
The End of Persecution is Coming 

[Announce Text] Please keep your Bibles open to Daniel chapter 8. 

[Scripture Introduction] My name is Brett Sweet and I’m one of the pastors here. 
In the book of Daniel we find God’s people at a low point. They’ve been 
conquered in battle. They’ve been oppressed, living as slaves and captives for 
decades. God has been comforting the exiles- telling them that He is the one who 
reigns and rules- not the evil Babylonians. Beginning with last week’s sermon on 
chapter 7, we find ourselves in the metaphor-rich and image-laden genre of 
apocalyptic literature. Where we must interpret mysterious sights with some 
reserve. For more tools on this, I’d invite you to take just a few minutes and listen 
to the first few minutes of last week’s sermon. But, the key is that the plain things 
are the main things.  

[Prayer for illumination] Please pray with me… 

[Illustration] Soon Ok Lee was a loyal Communist party member in North Korea in 
the 1980s- then she was framed by a crooked official she was sent to prison and 
suffered immensely. While under the control of evil men and a corrupt 
government she endured and saw horrendous treatment of God’s image bearers. 
In her story Eyes of the Tailless Animals, she said that while everyone was treated 
horrible in Khechen Prison, there is one group treated worse than all others- 
Christians. 

Persecution of Christians on the scale occurring in North Korea is almost 
beyond imagining. Lee tells of how eight Christian prisoners, working in a smelter. 
Who refused to deny Christ. Faced persecution to the end. When they refused to 
comply with the threats and demands of their persecutor, they were forced to lie 
face down on the hard floor. The guard exerted his control and commanded other 
prisoners to bring 1200 degree molten iron from the smelter and pour it on the 
Christians. The prisoners complied.  

Suddenly, the smell of burning flesh assailed my nostrils. The bodies began 
to shrivel from the intense heat as the liquid metal burned right through their 
flesh. I fell to the ground and almost fainted from shock. The impact on me was so 
tremendous that I screamed as if I were crazy. Other prisoners in the factory 
screamed in horror as the eight Christians died. 



Pray for our brothers and sisters in North Korea. Thank God that we don’t 
face this level of persecution. But Christians are promised some level of 
persecution. If you are a Christian you can be sure that you will face some level of 
persecution in the future. If that’s the case why even stay true to Jesus? What will 
help us endure? If you knew that you would be killed with molten metal for being 
a Christian would you still sign up for this? I think those North Koreans still would 
have.    

 In chapter 8 of Daniel, Daniel and his friends and family in exile. They are 
being told time and time again that God is in control of history. That, the 
kingdoms of this world, as evil and oppressive as they may be, will come to an 
end. That God will set up His eternal kingdom of righteousness and peace. But 
God is an honest God, and the Bible is an honest book. So God knows what’s 
coming for His people and He speaks to them and us today and He will show in 
Daniel 8 that 

[Proposition] Since God controls history, trust that persecution will come to an 
end. 

 God is a good Father. He is honest with His children about the way the 
world works. He knows that we can better function when we have both 
encouragement and warning. And loving and honest people deserve to be 
trusted. They’ve earned it. So that’s what we are after today- trust that God 
controls history, trust God in the terrors of persecution, and trust God to the 
end. (Repeat, elaborate, etc). 

First, 

[Main Point 1] Trust that God controls history.  

Daniel has another vision. Last week’s vision was of mutant predators. This week 
we have something we might see between the fence lines of a rural farm. But in 
the vision, Daniel himself is in a strange place. He has been transported from 
Babylon to Susa- the future capital of Persia. And while he is there he sees two 
animals that represent future world powers. These two animals are reminders for 
the Jewish exiles in Babylon, and us, to trust in God’s sovereign control of history. 
We can do this first by remembering that  

[Subpoint 1] God controls when nations gain power. 



