
Trust that God will Punish Evil Kingdoms 

[Announce Text] Please keep your Bibles open to Daniel chapter 5. 

[Scripture Introduction] My name is Brett Sweet and I’m one of the pastors here. 
In the book of Daniel we find God’s people at a low point. They’ve been 
conquered in battle. They’ve been oppressed, living as slaves and captives for 
decades. God has been comforting the exiles- telling them that He is the one who 
reigns and rules- not the evil Babylonians. He repeats, over and over again, that 
He is the one who raises up and puts down kings. He tells them that the evil 
kingdom that rules them is temporary, but that His kingdom will last forever.  

[Prayer for illumination] Please pray with me… 

[Illustration] On June 7, 1999 a new face appeared on the FBI’s 10-Most Wanted 
Fugitives list. He was wanted in connection to the bombings of US embassies in 
Tanzania and Kenya. He would go on to take responsibility for an attack on the 
USS Cole off the coast of Yemen in October. For these evil crimes, the US 
government was calling out for justice and punishment. Yet few people knew his 
name. Then the tragedy of tragedies for my generation, September 11, 2001- this 
man ordered American planes to be hijacked and flown into buildings. Shortly 
thereafter the evil perpetrator’s name was known by anyone with a TV or radio: 
Osama bin Laden. With the potential of a $50 million dollar reward you would 
think punishment on this evil man would come swiftly. But years went by. Close 
calls. But he always got away. How long must we wait? Would this go on forever? 
Would our government’s promise to bring him to justice ever be done?  

 The exiles in Babylon wanted the same thing- they wanted justice. They had 
been stuck in Babylon for decades. For the younger Jews it was the only life they 
had known. But God had told them, through Daniel, and prophets like Jeremiah 
and Ezekiel, that God was in control and would punish evil, oppressive kingdoms 
of men. But the one they cared about was the one ruled by their captors: the 
empire of Babylon. God had told them to trust Him. Today we see evils all over 
the world with no end in sight. But God has given us Daniel 5 to tell us to 

[Proposition] Trust that God will punish evil kingdoms. 

The just punishment of evil is epitomized in the courtroom. We want to know that 
the true criminal is being properly punished for his crimes. Our God is the True 



Judge of evil kingdoms and the courtroom is a an apt setting for understanding 
Daniel 5. In it we find Perpetrators of evil, Trustworthy Prosecution, and 
Punishment from God. Perpetrators, prosecution, and punishment. 

Let’s look first at the 

[Main Point 1] Perpetrators of evil  

If evil has been done, then we need to know who has done it. Who are these 
perpetrators and what have they done? As we look at the perpetrators, let’s look 
first at the  

[Subpoint 1] Perpetrators’ Identity.  

Who are these people that are committing evil? Is it one person, or is it many? Is 
it specific individuals or is it the whole system? Is it the leaders? The answer is 
yes. Verses 1-4 tell us that the King has called a feast. In all times, the leader of a 
country represents the country and functions on its behalf. That happens now. 
But it is especially the case in monarchies and dictatorships like Babylon. What 
Belshazzar does, Babylon does. Belshazzar has also called the lords to join him. 
These people probably represented smaller sections of Babylon. But Belshazzar 
leads the way. Rather than eating privately as kings usually did he puts himself at 
the center of attention. He wants everyone to focus on him. Listen to v. 1 

King Belshazzar made a great feast for a thousand of his lords and drank wine in 
front of the thousand.   

The perpetrators of evil are nothing less than Babylon in its totality.  

So, as we listen to the story and watch the courtroom drama in front of us, we’ve 
met the perpetrators of evil. We know their identity. Let’s look closely at the  

[Subpoint 2] Perpetrators’ Crimes.  

We might be tempted today to think that the great sins of the world are things 
like murder, genocide, sexual assault, Ponzi schemes, environmental abuse, or 
things like that. And those things are terrible. God will judge evil people who 
commit them. But those are the result of even greater sins. From reading the 
Bible, I’ve found that there seem to be three very big sins which all of these other 
horrible things flow from. They are the sins of pride, idolatry, and unbelief. There 



is much overlap between them and when you are committing one, you are always 
committing the other two. But two of these crimes, two of these sins are on clear 
display in Daniel 5- the sin of pride and the sin of idolatry.  

Belshazzar is proud, he wants the focus on himself. He wants to show how great 
he is. “You thousand lords, look at me. Look at how great I am. Look how great 
our empire is. We’ve conquered those God-fearers from Jerusalem. We destroyed 
their temple. We defeated their God. Let me prove to you how great we are. 
Bring in those vessels that Nebuchadnezzar took. The ones that were supposed to 
be used for worship. Let’s show the world our trophies.” In doing so, what they 
were really doing was challenging God in their pride as v. 23 says 

…you have lifted up yourself against the Lord of heaven.  

