
Is there Change in your Pocket? 

[Announce Text] Please keep your Bibles open to Matthew Chapter 6. 

[Scripture Introduction] My name is Brett Sweet and I’m one of the pastors here. 
We are in our fourth week in a series on what it means to live life together as a 
local church and how doing so is much better than in isolation. The local church 
provides the context for most effectively obey God’s desire for His people to be 
like Him in the areas of serving, prayer, evangelism, and fellowship. This week we 
will discuss the topic of giving.    

[Prayer for illumination] Please pray with me… 

[Illustration] Today’s sermon is about money and treasure. I am an expert on 
money. The way a biologist is an expert on the animal he or she studies. I have 
read about it. I have heard people talk about it on television, radio, and in person. 
I have seen it on several occasions. I’m such an expert that I have even, in a few 
moments in my life, actually held it in my hand. I’m such an expert that I have 
seen it in its many forms and habitats- in banks, wallets, shoe boxes, even on the 
sidewalk. In the form of stocks, bonds, bank statements, checkbooks, credit cards, 
and paper money. An expert like me especially loves to study treasure in its most 
ancient form. Coins. Sometimes, non-money experts refer to coins as “change.” 
My expertise and studies of treasure have made me very good at sensing its 
presence. I can sense it now- all of, every single person in this room has change in 
their pockets. I can feel it. Don’t tell me you don’t- because I’m an expert. 

The Bible says that treasure is inseparably connected to change. The Bible says 
that we are selfish, possessive, and greedy people who need to change. There’s a 
near certainty that the place in your life that needs the most change is connected 
to the use of your treasure- what’s in your pocket, or purse. How you spend your 
money will change you. You see, you do have change in your pocket- but maybe 
not the sort of change you thought I was talking about.  

[Proposition] Give of your treasure and God will change you. 

Matthew 6 is in the famous Sermon on the Mount. Jesus  is speaking to people 
who spend their time thinking about how money will solve most of their 
problems- we think that way too. He shows us how the way we use our treasure 
will change four things about us. Your heart will change, your vision will change, 



who you worship will change, and your priorities will change. Heart, vision, 
worship, and priorities. Let’s look first at how: 

[Main Point 1] Give of your treasure and God will change your heart. 

Matthew 6 shows us that there are basically two types of hearts in the world and 
in this building. Earthly hearts and heavenly hearts.  

[Subpoint 1] Your earthly heart will be disappointed.   

If you use your treasures with an earthly heart. With a heart that is bound to this 
world. To your time on earth. You will be disappointed. You cannot fully and 
finally protect your treasures here. There are thieves, economic collapses, 
disasters that insurance companies won’t cover, and the list goes on. Jesus said 
this to his own people. Earthly wealth and possessions won’t last. Things made 
out of metals in Jesus time rusted and broke down. Clothing would eventually be 
destroyed by insects. Listen to verse 19- 

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy 
and where thieves break in and steal,” 

Jesus is commanding us to have a change in our earthly heart. He’s doing it 
because He loves us. And He offers a solution- a heavenly heart. God can change 
your heart and that’s good news because 

[Subpoint 2] Your heavenly heart will be protected. 

Jesus says that wherever we keep our treasures that’s where our heart is. So if 
our treasures can be stolen or destroyed, so too can our heart- our source of joy 
and love. So Jesus tells us to put our treasures, and therefore our hearts where 
they will be forever safe- in Heaven. Look with me at verses 20-21- 

but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also. 

How do you get your treasures to Heaven? By giving them to God’s kingdom.  

[Illustration] For a lot of Americans, their biggest investment- their biggest 
treasure- is their home and the things inside it- so we try to protect them. We buy 
a house, but then we’re concerned that someone might break in so we get a dog 



to bark at suspicious characters. But then we realize that the dog is lazy and so 
we, in America, buy guns in case someone gets past the dog. But then we are 
worried about people stealing our guns so we buy a gun safe. But people can 
break into gun safes so we purchase a security system. But all the movies show 
that sophisticated thieves can hack systems so we get with our neighbors and set 
up a neighborhood watch- nicer neighborhoods even pay for private security. And 
all of this costs money! We have to spend our earthly treasure to protect our 
earthly treasure and we still have no real guarantees.  

