
Don’t Go Back 

[Announce Text] Please keep your Bibles open to Hebrews 12:18-24 (pp. 1009). 

[Scripture Introduction] My name is Brett Sweet and I’m one of the pastors here. 
We’re in a series on the book of Hebrews- which was written to Christians who 
weren’t quite sure they wanted to continue to be Christians.  

[Prayer for Illumination] Please pray with me… 

[Illustration] Real estate prices are trending upward- wouldn’t it be nice if you 
were just given a new house? For some of us, that would mean finally coming to a 
place we could call our own. A little over three years ago a man inherited a house 
in Evreux, Normandy, France. To him, it was just a house. Likely, he had come to 
his new house several times and didn’t think much of it other than that it was a 
typical house. I’m sure he was thinking about the things we think about- 
renovations, updating, new paint. But one day something unexpected happened. 
It all started when he found a tinplate box screwed under a piece of furniture. It 
took some effort. But he opened it. And inside, he found gold.  

Just what sort of house was this that this man had come to? It got him thinking, 
could there be more to this house than he realized? According to his local 
newspaper, he started looking for more secret hiding spots around the house. His 
next find was a whisky bottle box with a few gold pieces carefully hidden. Over 
time, the stash grew. This man thought he had simply come to a new home, in the 
end, he had come into more than 220 pounds of gold in the form of coins, ingots, 
and bars. He then sold his gold for $4.1 million. When this man came to his new 
house he didn’t really know what he had. 

The Hebrews had come to Christ. Like most of you. And they had experienced a 
few blessings. Or maybe you think there’s no reason to follow Christ. But the 
author of Hebrews is writing to us to tell us that there is much more blessing than 
we can imagine. Like the Frenchman who walked into his house for the first time, 
we really don’t know what we have. We’ve come not to a small home, but to a 
mountain. And if we realize the truth of this mountain, this new home, we would 
never think about selling or moving. Using Old Testament images and events- the 
author tells us: 

[Proposition] You’ve come to Mt. Zion- don’t go back! 



The Hebrews were tempted to go back to Judaism. They were tempted to go back 
to trying to achieve salvation through law keeping. And the law, summarized in 
the 10 Commandments, came to them through Moses centuries earlier. It 
happened at Mt. Sinai. In their temptation, the Hebrews and we are offered with 
a choice. This choice is between two mountains. So picture yourself in a valley 
between two mountains- one of which we must climb. Would we like to come to 
Mt. Sinai- which would mean returning to Judaism? Or would we like to come to 
Mt. Zion- which means remaining with Christ? You probably aren’t tempted to 
become a Jew. But spiritually speaking, we are faced with the same choice- If we 
think our good works will save us- our intelligence, our morality, our inclusiveness 
or tolerance, our contributions to society, or whatever else- then we’re going to 
come to Mt. Sinai. So let’s let God contrast those two options.  

[Main Point] You could have come to Mt. Sinai 

If you’ve ever been in Portland on a clear day you know that you can see Mt. 
Hood to the east and Mt. St. Helens to the north. Imagine those sights in 1980. 
You could go to Mt. Hood where there are two ski resorts. Windsurfing, fishing, 
and shops down the slopes in Hood River. Wineries and orchards nearby. 
Beautiful evergreens. That’s something like the idea of coming to Mt. Zion. Or you 
can go to Mt. St. Helens. Where there is total devastation and terror. A terrifying 
gray mangled mess of lava, ash, mud, and charred stumps covering 57 dead 
bodies and numerous dead animals. Wondering if it will blow again. That is the 
kind of terrifying description we see of Mt. Sinai In vv. 18-21 which summarize the 
experience of the Israelites in Exodus 19 and 20 and also in the book of 
Deuteronomy. If you come to Mt. Sinai you will not like what you find: 

[Subpoint 1] You could be seeing terrifying things  

Look with me at vv. 18 and then we’ll skip down to v. 21 

For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and 
gloom and a tempest. 

v. 21- Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.” 

When we look at Mt. Sinai we see something terrible when God showed up there 
in power. We see fire that burns and destroys whatever it licks. At the same time 
we see a darkness and gloom that no light can seem to penetrate- just blackness 



that leaves you hopeless and lost. We see a tempest- a great windy storm- that 
levels trees, sends boulders bouncing down the sides, and knocks you off your 
feet. So terrifying are these things that even Moses, considered by many as the 
greatest of all Old Testament figures. The man who God spoke to the way a man 
speaks to his friend. This Moses. Trembling, shaking with fear. Forgetting to 
breathe. Probably expecting death. If you come to Mt. Sinai you will see terrifying 
things.   