The Lord of Heaven. The one who humbled Nebuchadnezzar. And 
Nebuchadnezzar was a far greater king than Belshazzar.  

And then they proceed to worship these created things. Gold, silver, bronze, iron, 
wood, and stone. They started with the best they had, gold. Then, when they had 
run out of things to say about that piece of metal- they worked their way down to 
less and less valuable things. They worshiped these things! They were 
perpetrating the great crime of idolatry! We do the same thing. Wherever we get 
our meaning in life, that is the thing we worship- that’s our idol. Belshazzar’s 
meaning was found in himself, his power, his wealth. Pride and idolatry. Idolatry 
and pride. 

[Illustration] 20 years ago, In early 1998, when Paul Distefano was 11 years old, 
his mother Francys told him that there was something she had to do. She said 
that she had to become the first American woman to climb Mt. Everest without 
bottled oxygen. Whether Paul wanted her to go or not, she had to go. On May 
22nd, she reached the peak along with her husband Sergei. She was the first. She 
was the best. Then they got separated and had to spend a night in the death zone 
alone. The place on earth with an altitude of greater than 26,000 feet. Where 
there is not enough available oxygen for humans to breathe. Sergei suffered a 
fatal fall trying to rescue Francys. She died the next day from frostbite and 
exhaustion. Her body remained there for years, frozen on the mountain. She 
became known as Sleeping Beauty. People would take pictures of her and post 
them on the internet as if her body was a famous landmark that could be passed 



on the road to their destination. On the internet! For young Paul to see! What 
compelled Francys to attempt this feat that led to her death? Paul made a 
statement years later, “I don’t think science can really explain why people want to 
climb these mountains, in the end the whole reason my mother climbed was 
because she had to.” Science may not have a reason but the Bible does. Pride and 
idolatry. Idolatry and pride. A desire to be known as the first, the best! A 
willingness to sacrifice your love for your son for your own achievements.  

[Application] To what are you looking for meaning in your life? Working too many 
hours to earn the promotion. Not paying attention to your wife because meaning 
is found in your phone, the TV, the video game system? Skipping church or home 
group regularly because you are seeking success and achievement in your 
hobbies- sports, dance, hunting, or the vacation home? Or maybe you sacrifice 
yourself to the god you’ve made of your children and their accomplishments- get 
the right grades, get into that college, or maybe you are just trying to earn their 
love. You need to dress a certain way, read certain books, sell the right brand of 
essential oils or make up or cooking products so that you will be accepted and 
celebrated by others. You want cheerleaders. And you are very worried that you 
won’t be able to attract any or that the ones you have will leave you. Maybe you 
are like the mountain climber- you feel like it’s just something you have to do. You 
don’t realize you’ve turned your back on the God who can punish or save. And 
you’ve turned toward idols who won’t deliver you.  

It’s not a sin to climb Mt. Everest. So if you do, know that the climb is getting 
progressively complicated with time. This is partly because there are more and 
more bodies clogging the path. What’s interesting is that most of the people who 
die there die in two places: base camp planning their ascent and on the descent 
after they’ve reached their peak. That’s what idols do. That’s what pride does. We 
sit around at base camp thinking about how we can exalt ourselves in pride or 
reach our idolatrous goal and we don’t even realize that we’re spiritually dead 
before we get a chance to take the first step. Or we do make the ascent. And 
we’ve accomplished our goals, earned our status- gotten married, had our 
children, gotten the dream job, built the company. In doing so, your plan was to 
set aside Jesus and your spiritual life just for a short time. Until you reached your 
goals. Until you touched the summit. And you made it! You thought it would be 
easy to turn around and come back to Him. But people die on the descent. Time 



and energy has been lost. Do you feel that sin in your heart lying to yourself? That 
you’ll be different? That you are smarter, stronger, better than those people 
whose bodies you’ve seen fall from these sins? That’s pride. And pride is 
worshiping the idol of self.  

In Babylon, the whole system of perpetrators was corrupt and the exiles had to 
endure their evil. In our society, it’s just as likely that we are part of that evil 
system ourselves. Have you looked in the spiritual mirror that is God’s Word lately 
and examined yourself and had your home group examine you? We need rescued 
from evil perpetrators and their crimes. Even if it’s us.   