[Application] So here’s how you avoid the endless cycle of treasure 
disappointment- we put it where it can’t be taken- we invest it in God’s kingdom. 
We take our treasure and we put it in Heaven. And then our heart will be there 
also. If you want a changed heart, Jesus says that you need to lay up your 
treasures in Heaven. The primary way that God has planned for the kingdom to 
advance in your life and in the world is through the local church. So here I go 
meddling- where is your heart? Follow the money. Are you tithing? Are you 
fighting the deceitfulness of riches by giving a good portion away? If you are a 
member, you became a member because you believe in the mission of this 
church. If that’s the case that will be obvious by your eagerness to give financially 
to this church as we seek to advance the kingdom. And as you do, the Holy Spirit 
will use it as a means to change you.  

Give of your treasure and God will change your heart. But that’s not the only thing 
that God will change.  

[Main Point 2] Give of your treasure and God will change your vision. 

Do you have spiritual sight? Do you want to see better? Do you want to be seen 
better? Jesus says that treasures impact your vision in two ways. 

[Subpoint 1] Your jealous vision will lead to darkness. 

Verse 23 speaks of your eye being “bad.” Elsewhere, such as in chapter 20 of 
Matthew it’s used like we use the expression an “evil eye.” The meaning of this is 
jealousy or being miserly. Others have something you want or they have 
something you feel they shouldn’t have and you use your look to kill. You have 
jealous vision. And that jealous vision will lead you to darkness where no sight is 
possible. Listen to verse 23:  



but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in 
you is darkness, how great is the darkness!  

So your view of treasure impacts the way you see the world. If you cling to money 
in this world you will end up in darkness. But that’s not the only vision possible. If 
you have a new heart you’ll have something different. Because you’ll see that 

[Subpoint 2] Your generous vision will project joy. 

Your eyes are a window to your soul. When you are generous with others you will 
light up when you hear that their business is succeeding. That their family gifted 
them the car you dream about. That the benevolence fund paid their bills. You’ll 
be excited that those people have nicer things than you because you love them 
more than you love yourself. You’ll give faithfully to the local church because you 
know that together more good is being done than you could possibly do on your 
own. And you will project joy and light! Look with me at verse 22 

The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be 
full of light, 

[Illustration] I had a neighbor who was one of my teachers growing up. It seemed 
like all he ever talked about was money. Once, I remember him responding to the 
school secretary who asked him, “What do you need?” with the answer, 
“Money.” I remember him staring out the classroom window stressing about the 
car wash across the street that he managed as a second job because he was 
always worried about money. I remember him calling all the men in the 
neighborhood over one evening to unload and carry a 12 person hot tub from his 
driveway around his house up onto his back deck. He didn’t want to pay the spa 
people to do it. He didn’t want the friends who helped to drive the truck across 
his lawn in case it hurt the sprinkler system or grass that he had paid for. So eight 
of us carried it around the house. He paid us with brownies his wife baked.  

[Application] Parents, your kids see through you. You say that Jesus is your king- 
that all you really care about is Christ. But they hear you talk. They watch you 
worry. They see whether your eyes are good or bad. They notice your vision. Is 
the budget tight? Tell the kids and then let them know that you are still going to 
tithe. Are you worried about making your mortgage payment? Joyfully tell your 
kids to pray for you not to worry and tell them that God will provide for you- even 



if it means you need to move. Did the neighbor get a new boat? Celebrate with 
them- buy them a new innertube or fishing pole! Tell your kids about the 
generous God who blesses his image-bearers with good gifts! This doesn’t mean 
you don’t say no to things- your kids need to see that too- but are you joyful even 
when you don’t get what you want? Is your vision generous or jealous? This is 
hard for a lot of us, but it’s the sort of things that God uses to change us. 

