
Our Covenant-Keeping God 

[Announce Text] Please keep your Bibles open to Daniel chapter 9. 

[Scripture Introduction] My name is Brett Sweet and I’m one of the pastors here. 
In the book of Daniel we find God’s people at a low point. They’ve been 
conquered in battle. They’ve been oppressed, living as slaves and captives for 
decades. God has been comforting the exiles- telling them that He is the one who 
reigns and rules- not the evil Babylonians. Beginning with the sermon on chapter 
7 a couple weeks ago, we find ourselves in the metaphor-rich and image-laden 
genre of apocalyptic literature. Where we must interpret mysterious sights with 
some reserve. For more tools on this, I’d invite you to take just a few minutes and 
listen to the first few minutes of last week’s sermon. But, the key is that the plain 
things are the main things.  

[Prayer for illumination] Please pray with me… 

[Illustration] Does a promise mean anything anymore? Do we actually expect 
people to be faithful to their word? This week, while searching for examples of 
people who faithfully kept their marriage vows in difficult circumstances, I was 
alarmed at what I found. The top hits on google, weren’t examples of faithfulness, 
they were questions posed by individuals. Asking for the collective wisdom of the 
internet. To give them permission to break their marriage covenant. Is it okay to 
cheat on my wife if I’m unhappy? Is it okay to leave my disabled husband? We’ve 
been miserable for years- I’ve given up hope! After years of difficulty and 
discouragement, shouldn’t we expect people to not be faithful? Isn’t that 
reasonable? 

 What if everybody lived this way? Where your promises meant nothing. 
Your college acceptance letter is meaningless. Your contract with your employer- 
wasted. No guarantees your house wouldn’t be foreclosed on, your food wouldn’t 
rot, your medical tests being accurate. No confidence with the goods you buy. No 
hope that your friends would pick you up at the airport. All in all, a hopeless 
existence.   

God, in the earliest books of the Bible, made a covenant- a solemn promise- 
with His people. They were bound to Him and He was bound to them. The story of 



the Bible is a story of people like us- the unfaithful- bound in a covenant to God- 
the faithful One.  

 In Daniel 9 we find Daniel trying to be faithful. Daniel is doing what faithful 
people do- he prays. After decades of captivity. When others gave up hope. When 
the only excitement usually had it’s roots in the terror of eminent death. And 
decades of monotony. Of work in a government job. Of trying to meet weekly 
with fellow believers. Daniel is still praying. Still hoping. And He’s praying big 
prayers. Will God be faithful to him? What gave him hope to keep going?  

[Proposition] God’s covenant faithfulness inspires hope. 

 In the first year of Darius’ reign, we get to see something remarkable. A 
man of God praying and pleading with God to act. A man who is looking to the 
future. A man who has faced disappointments in the past. A man who has hope in 
God’s faithfulness. But what does such hope look like? How would we know that 
someone has been inspired by God’s faithfulness to hope in the future? This text 
shows us two ways that we’ll focus on. God’s faithfulness motivates hopeful 
people to pray. God’s faithfulness gives hopeful people confidence. 

Let’s look first at how 

[Main Point 1] God’s covenant faithfulness motivates prayer. 

If we’re honest, few of us would consider ourselves to be people who live lives of 
constant prayer. It seems that Daniel would be a good model for us. But he was 
human like you and I are human. With weaknesses, sins, and distractions. But 
God’s faithfulness was a huge motivator for Daniel to continue to seek God. 

[Subpoint 1] When does God’s covenant faithfulness motivate prayer? Even when 
we’ve been unfaithful.  

How many times have you seen relationships in movies or books or real life fall 
apart because people are too proud to humble themselves and confess their sin 
and failings? Too proud to ask for forgiveness. As time goes by, the relationship 
deteriorates. Daniel is a humble man and he stands in the middle of a people who 
are unfaithful. Unfaithful over and over again. Listen to some of the verses: 

Verse 5: …we have sinned and done wrong and acted wickedly and rebelled, 
turning aside from your commandments and rules. 