[Transition] God’s telling us to trust that He will punish evil kingdoms. The king’s 
banquet has revealed the perpetrators of evil- who they are and what their 
crimes are. Now the palace is turned into a courtroom. We know the accused, the 
criminal, the perpetrator. Who will bring the case against them? It’s time we meet  

[Main Point 2] The trustworthy prosecution.  

We can trust that God will judge evil kingdoms. Who will speak first for the 
prosecution? 

[Subpoint 1] The prosecution of God’s Presence 

Proud Belshazzar and the other Babylonians are having the time of their lives and 
they’ve never felt this way before. There is eating, drinking, joking and laughing. 
Elegance and joy. But now the prosecution is ready to make their case. And the 
first one to argue against the Babylonians is none other than God Himself. The 10 
commandments were carved by the finger of God. Now too is the plaster on 
Belshazzar’s wall. In sight of other witnesses. And the perpetrators have no 
defense. It’s frightening. Belshazzar knows this is bad. It’s so bad that he can’t 
control his body. He’s shaking uncontrollably. The lead prosecutor has changed 
the courtroom into a mere formality. He delivers a damning message.  

Vv. 5-6- Immediately the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the 
plaster of the wall of the king’s palace, opposite the lampstand. And the king saw 
the hand as it wrote. Then the king’s color changed, and his thoughts alarmed 
him; his limbs gave way, and his knees knocked together. 



That mention of the “limbs gave way” literally means “his knots were untied” 
probably implying that Belshazzar’s servants better get a mop, a bucket, and new 
change of clothes. Belshazzar didn’t make it to the bathroom. The most 
trustworthy prosecutor possible, all-knowing God Himself, has appeared and 
leveled his accusation.  

Who else delivers the trustworthy prosecution? 

[Subpoint 2] The prosecution of God’s prophet. 

Surprise, surprise. The enchanters, Chaldeans, and astrologers don’t have 
answers. Again. And then the queen mother tells Belshazzar to call Daniel. Daniel 
had probably been kicked out with a previous administration, but he has not been 
totally forgotten. So Daniel. God’s prophet. God’s prosecutor. Is coming to clarify 
the charges and make plain the accusation.  

The writing on the wall is certainly bad news- but just how bad? The writing can’t 
be interpreted. Probably because there were no vowels and the consonants for all 
the words were run together. This would mean you’d have to determine where 
one word stopped and another started. Even if that were possible, you’d then 
have to select the proper vowel to insert in the right places. But prophet Daniel 
comes and speaks for the prosecution. He’s unbribeable. He’s not interested in 
title or wealth. He has little to no respect for this evil perpetrator- so he leaves 
out the pleasantries he offered Nebuchadnezzar. He marshals the evidence.   

Belshazzar didn’t learn from God’s past work. Great Nebuchadnezzar’s sanity was 
taken from him and he lived like an animal until he learned that God ruled. And 
now, puny Belshazzar- nothing compared  to Nebuchadnezzar- should have 
known better. The prophet tells how he’s profaned the holy vessels. The prophet 
tells how Belshazzar has lifted himself up against the Lord of heaven. And then he 
praised lifeless gods but didn’t honor the God who controls everything about the 
life he lives. Crimes committed against God Himself! This prosecutor is God’s 
prophet. This prophet speaks the very words of God: 

vv. 22- And you his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, though you 
knew all this, but you have lifted up yourself against the Lord of heaven. And the 
vessels of his house have been brought in before you, and you and your lords, your 
wives, and your concubines have drunk wine from them. And you have praised the 



gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which do not see or hear 
or know, but the God in whose hand is your breath, and whose are all your ways, 
you have not honored. 

God has spoken. The trustworthy prosecution rests.  

[Illustration] When I was kid, the dad of one of my classmates was in jail for 
growing marijuana. And the story goes that when the authorities asked him if this 
patch of marijuana in a remote part of the national forest was his, he denied it. 
He didn’t know anything about it. Until they produced photos and video evidence 
of him tending the plants. It was his truck parked nearby. He thought he had gone 
unnoticed, but someone invisible to him had seen everything. And this evidence 
led to a speedy conviction and sentencing.  

[Application] When people in power use their power to abuse others, commit 
fraud, and tell lies they think that nobody has seen them. It’s your word against 
mine they say. The comfort for God’s people in Babylon and us today is that 
someone invisible to them has seen everything. When people get away with 
sexual assault and when people are falsely accused of sexual assault- all-seeing, 
all-knowing God sees them. When the guy from the other cubicle steals your idea 
and uses it to get the promotion God sees him. When you send that secret 
message to that person from work, or Facebook, or that business trip- the one 
you don’t want your spouse to know about- God sees you. When you lie to your 
parents God is present in the room with you, whether you see a visible hand or 
not. When you fudge your mileage worksheet. When they hide their taxable 
income. When classmates find a copy of the test before it’s been given to you. 
When you are bitter toward those people who wronged you. We all have pride 
and idolatry and we commit those sins every day. God, the trustworthy 
prosecutor is present. And He sees everything.   

