
Drifting…Or Not 

[Announce Text] Please keep your Bibles open to Hebrews 2:1-4. 

[Scripture Introduction] My name is Brett Sweet and I’m one of the pastors here. 
We’re in a series on the book of Hebrews- which was written to Christians who 
weren’t quite sure they wanted to continue to be Christians.  

[Prayer for Illumination] Please pray with me… 

[Illustration] I was once eating dinner with an astronaut who had come back from 
space. As he shared a bit about his time outside our atmosphere I found my 
thoughts drifting to how terrified I would be in outer space. I couldn’t keep my 
imagination from leading me to a fearful scenario. The primary reason is that 
without the help of gravity, I was afraid that I would end up drifting endlessly in 
isolation away from safety. 

 I understand that that is part of the premise of award winning film, 
“Gravity.” I don’t know, because I have no desire to watch it. The idea of taking a 
space walk in my astronaut suit on the outer surface of a spaceship, losing my 
attention for a moment, realizing my body was shifting away from safety, pure 
panic for several seconds, trying to grasp something, anything with my hands only 
to fail. And then to float, to drift, in silence until I ran out of oxygen. Then, my 
lifeless suited body drifting on for months, years, or decades until it disintegrated 
in some way or another. The worst part about the whole thought of drifting like 
that is that it would be effortless. I wouldn’t necessarily have to make myself drift. 
It could just happen. Further and further from safety. Further and further from 
where I need to be to live.  

 Now that I’ve ruined your morning with my depression and pessimism, we 
begin to look at today’s text which addresses Christians who look like they are 
beginning to drift. The gravity of Jesus Christ seems to have weakened. Their grip 
loosened. They are beginning to drift. And so too are many of us. So the message 
of this passage is clear: 

[Preposition] Don’t drift away from salvation. 

The author has spent all of chapter 1, which we’ve studied the last two weeks, 
showing that when it comes to spiritual gravity, the Son of God is like the Sun in 



the sky. Without His light life is not possible. Without His warmth we are cold. 
There is no One better to turn to. Without His pull, we drift out of orbit forever 
into emptiness and oblivion. So Hebrews has been written to help us so that we 
don’t drift away from salvation. Today we’ll be helped in three ways: We’ll see 
how we can go about preventing drift, we’ll see the punishment for drift, and 
we’ll be encouraged with the proof of salvation. Preventing, Punishment, and 
Proof.  

[Main Point 1] Preventing Drift 

All of chapter 1 was a statement about how great Jesus Christ is. He is better than 
the prophets, He is better than the angels. He is the eternal creator. He is the 
same nature as God the Father- very literally, He is God. He has fully and 
completely made purification for sins. If you are a Christian today, you can be 
certain that you are seen as perfect because Jesus lived a sinless life as your 
representative. You can be certain that Jesus went to the cross paying the penalty 
for your sins, and paid your debt in full for sins past, present, and future. He lives 
now to care for you and empower you and to receive the glory He deserves. But 
these Hebrews are beginning to drift away from Him. How can this be prevented? 

[Subpoint 1] By paying attention 

Christians, you must pay attention to who Jesus is and what He has said to you. 
The Hebrews were tempted to go back to the word of God found in the Old 
Testament delivered by prophets and angels. They were paying attention to what 
prophets and angels were saying, but chapter 1 showed us that Jesus, the Son of 
God is even greater than those messengers who spoke to our fathers in the faith. 
So he tells every Christian that we must pay much closer attention to what we 
have heard. The Greek actually says that we must pay the closest attention to 
what we have heard from Jesus. It’s by paying attention to Jesus. By paying 
attention to the gospel of salvation He preached. That will keep us from drifting 
away from salvation. Listen to v. 1 

Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift 
away from it. 

Preventing drift really means one thing- with God’s help focusing daily, in all that 
we do, on Jesus and what He has done for us. 



[Illustration] Once I went out night-fishing on Loon Lake with my uncle for 
Kokanee- the fish not the beer. When they are spawning in the lake, they all line 
up in a very precise depth of water, where the bottom of the lake is flat and 
gravelly. So as my uncle was watching the fish finder, looking for these 
characteristics, I was getting my fishing line properly hooked and baited, then, 
when he came to just the right spot, he told me to throw the anchor found at my 
feet over the side of the boat to keep us from drifting from our spot. I grabbed 
the anchor and dropped it overboard…only to look down about 15 seconds later 
to see the anchor rope floating on the surface. I had never been in that boat 
before. I had never used that particular anchor. I wasn’t paying attention. The 
rope was through anchor’s ring- but it wasn’t tied.  

