
Daniel 6 

In the Lion’s Den  

 

Sermon introduction:   

 

 On January 6, 2015 the Fire Chief of Atlanta, Kelvin Cochran, was fired.   

 

 According to one news source…   

  “Cochran overcame poverty and discrimination to become the first black fire chief of Shreveport La., 

his hometown.   

Because he was really good at his job, he kept getting promoted.  He eventually becoming the fire chief 

of Atlanta.  In 2009, Barack Obama appointed him to run the Fire Administration, a division of FEMA.  This 

was a huge honor.  

After Cochran left Atlanta, the fire department struggled. Atlanta’s mayor recruited him back, and 

Cochran turned the department around so thoroughly that for the first time it received the nation’s highest fire-

protection rating. The cornerstone of his effort to transform the department’s morale was a “participatory 

management structure” that solicited input from “every rank, race, shift, and gender.”  

He consciously included LGBT employees, granting — in his words — “every group a voice.” 

Cochran happens to be a Christian. In 2013, he sought and received permission from the city’s ethics 

officer to self-publish a Christian book explaining the Christian view of marriage and sexuality.  

He gave the book to a few friends in the fire department he had been talking to about the Christian faith.  

No one complained.   

One employee showed the book to an openly gay Atlanta City Council member…. Within days, 

Cochran was suspended without pay. Atlanta’s mayor openly condemned Cochran’s religious beliefs, and on 

January 6, 2015, the city fired him… without finding evidence that he’d discriminated against anyone.” (News 

website)  

 Sometimes, living for Jesus Christ is costly.  Cochran’s Christian faith got him in hot water.  He needed 

deliverance.   

 

 This brings us to Daniel chapter 6.   

 

 Daniel, Like the fire chief, was very good at his job.  Like the Fire Chief, he got promoted quickly.  And 

like the fire chief living out his faith, got him in trouble.  Would God deliver him???   Could God deliver him?  

 

 According to Daniel 6, the answer is a resounding yes…   here is the point of this chapter.  

 

God is able to deliver his faithful servants!   

 

To help us understand this passage we will look at two things…   

 

 Deliverance needed  

 Deliverance achieved   

 



First, deliverance needed  

 

 Daniel needed deliverance from evil men!  

 Daniel 6:1–3 (ESV) — 1 It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom 120 satraps, to be throughout the 

whole kingdom; 2 and over them three high officials, of whom Daniel was one, to whom these satraps should 

give account, so that the king might suffer no loss. 3 Then this Daniel became distinguished above all the other 

high officials and satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him. And the king planned to set him over the 

whole kingdom.  

 

 Daniel is an old man.  He is in his 80s (possibly his 90s). He survived the reign of King 

Nebuchadnezzar, he survived the reign of King Belshazzar, he is now living under King Darius of Persia (also 

known as Cyrus the great).  He has seen kings and empires come and go.   

 

 Fortunately, the new king likes Daniel.  Daniel’s reputation for excellence, wisdom, and character have 

preceded him.  Are we known for excellence?  Christians should be known for excellence since God does all 

things with excellence and calls us to imitate him.  

 

 At first Darius puts Daniel in charge of 40 satraps (local governors).  But Daniel is so good at his job 

that he is placed in charge of everyone but the King.  His job, according to the end of verse 2, is to stamp out 

financial corruption in King Darius’s vast empire. 

     

 According to verses 4-5, Daniel was so good at his job that the other officials grew jealous.  They were 

so jealous that they wanted to destroy him, but they could not dig up any dirt on him.   

 

 So, they resorted to chicanery…  

 

  Daniel 6:6–9 (ESV) — 6 Then these high officials and satraps came by agreement to the king and said 

to him, “O King Darius, live forever! 7 All the high officials of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the 

counselors and the governors are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance and enforce an injunction, 

that whoever makes petition to any god or man for thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be cast into the den 

of lions. 8 Now, O king, establish the injunction and sign the document, so that it cannot be changed, according 

to the law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be revoked.” 9 Therefore King Darius signed the 

document and injunction.   