It means that we better listen to God’s prophets and apostles speak to us in His 
Word and by His Spirit. Then, we will be protected from the surprise of finding 
ourselves from being accused by the prosecutor who knows everything. But for 
those who have been given new hearts, who are trying to be faithful, this is 
comforting. It means that we should find great comfort knowing that God will 
ultimately see justice done for the times when we’ve been wronged. Nothing will 



slip past him. It won’t be just those with money and power who will be defended. 
God will truly bring justice for all.  

We can trust that God will punish evil kingdoms. The world is full of kingdoms 
which are full of perpetrators of evil. Thankfully, we have a trustworthy 
prosecution- God Himself. But just because the prosecution has made the perfect 
case, can we be sure that justice will be served? Yes, because God is also the 
judge. We’ve seen the perpetrators and prosecution, now let’s look at 
punishment. 

[Main Point 3] Punishment from God. 

Trust that God will punish evil kingdoms. For years, punishment toward Babylon 
had been promised. But the exiles had to wait. Oppression continued. Homelands 
had been destroyed. Religious persecution seemed to reign. Babylon’s 
punishment had been announced for decades in speeches and dreams. It will be 
announced once more. 

[Subpoint 1] Punishment announced. 

Daniel has come. And he speaks for God. He announces the punishment for 
Babylon’s idolatry. They hold up the hanging balance of justice. Babylon has made 
great claims and those claims are set on one side of the scales. But now 
Belshazzar and his people’s achievements are put on the other side and they do 
not measure up. They are short of what they need. The balance is tipped towards 
God’s truth, not their claims. God has let them use up their time in power, and 
that time is over. And, as He has shown in dreams and said from prophets: God 
will give this rule to whom He will. God the Judge bangs his gavel. Verses 24-28 

“Then from his presence the hand was sent, and this writing was inscribed. And 
this is the writing that was inscribed: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, and PARSIN. This is the 
interpretation of the matter: MENE, God has numbered the days of your kingdom 
and brought it to an end; TEKEL, you have been weighed in the balances and 
found wanting; PERES, your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and 
Persians.”  

But this has been announced for decades! Chapter two said that a kingdom of 
silver would follow Babylon’s kingdom of gold. God gives rule to whom He will. 



When is this going to happen? Where is this punishment? God’s people are 
waiting. They want freedom. They want justice! They want the evil punished! 

[Subpoint 2] Punishment executed 

They must wait no longer. Daniel is rewarded for his wisdom and promoted. But it 
might be a temporary position. Maybe not even 24 hours. That very night, 
October 12, 539BC, the anniversary of which was just last Friday, Babylon fell. The 
gods of gold, silver, and other metals offered no protection. The Persians were 
invading. Proud, idolatrous Belshazzar feasted behind Babylon’s thick walls 
trusting that he was safe. It would likely be his final meal.  

Vv. 30-31- That very night Belshazzar the Chaldean king was killed. And Darius the 
Mede received the kingdom, being about sixty-two years old. 

Finally. Finally! Praise God, Hallelujah, evil Babylon is punished! God’s people are 
free from their evil rule! God the judge has put down the gavel and taken up the 
executioner’s sword. He holds it high no longer. He brings it down swiftly.  

[Summary] In chapter 1 we were told that Daniel lived until the reign of the 
Persians. In chapter 2 we were told that there would be a kingdom after the 
Babylonians. In chapter 3 God delivers His faithful servants. In chapter 4 we are 
told that God gives rule to whom He will. Now, in chapter 5 we see that we are 
right to trust that God will punish evil kingdoms. History marches on. A new 
empire. More freedom. Progress- just like God said. And now look how far we’ve 
progressed? No fiery furnaces! No lions’ dens! A first amendment that is meant to 
secure religious liberty! Rule by the people. Not dictators! Doesn’t this feel like 
progress?! 

