
The Women’s Story 

[Announce Text] Please keep your Bibles open to Luke 24. 

[Scripture Introduction] My name is Brett Sweet and I’m one of the pastors here. 
We worship every Sunday to celebrate the fact that our Lord rose from the grave 
on the first day of the week. But this week we pay extra attention to the historical 
fact that Jesus of Nazareth is alive. So first,     

[Prayer for illumination] Please pray with me… 

[Illustration] There are no coffins there and it’s not even a corner at all- it’s an 
intersection- so why call it Coffin Corner? It’s where Monroe Road, Crawford 
Street, and US Highway 395 intersect on the north edge of Deer Park. The local 
residents believe it to be the deadliest place in the area. They believe that 
because of things they’ve seen- they’ve seen the pieces of vehicles scattered 
across the highway. They believe because of things they’ve heard- they’ve heard 
the stories, they’ve heard the ambulance sirens, many have even heard the smash 
of two metal vehicles becoming one through high speed impact. They believe 
because of things that have been said. They’ve told their stories. They believe the 
ambulance volunteers that they eat breakfast with at Zip’s. They believe that 
coffin corner is dangerous because they’ve encountered that reality themselves, 
just as I have- which I’ll share a little later this morning. 

 The primary purpose of the multiple accounts of the resurrection in the 
Bible are to help you believe that Jesus Christ is the Eternal Son who has come to 
make people like you and me sons and daughters of God. Luke’s account, the one 
we’ll look at today, was well researched by an educated man- Luke was a doctor. 
But resurrections are exceedingly rare. So rare that there is no real surprise that 
many refuse to believe the Bible’s testimony to this fact. And the resurrection is 
so important that Christianity is worth being crumpled and tossed into the trash 
like an old piece of paper if the resurrection is not true. You can’t be a Christian in 
any real sense of you don’t believe in the resurrection. Do you believe today? 
Kids- do you believe in the Risen Jesus? Those of you in retirement- do you 
believe in the Risen Son of God? All of you who are distracted with schooling, and 
carpool, and sickness, and grocery buying- do you believe in Jesus the resurrected 
Savior? Luke tells us: 



[Proposition] Believe in the Risen Son 

 Believe in the Risen Son. Your eternal destiny hangs in the balance on 
whether you obey or disobey that command. But God knows you and loves you. 
He doesn’t ask you to walk forward as deaf, blind, and brainless when you believe 
in Jesus. He gives us good evidence to help us believe- and that’s what we’ll look 
at. Three things are given to us as we put ourselves in the lives of some first 
century Palestinian women that will help us believe. So we’ll look at something 
seen to help us believe, something heard to help us believe, and something said 
to help us believe. Something seen, something heard, and something said- all 
done to lovingly help us believe. Let’s begin where this story begins as we look at 

[Main Point 1] Something seen to help us believe 

 If we walk to the grave with these women we need to do so 
sympathetically. Their hopes and dreams have been smashed. The person who 
meant more to them than anyone else is dead. Jesus has died on the cross, his 
muscles were unengaged so his head, legs, and arms hung limp as his followers 
carried him to where he could be prepared for burial. He said and did such 
wonderful things that they are still in a state of shock. But in the rush of the 
Jewish holiday of Passover, there still may be some more work to be done to 
honor the dead. So these women walk dejectedly at the beginning of the day. 
They are discouraged as they approach the tomb and then, as if we are with 
them, we see what they see so that we would believe.  

[Subpoint 1] We see the tomb, the stone, angels, and the ground. 

Look with me at vv. 1-5 

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the 
spices they had prepared. And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 
but when they went in they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they 
were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. 
And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground… 

What these faithful women see is a mixture of the mundane and the 
extraordinary- just like most exciting and true stories. They see the tomb, they see 
the large stone that is no longer where it was placed. Though unexpected, 
certainly not fantastic. Then, they see something fantastic- two angels who look 



like men- so glowing and bright that the women have to stair at the stone and dirt 
on the ground at their feet. A lot of things to see on this Sunday morning. What 
else do we see that will help us believe? 

[Subpoint 2] We see the absence of Jesus’ body 

Look with me at v. 3- 

but when they went in they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus, 

They found the stone- but they did not find the body. If this were a Disney movie 
using Phil Collins on the soundtrack you’d probably hear the lines, “Take a look at 
me now, there’s just an empty space.” So these lovely ladies are looking for Jesus. 
They’ve come expecting to find a body. They’ve brought spices to cover the smell 
of decaying flesh in a landscape where decomposition occurs quickly. And as we 
look over their shoulders we see what they see- an empty space. We see the 
absence of Jesus’ body. 

