
Why God Swears 

[Announce Text] Please keep your Bibles open to Hebrews 6:13-20. 

[Scripture Introduction] My name is Brett Sweet and I’m one of the pastors here. 
We’re in a series on the book of Hebrews- which was written to Christians who 
weren’t quite sure they wanted to continue to be Christians.  

[Prayer for Illumination] Please pray with me… 

[Illustration] I was at a concert downtown at the Bing Crosby Theater and I was 
listening to some songs from a band I grew up listening to. Everyone inside was 
having a good time and then the lead singer said he wanted to play something 
from one of his solo albums and so he started singing a beautiful song I had never 
heard before. But it was not an encouraging song. Why wasn’t it encouraging? Let 
me read some of the lyrics to you: Well the earth is flat, grass don’t grow. 
Northeastern winters hardly ever snow. There’s no price to love, there never was. 
Nobody’s gonna get hurt. Our kids don’t need a thing, they always do the dishes. 
Laundry does itself, we’re granted all our wishes. If it’s meant to be, it’s easy. 
Nobody’s gonna get hurt. I will always feel this way, I will never leave your side. I 
won’t lose myself to fear, or lose you to my pride. I will speak this often, I will 
speak the truth. Nobody’s gonna get hurt.  

 These are good words. These are encouraging words (maybe with the 
exception of the earth being flat). Why did the mood in the concert hall change 
from one of encouragement to one of sadness? Because before he began the 
song with the encouraging title, “Nobody’s gonna get hurt,” he said this phrase, 
“The lyrics to this song are all lies.” Hopeful words, vows, promises, 
encouragements, they become sources of pain if they aren’t true. And, in this life, 
we see the fact that humans are a bunch of people whose promises and oaths are 
often not worth believing- whether due to our sin or due to our frailty. 

 Jeff reminded us last week that one of the ways we keep persevering in the 
faith is that we keep trusting and believing God’s promises. That’s what the 
Hebrews were being told to do. But with all the broken promises around us- how 
can we be encouraged to trust God’s promises? In order to encourage these 
Hebrew Christians and us today we are being told 

[Proposition] God swears so that you’ll be encouraged in your hope. 



 God swears oaths and the purpose that he does that is found in v. 18- that 
we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the 
hope set before us. So whereas the playing of one song changed the atmosphere 
of the Bing from one of optimism, encouragement, and joy to one of sadness- this 
passage was written to reach all of us who are pessimists, who’ve been wounded, 
who are tempted to give up following Christ with encouragement. God swears so 
that you’ll be encouraged in your hope. We’ll look at the swearing of oaths in the 
details but the big picture is on encouragement. So there are really two things for 
us to see- God encourages us to hope with Abraham’s life and God encourages 
us to hope through Christ.  

[Main Point 1] God encourages us to hope with Abraham’s life 

 If there is one person who would be an example of faith to these Christians 
who were steeped in Judaism it would be Abraham. He is considered the father of 
the faith. So as God is telling the Hebrews in last weeks text that we are to be 
imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises He’s going 
to tell us to look at one who has walked where we walk. In a fallen world. Where 
we’ve seen promises broken and oaths unfulfilled. So how does God encourage us 
to hope with Abraham’s life? 

[Subpoint 1] Abraham is an example of patient faith 

Let’s look back at v. 12 from last week and read down to v. 15 together 

…so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and 
patience inherit the promises. For when God made a promise to Abraham, since 
he had no one greater by whom to swear, he swore by himself, saying , “Surely I 
will bless you and multiply you.” And thus Abraham, having patiently waited, 
obtained the promise. 

In Genesis 15 God promised Abram that his own son would be his heir and that he 
would have offspring as many as the stars in the sky. But Abram was old and his 
wife Sarai was unable to conceive. But God promised, and Abram, whom God 
would later change his name to Abraham believed God’s words- but it took time. 
It was over two decades until their son Isaac would be born. Day after day. Week 
after week. Months gone. Years gone. Decades gone. Still no pregnancy. Abraham 
had to be patient. But this didn’t stop him from believing God’s promise to him. 



Then, after an estimated 25 years, Isaac was born. God kept his word. God is 
encouraging us to hope with the example of Abraham’s life.  

Abraham is an example of patient faith. How else does God encourage us to hope 
with Abraham’s life? 