[Application] Some of us are not paying attention. We have an anchor in Jesus 
Christ and we might think or even intellectually know that He can hold us in place. 
But we are poorly attached to Him. We’re paying attention to other details 
around us. What groceries to buy. What the stats are from our favorite sports 
team. What tasks are for work. Our spouse or significant other. What’s happening 
with our favorite TV characters, clothing stores, our kids’ schools and sports 
teams. Nothing wrong with any of these things in themselves. But are we paying 
the closest attention to Jesus and what we’ve heard from Him? The thing about 
drift is, it’s effortless. You don’t need to intentionally let go of Christ. You just 
need to be distracted enough that you don’t pay close attention to Him. That’s 
why spiritual disciplines are so important. Reading your Bible and good Christian 
books that pay attention to Jesus. Spending time relationally interacting with Him 
by speaking to Him in prayer. Listening and singing Christ and cross-centered 
songs. Fellowshipping with others on Sunday mornings and in home groups and 
discipleship groups. Spending time as a family worshipping together. Can I 
mention Sunday School? We have great children’s and adult Sunday School 
classes- in my opinion, not well attended. This isn’t meant to guilt anyone, but I 
love that extra 45 minutes of the week where the teachers are helping me pay 
attention to Jesus. Take advantage of things like this. The way to prevent drift is 
by paying attention to Christ. 

God tells us, “Don’t drift away from salvation” and we prevent drift by paying the 
closest attention to Jesus. But what if we don’t. What’s the big deal? That brings 
us to 



[Main Point 2] The Punishment for Drift. 

The stakes are high when it comes to drift. Infinitely higher than the stakes of an 
untethered walk in space. There are really two aspects of the punishment for 
drift. One aspect of the punishment for drift is that it is a  

[Subpoint 1] Just punishment. 

We are told to look to the past for a moment. Do you remember when God spoke 
to Pharaoh through the prophet Moses, telling him to free the Israelites from 
slavery? Then punished the Pharaoh and Egypt for not obeying? Do you 
remember when God gave the law to the prophet Moses through the angels? 
Then do you remember how the people complained and God punished them? Do 
you remember when God said that the ark was to be carried with the poles? Then 
do you remember that Uzzah died when he tried to catch it when it fell off the 
cart? Do you remember when God promised that if Israel turned away from Him, 
they would be taken into exile and forced to serve other people? Now do you 
remember how that happened with the Assyrians and the Babylonians? The 
punishment was always just, it was always exactly what was fitting. It was always 
the treatment sinners deserve when they offend a perfect, loving, and holy God. 
Listen to v. 2- 

For since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable, and every 
transgression or disobedience received a just retribution… 

A just retribution. A just punishment. But the punishment for drift is more than 
simply just it is an 

[Subpoint 2] Inescapable punishment. 

All those Old Testament examples of punishment were promised by angels and 
prophets and they came true. No one escaped the punishment that was 
promised. But all of chapter 1 has told us that Jesus is even greater than the 
prophets and angels. If, now, Jesus the Son of God has spoken of salvation. As 
found only in Him. And if He’s spoken of Heaven and Hell. Which He has. Then we 
should expect His punishment to be even more sure. Even more inescapable, as 
strange as that may seem to say. Follow along with me in v. 2 and the beginning 
of v. 3 



For since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable, and every 
transgression or disobedience received a just retribution, how shall we escape if 
we neglect such a great salvation? 

[Illustration] I think we all have been impacted by divorce in some way or 
another. If you are divorced, there is forgiveness for you and grace for you and 
you are welcome here. But as we think about it we all see divorce as more 
tolerable when someone is leaving a bad spouse. The Bible states that divorce is 
acceptable by the Christian when victims of adultery and abandonment. So when 
we see someone file for divorce after her husband has abandoned her and begun 
sleeping with his co-workers, we wish things were different- but can support her 
in her difficulty. When that man also was beating her and her children. Spending 
his money on alcohol, drugs, or gambling we may even feel a bit of celebration 
when the divorce occurs (though we mourn the sin). We give more approval. But 
then there are those divorces where the wife leaves for no good reason. The 
husband, though not perfect, was caring, kind, and patient. A good provider. A 
good friend. And when we see this sort of thing happen we begin to feel righteous 
anger when that woman or man then tries to fleece the other spouse and take 
half or more of everything he owns. The just thing would be for her to get 
nothing, or better yet, repay the spouse for all the benefits received over their 
years together. 