Verse 6: We have not listened to your servants the prophets. 

Verse 7: they committed treachery against God. 

Verse 8: we have sinned against you. 

Verse 9: …we have rebelled against him. 

Verse 10: and have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God by walking in his 
laws. 

Verse 11: All Israel has transgressed your law and turned aside, refusing to obey 
your voice… 

Verse 13: …yet we have not entreated the favor of the LORD our God, turning from 
iniquities and gaining insight by your truth. 

Verse 15: …we have sinned, we have done wickedly. 

 Daniel confesses on behalf of God’s people. Those exiled in Babylon 
specifically but he speaks for God’s people since the Fall. We’ve sinned! We’ve 
been unfaithful! And yet, Daniel prays. We’re traitors to our promises. We haven’t 
listened. If God acts toward us the way we’ve acted toward Him, we are in 
trouble. Which poses a follow up question: 

[Subpoint 2] Why does God’s covenant faithfulness motivate prayer? Because 
God is faithful to His Word. 

Daniel is a saint in every meaning of the word. And yet he’s not so sanctimonious 
that he isn’t aware of current events in the world around him. He reads the words 
of Jeremiah (chapter 25). Jeremiah’s life overlapped his own and he sees that 
time is ticking down to the fulfillment of God’s promised end of Israel’s time in 
Babylon. And he looks back over Israel’s history and he prays to God with the 
covenant name that God calls Himself. The LORD- in all capital letters. YHWH. The 
name whose meaning is tied up in the fact that God will always do what He 
promises to do. Daniel looks around at God’s people in Babylon and he doesn’t 
think that it occurred through a random series of socio-political events. God’s 
people are not in Babylon because of poor economic weakness. God’s people are 
not in Babylon because of weak defenses and a weak military. God’s people are in 
Babylon because God gave them His Word. He gave them His Word in 



Deuteronomy 28 and following that if they obeyed Him, He would bless them. He 
gave them His Word that if they disobeyed Him He would curse them. And one 
of those curses would be being captured and hauled off to other nations.  

Verse 11-14- All Israel has transgressed your law and turned aside, refusing to 
obey your voice. And the curse and oath that are written in the Law of Moses the 
servant of God have been poured out upon us, because we have sinned against 
him. He has confirmed his words which he spoke against us and against our rulers 
who ruled us by bringing upon us a great calamity. For under the whole heaven 
there has not been done anything like what has been done against Jerusalem. As it 
is written in the Law of Moses, all this calamity has come upon us; yet we have not 
entreated the favor of the LORD our God, turning from our iniquities and gaining 
insight by your truth. 

Every Israelite longing for home. Every child being told of the good old days. Every 
unjust law. Every look to the setting Sun, knowing that God’s broken temple is 
somewhere over there. Every time a Jewish daughter was compelled to marry a 
polytheist Babylonian. Every time a young Israelite man was forced to become a 
eunuch. God said this would happen. All of these things were reminders to Daniel 
that God is faithful to His Word. So Daniel prayed. And Daniel knew that if God 
was faithful to His Word to discipline His people for their sin- God would also be 
faithful to His Word to answer in love. Listen to how that confidence caused him 
to open his prayer: 

v. 4- I prayed to the LORD my God and made confession, saying, “O Lord, the great 
and awesome God, who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love 
him and keep his commandments, 

[Illustration] May 21st 2008 was an exciting day for the family of contemporary 
Christian musician Steven Curtis Chapman. The family was getting together to 
celebrate their son Caleb’s high school graduation as well as the engagement of 
their daughter Emily just hours earlier. Then little 5-year old Maria, who had been 
adopted from China, ran out in front of her big brother Will’s car as he pulled into 
the driveway. He didn’t see her. Everyone knew it was serious. While she was 
being rushed to a hospital in Nashville- where she would be pronounced dead. 
Steven’s thoughts were not only with his dying daughter, but of his teenage son. 
So Steven said words that he doesn’t even remember saying but a family member 



told him later, “You rolled the window down and just, very loudly yelled 
really…with as much strength as you could muster and just said, ‘Will Franklin, 
your father loves you.’” 