In the vision, Daniel looks up and sees a ram standing on the bank of the canal 
outside Susa. And it has two horns, as we’d expect. And horns tend to be symbols 
of power. One of these horns is larger than the other. Verse 20 tells us that this 
refers to the Medo-Persian dynasty that would follow the Babylonian empire. 
The thought being that the larger horn represents the stronger Persian portion 
(which is also why I believe the bear in chapter 7 that is higher on one side is also 
the Medo-Persian empire). This ram is strong and is crushing everything in his 
way. He’s extending his rule to the north, south, and west- where God’s people 
are. If there’s anything in his way- not for long. He’s going to run them over and 
knock them to the ground. And we are told that nothing can rescue from his 
power. Until a goat trots onto the scene from the west. An unusual goat because 
he has a noticeable large horn between his eyes- almost like we’d imagine a 
unicorn. Then this goat really gets moving- so fast it doesn’t even seem like his 
feet are touching the ground. He’s moving like a missile toward the ram and the 
ram is easily defeated in a head-on battle. And the goat tramples on the body of 
the ram. We are then told in v. 21 that this is the nation of Greece, with the 
great horn representing the first king- Alexander the Great. God controls when 
the ram of Persia gains power and God controls when the goat of Greece gains 
power. 

But, as we see 

[Subpoint 2] God controls when nations lose power. 

The ram that represents Persia seems unstoppable until the goat of Greece 
arrives. V. 4 tells us that “there was no one who could rescue from his power.” 
But then along comes someone from hundreds of miles away and the Persians are 
crushed by the Greeks. So then Greece, under Alexander, rises and is able to 
extend his empire all the way to India with unprecedented speed. But the great 
conqueror- Alexander. Represented by the horn. As he is exceedingly great. When 
he was strong as v. 8 tells us. Is broken. Persia loses its power when Greece 
conquers them. Greece begins to lose its power when their military leader dies in 
his early 30s. But how do we know that God is in control of all of this? 

First, we know that God controls when nations gain and lose power because the 
whole book of Daniel and the whole Bible tells us this. Second, the events in this 
vision are, some of them, centuries in the future. At this point in time this was 



written. During the 530s BC, the events seen here are hundreds of years in the 
future. Persia is slight in significance compared to Babylon. Greece, isn’t even 
Greece for another 200 years when Alexander’s father Philip begins to unify the 
various city-states after years of war. Then, as we’ll see, the very detailed 
information about the goat’s little horn is about four-and-a-half centuries in the 
future for Daniel. The only way someone could truly know this level of detail of 
the future is if they are in complete control to ensure that the future actually 
happens.  

[Illustration] When I was a kid, I loved playing chess. Since other people in my 
family were doing more important things, I usually had to place chess on the 
computer. My usual opponent was Chessmaster 3000. A composite program that 
was the most difficult of all available opponents. I never beat Chessmaster 3000. 
The worst part about playing against the computer would be that the blasted 
thing would announce its victory ahead of time. “5 moves to checkmate. 4 moves 
to check mate. 3 moves to checkmate.” Oftentimes, when the first announcement 
of my impending defeat was announced, I was in complete shock. “No, way! I 
know I’m not playing my best, but I’ve got more than 4 moves left in my future.” 
The computer’s moves usually necessitated the moves I would make. I had to 
move a certain way- and Chessmaster knew it. The only time the computer was 
ever wrong was when I made such a blunder that I accelerated my defeat. “5 
moves to checkmate.” I move. Computer moves “2 moves to checkmate.” What 
happened to moves 4 and 3? I couldn’t see the future, but Chessmaster could. 
Norway’s Magnus Carlsen, the number one chess player in the world, is usually 
thinking 15-20 moves ahead. It’s like he can see the future.  

[Application] On the chessboard of world history, God sees the future. God sees 
the future because God controls the future. Some will argue that God is like a 
chess Grandmaster who doesn’t control things, but is simply so smart and 
experienced that He can anticipate them with accuracy. That’s not what the Bible 
teaches. We are told that God actually controls the future and that this is 
compatible with humans acting precisely as their inner natures desire. How did 
you get here? God has kept you alive. Through God’s control He saw that your 
dad didn’t get killed doing stupid stuff as a teenager. He made sure that your 
grandfather and great-grandfather made it through the wars. He ensured that 
your grandmother survived the illness she had as a child. They survived 



epidemics, bombings, massacres, and drownings. He brought some of your 
ancestors from England, from Germany, from Africa, from China to move to this 
country and meet your other ancestors who came from Italy or Portugal or Japan 
or were native Americans. Other people’s family lines ended due to premature 
death- but not yours. None of you are illegitimate- regardless of the scandals that 
brought you to this life. He has been protecting you since before you were born. 
You can trust Him. He controls history.  

