
Find comfort in God’s victory over evil 

[Announce Text] Please keep your Bibles open to Daniel chapter 7. 

[Scripture Introduction] My name is Brett Sweet and I’m one of the pastors here. 
In the book of Daniel we find God’s people at a low point. They’ve been 
conquered in battle. They’ve been oppressed, living as slaves and captives for 
decades. God has been comforting the exiles- telling them that He is the one who 
reigns and rules- not the evil Babylonians. Today we have a text that signals a 
major shift in the book.  

The first six chapters of Daniel were historical narrative. The facts are held plainly 
before us and explained. We see people that can be placed in specific moments in 
history at specific places on earth. In these chapters we’ve seen immense levels of 
human evil and how these humans work in opposition to God’s people. In chapter 
7 we move to a new genre of Scripture known as apocalyptic literature. In 
Apocalyptic literature we move from human evil, which will still continue to be 
evident, to the evil spiritual forces that stand behind this human evil. It’s a cosmic 
struggle that goes beyond what our eyes see in front of us.  

The word “Apocalyptic” comes from the Greek word that simply means 
“revelation”- something is being revealed. Something TRUE is being revealed. But 
these truths are revealed in a different way through pictures and metaphors. So 
we need to immerse ourselves in the sights that we’ll encounter in the coming 
weeks. A picture is worth a thousand words- but sometimes pictures are less clear 
than a thousand words of description. Sometimes we need the things we see to 
be explained to us. And, sometimes, God does not give us precise analysis of the 
sights we see. This does not make it less true.  

Since pictures and metaphors are used, there should be a note of caution about 
pressing certain details such as numbers too far or demanding that unexplained 
things have an explanation. If we were to go to the movies, we would watch a 
documentary, say about Abraham Lincoln one way and we would watch a science 
fiction movie another. We don’t treat Star Wars as factual history about events 
that happened long, long ago in a galaxy far, far away. Science fiction is the 
closest genre we have to ancient Apocalyptic literature- so we should have a 
similar mindset. But the glorious difference is that rather than this being science 
fiction we are dealing with biblical fact. It’s true. What is true about Apocalyptic 



literature is that the “Plain things are the main things,” as Alister Begg says. So we 
will focus on the main things. If anyone has ever bought or sold a house, they 
know that sometimes homes are “staged.” The realtor brings in furniture and 
décor to help people get a feel for the house. But the purpose of the décor is to 
see the house. That is my job and goal as we work through the remainder of the 
book. My goal is to lead you through the house and see it, not stop and stare at 
every knickknack. The knickknack of details may be interesting, but we are meant 
to see the house.  

Finally, something very, very important. Apocalyptic literature is always treated in 
the Bible as a source of joy and optimism. This is because of God’s victory. Always. 
So any preachers, teachers, authors, or friends that look at books like Zechariah, 
Daniel 7-12, or John’s Revelation with fear and concern are missing the whole 
point. These chapters are bringing us incredible news. Encouraging news. Glorious 
news. Let’s get started and listen to this news. Let’s immerse ourselves in these 
incredible sights and sounds. But first…  

[Prayer for illumination] Please pray with me… 

[Illustration] Do you ever wish you could just travel and take it easy? Take a nice 
comfortable trip? I hear France is nice. One of the great places to visit in France is 
Lyon in eastern France where the Rhone and Saone rivers meet. There are 
beautiful churches and fine dining. Not far outside is the ancient historic site built 
by the Romans- the Amphitheatre of the Three Gauls. Now that would be a place 
for a history buff to see. Perhaps some of you will go there someday. But there 
was a time in the past when that Amphitheatre would have been the last place 
you’d want to visit if you were a Christian.  

 Around the year 177 persecution of Christians was at a height. Christians 
were face to face with evil Roman legions who sought to do anything possible to 
have them turn from their faith. These evil people did everything possible to 
remove comfort from the Christians. And some loved comfort so much they 
denied Christ and the gospel in the face of evil. But those who stayed faithful 
found comfort in Christ. Even while it seemed evil would be victorious. Listen to 
the great church historian, Eusebius tell a story of one young lady: she’s become 
known as “Blessed Blandina.” 