[Application] But Jesus has been the perfect husband! He is an encourager. A 
listener. A perfect counselor. He is patient. He is steadfast and stable in the midst 
of our trials. He has loved an unlovable people to the point of dying for them. And 
we have all gone out, for no good reason, like prostitutes and deadbeats looking 
for our happiness elsewhere. And God feels a righteous anger that will see justice 
done. Drifting from our perfect husband would result in a certain, just, and 
inescapable punishment. There will be future sermons to address this, but I don’t 
believe this means you can lose your salvation. I do think that this punishment is 
meant to warn us of the consequences of drift. They are very real.  

 Please, let me plead with you! Do not neglect such a great salvation! No 
one else can save you! No one else is greater! No one else continues to call out to 
you every day through creation, through the church, through the Christians in 
your life, through the Word of God, through your conscience that you can be 



saved apart from God’s wrath. Do you feel yourself disinterested? You don’t quite 
get what the big deal this pastor or your parents or your wife or friends are 
making? You are beginning to drift! Jesus is better than anything else out there. 
Greater than any prophet or angel. He’s the exact imprint of God’s nature. He is 
the eternal creator. If you continue to drift from Him, you will not escape. If you 
feel your heart saying, I will follow Jesus but only if I can also keep my- girlfriend, 
money, old friends, hobbies, you name it- then you are probably looking at the 
blade that will cut the rope that keeps you tied to Christ. The thing that will likely 
set you adrift. Instead, don’t neglect this salvation, hold it tight- and then, when 
other good things come and go, you won’t be drifting at all. But when you are 
willing to lose everything to gain Jesus. When you are eager to have Him and see 
everything else as just an unnecessary but welcome bonus. Then, you have saving 
faith. That rests and relies on Him alone.  

[Transition] Don’t drift away from salvation it will result in punishment. We’ve 
looked at drift- its prevention and its punishment. Now let’s look at the salvation. 
Specifically  

[Main Point 3] Proof of Salvation 

Apart from God’s grace, the world is an army of rebels with every gun pointed at 
God Himself. Striving to throw off His rule. Screaming in hatred to be left alone. 
Even if it means destroying the lives of those around us and our own lives now 
and being punished for such hatred and destruction in the world to come. But this 
great salvation means that Jesus has come from Heaven to earth. To the people 
who want Him dead. To the people who hate Him. The people who really, have 
nothing to offer Him. And He lives and loves and dies for them. Changing enemies 
into family members. And there is a future aspect to this salvation- sinlessness, 
face-to-face interaction with God, a new body, and more. And the more you know 
about Him and what He’s done and will do for you, the salvation becomes greater 
and greater. But how do we know this isn’t just some fairy tale? Because there’s 
proof. This passage gives us four claims to the proof of salvation- we’ll look very 
briefly at each one. 

[Subpoint 1] Proof 1- The Lord Jesus declared this to be true. 

Jesus, whose character was always celebrated who was never deceitful. When 
accusations came for His death, only false charges could be raised. Jesus- the 



Lord- as mentioned in v. 3 declared this great salvation. That’s all the proof we 
should ever need. But there’s more 

[Subpoint 2] Proof 2- Eyewitnesses testified this to be true. 

Eyewitnesses, including but not limited to the apostles, attested that who Jesus is, 
what He said, and what He has done shared this great salvation with any and all 
who have heard. And the author of Hebrews heard this message from these 
people. If you are curious, this points away from Paul as the author, because he 
always claimed he received the gospel from Jesus Himself, not through other 
apostles. That word, “attested” carries a legal meaning too. These people are 
willing to take the stand and risk being condemned for perjury and yet will 
continue to claim this is true.  

Jesus and eyewitnesses. That’s proof- but there’s more 

[Subpoint 3] Proof 3- God the Father used signs to witness to the truth.  

The Word “God,” refers to God the Father. And it’s saying that if you don’t believe 
Jesus and the apostles’ testifying in the witness stand. God the Father has born 
witness to this truth by giving signs and wonders and miracles. So when the early 
church was speaking in tongues, healing the sick, raising the dead, casting out 
demons, and taking the most hard-hearted sinner and giving them a new soul- 
this was God the Father giving proof of this great salvation. The Father and the 
Son, testifying to the proof of salvation. If only the Holy Spirit could get involved 
in the action, then, it seems we’d have everyone imaginable stepping into the 
wrestling ring as we grapple for proof alongside the apostles. Oh and look! 

[Subpoint 4] Proof 4- The gifts of the Spirit point to the truth. 

The fact is that people have some of the gifts mentioned under the Father. In fact 
the very existence of the church through gifts of serving, administering, giving, 
preaching, teaching, encouraging, and more is proof of the truth. And the Spirit is 
the One who dispenses those to believers and the One who amplifies the so-
called natural abilities we all possess for service in the church.  

vv. 3-4 how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared 
at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard, while God also 



bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy 
Spirit distributed according to his will. 

