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Who’s really in charge here? 

[Announce Text] Please keep your Bibles open to Daniel chapter 2 

[Scripture Introduction] My name is Brett Sweet and I’m one of the pastors here. 
In the book of Daniel we find God’s people at a low point. They’ve been 
conquered in battle. Their temple has been destroyed. This is a problem because 
it’s the only place they can fully worship God. Further, they’ve been hauled 900 
miles away to immoral and bloodthirsty Babylon. To top this off, God’s prophets 
have told the people that this is all judgment for their sin in keeping with his 
promises. Last week, in chapter 1 we saw that God can be trusted to keep us 
faithful in a cruel culture through the lives of Daniel and his friends. We now find 
them in a new crisis. Before we pick it up again in chapter 2… 

[Prayer for illumination] please pray with me… 

[Illustration] You awake in your cold bed in an early Russian December. The year 
is 1825. “Who’s really in charge here?” the question for citizens of the Russian 
Empire during December 1825- people like you. Tsar Alexander the I just died 
with no heirs to his throne. Surely it makes sense for Alexander’s younger 
brother, Constantine, to take the throne. But a rumor comes through to you that 
Constantine doesn’t want it. He wants to live a life of retirement. Supposedly 
there is a plan for power to go to their younger brother Nicholas. But here was 
the problem- they had unwisely kept this information hidden from all but three 
living people. Since none of these people are at the Winter Palace of the Russian 
monarchy at Alexander’s death, the news has to be spread by official letter 
carriers by horse. First to Warsaw for Constantine to offer his formal refusal and 
then back to Moscow. Where is the wisdom in all of this? Who is in control? 
Who will lead the kingdom? After a few weeks the news comes to you that 
Nicholas will be king. But things are uncertain, much of the Russian military hates 
Nicholas and some order what becomes known as the Decembrist revolt. So many 
things are out of control. Who’s really in charge here? Even the wisest men in 
Russia don’t know what’s going on. The religious leaders don’t know who’s in 
control. And if they don’t find answers soon, will the Decembrists push Nicholas 
from the kingdom and have the whole empire collapse? 

 Many of us find ourselves in a similar place in our lives. We look around and 
we have to ask ourselves: Who’s really in charge here? The Russians went weeks 
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without clear answers. Many of us have been going our whole lives asking the 
same question: Who’s really in charge here? God’s people, exiled in Babylon 
thought they knew the answer to that question. King Nebuchadnezzar- an 
impulsive and unreasonable tyrant. These Jewish exiles are asking the same 
question as 19th Century Russians and Us: 

[Proposition] Who’s really in charge here? 

We all want to know. Where do we go when we have problems, when we need 
approval, when we need power? Our culture would say that either nobody is in 
charge or that each of us, as individuals is in charge- but this passage of God’s 
Word is going to tell us otherwise. Who’s really in charge here? If that’s the big 
question, then we have three other questions that will lead us to the answer: 
Who is the source of all wisdom? Who controls all things? Whose kingdom will 
last? Repeat 

Who’s really in charge here? We’ll be helped by asking, first: 

[Main Point 1] Who is the source of wisdom? 

[Subpoint 1] Who is the source of wisdom? Not men. 

King Nebuchadnezzar had a rough night- he just had a dream- and something, or 
rather, Someone impresses into him that this dream is significant. It has meaning. 
But this powerful king who rules over other kings doesn’t know what it means. So 
he commands that the wisest men in the nation be brought to him. He tells them 
it will only take them a minute- If they have the wisdom to execute his request. 
Just tell him his dream and what it means. These enchanters, spiritual gurus, 
these scholars are forced to admit that there is a limit to their wisdom. Look at vv. 
10-11 

The Chaldeans answered the king and said, “There is not a man on earth who can 
meet the king's demand, for no great and powerful king has asked such a thing of 
any magician or enchanter or Chaldean. 11 The thing that the king asks is difficult, 
and no one can show it to the king except the gods, whose dwelling is not with 
flesh.” 
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We enlightened and modern westerners aren’t surprised by the failure of these 
backward Pagans but look- faithful and wise Daniel agrees with them- Men aren’t 
the source of wisdom. Look at vv. 25-27 

Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king in haste and said thus to him: “I 
have found among the exiles from Judah a man who will make known to the king 
the interpretation.” 26 The king declared to Daniel, whose name was 
Belteshazzar, “Are you able to make known to me the dream that I have seen and 
its interpretation?” 27 Daniel answered the king and said, “No wise 
men, enchanters, magicians, or astrologers can show to the king the mystery 
that the king has asked, 

Men aren’t the source of wisdom.  