Their plan was simple.  They appeal to the king’s pride, encouraging him to make a new law stating that 

his subjects must pray to him, and no one else, for the next 30 days.  Anyone who disobeyed this law would be 

fed to the lions.  

 

According to Persian law, once a law was established it could not be changed by anyone, even the king 

himself.    

 

Daniel is in trouble.   

Let’s keep reading…  

Daniel 6:10 (ESV) — 10 When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house 

where he had windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three times a 

day and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously.  

 

What would you have done if you were Daniel?  I think some of us would have reasoned like this…  this 

law only lasts for 30 days.  I can pray in private for the next 30 days.  No one has to know that I’m praying.  Or 



I can just skip prayer for 30 days.  It is not like I’m worshipping a false God or anything.  Besides God 

promised through Jeremiah that we would be in captivity for 70 years.  70 years are almost up.  If I live, I will 

see the promised land again.  I can let my devotions slide for a month.  What is the big deal?    

 

Daniel decided to worship God as was his custom, no matter what it cost him.  This was very important 

to him since praying to God was a public statement that YHWH was superior to King Darius.   

 

The idea of private religion, behind closed doors, would have made little sense to Daniel.   

 By the way…  notice that Daniel’s enemies were confident that Daniel would rather die than 

compromise his beliefs.  Is that how our friends think about us?  I hope so…    

 

 According to verses 11-16…  

 

Daniel’s enemies find him praying.  They quickly grabbed him, cuffed him, and threw him in the back 

of the police cruiser and sped off to the palace. When they arrive the king is very distressed.  Daniel is one of 

his top advisors.  He had successfully rooted out corruption in his kingdom.  But the king had to obey his own 

laws, or he would be seen as a weakling.   

 

Daniel is in trouble.   

 

 Daniel needed deliverance from evil men. But that is not all…    

  

 Daniel needed deliverance from hungry lions!  

 Daniel 6:16–18 (ESV) — 16 Then the king commanded, and Daniel was brought and cast into the den 

of lions. The king declared to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, deliver you!” 17 And a 

stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet and with the 

signet of his lords, that nothing might be changed concerning Daniel. 18 Then the king went to his palace and 

spent the night fasting; no diversions were brought to him, and sleep fled from him. 

 Daniel is in his 80s.  It is hard to imagine and 80 year man being thrown into a lion’s den (literally pit).   

 

It is easy for us to gloss over the threat of being eaten alive by lions.  But just use your imagination for a 

moment.  How soon would you die?  Would one lion grab a leg and another grab and arm?  Would you die 

suddenly, would the lion eat your leg before he crushed your skull?   This was a horrible way to die.  

 

Daniel needed deliverance from evil men and hungry lions.  What do you need deliverance from this 

morning?   

 

 Illustration:   

 

 In 1981 President Ronald Reagan appointed C. Everett Koop to the position of Deputy Assistant 

Secretary of Health and Human Services.  This meant that more than likely he would be the next Surgeon 

General of the United States of America.   

 Koop was then the Surgeon-in-Chief of Children’s Hospital in Philadelphia.  He was a pioneer in 

pediatric surgery, inventing many pediatric surgical techniques.  He even founded the Journal of Pediatric 

Surgery and was its editor in Chief.   

 But Koop opposed abortion on the grounds that a fetus is a human being made in God’s image.  Because 

of this conviction Reagan nominated him to be the next Surgeon General.   



 Very quickly a smear campaign erupted.  At this point in our nation’s history the pro-life position was 

very unpopular.  The media had a field day with Koop.  It did not stop there.  He was also opposed by a team of 

politicians.  He was constantly portrayed as a close minded, ignorant, bible thumping fundamentalist.   

 These attacks on his character delayed his confirmation for a year.  It was a very painful year.  At many 

times it looked like the opposition would win.  He needed deliverance from the lion’s den.   (Boice, 69)  

 

 Application:   

 When you practice your religion openly these days, you need to brace yourself.   But isn’t this what God 

promised us?    

1 Peter 4:12–14 (ESV) — 12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to 

test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s 

sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted for the name 

of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.   