This message is not too good to be true. It’s not something that I’m selling. This 
great salvation has proof. Will you listen to the testimony? Will you look at the 
evidence. The Lord Jesus, Eyewitnesses, God the Father, and God the Holy Spirit 
are calling you to take hold of this great salvation based on proof- and not drift 
away from it.  

[Illustration] I was once taking a class that required questions and answers on 
wilderness survival situations. Despite the fact that there were close to 100 
questions on the final exam, the only question I can remember from it was one of 
the three I missed. The question was: What should you do first when you are lost? 
I selected: “Start a fire.” In retrospect, probably not a good idea. You think you are 
lost so you just set things ablaze. Never been in this neighborhood before, break 
out the matches! The correct answer was “Admit you are lost.” When you know 
you are lost, then you can quit living in denial, quit making foolish, impulsive 
decisions, and start doing what will likely save your life- thinking. We start 
listening and looking and we pick up on the clues and signs that will help us get 
out alive.  

You see, a lot of us are on a boat trip down the Mississippi River of life and we 
don’t know exactly where we are. So we admit we’re lost- which is good. We’ve 
never been in this spot before. We aren’t sure exactly where we will be 
tomorrow. But we know we’re looking for New Orleans. But then imagine that 
you come to a part of the river that has signs saying, “Entering New Orleans” and 
“New Orleans: Home of the Saints,” “Bourbon Street, Next Left,” “Voted Best 
Jambalaya in New Orleans Three Years Running.” You ask someone on shore 
wearing a hat saying, “Most Honest Man in New Orleans” if this is New Orleans 
and he answers yes. But you think, none of the other cities have been New 
Orleans, so why should I trust that this one is? I’m lost. I don’t know where I am. 
Maybe that guy is just wrong about this. So even if you pull up to a dock, you 
don’t tie your boat up. You don’t drop anchor. You do nothing. The buildings and 
signs get smaller. And soon you realize you continue to drift downstream. The 
water smells saltier. It’s starting to look like the Gulf of Mexico. You must have 
missed New Orleans. If only you could have known when you were there. But now 



you are in open water and your boat isn’t meant for the ocean. It’s meant for 
rivers. So you don’t do anything, you just drift.   

[Application] God is continuing to give you proof. It’s good to admit you’re lost. 
But it’s also good to acknowledge when you’ve been found. The reason God has 
given you proof of this great salvation in His Word and in the lives of those around 
you is that you would dock your boat with Him. You would let Christ be your 
anchor. That you would no longer drift. But this takes action on your part. You 
need to believe the evidence He’s given you. You need to stop being passive. You 
need to engage your effort. You need to count the cost and recognize that you 
may miss out on something downstream, but that things are infinitely better 
here. With Him. Forever. This will keep you from drifting. You need to pay 
attention to the signs around you. And the signs are plentiful! The proof of such a 
great salvation couldn’t be stronger than the witness of trustworthy eyewitnesses 
as well as the Holy Trinity. But there are even more. If you feel like you are hung 
up in unbelief and doubt it some way and you feel yourself beginning to drift- 
don’t do nothing. Apathy kills. Talk to me or other mature Christians and we’d 
love to point you to things that will help you bind yourself tighter and tighter to 
Christ. Whether the questions are on Jesus specifically. Or on morals and ethics. 
Or on Christianity and science. Or anything. Whatever you do, don’t neglect this 
great salvation.  

 And it is a great salvation. Rehearse in your mind and heart the beauty of 
the gospel. Other religions tell you that your good deeds must outweigh the bad- 
so you are hopeless if your life is half over. But if we’re saved by the works of 
another, freely, as a gift- then it’s never too late. That’s beautiful. That’s hope. No 
one else has that to offer. We’re looking for meaning and truth. And Jesus brings 
a salvation that does something no other worldview can- align with reality and 
also- has a beginning and ending, give meaning to science, art, and love. Offer a 
solution to our cries for justice, reward, and right and wrong. We want to follow 
people of character and courage. In Jesus we see someone of perfect character 
with the courage to look evil in the eye when it seems He was outmanned and 
outgunned- yet He was victorious. We’re all inspired by stories of loving self-
sacrifice. But there has never been one with more love or more self-sacrifice than 
this Jesus’ love for sinners like you and me. The more we see it, the bigger it 



becomes, and the more gravity it starts to exert on us to keep us from floating 
away.  

[Conclusion] We have such a great salvation. And we have proof of it. Let’s 
recognize that there is a penalty for drifting from it. We don’t have to wash 
downstream. We don’t have to float through space. With God’s help, let’s prevent 
drift from ever happening in our lives.     

 

 