[Subpoint 2] Abraham obtained the promise 

Look with me again at v. 15 

And thus Abraham, having patiently waited, obtained the promise. 

Some of us have waited and waited for things. We’ve been patient and those 
things have never materialized. They’ve gone unattained. But not so for Abraham. 
After years of a life of patient faith- believing that God would keep His promise to 
“bless him a multiply him,” Abraham obtained the promise. Isaac was born. And 
from him would be born Jacob and Esau who would be the fathers of people 
groups numbering in the millions. Abraham obtained the promise. God always 
keeps his promises. Are you encouraged? God kept His promise to Abraham even 
though it was physically impossible without supernatural intervention. Those are 
the levels God will go to so as we patiently and faithfully believe His promises. 

Abraham’s life is meant to encourage us- Abraham is an example of patient faith 
and through that faith Abraham obtained the promise. Now to our main idea- 
God swears so that you’ll be encouraged in your hope.  

[Subpoint 3] Abraham saw God’s oath fulfilled 

Look down at vv. 16-17 

For people swear by something greater than themselves, and in all their disputes 
an oath is final for confirmation. So when God desired to show more convincingly 
to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he 
guaranteed it with an oath, 

After Isaac the miracle baby was born, Abraham still had to believe God’s 
promises. He still needed a patient faith. Because after several years of watching 
this promised child grow, God asked Abraham to do something he’s never asked 
another human to do- sacrifice a child. Isaac. So Abraham, with undoubtedly 
confused emotions, took young Isaac and went up to a mountain. He prepared an 



altar. He carried wood for a burnt sacrifice. And he laid his son- the one through 
whom the promises were supposed to come- on the altar. And he lifted his knife 
high, ready to kill his beloved son in obedience to God’s command. Then, God, at 
the last possible moment, intervened and stopped Abraham from killing his son. 
And we hear what God says at this moment in Genesis 22:15-18 

And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven and 
said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and 
have not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless you, and I will surely 
multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the 
seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, and in your 
offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed 
my voice.” 

[Illustration] Since humans are liars our promises often can’t be trusted. So we 
swear oaths to give extra believability to the promises. I’m reminded of a scene in 
the great movie, “the Princess Bride.” Inigo Montoya is impatiently waiting for the 
mysterious Man in Black to reach the top of the Cliffs of Insanity so that Inigo can 
defeat him in a sword fight and then go about his mission to avenge his father’s 
death. So Inigo looks over the cliff and says: 

IM: I do not suppose you could speed things up? 

MIB: If you’re in such a hurry, you could lower a rope, or a tree branch, or find 
something useful to do. 

IM: I could do that. I’ve got some rope up here. But I do not think that you would 
accept my help, since I am only waiting around to kill you. 

MIB: That does put a damper on our relationship. 

IM: But I promise I will not kill you until you reach the top. 

MIB: That’s very comforting. But I’m afraid you’ll just have to wait. 

IM: I hate waiting. I could give you my word as a Spaniard. 

MIB: No good. I’ve known too many Spaniards. 

IM: Is there any way you’ll trust me? 

MIB: Nothing comes to mind.  



IM: I swear on the soul of my father, Domingo Montoya, you will reach the top 
alive. 

MIB: Throw me the rope. 

 Once Inigo Montoya swore on the thing he valued the highest, the Man in 
Black knew that Inigo would do everything in his power to keep his word. He 
knew that Inigo could be trusted. God always keeps His word. He was going to 
keep His promise to Abraham. He didn’t need to swear an oath to Abraham in 
addition to His promise. But He did, and since God is of the highest possible value 
God didn’t swear by something greater than Himself- He swore by Himself. His 
name. And why did He do that? Not primarily for Abraham’s sake but look at v. 17 

So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the 
unchangeable character of his purpose… 

God swore so that these Hebrews would believe and be encouraged in their 
hope. And their very existence as people in the line of Abraham both biologically 
and spiritual were the very proof that God’s oath had been fulfilled. Most of us 
are not of the line of Abraham biologically but we are spiritual heirs of the 
promise according to the New Testament when we trust in Christ. God’s oath has 
been fulfilled in our very existence. 

[Application] Are you encouraged to hope by Abraham’s life? God used this man 
and his patient faith to fulfill God’s kingdom purposes. And part of the reason God 
chose Abraham and orchestrated his life the way he did was for us to be 
encouraged to hope by his example! Are you encouraged? God began with an idol 
worshipper and made him the father of our faith. Abraham had no Bible, he only 
had a few spoken promises- but God kept them all. We have our Bibles full of 
promises to us and God will keep them all for us.  