But this is not identical to fate. There is a personal God who is in control. A God 
who loves the people made in His image to the point of giving His own Son to 
purchase them on the cross. If He is in control of history over individuals He 
controls the history of nations. 

Not only should we trust that God controls history, Daniel 8 also tells us to 

[Main Point 2] Trust God in the terrors of persecution.  

This is something incredibly difficult to do. We sometimes experience persecution 
in this culture- but it’s mostly light. So let’s take a look at persecution. 

[Subpoint 1] First there is persecution by the powerful. 

We are told that Alexander is incredibly powerful and then he dies. And sure 
enough, since he really didn’t have an heir, his empire was divided among four 
generals based on geographic regions- like four horns. And out of one of these, 
there will be one that arises with great power. He is powerful- v. 24 tells us. He 
understands riddles v. 23 says- He’s smart and uses that intelligence for evil. He 
is powerful enough that he can kill a lot of people- part of a host v. 10 says, 
mighty men v. 24. And v. 24 says that he shall cause destruction and succeed in 
what he does. This may come to a surprise to some of you, but there is almost 
unanimous agreement that we know who this person was. His name was 
Antiochus IV Epiphanes and he ruled from 175-164 BC- about three and a half 
centuries after Daniel.  

When the Jewish people were allowed to go back to Jerusalem they were later 
conquered by the Greeks under Alexander. When Alexander died, the part of the 
empire that ruled over them were led by a group of people called the Seleucids. 
Antiochus was in the line of the Seleucids. While in the royal family, he got his 
power through assassinating others who stood in his way. He was a brutal, brutal 



man who amassed and extended his power as this text describes and used it 
especially by persecuting Jews. 

So while we try to trust God in the terrors of persecution let’s look at what 
persecution can actually be like. 

[Subpoint 2] Second, the persecution of God’s people.  

In chapter 8 we see some characteristics of what persecution looks like. It looks 
like the physical attacks on God’s people in verses 24-25 that involves the 
destruction of mighty men. An attack on God’s people- the hosts referenced in 
the vision. The book of Maccabees, a book that’s not part of the Bible, tells of a 
massacre of 80,000 victims in three days. 40,000 dying by violence and many 
being sold into slavery. Additionally, persecution of God’s people is an attack on 
worship. The text tells us in v. 12 that truth will be thrown to the ground and 
that deceit will prosper. This is likely a reference to the burning of the Old 
Testament law- the Torah that was banned under Antiochus. The persecution of 
worship also involves forbidding obedience such as circumcision as commanded 
in the Old Testament. Most especially, this persecution involved taking control of 
the Temple where worship was to take place. Removing the daily burnt offerings 
as v. 13, offering unclean sacrifices like pigs on the alter instead. And perhaps 
putting an image of Zeus in the temple so that the Holy place reserved for the 
worship of the true LORD is now being used to offer sacrifices of worship to a 
false god. So persecution involves physical violence and an attack on worship. 
Finally, the persecution of God’s people is an attack on God Himself. Verse 25 
tells of an attack on the Prince of princes- God Himself. We see this in the New 
Testament, Jesus has come to be the substitute for His people. Then, when Saul of 
Tarsus is persecuting the church in Syria, Jesus appears to Saul in Acts 9 and asks 
Saul why are you persecuting “me?” 

[Illustration] I had a friend in high school who was a very talented musician. He 
led worship at the church his dad pastored and he knew some fairly famous 
Christian musicians. He wrote Christian songs. He went on mission trips around 
the world. There were quite a few of us who were popular and appeared to be 
Christian, so it was cool for him to be a Christian. And when it is cool to be a 
Christian it is very dangerous. Because you don’t have to show your true loyalty- 
whether it’s to Jesus or to being popular. When he went to a Christian Bible 



college a combination of stressors appeared. And he was told by the powerful 
music industry that his commitment to Christian music was limiting the career 
that he desired. He was facing a small level of persecution. So he left the faith. 
Now most would say that he is very successful. He’s sung the national anthem at a 
Seahawks game. He’s performed on numerous talk shows like Ellen and Conan. 
He’s helped contestants on American Idol. But God the Holy Spirit was not at 
work in his heart. He wasn’t prepared to choose between being cool, achieving his 
professional dreams, and standing up to persecution. Even light persecution. 