Persecution takes many forms.  

 

Mike F. at Waller Hall…    

Being told that I’m the reason that Homosexual’s kill themselves…  

In neighboring nations, it is a hate crime to say that homosexuality is wrong.   

 Persecution may take the form of mockery…  

Persecution may look like being lonely and isolated at school. 

Persecution may look like not being invited to the neighborhood party because your holiness makes your 

neighbors uncomfortable.  

Persecution may look like not getting the promotion because you refused to lie about your sales figures.  

 

A Christian architect recently told me that one of his clients asked him several times to lie on some 

recent drawings about how they planned to use the to be constructed building.  When he refused, he thought for 

sure that he was going to get fired by his client.   

  Increasingly, we find ourselves in situations like Daniel where living faithfully for God is costly.   

 

 But will God deliver us?  This brings us to the second point…  

 

First, deliverance needed  

 

Second, Deliverance achieved  

 

 Let’s look at Daniel’s deliverance…  

 

 Daniel’s deliverance was achieved by God!  

 Daniel 6:19–24 (ESV) — 19 Then, at break of day, the king arose and went in haste to the den of lions. 

20 As he came near to the den where Daniel was, he cried out in a tone of anguish. The king declared to Daniel, 

“O Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to deliver you from 

the lions?” 21 Then Daniel said to the king, “O king, live forever! 22 My God sent his angel and shut the lions’ 

mouths, and they have not harmed me, because I was found blameless before him; and also before you, O king, 

I have done no harm.” 23 Then the king was exceedingly glad, and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of 

the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was found on him, because he had trusted 

in his God. 24 And the king commanded, and those men who had maliciously accused Daniel were brought and 



cast into the den of lions—they, their children, and their wives. And before they reached the bottom of the den, 

the lions overpowered them and broke all their bones in pieces.  

  God delivered Daniel.  

 God closed the mouths of these lions.  

 This was a supernatural rescue.  

 

How do we know?  Because as soon as Daniel was lifted out of the Den his enemies were thrown in the 

Den.  According to verse 24, they were devoured before they even hit the ground.   

 

 This is an intense scene?  Persian law dictated that the criminal’s whole family must pay the price for 

the crime committed.  Furthermore, according to OT law if someone is falsely accused their false accuser has to 

bear the punishment prescribed for the accusation.  This is poetic justice.   

 

 God is able to deliver from evil people and hungry lions.  

  

 Dave, is this real history?  Do you expect me to believe that God actually closed the mouths of these 

lions?  Yes…  If God is able to create all things out of nothing, which the most recent discoveries in science 

verify, they God is able to close the mouths of lions.  

 

 Daniel deliverance was achieved by God!  In addition…    

   

 Daniel’s deliverance was appropriated through prayer!  

 Daniel 6:10 (ESV) — 10 When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house 

where he had windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three times a 

day and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously.  

 Daniel was delivered through faith (6:23) and prayer…    

 When we are in trouble, when we need deliverance, what do we do?  We know we are supposed to say 

prayer, but what do we really do?  We often plan, we work harder, we scheme, we do research, we start a go 

fund me account, etc…   

 

 What does Daniel do?  He prays…  sometimes prayer is the only thing we can do.  God often sets it up 

this way so that he gets all the glory when we are delivered.   

 

 Recent panel of pastors…  (one pastor said when he is really stressed out, he prays for an hour)   

 

 Illustration:  

 

I recently read about the Crossetts…  

 

“In the 1940s the Crossetts were missionaries in mainland China where they struggled against poverty 

and paganism in a remote village to tell others about Jesus. The work was slow and painstaking. Yet after much 

sacrifice, a small church (we might call it a simple Bible study) seemed almost established. But right on the 

threshold of this small triumph for the kingdom of God, Satan began to prowl. The communist Chinese took 

over mainland China in 1949. As a result, all foreign missionaries were forced to leave the country. The 

Crossetts hated to leave, but they had to…  

Their fledgling flock of believers hardly seemed ready to stand the coming onslaught... How could the 

little church survive? The situation seemed impossible. What could the Crossetts do?... The church appeared 

destined for extinction. All they could do was pray….  And they prayed, and prayed, and prayed. In the 



meantime, they heard nothing from their friends in China for forty years.  Forty years later they were able to 

return to the village in China. The small church was gone, in its place was a church of four thousand people.  In 

addition, this church planted a dozen churches and each church had over 1000 people in membership.”  

