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We Must Know That God Rules 

[Announce Text] Please keep your Bibles open to Daniel chapter 4. 

[Scripture Introduction] My name is Brett Sweet and I’m one of the pastors here. 
In the book of Daniel we find God’s people at a low point. They’ve been 
conquered in battle. Last week we relived the great story of the fiery furnace. We 
were comforted with a great and eternal truth: God alone is able to deliver us 
from our trials. This week we’ll pick up in chapter 4 where, it seems, the tables 
have turned on King Nebuchadnezzar … 

[Prayer for illumination] Please pray with me… 

[Illustration] What would you like your younger self to know? Imagine that you 
could go back in time and speak to your younger self- what would you want to 
know? Would you want to know what to study? Would you to know which stocks 
to buy? Would you want to know if or who you were going to marry? Would you 
want to know which mistakes you should avoid? 

 Maybe you are there now. Your life would be better if you just had access 
to things you don’t currently know. You want to know how to help your children. 
You want to know how to do well in school. You want to know what the final 
years of your life will look like. You want to know how you are going to pay for all 
of these needs. You want to know what is true. I don’t know about you, but I want 
to know what’s going on with our government. I want to know who in the 
government can be trusted. I want to know what sort of world my children will 
live in. I want to know whether they will live in freedom or oppression. I want to 
know if justice will prevail. Much of these things are known only by God. But what 
if God wanted His people to know something? What if God saw concerned 
people in an oppressive culture. Under horrible rulers. Not knowing the future. 
What would God want them to know? 

 That’s the situation the exiles in Babylon find themselves in. Away from 
their homeland of Israel. In a hostile culture. It’s where we Christians find 
ourselves today. Away from our homeland in Heaven. On a hostile earth. But God 
wants his exiled people to know something, In Daniel 4, God tells us that 

[Proposition] We must know that God rules. 
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 In Daniel 4 is like the sequel to Daniel 2, though it has probably come 
decades later. It’s like déjà vu. Nebuchadnezzar, the powerful leader. A troubling 
dream. God’s servant Daniel as the only interpreter. A pagan king recognizing the 
One, True God’s sovereign kingship over all other kings. All good fathers repeat 
important things to the children they love- and our Heavenly Father is the 
greatest Father of them all. He wanted His exiled children in Babylon to know the 
comforting truth that He rules. He wants us to know that same comforting truth- 
He rules. God gave us this passage of Scripture to know two things about His rule: 
We must know what God rules. We must know how God rules.  

 Let’s look first at the first thing that God wants us to know. 

[Main Point 1] We must know what God rules. 

Unlike earlier and later chapters in the book of Daniel, chapter 4 pretty much 
gives us the resolution of the story right up front. The Most High God has done a 
wonderful thing for Nebuchadnezzar. So we expect a happy ending. God has used 
signs and wonders to show that God rules everywhere, forever. And God is going 
to say, at least three times in this passage, that He rules over the kingdoms of 
men. If that’s the case… 

[Subpoint 1] We must know that God rules over GOOD kingdoms of men. 

Verses 11-12, and v. 30 tell us that Babylon was not all bad. Especially depending 
on your point of view. In the dream, sent by God, we see that Nebuchadnezzar’s 
kingdom was a blessing to the Babylonian people and many other people. This 
kingdom was good because it provided stability. This good kingdom provided 
protection. This good kingdom provided food and resources to its subjects. Listen 
to vv. 11-12 

The tree grew and became strong, and its top reached to heaven, and it was 
visible to the end of the whole earth. Its leaves were beautiful and its fruit 
abundant, and in it was food for all. The beasts of the field found shade under it, 
and the birds of the heavens lived in its branches, and all flesh was fed from it. 

Further, in v. 30, we hear a prideful King Nebuchadnezzar celebrating the 
greatness of Babylon. It was a great city. It had impressive walls built for 
protection- so big that large chariots with horses could turn around on them. He 
had the legendary hanging gardens created to honor his wife- and these were so 
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impressive, that they are considered one of the seven great wonders of the 
ancient world. If you were a Babylonian, this was a good kingdom. A strong 
military, a strong economy, diversity, beauty. This sounds like a place many of us 
hope our country would be like. But God wants us to know that it’s not talented 
or powerful leaders who are ultimately in charge. God wants us to know that He 
rules over the Good kingdoms of men. 

So if God wants us to know that He rules over the good kingdoms of men we need 
to also recognize that 

[Subpoint 2] God wants us to know that God rules over the BAD kingdoms of men. 

God’s Word gives us a number of principles for evaluating whether a kingdom is a 
good one or a bad one. Is it just? What is the character of those who rule? Does it 
promote life and human flourishing? What are the implications of certain 
policies? But there is also room for a diversity of viewpoints and interpretations 
for how those are applied. From the interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar and many 
Babylonians, Babylon was a great place and doing much good. But we’ve seen 
that Babylon was also a bad kingdom of men.  