 There was concern that this small woman would be able to bear the evil 
she faced and still maintain her confession to Christ in the weakness that would 
come about through torture. All were afraid for her. “Blandina was filled with 
such power that those who tortured her from morning to night grew exhausted 
and admitted that they were beaten, for they had nothing left to do to her. They 
were astounded that she was still alive, since her whole body was smashed and 
lacerated, and they claimed that any one of the tortures was enough to end life, 
let alone a succession of them augmented. But the blessed woman, like a noble 
athlete, gained in strength while confessing the faith and found comfort for her 
sufferings by saying, “I am a Christian, and nothing wicked happens among us.””  

 She found comfort in the face of horrendous evil. How? Blandina must have 
seen more than what was right in front of her. That’s the picture we get in Daniel 
7. Brutality. Torture. With fearsome and overpowering forces of this world 
engaged against weak people. We have a picture that comforts weak saints facing 
evil forces. A picture of God’s people on the edge of defeat by superior forces. But 
a picture that shows that though the evil forces of this world appear powerful- 
even the powerful can be beaten. Daniel 7 was written so that we would 

[Proposition] Find comfort in God’s victory over evil.  

When we are really honest, we are weak people. During the time Daniel 7 was 
written God’s people are still being ruled by evil Babylonians under Belshazzar. 
Weak people. Oppressed people. But what is so amazing, so astounding, so 
comforting is that God’s victory is guaranteed. So as we are seek comfort let’s 
look at four things- the evil that we face. How God is victorious in judgment. The 
victorious king. And, finally, victorious people. (Repeat) 

[Main Point 1] The Evil we face. 

We see before us powerful imagery. A great sea with wind and waves coming 
from every direction. No predictable ebbing and flowing. We have chaos. Which is 
exactly what the sea represents in the ancient literature. Chaos. And out of this 
chaos rise four mutant creatures. Deformed and distorted. Different sorts of 
creatures spliced together unnaturally. This would have given the original 
audience disgust- there were commands that kept people from having fields with 
two different crops, making garment with two different fabrics, and plowing a 
field with two different species of animals next to each other (Deuteronomy 22:9-



11). But these. These sorts of things are awful. And they are fearsome. Let me 
give some brief thoughts on them- you may notice strong parallels to chapter 2. 

First is lion with eagles’ wings. Then the wings are plucked off in v. 4 and the mind 
of a man is given to it. Most commentators believe that this refers to Babylon. 
There were images of winged lions around Babylon and in biblical literature, 
Nebuchadnezzar is referred to as an eagle and a lion (Jer 4:7; 50:17, 44; 48:40, 
Ezek 17:3). The mind of a man seems to refer back to Babylon’s greatest king, 
whom God took sanity away from and then restored later- as we read in chapter 
4. Then, secondly, the image of hunch-back type bear. This bear is ferocious, is 
gnawing on ribs left from its previous meal, and yet is being told to go on 
devouring more. It’s a killer. My best guess is that this is the Medo-Persian empire 
because the Persians, being bigger and stronger than the Medes made it higher 
on one side. This is the empire that followed Babylon. Third, we see something 
else arise out of the chaotic sea. It’s like a leopard but it has four wings too. So 
this monster is incredibly fast. When it kills and conquers it does so with speed. 
Many scholars believe this to be Greece under Alexander the great. He conquered 
from Greece to Egypt to India in just a few years- by foot. Perhaps the four heads 
refer to the four different leaders who would take over different parts of his 
empire at his death, or maybe to the fact that his empire expanded in seemingly 
every direction. We’re not sure. But then, lastly. Out of the chaotic sea. 
Something different. It doesn’t seem to be able to be compared to anything 
before it. It has strong teeth to kill anything and everything. Power to crush things 
under it feet. And horns. Lots of horns. Some big, some small. Some that 
disappear, some that stay. And a little one with eyes and a mouth, and the ability 
to speak. Horns are a sign of power. And horns usually represent kings. Many 
equate this to ancient Rome or to the world beginning with the reign of the 
Roman Empire.  