[Subpoint 2] Who is the source of wisdom? God. 

God is omniscient- He knows all things actual and possible. In fact, if God didn’t 
know all things, any knowledge at all would be impossible. But we serve a God 
who knows all things, who is the source of wisdom, and is pleased to reveal both 
Himself and some of the things He knows to His people. The wisest men in the 
most powerful nation couldn’t provide answers about Nebuchadnezzar’s dream 
and its interpretation. But God can and does. Listen to Daniel’s prayer of praise to 
God after the truth was revealed to him in vv. 20-21- 

Daniel answered and said: “Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, to 
whom belong wisdom and might. He changes times and seasons; he removes 
kings and sets up kings; he gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who 
have understanding; 

And when Daniel goes to tell Nebuchadnezzar his dream, Daniel humbly does not 
claim to be smart. He gives credit where it’s due. Listen to vv. 27-28: 

Daniel answered the king and said, “No wise men, enchanters, magicians, or 
astrologers can show to the king the mystery that the king has asked, but there is 
a God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and he has made known to King 
Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days.  
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And Daniel, who knows the One True God, who is the source of all wisdom tells 
the king the dream and its meaning. And pagan King Nebuchadnezzar is forced to 
admit in v. 47 that God is the one who is the source of wisdom and revelation. 

[Illustration] After graduating from high school in 1942 at age 16, Tom Dowd 
enrolled in Columbia University where he was employed in the physics laboratory. 
At age 18 he was drafted with the rank of sergeant a put to work on a Top Secret 
project and was told to continue his work in Physics at Columbia. He worked on 
the Manhattan Project that developed the atomic bomb under immense secrecy 
by the US government. So when Dowd went back to obtain his degree in nuclear 
physics, all of his previous studies and work were unrecognized and Columbia’s 
curriculum was further behind in its understanding of nuclear physics than Dowd 
was. The textbooks were teaching things that Dowd knew to be false. This Ivy 
League university could offer no real insight or wisdom into Dowd’s knowledge. 
But the other students in the program didn’t know this, so they thought that they 
were receiving the best possible education in nuclear physics…but their source of 
knowledge and information was outdated and incorrect.   

[Application] Nebuchadnezzar went to the Chaldean intellectuals- his Ivy League 
experts, as the source of wisdom and knowledge, so too do many of us. We think 
that if we attend the right school, we get the right degree, read the right books, or 
talk to smart people we will have the wisdom we need. And many of these things 
can be helpful, but they are not the ultimate source of wisdom. If we are trusting 
in the wisdom of men as the ultimate source, we will be let down.  

Doctors, inventors, scientists, philosophers, university professors, the collective 
wisdom of the internet don’t know everything. Life coaches, experts on tv, 
religious gurus or pastors, and certainly celebrities are not the source of wisdom. 
Do not build your life believing that such people know everything. God is pleased, 
as we see with Daniel, to reveal knowledge to people. But hese people are not the 
source of all wisdom.  

For us, the great comfort is that God is the source of wisdom. So when things get 
shaky, when nobody else has the answers, when it looks like there’s no way out 
for us other than execution, death, or some other form of suffering- we can go to 
the source of wisdom. That’s what Daniel did. Daniel and his friends didn’t start 
strategizing and panicking in order to survive their death sentence. They went to 
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God, the source of all wisdom, for answers. We can do the same. We can speak to 
God in prayer and ask God for help and wisdom. We can seek what He’s revealed 
to us in His Word and ask the Holy Spirit to use His Word to reveal what we need 
to know.  

[Transition] Who’s really in charge here? God, the source of all wisdom. But 
knowing things does not always mean we can make things happen. In order to 
know who’s really in charge we also need to ask 

[Main Point 2] Who controls all things? 

The Jewish people in Babylon were being oppressed. Many of us have felt the 
same way in our lives. It looks like evil or immoral people are tying us down. It 
looks like they have complete control- that’s what we would expect of someone 
like powerful King Nebuchadnezzar. But appearances are not always reality. 

[Subpoint 1] Who controls all things? NOT the powerful. 

King Nebuchadnezzar had more power than is possible in our country. He had 
complete control of the military, complete control of the treasury, complete 
control of the people. We would say that this man had absolute power. And 
absolute power, the saying goes, corrupts absolutely. This power is so great that 
Nebuchadnezzar can issue completely irrational and impossible demands. He 
requires people to read his mind. He forces people to remember something that 
they hadn’t even experienced. Nebuchadnezzar is so powerful he makes 
impossible demands that can’t be met. He is so powerful that he can put an end 
to people’s lives when those unreasonable demands aren’t met. This is power- 
and yet, he couldn’t control all things. He couldn’t find the answer to his dreams. 
He couldn’t compel action through threats. He couldn’t get what he wanted. He 
was powerful, but he could not accomplish what was really needed. 