Babylon was a place that could be incredibly intolerant toward the exclusive 
religion requiring that only the One, True God be worshiped. This could mean 
death in a fiery furnace. Or a lion’s den. You could be a faithful citizen and loyal 
subject and advance high in its hierarchy, only to be killed for not being able to 
read the king’s mind. Babylon could come plunder and pillage your hometown 
and take you away for the rest of your life. Even great accomplishments like the 
impressive construction projects of walls or gardens could be accomplished 
through oppression and slave labor. That’s a reason why Daniel’s application of 
the dream is found in v. 27- 

Therefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable to you: break off your sins by 
practicing righteousness, and your iniquities by showing mercy to the oppressed, 
that there may perhaps be a lengthening of your prosperity. 

Stop the injustice. Be merciful to the poor and alien. Practice justice and 
righteousness! Repent of your oppression! Help turn this Bad kingdom of men 
into a better one. But regardless- you must know that it’s God who is the ultimate 
ruler. 
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[Illustration] For those of us who have had serious illnesses or loved those who 
have oftentimes the earliest stages are the worst. We know something is wrong 
but we don’t know what. There is great temptation to fear because of the 
unknown. When I found a lump near my collarbone, the question was: Could this 
be cancer? And I was afraid. Then, when my physician looked at a chest X-Ray he 
told me I had cancer, but we didn’t know what kind. Was it lymphoma? Was it 
lung cancer? Was it something rare that couldn’t be diagnosed? Was it in my 
bone marrow? Would it be treatable? I was living in the land of the unknown. My 
oncologist got food poisoning, so I had to have my appointments postponed. I had 
to wait, not knowing what was going on in my body. But as more information 
came in- it’s not lung cancer, it’s not leukemia, we know it’s Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma. We know that it’s a very treatable kind of Hodgkin’s Lymphoma. It’s 
not in your bone marrow. We have a plan. We know what the next step is. Let’s 
get you in for surgery. Then, we’ll get you started on chemotherapy. Although 
there was still a lot of fear and anxiety there was comfort to be found. I know the 
diagnosis. I know the treatment I’ll be getting. I know that it’s usually effective. I 
know people are with me as I go through this. The more I knew, the more comfort 
I found.     

[Application] God intends the same thing for us today. When we look around at 
the world around us, we should be comforted in knowing that God rules the 
kingdoms of men- good and bad. God rules when the people in blue are in charge 
and God rules when the people in red are in charge. God rules where socialism 
and communism oppress religious freedom. God rules where republics and 
democracies allow choice. This is a fact. We need to recognize and accept it’s 
truth. We need to know that God rules over the kingdom of men. So Christians 
should never be the ones panicking about election results. Christians should never 
be the ones pinning all their hopes on election results. Christians should never be 
bemoaning that if only this or that law wouldn’t have been passed or rejected, 
everything would be better. Elected officials matter. Laws matter. Votes matter. 
But we must know that God rules the kingdoms of men- the good ones, the bad 
ones, and everything in between. 

And this is important for us to realize- if God is powerful enough to rule over 
kingdoms and empires, He rules over the smaller kingdoms we live in. Know that 
God rules the kingdom of the retirement community where we will be living soon- 
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wondering if we’ll be cared for. Know that God rules the kingdom of the 
playground where the mean girls try to make your life miserable. Know that God 
rules the kingdom of social media where everybody seems so happy, everybody 
except you. Know that God rules the kingdom of your job, your bosses, your 
coworkers, your clients. Know that God rules the kingdom of your home when 
you and your spouse get along and when you don’t. When your kids are 
respectful and obedient and when they aren’t. Know that God rules the kingdom 
of information- what comes through the news and what doesn’t. Know that God 
rules in the kingdom of your health- whether you will be able to move right, think 
right, act right. We need to know that God rules. 

This was meant to comfort the Jewish exiles in Babylon and it’s meant to comfort 
Heaven’s exiles on earth. We need to know that events are not out of control. We 
need to know that God rules. This comfort should free us to obey. We were once 
slaves to sin. But Jesus has come and freed us to live in His kingdom, under His 
rule. This means that we can serve others with the comfort knowing that God 
sees us. This means that we can obey Him with the comfort knowing that God will 
likely use our obedience to make our relationships stronger and more loving. This 
means that we can look to the future in comfort and hope, knowing that God 
rules. Over our children’s salvation. Over the seemingly endless march of aging. 
Over our pains. Over our successes. Over the oppression we feel from the 
Nebuchadnezzars in our lives. But we must know these truths in order to find 
comfort in them. 

We must know that God rules. We must know that God rules the kingdoms of 
men. Good kingdoms, bad kingdoms. Large kingdoms and small kingdoms. 
Political kingdoms. Social kingdoms. Visible kingdoms and invisible kingdoms. 

