
Investigating Angels 

[Announce Text] Please keep your Bibles open to Hebrews 1:5-14. 

[Scripture Introduction] My name is Brett Sweet and I’m one of the pastors here. 
Today we continue our approximately year-long adventure through the book of 
Hebrews. Hebrews was written to Christians, perhaps, in Rome, who were 
considering leaving the faith. Specifically, it seems that these people came from a 
Jewish background and were considering turning back to Judaism which would 
likely lessen their persecution. Because we too are always facing temptations to 
leave the faith- this book continues to be relevant to us today. 

[Prayer for Illumination] Please pray with me… 

[Illustration] One of my best friends from college attended a boarding school in 
Kenya for missionary children called Rift Valley Academy. In 1956 there was great 
turmoil in Kenya that became known as the Mau Mau uprisings. A band of Mau 
Maus surrounded the little village of Lari, herded the residents into huts, and set 
fire to the buildings. They killed all who tried to escape with machetes- whether 
they were men, women, or children. After the great loss there- the group headed 
toward Rift Valley Academy with bows, arrows, spears and torches.  

 The torches could be seen approaching the school. They then advanced 
with shouts as they surrounded the school. Then, as they got close enough to 
start employing their weapons, they stopped. They retreated, and began running 
into and through the nearby jungle. Later, the army succeeded in capturing the 
entire band of raiders. There was an investigation and they were brought to trial. 
At the trial the leader of the Mau Mau band was called to the witness stand and 
was asked by the judge: 

“On this particular night, did you kill the inhabitants of Lari?” “Yes.” “Well, then, 
why did you not complete the mission? Why didn’t you attack the school?” The 
leader of the Mau Maus answered, “We were on our way to attack and destroy all 
the people and school…but as we came closer, all of a sudden, between us and 
the school there were many huge men, dressed in white with flaming swords and 
we became afraid and ran to hide!”  



Sightings of angels. By non-Christians. A great sight of great beings. If this is the 
greatness of angelic beings, and yet we, as Christians, worship Jesus the Son of 
God, it poses a question we will seek to answer today: 

[Proposition] Could the Son be even greater than the angels? 

Despite our efforts to erase God and claim a natural cause for everything- we live 
in a culture that loves the supernatural. We love stories of elves and wizards. Of 
superheroes and demi-gods. There were a few months where people wandered 
around with phones looking for Pokémon. The reason for this is because we live in 
a supernatural world and we are meant to connect with the supernatural realm. 
And the same was true for the Hebrew Christians. But if we want to know: Could 
the Son be even greater than angels? Where would we look for answers? TV 
shows? The internet? Stories people tell? The author of Hebrews wants us to 
know what angels are like and he goes to the Bible to find those answers. He 
knows that people can imagine all sorts of things or they can fabricate things or 
they can misinterpret their experiences. But the Bible is actually God speaking to 
us. Notice today when the Bible is quoted, God speaks. So when the Bible tells us 
about angels- we do well to listen because God is telling us about angels. So today 
we are going to investigate angels and how they compare to Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God. And good investigators ask questions to compare and contrast things to 
find the truth. So today we are going to investigate whether the Son could be 
even greater than angels. We’ll do this by comparing the Son with angels as they 
are revealed in the Bible. And, like all good investigations, it begins with 
questions. So we’ll ask three questions today: Does the Son or do angels have a 
greater relationship with God? Does the Son have greater honor than the 
angels? And does the Son have greater power over creation than the angels?    

[Main Point 1] Does the Son have a greater relationship with God? Yes 

If God is the ultimate reality, then how we relate to Him is the most important 
thing about us. It is the most important thing about anything or anyone that 
exists. Hebrews shows us that Jesus has a relationship with God that is greater 
than that of any angel- because God relates to Jesus the way a Father relates to a 
Son. In fact, their relationship is so close that they have eternally related to one 
another this way. Listen to the question that is being asked in verse 5: 



For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son, today I have 
begotten you”? Or again, “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”? 