[Application] Your father loves you. Even though someone is dead from your 
actions. Your father loves you. Even though our family will never be the same. 
Your father loves you. Even though you are so depressed that you want to die.  

 Daniel sees this. And because of this, he prays. Our father loves us. Even 
though your parents and leaders are great sinners (v. 6). Our father loves us. Even 
though this is all our fault (v.8). Your father loves you. Even though this suffering 
is caused by your sin (vv. 13-14). Your father loves you. Even though he warned us 
time and again (v. 10). Your father loves you even though you’re not righteous.  

Daniel prays because God is faithful to His word even when His people have been 
unfaithful. God says in His Word that He loves us. He is the LORD, the LORD, a 
God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and 
faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty. 

 When we know this, we’re motivated to pray. God has made us promises in 
His Word. He has tied up His very glory in keeping them. Do you pray like Daniel 
does in v. 19- “God, act for your own sake”? “God, your Word says you love me, 
will you please hear my prayer? God, your Word says that I am no longer a slave 
to sin- Will you help me put this sin to death, today? God, your Word says that 
you heal, Will you please heal this loved one of mine? God, your Word says that 
you are present with me wherever I go, will you please give me boldness to talk to 
others about Jesus? Lord, your Word says that your gospel is the power of God for 
salvation- will you please release that power on my children or my parents? Lord, 
your Word says that you will fill the whole world with your glory- please do that. 
Lord, your Word says that your people will be known by their love for one 
another. For your own sake, will you help us love one another?” God is faithful to 
keep His Word, don’t be afraid to go to your Father who loves you and lovingly 
argue with Him to keep His Word for His own glory. He likes that. It shows that 
you listen to Him. It shows that you are growing in your faith in Him. 



Do you see how God’s faithfulness inspires hope by motivating us to pray? But 
that’s not the only way God’s faithfulness gives us hope. How else does God’s 
faithfulness give us hope? 

[Main Point 2] God’s covenant faithfulness gives us confidence.  

Because God is faithful we can have confidence in Him and in what it means to be 
His children.  

[Subpoint 1] How does God’s covenant faithfulness give us confidence? It shows 
that He is faithful to listen now. 

Daniel is praying according to God’s Word. Confessing his own sin and the sin of 
his people and before he is even done praying he gets an answer- while he was 
still speaking and praying. The Angel Gabriel is sent to speak to him and tell him 
that his prayers are being heard. And, even from the very beginning of the prayer, 
God has heard him praying. And God listens and answers- because He loves 
Daniel. Listen to v. 23 

At the beginning of your pleas for mercy a word went out, and I have come to tell 
it to you, for you are greatly loved. 

Certainly the immediate response of an angel is unusual. It was unusual for Daniel 
too. God’s prophet. Praying for decades. And something like this is mentioned 
because it is rare. But the fact that God is faithful to listen to the prayers of His 
people now is a truth supported by the whole of Scripture for the same reason as 
we heard earlier. Because God loves us. Even though we’ve been unfaithful. 

So God’s covenant faithfulness shows us that He is listening to you now, in the 
present- even if it seems like nobody else is listening. 

[Subpoint 2] How else does God’s faithfulness give us confidence? It shows that 
He will be faithful into the future.  

Now we get to the climax of the story. Daniel was praying about the future and 
God, supernaturally, gives Daniel insight into the future. So we arrive at vv. 24-27, 
which some have claimed to be the most difficult passage of Scripture in the Old 
Testament. It tells us to have confidence in God’s purpose and plan. It tells us, 
generally, that we don’t need to fear. Even when there are difficulties. It tells us 
there will be key players. It tells us that God will be faithful to us into the future.  