We must know that God rules the kingdoms of men. But if that’s what God rules, 
a follow-up question this text answers is: “How does God rule?” 

[Main Point 2] We must know how God rules. 

God rules the kingdoms of men. And that is meant to comfort us. But sometimes 
it doesn’t it doesn’t seem to make sense. If we knew more details would we find 
this more comforting or less comforting? What does it look like? God wants us to 
know two things about the way He is ruling. 
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[Subpoint 1] First, We must know that God rules actively.  

Since the Fall, regardless of the cultural time or place, people are generally more 
alike than different. We have similar weaknesses when we think about God. The 
Jewish exiles, Nebuchadnezzar, and ourselves all tend to believe that God really 
isn’t active in the affairs of the world. Maybe He’s out there, but He’s 
uninterested, uninvolved, or both. But God wants us to know that He is active in 
this world. He wants us to know that He rules actively in all areas of life. In 
Babylon, God was ruling by speaking to Nebuchadnezzar through dreams, through 
His advisor Daniel, through a voice from Heaven, and by literally removing his 
ability to think properly. Nebuchadnezzar didn’t heed God’s warnings and God 
actively imposed His rule on this powerful king. Listen to vv. 31-33 

While the words were still in the king’s mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, “O 
King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: The kingdom has departed from you, 
and you shall be driven from among men, and your dwelling shall be with the 
beasts of the field. And you shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and seven 
periods of time shall pass over you, until you know that the Most High rules the 
kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will.” Immediately the word was fulfilled 
against Nebuchadnezzar. He was driven from among the men and ate grass like 
an ox, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven till his hair grew as long as 
eagles’ feathers, and his nails were like birds’ claws. 

King Nebuchadnezzar was at ease and prospering, we are told in v. 4. He 
continued to prosper for another 12 months, and God actively intervenes and 
makes the most powerful man on earth into the intellectual equivalent of a cow 
in a field. God wants us to know that He rules the kingdom of men- and He is 
active in doing so. Do you know that today? 

God rules actively. What else do we need to know about how God rules? 

[Subpoint 2] We must know that God rules by giving reign to whom He wills.  

It’s not just savvy political genius. It’s not just leading a well-timed military 
overthrow. It’s not just being born into the right family. We must know that God 
gives the kingdom of men to whom He wills. This fact is repeated three times 
word-for-word. Nebuchadnezzar has his dream. It’s a giant tree that reaches to 
Heaven like the rebellious Tower of Babel tried to do, in the same location 
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centuries before. It’s impressive and then a “watcher”- probably an angel- 
appears and pronounces a judgment that the tree should be cut down for the 
purpose that “the living may know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men 
and gives it to whom he will and sets over it the lowliest of men.” Daniel is the 
only one who gets it. 

So Daniel interprets it. He tells Nebuchadnezzar that he is the tree. He tactfully 
leaves out the part of God giving kingdoms to “lowly men,” but says the same 
thing. If he doesn’t repent, he will live like a beast for a period of time, “Till you 
know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will.” 

Then, the only possible tension in the story. Will Nebuchadnezzar heed the 
warning? Maybe for a little bit. But in his pride. In his focus on himself. On his 
power. On his accomplishments. On his rule. He looks down and around from his 
rooftop rather than looking up, and the prophecy comes true. A voice comes from 
heaven. The kingdom has departed from you, you won’t be able to live with men. 
You’ll need to live with beasts. You shall act like an animal. It will last for a set 
period of time. “Until you know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and 
gives it to whom he will.” 

And after a set period of time. Nebuchadnezzar learns a valuable lesson the way 
many of us have come to know the important things in life- THE HARD WAY. He 
lifts his eyes to Heaven and God allows his reason to return to him, and maybe 
truly know something for the first time. He now knows that it’s God who rules 
forever. Nebuchadnezzar now knows that it’s only God who does according to his 
will. He knows that God gives kingdoms to whomever He will.  

[Illustration] Since Daniel is called the chief of the magicians here, I felt that I may 
be allowed to get away with a Harry Potter illustration. JK Rowling, who wrote 
those books, was still writing the final books after they had started filming the 
first few of the movies. This meant that some of the actors in the movie didn’t 
know whether they would end up being heroes or villains as they acted their 
parts. This was not the case for British Actor Alan Rickman who was praised for 
acting the part of the mysterious professor Severus Snape. JK Rowling regularly 
communicated to Rickman the nature of the character he was playing and what 
the final ending of Snape would be. Thus, while filming, he would act in the 
scenes in a way that were surprising and unexpected to the directors of the 
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series. This would compel the directors to ask, “Why did you do that scene or 
deliver that line in that way?” He would simply respond, by saying, “I know 
something that you don’t.”  