[Application] Are we prepared for persecution from the powerful in our career 
fields? From the powerful government? From the powerful court of public 
opinion? Do we believe that God is still good if we aren’t healthy, wealthy, or 
comfortable? Are we willing to risk bodily harm to follow in Christ’s footsteps? 
Are we willing to stand for Christ in the face of certain death when a simple denial 
of our allegiance to Him would save our lives? Are you willing to be hungry if your 
employer threatens your livelihood unless you violate your conscience? Are you 
prepared to be beaten, spit on, screamed at, or even shot at because you are one 
of God’s people. All of this has happened in our country in recent years. It is much 
worse in other parts of the world. Are we ready to face trials when the truth of 
Christianity is thrown to the ground? How will you respond when your college 
professor says that you can’t trust the Bible? When your family calls you foolish 
for giving money away? When your teammates blame you because you were at 
church instead of the game? When the celebrity that you respect or the person 
you have a crush on thinks that the worship of God by obedience to his plans for 
sexuality is stupid, hateful, or on the wrong side of history?  

But please recognize that just because you are treated poorly does not necessarily 
mean you are being persecuted. You could get fired because of your own laziness 
or an economic downturn- it may not have to do with your faith. It could be that 
you have no friends not because you are a Christian, but because you are a jerk. 

But you and me are like my friend. If we’re honest, we don’t have the strength to 
stand up to persecution- even when it’s light. My friend couldn’t see that, 
because of the cross, Jesus would accept him regardless of his level of fame. He 
couldn’t see that by trusting Christ he could stand in the presence of someone 
greater than funny talk show hosts- God Himself. He didn’t see that his obedience 



to the most powerful God would lead to more happiness than obedience to the 
powerful music industry. God tells him this in His Word- but my friend didn’t trust 
God when faced with persecution. Whose approval really matters? Human 
approval shifts with the winds of culture and shouldn’t be trusted. But God is 
faithful forever and is always trustworthy- even while you are being persecuted. 
When these truths penetrate our hearts we are willing to suffer in love for the 
one who suffered for us. 

Maybe you are here and you are so sick of Christian hypocrisy. You are right to 
feel that way. So you want to smear the name of every Christian. You want to get 
them back for the way they’ve treated you. I’m sorry that you’ve been treated 
that way. But be careful- as flawed and sinful as we are- Jesus loves us very much. 
He sees an attack on His people as an attack on Himself. And He has been given 
authority to draw people to Heaven or to send people to Hell. This should be of 
special caution to us because Jesus said that whoever isn’t with Him is against 
Him. There is no ground for the neutrality and indecisiveness that we often want. 

We’re now in a bit of a dilemma though. God’s people who are persecuted in 
Babylon are getting close to being free. Now they are promised more persecution 
in the future. Furthermore, we see the nature of persecution, and, if we’re honest 
we fail in the face of it. Even light persecution. We’re being told to trust God. 
How?  

[Main Point 3] Trust God to the end. 

The events described in Daniel 8 are future for the original audience. They are in 
the past for us. How could telling people that they are going to face great evil,  
including death. Including the desecration or their place of worship? Including the 
truth that this evil person would succeed in what he does? Actually encourage 
trust? Because this persecution will come to an end.  

Let’s look first at  

[Subpoint 1] The Bringer of the end. 

The persecutors of the Church in Jerusalem, North Korea, or anywhere else are 
not out of God’s control- as mysterious as that is. We see here, that even 
someone as evil as Antiochus Epiphanes, has power that only is derived from God. 
Notice that when two “holy ones” are talking to one another in vv. 13-14 about 



the sight in front of them they are asking about the transgression that makes 
desolate,” they mention that the evil horn has had the sanctuary and the people 
“given over” to him. He doesn’t take control, it’s given to him- a reference to 
God, the source of all power. Then, when the power is taken away, we are told 
that he shall be broken- but by “no human hand.” A reference to God’s action in 
ending the rule of the evil persecutors as we saw in chapter 2. God is the Bringer 
of the end. We can trust Him.  