So before we get too obsessed with the knickknacks, let’s make sure we’re seeing 
the house. We are being shown that there are powerful, frightening, grotesque 
forces arising out of the chaos of this world. These are things that will run down, 
crush, and devour the weak. They are not friendly. They are evil. If we were 
caretakers of this apocalyptic zoo we wouldn’t want to fall into any of these 
cages. A winged lion? A bear holding ribs in his mouth like a toothpick? A flying 
leopard? A different and more powerful monster with horns that conjures images 



of stegosaurus spikes or some sort of porcupine with elephant tusks for quills? So 
we have a picture of the evil that God’s people are called to face. What chance do 
weaklings like us have?  

[Transition] If the text of Daniel 7 ended with verse 8 we know how we should 
feel- terrified and filled with dread. We would have no comfort to find. But it 
doesn’t end here we move on to a new sight. A new image. Let’s look at God as 

[Main point 2] Victorious in Judgment 

Where verses 1-8 seem to be full of chaos with mutant creatures, verses 9-12 
seem to bring the opposite viewpoint. Peace. While all of this chaos seems to 
reign, Daniel looks and suddenly there’s a courtroom in a castle. There are 
thrones. And rather than the judge-king panicking, He calmly takes His seat. He 
just sits down. And His imagery is one that proclaims power and purity. Everything 
about Him is white and surrounded by fire. Showing that He is holy. His throne is 
on wheels- His rule is not limited by any location. And as scary as the mutant 
creatures were, this might be even more frightening- there is a river of fire 
coming out before Him. And, while the largest conceivable number for Daniel is 
serving this King, he simply opens some books. He is not concerned. He’s not even 
distracted.  

Then, as the evil, talking horn, from the evil, indescribable beast goes on boasting- 
the beast is killed and burned with fire as punishment. The rule that the other 
beasts have is taken away. God the Father, the Ancient of Days, has sat in 
judgment. He has read the achievements, claims, and sins of the powerful 
kingdoms of this world and proven them to be worthy of punishment. And, as 
powerful as those creatures were, He is able to execute this punishment easily 
and swiftly. It is a victorious judgment for good against the cosmic evil that we 
fight.  

[Illustration] For people like me, if you ever go hiking in the mountains, you want 
to go to places few other people go. Places you’ve never been. That would mean 
exploring new places. The danger of that is that it’s easy to get lost. What I 
learned though, is that if I could keep a known landmark, like another mountain 
or ridgetop in view I didn’t need to worry about the exact location I was in as long 
as I could keep one eye on the distant landmark. 



[Application] The same goes for us when it seems that the evils of this world and 
the demonic realm are against us. We can fight and endure and persevere and 
pray with confidence when we keep one eye on the eternal truth that God will 
judge these evils decisively. The Exiles in Babylon had seen all kinds of injustice 
and the evil done and the Babylonians just went on with their power. This vision 
shows them that the Ancient of Days will punish injustice and evil- He only needs 
to open the books and issue the sentence.  

Do you see how comforting this is? You can be wronged and not become bitter or 
spiteful. Instead of trying to impose our own vengeance on someone. We can 
instead love and pray for our loved ones and enemies to flee the judgment to 
come. If all that we have is this life, then we are forced to bring what we consider 
justice by force. It basically requires physical violence. But Christians can rest 
trusting that God knows all things and will always do what’s right. Nobody gets 
away with anything. Worst case scenario, we may need to wait. Since God will 
surely judge evil, this means that we can obey His Word even when we don’t 
always know what will happen.  