[Illustration] Labor Day 2017, my family and I were in the family minivan coming 
back from Hayden Lake where we spent the day with the Gray family. As we 
pulled up to Coffin Corner, I prepared to turn right to head north on highway 395. 
I saw a Dodge pickup headed south and a nice Chevy SUV headed north, as I tried 
to see if there would be an opening behind the SUV for me to pull out into, a loud 
crash went through the darkness. The pickup had tried to turn in front of the SUV 
as it moved at over 60 miles per hour. The pickup was stuck in the middle of the 
road with a mangled front end, the SUV struggled to make it to the shoulder. All 
of this about 20 feet in front of us. Immediately, someone who was driving behind 
the SUV pulled over and sprinted toward that vehicle. The voices of young 
screaming children could be heard from the SUV. After putting the van in park I 
watched for oncoming traffic then made for the pickup across the broken glass 
and spilled vehicle fluids. They man who ran over there was beginning to extract 
the kids out of the back of the vehicle. Behind me in my minivan my children 
began screaming and crying. 

In the pickup, things looked bad, another witness was trying to hold the head and 
neck still of the unconscious female passenger. The driver was visibly injured and 
bloody and asked me to help him out of the truck. He was yelling to try to wake 
up his passenger as I wrenched on the door- even as I shook the whole vehicle, 



the door wouldn’t open. The other witness and I agreed that I should stop shaking 
the truck to prevent worsening any possible spinal injuries. I turned around and 
sprinted in my flip-flops toward the SUV to help pull the remaining people out of 
the car. The last child was being pulled out so I tried to help the driver- their 
mom. She was in such a state of shock that she couldn’t hear anything I was 
saying. She was able to crawl toward the back and out the back passenger door. 
At this point, emergency personnel were arriving on the scene. 

 As the trained professionals went to work- I found my wife assisting the 
injured mother and children on a blanket on the side of the road. I retreated to 
check on my own family. A police officer came over and asked me to fill out a 
witness statement- it was then that I realized I hadn’t actually seen the collision. I 
was looking away for a break in the traffic when it occurred.  

[Application] Do you notice how there were things I saw and things I didn’t see? 
Do you notice how there are details in some aspects but vagueness in others? Do 
you notice how I didn’t see the actual event but only the aftermath? Do you 
notice how I wasn’t any sort of hero- in fact, I was the least helpful of the three 
civilians who tried to assist the injured? These sorts of facts give the story 
authenticity. The story, at times inconvenient, makes the truth even more 
believable. That’s the story God has given us here of the resurrection of Jesus. 
Women who did not see the actual event- if they were making this all up, why not 
say they actually saw Him rise before their very eyes? Why mention seeing the 
stone, staring at the ground? Those details could have been left out and the story 
would have been just as true- but Luke includes what was seen and unseen by 
these women to help us believe. It rings of truth. Will you believe? 

 There may be a few of you here who are just skeptical, thanks for being 
here- this is a safe place for you to explore Christianity and Jesus. Some skeptics 
challenge this from the very beginning. They went to the wrong tomb- but if you 
look back at 23:55- the women saw the tomb where Jesus was laid. Why are they 
bringing spices, when Jesus has already been buried? Do you know, good faithful 
women in your life? You’ve vacuumed the floor and they are so thankful and 
appreciative, but then they turn the vacuum on and get the places you missed. 
You fold the laundry and they tell you good job, but then they take a few items 
out and refold them a certain and precise way. It’s like they are saying, “Good job! 



Now let me help you out and show you how it’s really done!” I think that’s what’s 
happening here. “Good job Joseph of Arimathea getting our Lord buried with 
dignity! Ladies, let’s come back and do it right after the Sabbath day of rest.” 

We’ve looked at something seen to help us believe in the Risen Son. With these 
women, we’ve used our eyes, now let’s use our ears as we turn to 

[Main Point 2] Something heard to help us believe 

The women are seeing things and they are having a hard time making sense of 
what is happening around them. Where is Jesus? They wonder. And we wonder. 
So we get an answer from the angels 

[Subpoint 1] We hear that Jesus has risen to new life 

Look with me at v. 5 and the beginning of v. 6- 

And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to 
them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but has 
risen…” 

Often when you study the Bible, the dialog is revealing the most important point. 
And the dialogue is what the women hear. It’s what we hear. Jesus is alive. He is 
not among the dead any longer. He has risen to new life. But while we’re hearing 
what is being told about the Son from the angels. While we’re hearing that Jesus 
is the risen Lord. So as we are being helped to believe. The women realize 
something else about what is being heard 

[Subpoint 2] We’ve heard this before 

These women, and those who read the earlier portions of Luke’s Gospel have 
heard Jesus predict His resurrection. Look with me at the end of v. 6 through v. 8 

“…Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man 
must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third 
day rise.” And they remembered his words, 

Jesus is more than a teacher. He is a Savior. What Jesus emphasized as His 
greatest achievement was going to the cross and being raised from the dead to 
save sinners. But these women are like us. We forget what we’ve heard- even if 
it’s the most important thing possible.  



[Application] Are you believing what you’ve heard? Christians, Psalm 1 talks about 
meditating on the word day and night and not sitting in the seat of scoffers. There 
have been times in my life where I have spent way too much time sitting in the 
seat of scoffers- who want to jab and beat on Christianity all the time. Don’t be 
afraid to engage with them- the truth is on our side- but if you are spending more 
time there than hearing what God has said you won’t find yourself encouraged.  