So God is going to bring the time of persecution to an end- that’s actually what v. 
19 means- not the end of time, but the end of the time period being discussed. 
And those 2300 evenings and mornings is probably a figurative, round number as 
is common in Apocalyptic literature. But what it means is that this persecution 
can be calculated in the number of days, not decades or centuries, and God 
knows exactly when that will be. Because He will bring the end of persecution.  

But what then? Let’s look at  

[Subpoint 2] The result of the end.  

When the persecution comes to an end, v. 27 tells us that “the sanctuary shall be 
restored to its rightful state.” The worship of God will continue. God’s people 
won’t be defeated- even in the midst of bloody persecution. That’s what 
happened. After Antiochus’ death, the temple was returned to its proper status 
and sacrifices were offered for two hundred more years. But what of their 
worship now? 

Jesus looked at the impressive temple and said that it would be destroyed after 
his lifetime and then raised again on the third day. People didn’t know it at the 
time, but He was talking about His own body. Where the sacrifices and offerings 
were made to seek God’s favor and show that blood and death were needed to 
satisfy God’s righteous wrath, Jesus presented His own body as the sacrifice and 
was raised on the third day. Where, for centuries, the temple was the meeting 
place between God and man Jesus became the Mediator so that Holy God and 
sinful man could meet. Since Jesus was and is fully and truly man He could pay the 
penalty for our sins since it’s mankind that sinned against God. Since Jesus was 
and is truly God, His sacrifice is of infinite value- bridging the chasm caused by our 
sin. So that when the temple was destroyed again in 70AD, true worship hasn’t 
stopped. The result is that we can worship God to the end of this life. No matter 



where we are. And, when we see a picture of Heaven, where now there is no 
persecution and when God’s kingdom of Heaven is brought to earth at the full 
and final end, we see worship continuing forever. Which is precisely what this 
same angel Gabriel describes about Jesus’ kingdom in Luke- of his (Jesus) kingdom 
there will be no end.” An end to persecution here. But then a time when there 
will be no end to peace, love, and joy.   

[Illustration] We’ve all experienced the joy of struggles coming to an end. The end 
of difficult week. The end of the school year and the first day of summer. The end 
of your career and a future of retirement. The end of a diet. The end of an illness. 
The end of that horrible job and the beginning of a new one.  

[Application] God knew the end of the persecution by Antiochus Epiphanes 
before it even began. There is an end coming. The time coming to the end is 
numbered precisely by God- to the day. There is an end coming because God 
controls history and will bring suffering and persecution for Christians to an end. 
So even with the promise that we will face persecution, we can proceed in faith 
knowing that it will end. No unfinished house projects here. Jesus, we’re told, 
loved His people to the end- knowing that that end would be the cross. Death by 
persecution. But Jesus knew that as horrible as it would be He knew that there 
would be an end to His suffering and an eternity of glory to follow. We can trust 
that our and all Christian persecution will come to an end when Jesus establishes 
His kingdom in its fullness.  

But if you are not a Christian, this promise actually doesn’t apply to you. You need 
to put your trust in the God of history, Jesus Christ, to avoid facing an eternity of 
the sort of suffering described in Daniel 8. We are all alike in the fact that we 
deserve an end that involves punishment for our sins. The question comes down 
to trust. Will you trust in yourself or will you trust in Jesus.  

If you are a Christian, you can endure persecution without hate toward your 
persecutors because you know that it will be brought to an end. It might be a long 
month, but payday is almost here. It may have been a difficult school year but it’s 
June and summer vacation is in sight. It might have been a long four years, but 
there’s another election coming soon. Keep your eye on the soon-coming end.  

[Conclusion] Since God controls history, we can trust that persecution will come 
to an end. That’s what another North Korean believer is doing. Trusting in God’s 



rule of history. “We put our hope in the place that God prepared for us before He 
even created the world. Until we reach that place, we will keep going forward.” 

 

 

 

   


