character and you just know he’s the guy. He’s that type. He’s the type 
with the shifty eyes. He’s the type that a little too friendly. He the type that knows 
a little too much. And then you spend the rest of the show hoping that you’ve got 
it right. And in the last 10 minutes when the true person has been revealed you 
hope he get’s what he deserves.  

 In Hebrews, the author has been telling us that Jesus is a different type of 
High Priest than those of the priests of Judaism from the tribe of Levi. For them 
like the reader of A Study in Scarlet, it seems like Jesus has come out of the blue 
to be their high priest. But the author has been telling them that Jesus fulfills 
exactly the type of priest of the mysterious Melchizedek. The author has 
mentioned that Jesus is the fulfillment of the type of priest Melchizedek was for 
nearly two chapters, but now, in chapter 7, we’re getting into what that really 
means. And when you really understand, you will never want to leave Jesus the 
High Priest. You’ll place all of your hopes in Him because He’s the only High Priest 
who can bring you to the One, True, God Most High.  



 These Hebrews were tempted to look to the priests of Judaism to bring 
them to God. My guess is that few of us are struggling with that. But we actually 
are tempted to have high priests bring us to our false gods all the time. Your god 
might be companionship or romance or being included with the married couples 
so you might be looking for a man or woman to become your spouse and lead you 
into the presence of your god. Your god might be wealth, so you look at the job 
interview committee, or the people who can give you that college degree, or that 
whale of a client who will lead you to that god. Maybe it’s health you want, so you 
go to see the high priest who has “M.D.” or “licensed dietician” after their name. 
All these things are good, but if these people are your ultimate hope as high 
priest, they won’t lead you to God. Today we’re told to: 

[Proposition] Hope in Jesus, the fulfillment of the Melchizedek type of high 
priest. 

 What on earth does that mean? I’m going to show you. Jesus is the anti-
type, which means the ultimate fulfillment, of the type of priest Melchizedek was. 
So for us to fully understand how to hope Jesus our high priest we’re going to look 
at three things- and this might take a little bit of extra time. A biblical theology of 
Melchizedek, then we’ll ask, with the author two overlapping questions: Who is 
Melchizedek? And Why hope in a Melchizedek type of priest? 

[Main Point 1] A Biblical Theology of Melchizedek 

 Don’t let the word theology scare you or think that you will be bored. 
Biblical theology is about a story. So I’m going to tell you two stories.  

[Subpoint 1] Story 1- How I think the author came to his biblical theology of 
Melchizedek 

 This unknown author of Hebrews knew his Bible well and he was guided by 
the Holy Spirit. So he remembers Jesus quoting Psalm 110 in the book of Matthew 
where Jesus seems to apply this to Himself. And verse 4 says 

The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind, “You are a priest forever after 
the order of Melchizedek,” 

So the author does what we should do. He thinks and he prays and he spends 
time meditating on the word of God while he walks and works and watches the 



clouds in the sky. What does this mean? He knows that somehow Melchizedek is 
pointing to Jesus. Just as the whole Bible does. So then he thinks back to the story 
of Melchizedek. This mysterious person who makes a cameo for only three verses 
in Genesis 14 and he camps out there. His biblical theology starts with Jesus who 
quotes Psalm 110 about Himself, moves to Psalm 110 where he reads about 
Melchizedek, then, to understand Melchizedek and Jesus, he goes to Genesis 14. 

[Subpoint 2] Story 2- Melchizedek’s cameo in the story of biblical theology  

 In Genesis 14, Abraham, the great forefather of the faith has received news 
that his nephew Lot has been caught in the crossfire of two groups of warring 
kings. Now Lot, his family, and all his stuff have been captured by some kings from 
the east. Imagine being a homesteader in North Idaho and an army from Montana 
is attacking Washington state and then, after being successful, the Montanans 
capture you and your North Idaho friends and take you back to Montana like dogs 
on leashes. That’s basically what happened. 

 But Abraham and a skilled unit of commandos lock and load their weapons 
and rundown the kings from the east. Then, by God’s grace and power Abraham 
defeats those kings and recover everything that has been taken. Then, on the 
march back, with all kinds of spoils, Abraham is greeted by this mysterious king of 
Salem- Melchizedek is his name. And he gives Abraham bread and wine. And the 
reader is told in Genesis 14:18 that Melchizedek is not only a king but a priest of 
God Most High. Then, Melchizedek represents God and speaks for God and 
blesses Abraham in the name of God Most High, who is clearly YHWH, the name 
used by God in the Old Testament. And then Abraham gives Melchizedek a tithe- 
ten percent of the spoils of his victory. And that’s the last we hear of Melchizedek. 
Three verses. A cameo. A few seconds in the story of the Bible. But Melchizedek is 
a heavyweight in biblical theology.  