Give of your treasure and God will change your heart and he will change your 
vision. But Jesus is going to get us down to the root now. 

[Main Point 3] Give of your treasure and God will change who you worship. 

As serious as Jesus is in verses 19-23, He’s only been giving us a scratch. Verse 24 
is a penetrating stab at the heart. At who or what we worship. At what we’d be 
most crushed if we didn’t have. At what gives meaning to our lives. That’s what 
you worship. And He, again, shows us two things 

[Subpoint 1] Your worship of money will enslave you. 

You will serve something. And money is a slave owner. Money will not go to the 
cross for you. Money will not hear your prayers. Your treasures will tell you to get 
more of them. Trust in them. But you see money is an evil master. It’s a lying 
politician. You see, money is a gateway god. When you worship money it’s 
because you are worshiping something else. Something money promises but can’t 
deliver. It promises ease, comfort, status, power, control, approval. Those are the 
sorts of things that use money as a puppet to control you. And you will be a slave. 
If you don’t have money, you won’t get your God. But here’s good news 

[Subpoint 2] Your worship of God will free you. 

When you love and worship God, you’ll have comfort and approval and status as 
God’s son or daughter- one that will never be rejected. You’ll be given the Holy 
Spirit and you’ll have self-control. And the joy that the God who loves you is in 
control whether you are rich or poor. You won’t need to use money as a means to 
strive for power because the God you worship is all-powerful. So when you serve  
Him, you suddenly realize you are free. But you will serve Him only or you will 
serve the slaveowner God of money. Look at verse 24 



“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, 
or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
money. 

[Illustration] Alexander the Great had an interesting view of money, treasure, and 
wealth. He didn’t really care for it, it didn’t matter to him. What he really cared 
about was power and he was able to get power through other means so he lived 
like money wasn’t very important. There’s this story that the historian Plutarch 
writes about. Alexander has conquered all the way to India and I believe he and 
his troops were on the march home. They were in southwest Asia and they were 
traveling through a region in the midst of famine and drought. So Alexander sends 
one of his generals to raid the surrounding villages for food for the horses. So the 
general comes back and says to Alexander that he couldn’t find any food for the 
horses but here look at all this gold I took from the people. And he opens a 
treasure chest full of gold coins. Alexander says, “Follow me.” They carry the gold 
to where the horses are hitched and Alexander dumps all the coins out in front of 
the horses, and the horses stand there- they don’t eat any of it. The horses 
needed food, they didn’t need money.  

[Application] Alexander saw something that most of us in this materialistic culture 
don’t- it’s only money. Look at the person next to you, in the eye, and tell them: 
“It’s only money.” It’s only money. Teenagers, you are making ambitious plans 
about the great life you have and I bet none of you are planning on being poor. 
But to achieve some of your dreams you will need money and you will be 
tempted to serve and worship it to get to the god that you your dreams may 
tempt you to worship. A nice job, house, car, or comfortable life for your family. 
Living in that neighborhood or city. Having that vacation home or trip. Having that 
plastic surgery done. Start telling yourself now- it’s only money. It’s neither 
intrinsically evil or good. It’s only money. It has no real power unless you make 
yourself a slave and then, well, you’ll be poorer than the poor because you’ll be a 
slave. But when you give money away you take the power away from it and it can 
become an instrument for God’s kingdom to change you. 

Give of your treasure and God will change your heart, your vision, and who you 
worship. Finally, 

[Main Point 4] Give of your treasure and God will change your priorities. 



I know what you are saying. This is all well and good from a pastor! This seems a 
little self-serving. We give money away and you get money. You don’t know me. 
Our budget is tight! We’re barely scraping by. The bills keep coming but the jobs 
don’t. I need some treasure, some money, some wealth to survive! My family is 
depending on me. Maybe I don’t know you. But Jesus does know you and He 
wants to change your priorities: 

[Subpoint 1] Your priority of treasure will lead to anxiety. 