The answers is, “None.” God has never said that about any angel. The Son has a 
greater relationship with God than any angel ever has or ever will have. 

[Illustration] As much as I love all of you, I only have one son- I have a unique 
relationship with Matthias David Sweet. He climbs into bed with us sometimes. I 
give him baths. When we’re around crowds, my eye is on him. I want to keep you 
and your kids from getting hit by cars or taking falls or drowning. But when 
Matthias is in higher risk situations, my eye is on him, not you. My son’s 
relationship to me is a greater type of relationship than I currently have with any 
of you. It’s fundamentally different. And we all know that this is how good father-
son relationships work. 

[Application] So as great as angels are- flaming swords or not- they are not fitting 
intermediaries between you and God. The Son has an infinitely closer relationship 
to the Father than any angel does. If you are here and you are seeking the 
supernatural- that’s a good thing. If you want to live in a world populated by 
powerful angelic protectors and messengers- that’s great and right. But it’s the 
Son who is the One you want to know. Not the spirit of creation some New Age 
type people celebrate. Not some supposed prophet like Mormonism or Seventh-
Day Adventism may point you to. Not in the gods of the Hindus or the spirits of 
the Wicca. Not even the angels of the Judeo-Christian worldview. You want to 
know the One who has the greatest possible relationship with God, and that is the 
Son.  

 As I mentioned earlier, it is important to note the authority of God’s Word 
seen here. A very practical application of this point is to humble yourself before 
God’s Word. What the Bible says about angels is what must be believed. So yes, 
there are such things as angels and demons and the Devil. What the Bible says 
about anything is what must be believed. What it says about Jesus must be 
believed. What it says about Heaven and Hell must be believed. What it says 
about how you spend your time must be believed and obeyed. What it says about 
God’s rule over everything must be believed even if it means you have less control 
than you thought. What it says about being a humble leader as a husband must 
be believed and obeyed. What it says about what is sin and what isn’t must be 



believed. The Bible is the authority over how you look at women- whether on a 
screen or in person- as an image-bearer to be valued and not as an object to be 
used. The Bible is authoritative over your feelings and experiences. It means that 
when you open the Bible, you open it with a willingness to be corrected in the 
way you are currently living your life- not simply as an endorsement of the way 
you are currently living. This means that what the Bible says about the Son of God 
must be believed- and how He relates to the Father. 

So, right off the bat, as great as angels are, we have evidence that the Son is even 
greater. He has a greater relationship with God than any angel has. But maybe 
this doesn’t make Jesus fundamentally greater than the angels- maybe He’s just 
different that the angels. Just because I had closer relationship with a Labrador 
Retriever in my house doesn’t make it a necessarily better breed than a wiener 
dog. But what if we compared the two apples to apples, side by side? Then we 
would actually know which one is better. And that’s what Hebrews is going to do 
for us- compare angels and the Son side by side. So now we ask: 

[Main Point 2] Does the Son have greater honor than the angels? Yes 

When we put an angel side by side with Jesus, we learn that we can’t put them 
side by side at all. One of them will always be higher up. One of them will always 
be in first place. One of them will bow while the other stands. The Son has greater 
honor than the angels. Angels worship him. Angels serve him. It’s not an 
interaction of equals but different- The Son receives greater honor than the 
angels partly because the angels exist for him. They worship him. And there is no 
exception to this- the verse says that “all God’s angels” are called to worship Him. 
Even archangels like Michael or Gabriel or perhaps others are called to worship 
and give greater honor to the Son- there are no exceptions. They are servants 
who serve to honor him- as powerful as they are- they can influence creation as 
powerful winds and flames do- they are still merely ministers. They are servants. 
Look with me at vv. 6-7 

And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s 
angels worship him.” Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his 
ministers a flame of fire.” 