[Apologetics] Did you know that ancient Greek and Roman cultures believed that 
history went in an endless series of cycles? Repeating itself over and over again? 
It wasn’t until the Judeo-Christian worldview came along that there was a sense 
that history is actually making progress, toward a goal. Christianity sees God as 
directing history to the ends He has prepared for it. And our culture, and probably 
some of you in this room, are happy to keep this idea of progress. But our culture 
has thrown out the underlying truth that it’s God who is directing it. It does not 
follow. It makes no sense. The ancient Greeks are more consistent than our 
culture is. If a personal God is not directing history, then it’s left in the vapors of 



impersonal fate or chance. Impersonal things can’t make goals. They can’t direct 
progress. Thank God for bringing progress to history and using Christianity to 
bring it to our culture. But progress toward what? 

As Belshazzar has shown, it’s a progress toward a courtroom. Toward facing the 
Creator as our Judge. Toward reward for those faithful to God’s Word like Daniel. 
Clothed with royal purple. Or toward judgment and death like Belshazzar the 
proud. Belshazzar the idolater. Belshazzar who should have known better. A judge 
who will usher His people into His presence just as the exiles were freed by the 
Persians to return home. To rebuild the temple. Where God’s presence could be 
found. But a Judge who will send the evil to their deaths. Trust that God will 
punish evil kingdoms. Belshazzar knew of Nebuchadnezzar- he should have known 
better. We know of Belshazzar- have we learned?  

[Gospel] The Israelites had been weighed and found wanting themselves. Their 
achievements did not satisfy God. They too were proud and idolatrous. Time and 
again. Were they doomed to repeat history again? Where was progress for them? 
Progress was found in entrusting themselves to God who punishes wicked 
kingdoms. He is also merciful and gracious and abounding in steadfast love and 
faithfulness to thousands. God who is trustworthy and who not only kept his 
promises to Judge but who would keep His promise to save. God who is 
trustworthy and could provide someone who, when weighed in the divine 
balances, wasn’t found wanting. Whose achievements satisfied God’s law rather 
than came up short. God- who could provide someone else to take the 
punishment due to idolaters and prideful people. And just as the rule of evil 
Babylon had come to an end, so too, 600 years later would the rule of Satan come 
to an end. Jesus, the trustworthy prosecutor spoke God’s Words of judgment to 
the world. And Jesus took the punishment of God in the place of perpetrators of 
evil. Trustworthy Jesus. Coming to judge righteously and coming to save fully. 
Which will you have Him do for you? The Handwriting is on the wall. Will you turn 
from your pride and the idols you are looking to for meaning? Will you turn to 
Jesus by repenting of your sins? Will you trust that He paid for your sins fully and 
completely on the cross? Today? Time marches on. History is making progress. 

[Application] Progress. It’s happening. The Babylonians probably scoffed at God’s 
promises to judge them. It’s been months, years, decades- God still hasn’t judged! 



People say the same today. This is evidence of His kindness. Giving us time to 
repent of our pride and idolatry. Giving us time to grow in our trust in Him. Giving 
us time to watch Him fulfill his role as trustworthy prosecutor as the hidden evils 
are revealed in time.  

Progress. We’re headed for a goal. God is directing us there. But remember that 
it’s only God’s kingdom that will stand at the finish. Where righteousness is fully 
accomplished and deliverance fully achieved. And that means that sometimes we 
have to wait. The exiles had to wait for decades. Some of us have faced the same 
thing. You’ve prayed for deliverance from your singleness, your childlessness, 
your illness, the sin you struggle with. It’s been months, years, decades and you 
want to be free from the oppression of your depression, your addiction, your 
pain. God promised a Savior and He kept His Word. God promises you’ll be 
delivered and evil will be punished- but sometimes we have to wait. God is with 
you while you are waiting. God is using this to make the arrival all the sweeter. 

Your life is not a waste! The things you do now are moving you toward God’s goal. 
The diapers, the feedings, the cleaning. The attendance, the assignments, the 
reports, the tests. The Bible reading, the prayers, the tears, the encouragement. 
The dependence on Christ when your life is falling apart. Trust that God sees it. 
When you sin, trust that God sees you clothed in the perfect obedience of Jesus. 
When you go on the church plant and you see resistance from the landlords, the 
neighbors, even other churches- trust God. His kingdom will last. He will punish 
evil kingdoms.  

[Conclusion] For nearly 10 years the US government promised to punish Osama 
Bin Laden. Could we trust them to do what they said? Then, word was released in 
early May 2011, nearly a decade later, that evil bin Laden had been found and 
that he had been killed by American troops. Finally, justice. A promise kept. A 
fitting punishment. The Sovereign God- far more trustworthy than the US 
government- holds out the promise that He will punish evil kingdoms. He’s given 
us the true story of the handwriting on the wall as one more reason to believe 
Him.  

 