That’s the biblical theology of Melchizedek. That’s his story. And yet, Hebrews 
tells us that when we are looking at Melchizedek we should get the feeling that 
we are being watched. And our eyes should be drawn to the one who is watching 
us. The One who Melchizedek as priest-king would be using his fingers to point to- 
Jesus. So our author has a biblical theology of Melchizedek. He knows the story. 
But what does that mean for us? If we’re to hope in Jesus, the fulfillment of the 



Melchizedek type of high priest. We need to camp out on this Melchizedek guy 
some more. Which leads us to: 

[Main Point 2] Who is Melchizedek? 

From those three verses in Genesis 14 the author of Hebrews, under the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, digs through rock and dirt and mines spiritual gold that will 
make our souls rich for all eternity! Please read vv. 1-3 with me: 

For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met Abraham 
returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, and to him Abraham 
apportioned a tenth part of everything. He is first, by translation of his name, king 
of righteousness, and then he is also king of Salem, that is, king of peace. He is 
without father or mother or genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end 
of life, but resembling the Son of God he continues a priest forever. 

Melchizedek is a type of Christ- which means he’s pointing to Christ. When we 
look at Melchizedek there’s at least six things I want us to see that relate to 
Christ- 

[Subpoint 1] He’s king of righteousness 

His name is Melchizedek and v. 2 tells us that this name in Hebrew is translation 
of the words melek (which means king) and sedek- which is commonly rendered 
as “righteousness.” Most of our rulers are not righteous. But sinless Jesus, when 
prophesied about in Jeremiah 23:6 as the David King will be called “The LORD is 
our righteousness.” 

Who is Melchizedek? Melchizedek is king of righteousness. 

[Subpoint 2] He’s king of peace 

In verses 1-2 we’re told that Melchizedek is king of Salem, which almost everyone 
understands to be the city that will be known as Jerusalem- where God’s holy 
temple would be placed for old testament believers. But the word “Salem” is 
equated to “Shalom” meaning “peace.” And Jesus, the Prince of Peace, we are 
told in Ephesians 2:14 that “he himself is our peace.” 



We should be hoping in Jesus- a Melchizedek type of High Priest. No other kings 
are priests. But Jesus is, just like Melchizedek was. Who is Melchizedek? A king of 
righteousness and peace. Let’s keep going. Who is Melchizedek?  

[Subpoint 3] A man with no genealogy 

Verse 3 tells us that Melchizedek is without father or mother or genealogy. This is 
noteworthy. Genealogy was super important to the Hebrews. Genesis has 
genealogies. The other books by Moses are full of Genealogies. After time in the 
exile you couldn’t be a priest unless you proved your genealogy as a tribe of Levi. 
Yet Melchizedek was a priest without meeting the required genealogy for 
priesthood. Jesus, had no functional genealogy to the priesthood either. He was 
from the tribe of Judah. So there is precedent for a priest outside of the tribe of 
Levi and the author will say more about this in the future.  

Melchizedek is a king of righteousness and peace and a man with no genealogy. 
And Melchizedek is a type, pointing to the anti-type the fulfillment of Jesus. 
Melchizedek is also 

[Subpoint 4] A man with no biography 

Verse 3 makes an argument from silence. In those three verses in Genesis 14 not 
much is said and the author makes a point out of that. This man’s life, as it’s 
recorded in Scripture had neither a beginning nor end. It’s almost as if there’s a 
question- is Melchizedek still out there priesting somewhere? If he was human, 
then of course he did have a beginning and end. So here there is some difference 
from Jesus as is always the case with typology. The life of Jesus had a beginning in 
His conception in the womb of the Virgin Mary and an end of life when He died on 
the cross as the substitute for sinners like you and me.  

Who is Melchizedek? He’s a king of righteousness and peace. He’s a man without 
genealogy nor biography. When we ask “Who is Melchizedek” again, our answers 
now will be getting to the author’s main focus on why we should hope in Jesus 
the fulfillment of the Melchizedek type of high priest. So who is Melchizedek? 