This fundamentally means that Jesus can’t be just an angel because all the angels 
worship Him. He must be something different. He must be greater in this way 
because He receives greater honor than the angels. 

[Application] Some have claimed that the audience of Hebrews could have gotten 
off easy by calling Jesus an angel- they could have returned to Judaism and 
avoided some levels of persecution. But that would be diminishing the honor of 
the Son. The thing about angels is, in the Bible, they are most concerned with you 
giving your honor to where it belongs. Times when angels appear to men- men 
are often faced with the option of worshiping them or thinking they will die. And 
when humans start to worship the angels, the angels are always quick to tell them 
to stop immediately and to instead worship God. So be like an angel, do what 
they do. Worship the Son. Do you honor the Son? Is every bit of your life focused 
on pleasing Him. On letting others know about Him? In the neighborhood, in 
class, in the office, in the grocery store? We all need help here don’t we? 
Continue to seek the Lord in His Word and you’ll find that the Holy Spirit will help 
you more and more to give the greatest possible honor to the Son.   

[Transition] We are investigating these real, powerful, creatures called angels and 
we are asking if the Son could be even greater than them. We are seeing that 
when it comes to how the Son and angels relate to the Father, the Son has a 
greater relationship with Him than angels do. When the Son is compared directly 
with angels, it is clear that He has greater honor than any and all the angels. 

[Main Point 3] Does the Son have greater power over creation? Yes 

We know from the Old Testament that angels seem to have the capacity to exert 
great power over creation. They have the power to prevent people from crossing 
certain boundaries. They have power to influence men’s thinking and speaking. 
They have the power to destroy armies. The power to blind people. The power to 
shut lions’ mouths. But the Son has even greater power over creation. He has 
been anointed to rule in righteousness, He’s the Eternal Creator. In comparison to 
the One who sits on the throne forever and ever and whose years have no end, 
angels are like a passing change in the wind or flicker of flame. Read along with 
vv. 8-12 

But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter of 
uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and 



hated wickedness, therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of 
gladness beyond you companions.” 

And, “You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, and the heavens 
are the work of your hands; they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out 
like a garment, like a robe you will roll them up, like a garment they will be 
changed. But you are the same, and your years will have no end.” 

This Son is eternal and the creator. This sounds like God Himself. And, in fact, 
that’s exactly what this passage says- He’s been anointed by God in v. 9, but we 
see in v. 8 that He’s called God. We get a glimpse into the Trinity as we see how 
the Father and Son both eternally exist as God along with the Holy Spirit. The Son 
has greater power over creation than angels do because He is God.  

So the Son has a greater relationship with the Father than angels have. The Son 
has greater honor than angels. And the Son has greater power over creation than 
angels. So we pose our question again: Could the Son be even greater than the 
angels? 

[Main Point 4] Decision: Yes the Son is Even Greater than Angels. 

Now we’ve reached the climax of the passage. Do you notice how verse 13 
restates the question in v. 5- to which of the angels has he ever said…? When 
things are stated twice like that they form brackets in a literary device called an 
inclusio. At the end of an inclusio or immediately following, it’s common to have a 
conclusion. It’s like the author is saying- okay, it’s time to make our decision and 
sum everything up. And then he quotes what you will find is perhaps his favorite 
Psalm in the Bible, Psalm 110. A Psalm that was understood to be referring to the 
future Messiah. One that shows that the king has come. One that Jesus Himself 
quoted in reference to Himself. And it shows that the Son rules over everything. 
And if that weren’t enough- the angels aren’t just servants who help Him, angels 
are servants who help us. Vv. 13-14 say: 

And to which of the angels has he ever said, “Sit at my right hand until I make your 
enemies a footstool for your feet”? Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to 
serve for the sake of those who are to inherit salvation? 