You could have been brought to Mt. Sinai- you could be seeing terrifying things. 
But there’s more 

[Subpoint 2] You could be hearing terrifying words 

Look down at vv. 19-20 

…and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that 
no further messages be spoken to them. For they could not endure the order that 
was given, “If even a beast touches the mountain, it shall be stoned.”   

When the Israelites gathered at the base of Mt. Sinai and Moses travelled up to 
meet God and receive the law, they did not like what they saw or heard. They 
heard God speaking and it was the sound of a trumpet. Trumpets usually meant 
one thing- war. What they heard was a command that they were to give God 
some space. Don’t touch the mountain. If their animals, their wealth, their food 
touched the mountain it would need to be killed by having rocks thrown at its 
head. And if that’s what happens to goats and cows who don’t sin. What would 
that mean for someone who has sinned against this God? They don’t want to hear 
anything else like that from God. 

So the author speaks to the Hebrews and to us today: If you want to come to God 
by coming to Mt. Sinai. You’ve come to a terrifying place. The whole picture is one 
of going back to the Old Covenant that the Hebrews were tempted to trust in. 
Keeping special feast days. Only eating certain foods. Looking to animal sacrifices. 
Believing that they were better than the cultures around them. But if they do 
that, God tells us what you get is Mt. Sinai. Which means that we have a huge 
problem. We are unable to deal with our sin. We are unable to draw near to God 
without being destroyed. We hear only terrifying words of judgment and death.  



[Application] I want this to sink in to all of us today. Some of us think of God only 
as a huggable Teddy Bear, an approving daddy with his wallet open, an 
acquaintance who’s only there to pat us on the back. Or something we can 
philosophize about as an idea but never really deal with as a person. Others think, 
“If only I could see God. If only I could hear God’s voice. Then I would believe. 
Then I would be happy. Then things would be easier.” Mt. Sinai says that it’s a 
mercy from God that you are not getting what you ask for right now. The 
Israelites got what you asked for and it terrified them. Go to Mt. St. Helens on 
May 18, 1980 at 8:32am when it erupted. That’s a better place to be than Mt. 
Sinai.  

You could have come to Mt. Sinai. From Portland you can see Mt. Hood when the 
clouds clear. And that’s what the author of Hebrews is trying to do for us. Clear 
away the clouds. Let us get a look at the mountain we’ve come to. You could have 
come to Mt. Sinai 

[Main Point 2] Instead, you have come to Mt. Zion 

The Hebrews have come to Mt. Zion when they came to Christ. They’ve left the 
Old Covenant at Sinai behind and they’ve come to the New Covenant instituted 
by the blood of Christ. God wants us to see what we’ve got. We’ve come not just 
to any old house. There’s gold inside. And he’s going to help us find it. To find this 
gold, I’m going to need people who are small enough to fit into tight spaces. I’m 
going to need the kids’ help. If you are, say, under the age of 10 or so- and that 
covers my children- I need you to ask me a question. You did a great job at this in 
chapter 7 about Melchizedek. I need your help again. We’ve come to Mt. Zion but 
a lot of us don’t get what that means. So you aren’t going to let us leave without 
knowing it. Here’s the question I need you to ask: “To where have we come?” So 
I go, “Our question, kids is…” and you say, “To where have we come?” Okay. Let’s 
do this: 

[Answer 1] To where have we come? To the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem 

Look with me at verse 22 

But you have come to Mount Zion and (even) to the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem  



Mt. Zion was where the Old Testament Temple was. When Solomon had it built 
God’s presence came to dwell there. And significantly, different from Mt. Sinai, 
God could be approached there. By priests. And by people who offered sacrifices 
for their sins. Mt. Zion came to be attached to the city of Jerusalem and they 
came to mean the same thing. The place where God lives. But Hebrews isn’t 
talking about a city east of the Mediterranean. This is a heavenly Jerusalem which 
we hear about at the end of the book of Revelation where God comes to dwell 
with man forever when it is physically brought to the New, Perfect Earth! We’ve 
come to the city of the living God. 