[Subpoint 5] A priest of the Most High God 

Verse one states this explicitly. Melchizedek was a priest. He doesn’t sit and 
meditate trying to achieve nirvana as Buddhist priests do. He doesn’t just pray to 



a distant fatalistic Allah who might overlook sins like Muslims do. He was priest of 
the only true God. He related to God by speaking to Him in prayer. He 
pronounced blessings in God’s name. He sought favor for others, like Abraham, 
on behalf of God. This is the crux of the argument we’re now neck deep in in 
Hebrews. Jesus isn’t just a nobody. Jesus is a priest. And He’s a priest of the Most 
High God. His Father. And He’s the only way to access God the Father. 
Melchizedek is a type pointing to the One we’re called to hope in. Jesus the priest 
of the Most High God.  

Who is Melchizedek? He’s a type of Christ. A king of righteousness and peace. A 
man without genealogy nor biography. A priest of the Most High God. Last time: 
Who is Melchizedek? 

[Subpoint 6] A priest who ministers forever 

This is the culmination of much of what’s been stated. It’s why there is the 
emphasis on no biography for Melchizedek. Verse 3 says 

He is without father or mother or genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor 
end of life, but resembling the Son of God he continues a priest forever. 

Melchizedek’s primary purpose was to resemble the Son of God. To be a type 
pointing to the fulfillment. This means that Melchizedek was not the Son of God. 
Some have considered the Genesis story to be a theophany in which God, on 
occasion, appears in human form. This seems to kill that idea. Melchizedek, in the 
short verses of Genesis 14 and in the explicit statement of Psalm 110 functioned 
in a priesthood that has no documentable end. Jesus is the only One who can 
fulfill this. After rising physically from the grave, defeating death, He has ascended 
to the Father’s right hand where he will be forever. Forever functioning as our 
high priest.  

Melchizedek is a king- one of righteousness and peace. He is a man without 
genealogy or biography. He is a priest who ministers forever to the Most High 
God. This is the sort of man we would hope would be our high priest. But he 
points beyond himself to Jesus the One who fulfills this type of high priest. 

[Illustration] When I was a kid my favorite car was a Jeep Wrangler. I mean a 
convertible four-wheel drive SUV that fought in wars. How can you get better 
than that? I used to save all my loose change hoping it would add up to the 



thousands of dollars needed to buy one. But my first car was not a Jeep Wrangler. 
I’ve yet to own one. I speak for most of us in the fact that most of the time our 
first cars are not our dream cars. Some or our first cars were barely cars at all. 
They had a steering wheel. They had four tires that may or may not have been 
inflated. They had engines that may or may not have started when we turned the 
ignition, but most of us were happy to have our first car to get us from point A to 
point B. We were excited about them. But they were not our dream car. Our first 
cars gave us a hint of how good thinks might be in the future with a state-of-the 
art dream car. 

[Application] Melchizedek and his priesthood gives us a hint of how good a priest 
could be. A king could be priest! So when we think about how great Melchizedek 
was, we are only understanding him right as we look past him to the fulfillment of 
his type of priesthood. To Jesus. Jesus says in John 5 that the whole Bible is about 
Him. So as you read the Bible you should be looking for how to find Jesus in those 
verses. And it takes time and training and effort and the help of other Christians 
and teachers- the Hebrews needed a teacher, so don’t give up! If you stop short 
of Jesus you will be missing out on the hope God has for you, you’ll fall into rule 
following or get preoccupied with pet theological doctrines. God wants you to 
hope in Jesus.  

Hope in Jesus, the fulfillment of the Melchizedek type of High Priest! So we’ve 
looked at biblical theology of Melchizedek, we’ve then looked in detail at who 
Melchizedek is. Now, let’s turn lastly to: 

[Main Point 3] Why hope in a priest like Melchizedek? 

[Subpoint 1] Because he’s even greater than Abraham 

Read vv. 4-7 with me 

See how great this man was to whom Abraham the patriarch gave a tenth of the 
spoils! And those descendants of Levi who receive the priestly office have a 
commandment in the law to take tithes from the people, that is, from their 
brothers, though these also are descended from Abraham. But this man who does 
not have his descent from them received tithes from Abraham and blessed him 
who had the promises. It is beyond dispute that the inferior is blessed by the 
superior. 



  In the Old Testament, the people of God were required to give a tenth of 
their possessions- a tithe to the priestly clan of Levites. This is partly because the 
Levites received God instead of land as their inheritance and because the worship 
of God requires money. The Levites held a greater status as priests than the rest 
of the tribes. That’s another reason they tithe to the Levites. Yet here we see 
Abraham, probably the greatest hero of the faith for these readers, giving a tithe 
to Melchizedek. Why? Because in this context, in the nature of his priesthood to 
God Most High, Melchizedek is even greater than Abraham! Don’t hope in 
Abraham. Hope in one greater than Abraham. 