[Illustration] When Julius Caesar was conquering the tribes that made up modern 
day France he battled against a powerful military leader named Vercingetorix. It 



actually looked like Caesar’s conquests and whole army were in danger of 
collapsing as he surrounded the city of Alesia. While Caesar surrounded Alesia 
and Vercingetorix, Vercingetorix’s allies surrounded Caesar. One historian states 
that it wasn’t until Caesar himself entered the battle that the tide turned in his 
favor. The story then goes that Vercingetorix surrendered in a dramatic way. He 
mounted his magnificent and decorated horse, rode to Caesar, dismounted, 
stripped off his armor, and then knelt in silence in front of Caesar until Caesar 
chose to have him removed and imprisoned as a living trophy of his conquests. 
Whatever Caesar told Vercingetorix to do, he would have been required to do, no 
matter how demeaning or demoralizing. Caesar had absolute power over his 
captive. 

[Application] This is the power the Son will have over all His enemies. He has the 
power to make them crawl before him, crouch in front of him, and use them as a 
means to rest his feet. The trouble is, the Bible tells us that we are all naturally His 
enemies because our sin isn’t just selfishness, it’s an attack on the very rule of 
God. It’s treason and adultery because we owe Him our deepest allegiance 
because everything we have and are comes from Him but we instead have turned 
on Him. And if Jesus is even greater than the angels then, we do not want Him as 
an enemy. That’s why it makes sense that there’s a Hell. But when we turn from 
our sins to the Son who took the full payment for us on the cross- where, in a very 
real sense having our Hell poured into Him, something remarkable happens. The 
Son who is even greater than the angels sends His angels to help us. He sends 
them out to serve and protect all those who are to inherit salvation- Christians. 
Do you see the sort of love Jesus has for you? There have almost certainly been 
angels sent by God to be at work in your life- maybe protecting you from a bad 
relationship. Perhaps keeping you from interacting with a dangerous person or 
situation. Maybe controlling cars and debris in the middle of an accident. Maybe 
there have been times when they’ve helped bring Scripture to your mind when 
you are facing temptation or difficulty. Perhaps some of you will have stories like 
those recorded in history about supernatural protection and preservation. 
Perhaps they will be of great assistance to some of us as we near our deaths in old 
age or sooner. 

But if that’s where we stop, we’ve missed the whole point of this portion of 
Scripture. It’s absolutely beyond generous that God would send angels to support 



Christians, and He should be celebrated for that. But this passage tells us that we 
are to give thanks for them and then look past them. God has not only sent out 
ministering spirits- He’s sent His Son- one even greater than angels. Angels serve 
those who inherit salvation, but Jesus, the Son, has come to actually secure our 
right to be part of God’s family and inherit salvation at all. He did this by paying 
the adoption fee for our sins by living sinlessly in our place and then dying as our 
substitute. After being raised from the dead, the Son not only sent angels, but 
sent someone even better than angels. He sent His Holy Spirit to come empower 
and protect us. Angels can’t do that.  

Angels have power but Jesus is all powerful. Angels are fast, but Jesus by 
His Spirit, is present everywhere. Angels are sinless but Jesus is so holy that they 
worship Him and celebrate His holiness. Angels can kill with flaming swords but 
Jesus can kill by simply speaking a word. Angels fight against demons, but when 
Jesus commands, demons must obey Him. Angels can encamp around Christians 
to protect them, but the Spirit of Christ lives inside us to empower us. Angels 
could deliver the spoken word of God, but Jesus is the living Word of God. Angels 
celebrate justice, but Jesus actually dispenses it. Angels protect people, but Jesus, 
the Son, went to the cross because He loves you. It’s good to do an investigation 
into angels and know what they’re like. It’s greater still to know the Son. Let’s not 
give Him up for angels and what they say. 

[Conclusion] An investigation into who angels are and what they are like has 
helped us clarify our thinking. Angels are powerful. They are helpful. They are 
servants of God. But they are not the Son. The Son is vastly different than angels. 
The Son is even greater than angels. 

   

 