Since the text is in front of us and staring us in the face, it would be irresponsible 
and disrespectful to God for me to pretend like it’s not there. These verses have 
been called a swamp. Let me wade into this swamp briefly.  

24 “Seventy weeks[c] are decreed about your people and your holy city, to 
finish the transgression, to put an end to sin, and to atone for iniquity, to bring in 
everlasting righteousness, to seal both vision and prophet, and to anoint a most 
holy place.[d]  

The goal of the prophecy is clear in v. 24 and it has six things: 1. To finish the 
transgression. 2. To put an end to sin. 3. To atone for iniquity. 4. To bring in 
everlasting righteousness. 5. To seal both vision and prophet. And 6. To anoint a 
most holy. 

But this is going to take some time. 70 7s. But there is good stuff coming. There is 
going to be an end to transgression and sin. Iniquity will be atoned for- through 
the work of Jesus Christ. Righteousness rather than injustice will rule. The Old 
Testament will be fulfilled. The Messiah will come.   

25 Know therefore and understand that from the going out of the word to restore 
and build Jerusalem to the coming of an anointed one, a prince, there shall be 
seven weeks. Then for sixty-two weeks it shall be built again[e] with squares and 
moat, but in a troubled time.  

In the process of this happening, the rebuilding of the city and temple is going to 
occur but with difficulty during a troubled time. I think this is the fulfillment of 
what Daniel expects regarding God’s covenant- that the temple will be rebuilt. 

26 And after the sixty-two weeks, an anointed one shall be cut off and shall have 
nothing. And the people of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the 
sanctuary. Its[f] end shall come with a flood, and to the end there shall be 
war. Desolations are decreed. 27 And he shall make a strong covenant with many 
for one week,[g] and for half of the week he shall put an end to sacrifice and 
offering. And on the wing of abominations shall come one who makes desolate, 
until the decreed end is poured out on the desolator.” 

I think that verses 26 and 27 are parallels to one another. The first portion of both 
verses referring to Jesus and the second portion of both verses referring to future 
Roman Emperor Titus who destroyed Jerusalem in 70AD. An anointed one- which 



is the meaning of the word Messiah or Christ- is going to be cut off- meet a 
violent end. In the process of these events he’s going to make a strong covenant- 
which I’ll mention in a moment.  

Likewise, there is going to be immense destruction. Titus is going to come in and 
in 70AD conquer and destroy Jerusalem and the temple effectively ending the war 
with free Jews. 

Now, let us zoom out and look at the house before we get too distracted with the 
knickknacks. That phrase 70 7s would almost certainly not be taken literally as 
490 years. In fact, Jesus used that true expression Himself when talking about 
forgiving one another- in a nonliteral and imprecise way. When the original 
audience would have heard about 7s, I think their minds would have gone back to 
the covenant with God. In that covenant was this idea of the Year of Jubilee. After 
seven 7s of years (49 years), faithful Israelites were to have a Year of Jubilee on 
that 50th year. In that Year of Jubilee property was to revert back to the original 
owner or family. Jewish slaves were to be released. Debts were to be cancelled. 
The land was to have a year of rest from being sown, pruned, plowed, etc.  

This was the great release! You were in debt and had to sell your property and 
become an indentured servant to your neighbor to survive. Boom! Year of Jubilee 
comes and debts are cancelled! You can go home! You are free! Now, not seven 
7s but 70 7s are being talked about. A fullness- 10 Jubilee Eras. And what is going 
to happen in these 70 7s? Freedom.   

Isaiah 61:1-2 describes the fulfillment of this Jubilary year idea 

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me 
to bring good news to the poor;[a] he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who 
are bound;[b]2 to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, and the day of vengeance 
of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 

And Jesus comes along in Luke 4, stands up, reads this text and says that in their 
hearing this is being fulfilled. 