Okay kids our question is… 

[Answer 2] To where have we come? To innumerable angels in festal gathering 

v. 22 

But you have come to Mount Zion (even) to the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 

Regardless of cultures, humans love fairy tales. God designed us that way. We 
long to live in a world with supernatural, powerful creatures. And we do. There 
are angels all around us- they simply remain invisible most of the time. But when 
we come to Mount Zion we’ve come to a gathering of angels. And not just a few 
angels- innumerable, uncountable, thousands. And not just any gathering- a festal 
gathering. Which carries the meaning of a joyful party full of revelry and 
excitement. The opposite of Sinai’s gloom and darkness and terror. Light, and joy, 
and dancing. We’ve come to a party of innumerable angels. We’ve come to Mt. 
Zion.  

Okay kids, ask it again: 

[Answer 3] To where have we come? To the assembly of the firstborn 

Look with me at vv. 22-23 

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of 
the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, 



I mentioned last week that we are sons of God and that that carried the idea of an 
inheritance. This verse confirms that. Everyone who is in the assembly is a 
firstborn son. The one who inherits the family fortune. The one who carries the 
title and leadership status of the family name with honor. And that word for 
“assembly”- it’s translated “church” in most places in the New Testament. Coming 
to church is not a drag because it’s a picture of coming to the great church of the 
firstborn who are enrolled in heaven. 

You have come to Mt. Zion which means you’ve come to the city of the living God, 
you’ve come to an angelic party full of celebration, you’ve come to the assembly 
of the firstborn. But if you think this is great, you’ve only just found the first few 
pieces of gold under the furniture. We’ve come to even greater things…but we 
have a question that needs asking to find out what they are. Let’s hear it again 
kids. Our question is… 

[Answer 4] To where have we come? To God the Judge 

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of 
the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, 

It’s one thing to go to Buckingham Palace. It’s another thing to meet the Queen of 
England. It’s one thing to come to the city of the living God. It’s another thing to 
come to God Himself. But this says that God is the judge of all. Why would we 
want to come to Him? This sounds like Mt. Sinai. We’d all rather avoid judges if 
we can. But what if we knew that perfect justice would be done? And what if the 
judge loved you? What if he promised to declare you innocent? What if you came 
to someone who would make sure that every evil deed that harmed you would be 
punished? What if there was a Judge who could take every wrong and make it 
right? That’s who we’ve come to when we come to Mt. Zion. We’ve come to God 
the Judge.   

We have four answers to our question so far. Kids ask that question again: 

[Answer 5] To where have we come? To the spirits of the righteous made perfect 

Let’s not get tired of reading this- vv. 22-23 



But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of 
the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the 
spirits of the righteous made perfect, 

Maybe the Hebrews were tempted to go back to Judaism because of the history 
of the heroes of the faith discussed in Hebrews 11. But this says that when you 
come to Mt. Zion, when you come to faith, you come to the spirits of the 
righteous made perfect. All the believers from ages past - those who trust in the 
living Lord Jesus- are in God’s presence. Clothed in Jesus’ righteousness. And they 
were righteous on earth by living holy lives for God’s glory. But now God says that 
they’ve been made perfect. When they came to God the Judge He transformed 
them by His Holy Spirit that they have been made perfect. He must exonerate 
them. They haven’t yet received their resurrection bodies as they will when Jesus 
returns. But they are full of joy as we will be. And we’ve come to them. We’ve 
come to the spirits of the righteous made perfect. 

We’ve come to our new house but still, there is gold hidden that we haven’t yet 
found. We need to ask the question again, so help us out my young friends. Kids 
ask the question again 

[Answer 6] To where have we come? To Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant 

Verse 24 

…and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, 

The Hebrews may have wanted to go back to Judaism. Thinking about going to 
Jerusalem where the physical Mt. Zion is. They thought that when they came to 
Jesus they left that behind. But really, they came to the true, Spiritual, Mt. Zion. 
They are synonymous. We’ve come to Jesus. We’ve come to the One who loves 
our souls. We’ve come to the One who died so that we might live. The One who 
became poor so that we might have an eternal inheritance. The One who suffered 
in spiritual warfare that we might have peace. And here, we see, we’ve come to 
Jesus. The mediator, the go-between, who delivered a new covenant. And 
remember from past chapters that means having new hearts. New hearts that 
want to please God. That will ensure that we finish well. A new covenant that 
allows us to know the Lord. We’ve come to Jesus Himself. Truly and fully God. 