God is a righteous Judge who will do what is right. God the Father will be 
victorious in judgment. Find comfort in God’s victory over evil. But God the Father 
is not the only victor in this vision. Now let’s look at the 

[Main Point 3] Victorious King 

So we see God the Father as victorious in judgment. Issuing judgments from a 
throne. He punishes the evil and takes the kingdoms away from the evil ones that 
we face. And then Daniel sees a new sight. Where the evil creatures came out of 
the sea, this One comes out and with the clouds of heaven. Where the evil 
creatures look like horrible mutant animals, this being looks like a dignified son of 
man. He looks like a human- the height of God’s creation. And this Son of Man is 
presented in front of the Ancient of Days and, instead of receiving a river of fire or 
a punishment, He receives something else. He is given dominion and glory and a 
kingdom. And we’re told in v. 14 that this dominion will last forever and that 
this kingdom will not be destroyed. Who receives kingdoms except a king? Who 
has indestructible dominion except one who is victorious? The Son of Man is a 
Victorious King. And His victorious kingdom will include people from all people 



groups, all nations, and all languages. All these sorts of things that divide people 
will be harnessed for good and used to serve the victorious king! 

[Gospel] And the vision ends. And we ask: who is this Son of Man? He comes on 
the clouds. The Old Testament prophets and Psalms picture God riding on the 
clouds (Isaiah 19:1, Psalm 68:4, 104:3, 18:9-12)- so this Son of Man is divine. And 
centuries go by with little comment. Then Jesus comes along and puts all of this in 
context for us. He comes and takes up this reference and calls Himself the Son of 
Man. If Matthew goes by Matt. And Peter goes by Pete, we’d think Jesus would 
just shorten his name. But He doesn’t. He calls Himself the Son of Man over and 
over in the gospels- trying to pound into our thick skulls that He is the divine, 
victorious king- who rides on the clouds and will come again in the same way to 
judge the earth. When the high priest asked Jesus, while on trial, in Mark 14:61-
62-  

“Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” And Jesus said, “I am, and you will 
see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds 
of heaven.” 

Then they have Him executed for blasphemy. For claiming to be God. But He’s a 
victorious king. How does the Son of Man become victorious? By conquering the 
chaotic and cosmic evil at the cross. In fact, I think this imagery from Daniel 7 is 
the imagery of the victorious King Jesus when He ascended to Heaven in victory. 
After the resurrection. Immediately after saying that all authority had been given 
to Him. Without His victory we are captives to the evils of this world. We have no 
hope. We are just weaklings. But if this is true. Then, we find great comfort!  

But we’re still here facing evil. We need a leader. But so often our leaders are no 
good. They really only care about themselves.    

[Illustration] People that know me, know that I like classic rock music. One of my 
favorite classic rock bands is Pink Floyd. Definitely not Christian. In one of my 
favorite songs entitled “Us and Them,” in a critique of the military complex, we 
hear how many leaders guide their armies. They let others lead the way and get 
killed for it, why should they run the risk? Lines of battle and territory are moving, 
but they do not give much thought to the fact that people are dying to make that 
happen. The line goes: “Forward he cried from the rear, and the front rank died. 
The generals sat and the lines on the map moved from side to side.”  



[Application] But Jesus Christ leads from the front of the battle. He has come to 
face the evil chaotic forces of this world and defeated them- even knowing that it 
would cost Him His life! He came and, on the cross, defeated the source of power 
that allows evil kingdoms to exist. The Son of Man has been given an everlasting 
dominion which shall not pass away. A kingdom that shall not be destroyed.  

Find comfort in God’s victory over evil. We can only do this when we look beyond 
our circumstances to God’s throne room where He rules. When we lift our gaze 
we see the true victors. We find comfort in God’s victory over evil.  

You do not need to despair. Perhaps you think of the battles you’ve lost. With the 
way you raised your children. With the way you behaved in school. With the way 
you acted toward that person. It’s possible to lose every battle and still win a war. 
But that won’t happen. God will strengthen you and you’ll start winning some. 
You will definitely win the war.   