So what has led to the captivity, slavery, oppression of Daniel and his people? Sin. 
Sin always leads to sadness. So what must lead to freedom? The end of sin. So 
when Jesus, the anointed one, is cut off violently by dying on the cross He does 



what is needed to lead to true freedom. Kill sin at the root. Not through our good 
works. Through His work alone. Freeing captives. When you are a captive slave, 
you are in such a spot because you can’t free yourself. You need someone else to 
free you. And Jesus makes this promise to those who will follow Him. 

So Daniel is being told that God will keep His covenant. It’s not exactly how Daniel 
might expect but the covenant blessings are coming in the future. If God kept His 
Word regarding the curses, God is now giving Daniel His Word for the blessings. 
And living this side of Christ’s first coming, we see even more of God’s promises 
kept.  

[Illustration] When I was in 5th grade Evie Fuller was having a birthday party. Evie 
was the funniest girl in our class and probably the most joyful. And Evie had Down 
Syndrome. She brought invitations to everyone in class. And everyone said that 
they would go. I really didn’t want to go to Evie’s birthday party, but all my friends 
said they were going. So I gave her my word too. Evie wouldn’t even remember if 
I kept my promise. But when the day came, my parents were good parents- they 
made me stay faithful to the promise I made to Evie. I got a call from a friend 
asking for a ride, so my dad drove the two of us out in his pickup to Evie’s log 
house near a small lake. We arrived to find Evie’s house fully decorated. All her 
family was there- including her sisters who were grown and had moved away. 
Dozens of burgers and hot dogs ready to be eaten. Evie’s favorite movie the 
Sandlot playing on the VCR. But something we didn’t find were our classmates- 
none of them. It was Evie, Andy Belzer who we gave a ride to, and me. Dozens of 
promises made only two of them kept. So Andy and I ate burgers, watched the 
Sandlot and played basketball with Evie. She cried when it was time for us to 
leave. And her family never forgot it. When I providentially was seated next to 
Evie’s dad when we were both receiving chemotherapy, 15 years later, all I had to 
do was mention my name, and he smiled and laughed. When Evie was dying in 
the last year, Evie’s sister reached out to me to write her a card. A year after that 
first birthday party, when the next birthday party came around, guess who got an 
invitation and who didn’t? Andy Belzer and I got invitations to the future party 
because we had kept our word in the past.  

[Application] God’s covenant faithfulness in keeping his promises in the past 
means that God will keep His promises for the future. God has bound Himself to 



Christians through the New Covenant. Through the infinite price of Jesus’ death 
on the cross. He has promised to atone for sin even though Jesus would have to 
pay the price. He made a costly covenant and remained faithful. In the book of 
Jeremiah. The one Daniel was reading in the events described here, there is the 
promise of a New Covenant- one that gives His people new hearts! A new heart 
with a supernatural power to help you repent of sins and grow in your ability to 
keep your word to God and others. When you repent of your sins and turn to Him 
in true faith, God covenants with you. He promises to never leave you, no matter 
what comes in your future. He promises to remove your sins from you forever. He 
promises to reveal Himself to you in His Word. He promises to give wisdom to you 
when you ask for it. He promises to grow you in love toward Himself and the 
people around you. He promises to give you everything you need. He promises to 
use everything that happens to you for your good- to make you like Jesus. He 
promises to bring you into the fullness of His Kingdom when He returns again. He 
promises that He you will get to see His face and experience His glory- where 
there is fullness of joy and pleasures forevermore. Look forward to this eternal 
Jubilee. Full rest, full freedom, full justice are coming. 

[Conclusion] We aren’t hopeless. Even while the world around us is full of people 
who don’t keep their word. We have hope in prayer. We have a confident hope 
because the most important promises are made to us by the One True God who 
covenants with us and will always be faithful to keep His Word.  