 Think about the Christians in your life. Think about the way you have seen 
God keep His promises to them. He’s promised to provide for you- and here you 
are. He’s promised to never leave you or forsake you and His Holy Spirit is present 
in you wherever you go. He’s promised to sanctify you through trials and suffering 
and circumstances and look, you aren’t what you used to be. You are deeper. 
More stable. Sometimes we feel like God isn’t at work in our lives- but the local 
church is proof that that’s not true. God is at work in the lives of all kinds of 



people around us- that’s why they’re here. Look at the people you’ve known for 
years- God has kept so many promises to them. Then, turn the tables. Oftentimes 
our emotions get in the way- we need outsiders to show us that God has kept His 
promises to us.  

God wants you to have strong encouragement to hope today! He’s gone so far as 
to swear an oath so that you’ll be encouraged to hope. God encourages us to 
hope with Abraham’s life. Now let’s see how 

[Main Point 2] God encourages us to hope through Christ. 

These encouragements mirror those from the life of Abraham.  

[Subpoint 1] We need patient faith in Christ 

Look with me at v. 18- 

…so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we 
who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the 
hope set before us. 

 Faith in Christ is a fleeing to Jesus for refuge. It is feeling the pouring rain of 
sin, suffering, condemnation, the Devil, and death coming for us and realizing that 
there is no structure that can really shelter us. So we flee to Christ for refuge. On 
the cross Jesus experienced God’s wrath and when we repent of our sins and our 
good deeds and put our faith in Christ, Jesus becomes an impenetrable shield 
from God’s wrath and our condemnation. He becomes our refuge. But we need to 
hold fast. We can’t let go. We need a patient faith that keeps holding fast- keeps 
fleeing to Christ for refuge. Not just today but every day. And God wants our hope 
to have strong encouragement to have the patient faith that is holding fast so he 
gives us two unchangeable things. What are these unchangeable things? There’s 
some disagreement but nothing faith shaking- the majority of the scholars I read 
think that those two unchangeable things are the promises and oaths of the 
unlying God. Those should encourage us.  

God encourages us to hope through Christ- so we need a patient faith in Christ. 
How else does God encourage us to hope through His eternal Son? 

[Subpoint 2] We obtain the promise through Christ our anchor 



Read vv. 19-20 with me 

We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into 
the inner place behind the curtain, where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our 
behalf, having become a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.  

 We have been promised that Christ will lead us, as our Great High Priest, 
into God’s presence. That high priest talk is still the focus of this portion of 
Hebrews. Where the high priest in Judaism could only go behind the curtain into 
the Holy of Holies once a year on the Day of Atonement Jesus has ascended into 
the very presence of God in Heaven- into God’s very throne room. And He is 
lodged there. Unmovable. And the way an anchor digs into the ocean shore and 
keeps a boat from drifting, Christ is our anchor- but one that goes upward. So that 
our souls will not be set adrift. We can be sure that the line that connects us to 
our anchor won’t be broken. So we hope in Him. That as the world and culture 
and even those we love most break their promises to us, Christ our anchor is how 
we obtain our promises. Every promise to us is guaranteed because they come to 
us through Christ. He is the guarantee that we will obtain them. He is our hope. 

God encourages us to hope through Christ- we obtain the promise through Him 
and we nee a patient faith in Him. Finally, 

[Subpoint 3] God’s oath is fulfilled in Christ  

Look at v. 20 

…where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest 
forever after the order of Melchizedek. 

 For those of you who’ve been with us over previous weeks, you’ll 
remember that the topic is how Jesus is a priest, not of the order of Aaron and 
Levi but of Melchizedek. And God, who again, has no need to make oaths because 
He’s completely trustworthy. But does it so that we will have strong 
encouragement. Has sworn another oath besides the one to Abraham. The author 
is explaining Psalm 110, now Listen to Psalm 110:4- 

The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind, “You are a priest forever after 
the order of Melchizedek.” 



 God swears that Jesus will be the only High Priest forever. He takes an oath 
about it. And that oath is fulfilled in Christ. Jesus has been made the High Priest. 
Jesus has entered God’s presence. And He’s done it as a forerunner. Running 
ahead for us. Running where we are certain to follow. So we have hope for the 
future. Straight into God’s eternal presence where there is fullness of joy. God has 
fulfilled this oath in Christ. 