In this vision we see sights of mutant evils, the Ancient of Days sitting in court and 
exercising a victorious judgment on evil, and then the Son of Man arriving as the 
victorious king. And the vision ends. When I was studying this passage, I was 
trying to make sense of vv. 15-28. The interpretation of the vision. Daniel asks for 
help. He’s being led through the house and then, just like you and me, he seems 
to get distracted by something. He asks about the beasts. And I’m thinking to 
myself…Daniel, you are getting bogged down in the details. The interpreter tells 
Daniel the same thing. But he is patient and caring and he points out something 
utterly surprising that we seemed to miss in the vision. God is victorious in 
judgment, Jesus is the victorious king, but also there are… 

[Main Point 4] Victorious People 

Weak people. Trying to be faithful in Babylon. With no power. No land. They had 
nothing. And here’s Daniel asking about four powerful beasts. And the 
supernatural interpreter tells us in verses 17-18 

‘These four great beasts are four kings who shall arise out of the earth. But the 
saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom 
forever, forever and ever. 

Then Daniel says, “Okay, nice to know a little bit about the four beasts, but I’m 
really curious about that fourth beast- with the 10 horns, the claws, the teeth, 



and was crushing God’s weak people- the saints” and we hear Daniel finish what 
he saw in v. 22 

Until the Ancient of Days came, and judgment was given for the saints of the Most 
High, and the time came when the saints possess the kingdom. 

And the interpreter humors Daniel. And he says, “Okay, let me tell you about 
fourth beast. It’s going to be different from the others. There are going to be 10 
kings- maybe not literally 10 kings but as a sign of fullness. And some kings are 
going to go down and others are going to arise. And one of them is going to be 
especially evil challenging God Most High. Overpowering the weak, tired, and 
oppressed saints of God Most High. And he’s going to oppress these people for a 
time, times, and half a time. But God is going to sit in judgment and destroy him.” 
And then listen to what the interpreter brings out in v. 27 

And the kingdom and the dominion of the greatness of the kingdoms under the 
whole heaven shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High; 

Holy Cow. Weak oppressed people. On their own in Babylon and on their own in 
the twenty-first century there is no hope. And then God intervenes and what does 
He do? He crushes evil!  

Four beasts looking for victory. We have four beasts, wrestling, clawing, scrapping 
for power until the beast with the horns finally steals it away from the others. And 
then God crushes the beast. And what does God do? He gives the power to 
someone else- the Son of Man. Jesus. And Jesus receives the kingdom and what 
does He do? He gives the power to weak and defeated people. He gives us 
victory.  

This fourth beast is powerful. The little horn is powerful and mysterious. My 
present leaning is that it may be a future antichrist but could just be reference to 
a type of person that will always exist in hostility to God. Regardless that’s not the 
main point. The powerful king who seems to be wearing out the saints shall only 
do so in v. 25  

For a time, times, and half a time. 

It’s limited. But look up at v. 18  



But the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and possess the 
kingdom forever, forever and ever.  

Weak people. Seemingly defeated people. A victorious people! 

[Illustration] One of my favorite movies is the movie the Ghost and the Darkness. 
It tells the true story (with some embellishments of course) of British Lieutenant-
Colonel John Henry Patterson played by Val Kilmer. Patterson is an engineer 
commissioned to oversee the construction of a railway bridge across the River 
Tsavo in Uganda. When he arrives, there is a lion attack on a member of the 
construction crew and, feeling the need to lead his workers, agrees to try to hunt 
and kill the lion. But a young medical worker named Angus Starling wants to go 
with him at night. Patterson asks him, “Have you ever hunted?” Starling answers, 
“No.” The next question follows, “Can you keep quiet?” Cut to the next scene and 
the two men are sitting in a tree in the dark waiting for the lion to attack this goat 
or donkey they have chained up as bait. And Starling is complaining about how 
unbearable the cramp in his leg is- that he wants to go back to camp and sleep. 
Patterson tells him to quiet down and that he must stay in the tree- Starling will 
never make it back to camp in the dark- the lion will eat him. So Starling falls 
asleep in the tree. Then the lion shows up. Patterson fires. The gunshot startles 
Starling who falls through the branches and lands face to face with the lion’s 
teeth and claws. He jumps back screaming. Terrified. Only to realize the lion was 
killed with one shot. Then, the next morning, the lion is strung on a pole and 
carried through camp and everyone involved with the railroad celebrates its 
death, their safety, and the victory achieved. And marching along with Patterson 
next to the lion, with his head held high and his rifle over his shoulder is Starling- 
glorying over the part he played in the victory. Just what was it that Starling did 
that led to the lion’s death? His knowledge of African Big Game? His 
marksmanship? He had two tasks: sit quietly and stay in the tree. He failed them 
both. He loudly complained and fell out of the tree. When faced with the beast he 
recoiled in fear. At best, he contributed nothing. And yet he marched alongside 
the true victor in a place of honor.  