Truly and fully man. The second person of the Trinity. The One crucified under 
Pontius Pilate. We’ve come to Jesus the resurrected One who was seen alive after 
death by hundreds. We’ve come to Jesus, the mediator of the new covenant 

We’ve come to Mt. Zion which means that we’ve come to the city of the living 
God, we’ve come to a party of innumerable joyful angels, we’ve come to the 
assembly of the firstborn, we’ve come to God the Judge, we’ve come to the spirits 
of the righteous made perfect, and we’ve come to Jesus- the mediator of the new 
covenant. But there’s still a bit more gold to find in this house we’ve come to. 
Okay kids, you’ve done great. You’re almost done. One more time. Our question 
is… 

[Answer 7] To where have we come? To the sprinkled blood that speaks a better 
word 

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of 
the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge or all, and to the 
spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new 
covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of 
Abel. 

At Mount Sinai words were heard. “If anyone touches this mountain- stone him to 
death!” But at Mt. Zion we hear different words flowing from the blood of Christ. 
In the Genesis 4 the first murder occurred. Abel was killed by his brother Cain. 
And God Himself said that the He could hear the blood of Abel crying out to Him 
from the ground. Calling for justice. Calling for punishment of the wicked. But 
Jesus’ blood calls out with even better words. Instead of judgment and 
punishment on us for our sins it calls out for forgiveness and salvation and 
cleansing and hope.  

[Application] Which mountain will God find you on today? If you haven’t trusted 
Christ you must view God with the terror of coming to Mt. Sinai.  Darkness. 
Danger. Wrath. War. Death. And not just in this life, but forever in Hell. It sounds 
harsh, I know. But you would fear the power of a Grizzly Bear, or a Tsunami, or a 
hurricane up close. If God exists, then He has more power than all of those things. 
Jesus loves you and warns you of the danger of Hell. If I love you, I must do the 
same. You are in the Valley looking at Mt. Sinai which is like a boiling, explosive 



volcano of God’s wrath. Turn the other direction come to Mt. Zion. The same God 
is on both mountains. But come to Mt. Zion. That’s where Jesus is. He’s the One 
who brings us to Mt. Zion. He endured the wrath of Sinai so that you can come to 
Zion. He’s instituted a covenant for you that means you’ll be forgiven and 
welcomed and accepted. He went to the cross. His blood dripped like Abel’s onto 
the ground but it speaks of forgiveness. It speaks of being welcomed into an 
assembly, a church of people called to love you. He’s the only thing I can offer you 
today. Come today. 

Christians, the application for us is the same as it was for the Hebrews. Look at 
the gold you have in this house. Look at the beauty and joy on Mt. Hood. See and 
savor to where you’ve come. To God Himself. Don’t go back.  

Christian, dear brother, sister, child- it doesn’t often feel like we’ve come to Zion 
sometimes does it? Know that Jesus has brought us to Zion now but we haven’t 
experienced the fullness of His Kingdom yet. Our salvation is an “already/now 
reality.” But it’s also a “not yet reality.” There was once a wall between the 
present evil age and the age to come. A wall between Sinai and Zion. But when 
Jesus came he bore a hole through that wall. And He’s slowly tearing at it as you 
believe. And as time passes, widening that hole. So the light of the future is 
increasingly shining through to the present. Soon on God’s to-do list is to bring 
that whole wall down, but it’s not yet. But for now we have come to Zion. We 
experience some level of these blessings. We can’t quite see everything about it 
in the tiniest detail. But we see these truths. We see with the eyes of faith to 
where we’ve come. And the more we see the more we’ll stay and keep marching 
up the Mountain. And we won’t feel the desire to go back.  

[Conclusion] Throughout history, people have viewed mountains as the home of 
the divine. Mt. Olympus for the ancient Greeks. The Himalayas for many in Asia. 
Even here in the Pacific northwest for modern Pagans who view the outdoor 
wilderness as god. But God doesn’t dwell on a physical mountain. We seek our 
God on a spiritual mountain. Mount Zion, the heavenly Jerusalem. And we find 
Him there. Don’t go anywhere else. Don’t go back. You’ve come to a house full of 
gold. You’ve come to Mt. Zion.      

 