Jesus is saying this to a people who literally own only the clothes on their backs 
and have only enough food for today. Not tomorrow, not Tuesday, for today. And 
He commands them not to worry. When you prioritize wealth you will be 
preoccupied about food, clothing, rent, bills, car payments, and promotions. You 
will be full of anxiety. Yeah, you have enough saved up for the next two months- 
but what if the car breaks down and you need a new one? So you strategize and 
think. And you worry. Here you are, prioritizing wealth, you have an earthly heart, 
you’ve been worshiping money and what does it get you? Anxiety!  

[Subpoint 2] But your priority of God’s kingdom will lead to provision. 

Jesus says that if you seek first God’s kingdom, with every area of your life- 
including your treasure- He will provide for you. God knows your needs and He 
will meet them. It may not be in the way you expect or hope, but He will give you 
the provision you need.  

25 “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what 
you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than 
food, and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air: they 
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And which of you by being anxious 
can add a single hour to his span of life?[g] 28 And why are you anxious about 
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor 
spin,29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of 
these.30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and 
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of 
little faith?31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What 
shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles seek after all these 
things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But seek 



first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
added to you. 
34 “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for 
itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 

[Gospel] We’re talking about how the gospel shapes our life together in this 
series. And the gospel is the Person and Work of Jesus Christ. So I want you to 
think about this passage and the One who is speaking. Jesus Christ is fully God- He 
is all knowing and all powerful. Jesus could have started a business that made Him 
richer than any king on earth. He could read minds! How many of us with a 
background in sales would benefit from that? He could compel people by force if 
He wanted to purchase His goods and accumulate wealth. But that wasn’t Jesus’ 
priority. His priority was the Kingdom of God. And He gave up the riches of 
Heaven to become poor to further His highest priority- the Kingdom of God. To 
save people like us who have earthly hearts, who have jealous vision, who 
worship money, who worry about the future. Not because we’ve changed enough 
to be accepted by Him but that He accepts through His own sinless life and death 
on the cross for us so that we can be changed. When the Holy Spirit reveals this to 
us, He changes us. He changes us to be new creations. Who understand what 
money can and can’t do for us. Has that change happened in you? If not, today is 
the day. Repent of your greed, trust in Christ’s generosity in giving up His very life 
for you! 

Many of us give the way we picture Johnny Appleseed. Scattering a little of our 
money all over to good causes. But apples don’t grow best on an untended tree in 
a roadside ditch, they grow best in an orchard where the trees are pruned and 
watered and fertilized. Then the whole orchard intentionally produces much fruit 
because they are focused and cross-pollinating and growing together. Bearing so 
much fruit that it can be exported and given away. 

[Application] We have a generous church, very generous. But did you know that 
last year we barely reached our budget? This year, with the same budget, we’re 
actually further behind as we give money to missions, focus on planting churches, 
and others. We will do the most good if we all, together focus the majority of our 
giving in one spot. The local church. That’s why we’re better together as a church. 
Some of you are very generous but give a little bit to a lot of great causes. But 



that tends to have a weaker, unfocused impact. Do you prioritize the kingdom of 
God? Do you see that the kingdom primarily advances through the local church? 
Through the work of the gospel going forward and changing lives? God’s changing 
me. It’s hard sometimes. I’m naturally a miser- someone who has an earthly heart 
and jealous vision. Someone who tends to be enslaved by money and full of 
anxiety. But the more time that goes by the more I want to give.  

[Conclusion] Do you want to change? God has given you a means of change right 
there in your pocket. One of the ways God will change you is by giving your 
treasure. Rather than looking for money to be your god and change your situation 
God is looking at using money to change you as an individual and us as a church, 
together. 

 

 