[Illustration] One of the great joys of being a parent is seeing how children are just 
like adults but with less tact. Less filters. One little boy I know, when he is told, 
“No,” reasons like this, “But I want it though!” That’s how a lot of us reason and 
mope and feel sorry for ourselves. I’m not getting it. There’s a good reason. Then 
we say, the reason doesn’t matter- “I want it though.” But even then, when things 
are tough, what happens? The child cries for his or her Mom or Dad. Yes, this 
hurts. Yes they are scared. But things will be better if they can just be held by 
their powerful parent. There is no thing in the world that can’t be solved by you 
being in the presence of God almighty. No fear. No pain. No loneliness.  

[Application] We have more hope than anyone because Jesus Christ has gone 
before us as a forerunner into God’s presence. He is anchored there. We are 
walking the path ahead of us through the raging seas of life and He’s faithfully 
reeling us into God’s presence. Every step closer. So we can have a confident 
hope.  

 We need to meditate more on Heaven. The place Jesus is leading us. What 
if, among all the people in this room, your funeral is the next one? I’m a 
hypochondriac, so I’m kind of expecting that the next one will be mine- but what 
if I’m wrong? What’s it like where Jesus is? The Bible tells us that Heaven is a 
place of great beauty and value- streets paved with gold- not asphalt. Gates made 
from jewels- not iron or wood. Yet, their use as construction material implies that 
we won’t have our lives revolving around them the way we do here. It’s just gold. 
It’s just jewels. There must be something more valuable there that really matters. 

 We’re told that the gates will always be open. No need for locks. No need 
for guns or safes or armies to defend ourselves from the attacks of outsiders and 
thieves. A place where you can trust everyone around you. Where all their 
promises will be kept because they’ve been conformed to the image of God who 
cannot lie. You will have total security. Is that where you’ve set your hope? 



 We’re told that there will be people from every tribe and nation and 
language. No more wars. No more hate crimes. No more racism. No more 
preferential treatment based on appearances or last names. Do you hold this as 
your hope? Yet this harmony, as great as it is doesn’t seem to be the main focus 
either. 

 We’re told that there will be a great banquet. We won’t go hungry. The 
food we eat there will always be plentiful and it will build our resurrection bodies 
only in the direction of health- not disease or decay or death. We will have 
physical bodies- we’ll do physical things. We’ll sing and make music. We’ll 
probably work but with joy and constant success. We’ll probably experience the 
joys of creation we only get a glimpse of now through our hobbies. But the food 
and the physical bodies aren’t the focus either. 

 We’re told that there will be no sin. God will remember our sins no more- 
perhaps we won’t remember our sins either. But we know that we won’t feel 
guilty or condemned but feel forgiven. There will be no more sadness. That each 
day will be more joyful than the perfect day that went before. There will be no 
boredom- God promises to make all things new. Do you hope in this? Yet even 
these blessings don’t primarily seem to be what Heaven is about.   

 What seems to be the focus of Heaven is that the Triune God is there. God 
will be on the throne and we will worship Him. We will see His face. His name will 
be on our foreheads- which I think means that we will be constantly thinking 
about Him not the things around us that distract us and steal our joy. God will be 
our light. He will bring perfect justice. He will bring peace to our hearts. We will 
be so consumed with who He is that we will overflow in joy. And it will keep 
getting better every day as we learn more and more about our infinite God. Our 
fears of the future won’t matter. Our terminal illnesses won’t matter. What will 
matter is that God is there and we get the joy of being with Him because He did 
what Abraham didn’t have to do- He sacrificed His Son in our place. That’s why 
Heaven’s gates are open to us. Not because we’ve had perfectly patient faith but 
because Jesus did and then died for our failure to believe. Jesus is in Heaven now. 
Jesus is anchored there as our forerunner. God swore that He would do that and 
He has fulfilled His oath. He did that to encourage you in you hope. We will follow 
Jesus to where He is. Isn’t that encouraging? Knowing these promises will keep us 



steady in the storms of life. They will keep us continuing to patiently believe. 
Know them. Meditate on them. Be encouraged by the certainty of them. That’s 
your application. God swears so that you’ll be encouraged to hope. Let’s 
encourage one another with these truths. 

    