Why else should we hope in a priest like Melchizedek? 

[Subpoint 2] He’s even greater than Levi. 

Look with me at vv. 8-10 

In the one case tithes are received by mortal men (that’s when people tithed to 
the Levites), but in the other case (the case of Melchizedek), by the one of whom 
it is testified that he lives (because Melchizedek’s death went unrecorded). One 
might even say that Levi himself, who receives tithes, paid tithes through 
Abraham, for he was still in the loins of his ancestor when Melchizedek met him.  

Do you see the logic here? The Hebrews are tempted to go back to Judaism where 
there are high priests in the line of Levi. But Jesus is a high priest like Melchizedek. 
And Melchizedek is so great a high priest that the Levites paid tithes to him before 
they were born. When their only sort of existence was in the DNA of their great-
grandfather Abraham. The author is basically saying, “Why would you go back to 
the priesthood of the Levites when there is a greater priesthood here? One like 
Melchizedek! Here’s proof that the Levites aren’t the greatest priests ever! Don’t 
put your hope in those like Levi- put your hope in the one like Melchizedek! Put 
your hope in Jesus, the fulfillment of the Melchizedek type of high priest.”  

[Application] You need someone to mediate between you and holy, pure, sin 
punishing God. Even father Abraham needed a high priest. Do you think you are 
better? You need a high priest. You need someone who can make your way to 
God possible. You need someone who has been given the status and position to 
truly speak for God and pronounce a blessing over you the way that Melchizedek 
did for Abraham. Don’t be your own priest. Unless you’ve never lied, never 



thought you were better than someone else, never trusted in your good deeds, 
never disobeyed or disrespected your parents, never broken a law. Unless you are 
that perfect you will melt under God’s wrath. You need a high priest. Why not go 
for the best one? Jesus is the greatest high priest there’s ever been. Melchizedek 
was better than the Levites. And Melchizedek was only a type that pointed to the 
better fulfillment in Christ. More importantly, Jesus is the only high priest. He’s 
your only choice. But again, He’s the greatest there ever will be and He offers His 
priestly services to you asking only that you’ll trust in Him alone. 

 The main application of the discussion of Melchizedek and how he points to 
Jesus is to stick with Jesus. To trust in Jesus. To continue with Jesus. To hope in 
Jesus. If we go back and think through the characteristics of Melchizedek we see 
this. 

 We are tempted to trust in the sinful people around us- but most of them 
have no power. But Melchizedek, king of righteousness and peace points to Jesus. 
Jesus has all power to accomplish anything He chooses. So don’t put your 
ultimate hope in a spouse or a boss or a child- they don’t have the power to 
accomplish what you really need. And even if you did have a powerful friend- say 
an earthly king- they aren’t righteous and they won’t bring you peace. Jesus will. 
In great measure in this life and then fully in the life to come. Hope in Jesus. 

 We are tempted to trust in people based on their genealogy or biography. 
That girl’s mom is the head coach of the team. That popular kid’s dad has season 
tickets to the Zags. That person is married to the building manager. If I can be 
their friend then I’ll get what I want. Or that person has built a successful 
business, if I can just copy his life story, raise kids the way she does then I will 
have what I need. Those people can’t deliver. You aren’t them. Furthermore, do 
you see your own heart- you’re trying to use them. You are thinking like a hitman. 
Jesus’ whole genealogy and biography were worked out to save you. In His 
perfect life He lived the life you were called to live. And then when you believe He 
gives His perfect score to you. No one else can do that. Hope in Him. 

 We are tempted to make other things or people our high priests to some 
other god- whatever we value the highest. But those gods will disappoint and 
even the best of times come to an end. But Jesus is the High Priest of God Most 
High who will satisfy and Jesus’ role as priest will never come to an end. 



Everything I could hope for will be found in Him. As great as Abraham was, as 
great as Levi was, as great as Melchizedek was, as great as George Washington 
was, as great as my mom is or spouse is or girlfriend or teacher or famous author 
or celebrity- Jesus is better. So applying it means speaking this to ourselves every 
day. Soon we’ll see. He’s the answer to life’s mysteries. While the rest of us are 
just making cameos in the pages of history, he’s the hero. When the final 
whodunnit question of history is asked about how did all of these glorious things 
happen, he’ll be the best possible answer. Let’s hope in Him together.       