[Gospel] Christians should get similar questions: Why do you act the way you do? 
How can you act at peace, love your enemy, be so honest, be so kind, serve 
others when the world is ruled by such terrible people? Our response should be: 
“we know something that you don’t.” We know that the God of the Bible rules. 
We know that the God of the Bible is a good God. The God of the Bible knows 
about suffering in a very unique way. You see, the God of the Bible is active in this 
world and always has been. But there was a time when He was active in a very 
unique way. Jesus Christ, truly God, came and lived on this planet as an exile from 
His eternal home in Heaven with His Father and the Holy Spirit. He was born 
under a man, King Herod, who murdered small boys whom He thought 
threatened His throne. He lived in a part of the Roman Empire that was oppressed 
and controlled by an outside enemy. He was brought before an evil ruler named 
Pontius Pilate who threatened to crucify Him, even though He had done nothing 
wrong. All He had done was love. Love God. Love His neighbor. Nebuchadnezzar 
was judged for rejecting what he should have known- that God rules the 
kingdoms of men and gives them to whom he will. Shouldn’t we expect the same 
for our sin? But listen to Jesus when evil Pilate claimed his authority. When it sure 
looked like someone other than God was ruling. He says in John 19:10- 

So Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have 
authority to release you and authority to crucify you?” Jesus answered him, “You 
would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given you from 
above…” 

And Jesus was sent to the cross. Where He suffered and died. Undeservedly. 
Willingly, to save sinners. To take the wrath of God in the place of you if you turn 
from your sin and put your trust in Him. To stop warring against God’s rule. We’re 
supposed to know that God rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom He 
will- Jesus knew. And he didn’t doubt this truth like you and I tend to. And His 
perfect knowing and believing is given to people who deserve judgment so that 
we cannot just know that God rules, but actually experience His rule in our lives.  
But still, do we have the comfort we are meant to have? Yes, I believe we do. We 
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have it because not only did Jesus die under the hands of people who were given 
power from the God who rules, He conquered death for you and rose from the 
dead on the third day. And there’s something more about this that God wants us 
all to know. Listen to Matthew 28:16-18 

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 
directed them. And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of 
the age. 

We must know that God rules. And here’s why that is so comforting despite our 
time as exiles in the Babylons of this world: He gives that authority to whomever 
He will. And He’s given it to Jesus. Jesus who has seen the abuse caused by evil 
dictators up close. Who suffered under their rule. Jesus who loves perfectly and 
uses his authority for the good of His people. Jesus, who is willing to die for the 
people He loves. Jesus, who promises to be with His people forever. In this life. 
And in the life to come. Jesus, who will one day soon, destroy and punish the evil 
rulers of the world and set up an eternal kingdom of love, joy, and peace.  

[Application] Do you know the great scandal of this? At a foundational level, the 
exiles were exiles because they were sinners- sure they said prayers, attended 
temple services, kept the holy days. The Babylonians rejected God by worshiping 
other gods, but the exiles often rejected God by trusting in their own obedience 
and their heritage and history. Do you think God owes you His favor because 
you’ve behaved or obeyed better than those oppressors around you? Do you get 
angry when God doesn’t use His rule to give you what you think you’ve earned 
from Him? Maybe you want God to know that you rule, that He needs to do what 
you require of Him. God comforted the exiles who had nothing to cling to except 
Him. He offered no real comfort to those who tried to exert their rule against His. 
Nebuchadnezzar did this-He needed to learn and know that God rules. Most of us 
need to humble ourselves and know that God rules. 

God wants you to know that He rules. We know that the cool kids, crooked 
politicians, evil despots, HOA Presidents, abusive husbands and fathers aren’t the 
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ones with unending total control. God wants us to know that Jesus is in control, 
He gives and He can take it away immediately. He rules through Jesus Christ. 
There will still be trials for most of us. There will still be suffering. There will still 
be times of loneliness, depression, and doubts. Faith is not yet sight. But Jesus, 
who loves better than anyone in history- rules. We must know that God rules. 
When we know this we are comforted. We know that while we go through the 
day hungry, the one who loves us is preparing a feast for us when we arrive 
home.  

We must know that we’re not alone. There are other exiles traveling with us. God 
wants us to know the one whom He’s given all authority. He Has walked this path 
ahead of us. He wants us to be comforted. He knows the way.  

[Conclusion] When we look at Daniel chapter 4 God tells us something that we 
must know. We don’t need to know the winning lottery numbers. We don’t need 
to know if we’ll get married or not. We don’t need to know the eternal destinies 
of our children or other loved ones. We don’t need to know the nature of our 
deaths. These are secrets that belong to the Lord. But God says we do need to 
know something that will help us with every area of life. God says that we, and 
everyone on earth, must know that it’s God who rules in and through Jesus Christ.   

 