 

“All the Crossetts did was pray—it was all they could do….  God turned back the flood of evil. He shut 

the lions’ mouths. The God of Daniel is alive and well.” (Chapell, 124-126).  

 

Sometimes prayer is all we can do…  But that is ok, prayer is all we need to do.  Christianity is a 

supernatural religion.  We often forget this, don’t we???   

 

When you are in the Lion’s den of life, pray!!!   

   

 Daniel’s deliverance was achieved by God.  

 Daniel’s deliverance was appropriated through prayer.  

 

Daniel’s deliverance was achieved for us!    

 

Daniel was courageous, but he is not the real hero of this story.  This story points us to someone much 

greater than Daniel.  This story points us to Jesus.  Daniel was a type of Christ.   

 

What do I mean?   

 

As the satraps conspired against Daniel (6:6) the “chief priests and the elders… conspired to arrest Jesus 

and kill him” (Matt. 26:3-4)  

 

As the satraps could find no fault in Daniel (6:4) the chief priests and elders could find no fault with 

Jesus (Mark 14:55).  

 

As Daniel was accused of breaking the laws of the Persians, Jesus was accused of breaking the laws of 

the Jews when he claimed to be the son of God (John 19:7).  

 

As King Darius unsuccessfully tried to save Daniel, Pilate unsuccessfully tried to save Jesus (Matt. 

27:24)  

 

As Daniel trusted in his God during his hour of need (6:23), Jesus trusted in his heavenly father during 

his hour of need (Matt. 26:39).  

 

As Daniel was lowered down into the pit (literally) for his death, Jesus was lowered down into the grave 

after his death (Matt. 27:60)   

 

As a stone was placed over Daniel’s tomb a stone was rolled over Jesus tomb (Matt. 27:60)  

 

As the Persian authorities placed a seal over Daniel’s grave the Roman authority’s placed a seal over 

Jesus grave (Matt. 27:66).   

 

As early the next morning Darius found Daniel alive…  Early Sunday morning three women found Jesus 

was alive (Mark 16:2,6)  

 

As Daniel was given a place of honor after he was removed from his grave (6:28).  Jesus was given the 

place of highest honor after he was removed from his grave (Matt. 28:18).   

 

Daniel was great…  But Jesus was far greater.   



 

Jesus was the sinless son of God.  Through his life, death, and resurrection the whole world can be saved 

from the Lion’s den of hell.  

 

Satan is described as a prowling lion.   

1 Peter 5:8 (ESV) — 8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a 

roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  

We need to be saved from this lion.  We can be saved from this lion by casting ourselves on the mercy 

of King Jesus.  He defeated Satan for us on the cross.   

 

Jesus can deliver you from the ultimate lion’s den.  He proved this by rising from the grave.   

 

If you are not a Christian this morning…   let me encourage you to humble yourself by turning from 

your sins and trusting Jesus to forgive you and save you from the eternal lion’s den.   

 

Jesus, the greater Daniel, can deliver you from the lion’s den of this life and the ultimate eternal lion’s 

den.   

 

Deliverance is needed  

Deliverance has been achieved through our lord and savior Jesus Christ.   

 

Conclusion:  

 

What happened to the fire chief from Atlanta?   

 

After he was unjustly fired, he and his family prayed, prayed, and prayed some more.   

 

After a long legal battle, A liberal judge recently ruled that the city of Atlanta was in the wrong.  Their 

actions against the fire chief were deemed unconstitutional.    

The city of Atlanta will be forced to pay Mr. Cochran $1.2 million for lost wages, retirement, and 

benefits.  This was a great victory for religious liberty.   

God delivered him from the lion’s den and God can deliver you from the lion’s den.  lets pray…   

   