[Application] We’re called to face the beasts but we usually recoil in fear. We’re 
given simple tasks: obey, pray, love. And most of us can’t even stay spiritually 
awake- we’re asleep in the tree. And the Son of Man comes and kills beasts 



through His work on the cross. Earning a kingdom. And calls us to march with him 
in victory. He rewards us for achieving a victory that only came through His 
power. Do you feel defeated by your own sin or the evil in the world around you? 
Does it seem like the world is oppressing the church with no end in sight no 
matter what you do? Take comfort that Jesus is the one who kills the beasts. You 
may now march with him in victory. Do you look around for someone to praise 
you? Do you want cheerleaders? That one person as a friend- That one person as 
your boyfriend, girlfriend, or spouse? Recognition from your teacher or boss? 
Jesus thinks enough of you that He’s willing to publicly entrust a measure of 
power and rule to you in His kingdom! Have you reached a peak of success? You 
have influence and power and wealth but you are concerned about how you will 
wield it? Jesus has granted you those resources and modeled for you that there is 
no need to grasp for those things. He deserves all authority and rule and yet 
shares it! Do you lack compassion? Do you tend to treat people as a means to get 
what you want? Jesus honors people who are easily defeated and fail him. Do you 
care about those around you? Jesus did. He saw them nearly driven to a full and 
final end and has come to rescue His people. Do you fear the future? Do you 
wonder how a weak little church with a scrawny and inexperienced little pastor 
can make any progress? Does it bother you that the positive influence of 
Christianity is waning? That people care less about human life? Less about being 
generous? Less about moral living? Less about truth? All of these things will only 
last if their root is found in the gospel. The gospel is about Jesus, the Son of Man. 
The Son of Man is the victorious king. Despite present appearances, Jesus is ruling 
and His kingdom will have no end.   

Maybe you look at your life and you think, I’ve wasted my good years. I can’t do 
enough now to make up for my past. To ensure victory. Victory is won by Jesus. If 
it must be won by you, then you would be right to despair. But we become victors 
by grace alone- so we are never in too deep a hole for Him to rescue us. So trust 
Jesus today, repent of your sins, and start fighting with the weaklings around you 
for the Victorious King.  

Some of us need to look at the same truth from a different angle. We are trying to 
win the war with our own power. With the wisdom of the world. With good 
works. Trusting in our family background. Trusting in our moral superiority. 
Trusting in our religious and theological knowledge. The war cannot be won that 



way. It will lead only to our loss. Victory is won by God. When the Ancient of Days 
sits down to judge. When the Son of Man stands before Him as a representative. 
Your self-empowered works will lead you away from Jesus and away from the 
comfort He offers. 

 

[Conclusion] We can take comfort in God’s victory over evil. We will even be 
victorious with Him! In the end, there is no reason to fear. When Blandina 
suffered so too did a deacon in her church- named Sanctus. Let’s listen to 
Eusebius’ description: 

“Sanctus too endured all cruelty with superhuman courage. Although the wicked 
applied persistent tortures to wring something wrong from him he resisted with 
such tenacity that he did not even tell them his own name, race, city of origin, or 
whether he was slave or free but replied to every question, in Latin, “I am a 
Christian.” Therefore the governor and the torturers were eager to master him, 
and, when all else failed, they finally pressed red-hot plates of brass against the 
most tender parts of his body. These were burning, but he remained steadfast in 
his confession, refreshed by the water of life that flows from Christ. His body was 
a witness to his torment: it was all one wound, mangled and shorn of human 
shape, but Christ, suffering in that body, vanquished the Adversary and showed 
that there is nothing to fear where the Father’s love is and nothing to wound 
where Christ’s glory is.” 

 

 

  