 Some of us need to note that the cross and resurrection were the core 
elements of Jesus’ teaching. He said wonderful things about love and life and 
nature. But the most essential aspect of Christianity is what Jesus told these 
women before- that the Son of Man, a divine figure in Judaism, would die on the 
cross for sinners and be raised from the dead. And that eternal life comes to 
those who recognize that they need someone to die in their place for the 
punishment of their sins. And that they need supernatural resurrection power to 
live life now and forevermore with the living Jesus Himself. This is what we as 
Christians call the “good news” that you are loved and saved not because of what 
you’ve done, but because of what Christ has done for you. The only requirement 
is that we take God at His Word and believe- and He’s giving us help today to do 
that. 

Believe in the Risen Son. In this passage we, like the women who are the main 
characters here have something seen to help us believe, and something heard to 
help us believe, now let’s look at 

[Main Point 3] Something said to help us believe 

The women not only heard and saw things- they spoke. What did they say? 

[Subpoint 1] The women said these things 

Look with me at vv. 9-10 

…and returning from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven and to all 
the rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James 
and the other women with them who told these things to the apostles 

The women spoke “these things.” These events. The actual historical fact of the 
resurrection was directly spoken by these women. In light of the “Me Too 
Movement” our culture in the last year or two has come face to face with the 



reality that women accurately expose true events- even when they are hard 
truths to hear. Here we have women who accurately expose true events. At this 
point in history it’s been said that women couldn’t even testify in court- yet to 
remain accurate Luke keeps the events as they were, even if it would have been 
more convincing to his original audience to have men on the scene. These women 
told the truth so that the disciples and us would believe. Will you believe them? 

But it’s not only the women who said something to help us believe- Luke, the 
author said something to help us believe. What did Luke say? 

[Subpoint 2] Luke said that investigation confirmed their story 

Look with me at vv. 11-12 

…but these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. But 
Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by 
themselves; and he went home marveling at what had happened.  

There’s a part of all of us that doesn’t want to believe this. We find that same 
attitude with the apostles. Peter did not believe the things the women said- so he 
went and investigated this himself. And Luke tells us that Peter’s investigation 
confirmed what the women said.  

[Illustration] Why would you bring a feather into space? Centuries ago, the great 
scientist Galileo was investigating gravity and claimed that any two objects 
dropped from the same height would fall at the same rate of speed and strike the 
ground at the same time- if there was no air resistance. You could drop a feather 
and a hammer and they would land at the same time. But on earth, thankfully, 
there is air. So the feather’s air resistance made a pure investigation into this fact 
essentially impossible. But in the summer of 1971 Apollo 15 commander David 
Scott conducted an investigation and performed the test on the moon- where the 
lack of air resistance confirmed Galileo’s theory on camera. The hammer and the 
feather are dropped and land at the same time. 

[Application] Peter investigated the claims of the women in the best way available 
to him at his time. And he confirmed the women’s story. But a part of us wants to 
claim that these people weren’t scientific. But they were scientific enough to 
understand inertia, that a large stone at rest stays at rest until acted on by an 
unbalanced force- that’s why it is noteworthy that the stone had been moved. 



They were scientific enough to know that when respiration in the lungs and 
circulation of the blood in the human body ceases a person is dead. These people 
weren’t wishfully thinking that Jesus was raised from the dead. They expected 
Jesus to be dead. That’s why they went to put spices on the body. That’s why 
Peter and the apostles didn’t believe the women’s story. But they came face-to-
face with the life changing reality that Jesus Christ, crucified for sinners, was now 
raised from the dead- and His body was not in the tomb.  

This is a reason to get up in the morning. Jesus has come and fully satisfied God’s 
wrath on the cross. He’s risen again to new life. He was seen or touched and 
spoken to by hundreds of people. And that same power that raised Him from the 
dead means that we will likewise be raised from the dead. That we will follow Him 
where He has gone- to Heaven. If the resurrection is not true, if this life is all there 
is, we are living pitiful lives. What are we hoping for? To live a long life into our 
80s or 90s and slowly have our bodies and minds break down- where we only 
have enough energy to get from bed to the kitchen table to the chair? And then 
what? If the hope of the resurrection is lost then even our greatest hopes at 
death are lost the best we can hope for is what Dave Matthews says in one of his 
songs: “Gravedigger, when you dig my grave. Will you make it shallow, so that I 
can feel the rain?” 

 The empty tomb gives real hope. The empty tomb tells you Christians that 
if this is your last Easter on earth, then you have only hope and life and power 
waiting for you in the resurrection life to come. In a sinless world where there are 
no coffin corners, no need for burial spices, no suffering. This is what comes to 
everyone who believes the women’s story. This is what comes to everyone who 
believes in the Risen Son. Let’s believe today.  

 

 

 