And if the most powerful people on earth can’t control all things, it poses the 
question of who’s really in charge here? The One who is really in charge would be 
able to accomplish exactly what He wants, when He wants and control 
everything. 

[Subpoint 2] Who controls all things? God. 
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In verse 10 the Chaldeans tell Nebuchadnezzar that his demands are out of their 
control. It’s impossible for man to know the thoughts and dreams of another 
because they are out of our control. But God makes the impossible possible. 
Listen to verses 20-23: 

Daniel answered and said: “Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, to 
whom belong wisdom and might. He changes times and seasons; he removes 
kings and sets up kings; he gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those 
who have understanding; he reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what is in 
the darkness, and the light dwells with him. To you, O God of my fathers, I give 
thanks and praise, for you have given me wisdom and might, and have now made 
known to me what we asked of you, for you have made known to us the king’s 
matter.” 

King Nebuchadnezzar threatens to put an end to people if they don’t do what he 
says, but God, as we see in v. 21, puts an end to kings. He’s the one who is full of 
wisdom and might. Whatever power and control Nebuchadnezzar had was given 
to him by God, and God can and will, as we’ll see in later chapters, remove it 
whenever He wants. 

[Illustration] If we think back to the events of Russia in 1825, the 3000 Decembrist 
troops wanted to force Constantine, or someone like him, to take the throne at 
Alexander’s death. Most of them were military leaders and organized their men 
to resist the rise of Tsar Nicholas. For a short time, these men controlled Senate 
Square, the seeds of a successful revolution were planted. Many civilians seemed 
to support them and they expected the rest of the military to join them. Then 
Nicholas and 9000 loyal troops showed up in power, opened fire, and it was clear 
who was really in control- it was Nicholas. 

[Application] To the faithful exiles in Babylon, it looked like Nebuchadnezzar was 
in control, but Nebuchadnezzar may as well be a failed Decembrist because the 
One True God is the one who was really in charge in Babylon. He is still in control 
today, in your office, your home, your school, your car, your medical 
appointments, yes, even the church nursery. 

The school year has started and it seems like it’s the popular kids who are in 
control. Or you think about November elections and you are worried about what 
that one political party is going to do when they are in control. Or you think about 
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your job and you get concerned- can the economy keep growing forever? Or you 
look at your little kids, you are reminding them and disciplining them and they 
defy you and disobey you- it seems like they are the ones in control. Who’s really 
in charge here? 

God controls all things! Things are not always, or even often, what they appear to 
be when we see our circumstances. It’s not chance or charm and the people who 
hold them who are in control- It’s God. This is the comfort that God holds out to 
the His people in Babylon and His people in Spokane. Nothing will happen to you 
that is outside of God’s complete control of all events. God promises to use His 
control for the good of His people. He is pleased to reveal Himself and His ways to 
His people who seek Him out. God is the one who controls all things. 

Who’s really in charge here? The one who’s in charge must be someone who has 
complete knowledge and complete control, but what difference would that make 
if all of it was temporary? A wise and powerful ruler would be of little comfort to 
us if His rule would come to end. So we come to our final question: 

[Main Point 3] Whose kingdom will last? 

[Subpoint 1] Whose kingdom will last? Not the kings of this earth.  

God reveals the dream and its interpretation to Daniel. It’s a huge statue, 
composed of different metals and substances- gold, silver, bronze, iron and clay. 
And each of those metals represents a different kingdom. And while this imposing 
statue imposes its mass over the heads of those around it, we’re told that a rock 
seems to come bouncing down a hill and is propelled like an axe into the feet of 
the statue and the whole statue collapses.  

Traditionally, conservatives have interpreted those metals to represent specific 
historical kingdoms. The gold for Nebuchadnezzar and Babylon, Silver for the 
Medo-Persian dynasty, Bronze for ancient Greece under the rule of Alexander the 
Great, and Iron mixed with clay as the powerful Roman Empire. I’m inclined to 
agree with them. But the kingdoms in the dream are less important than what the 
dream represents- and that is that the kingdoms of this earth will not last. The 
exiles in Babylon were under the rule of a bloodthirsty, violent, and impulsive 
king. They needed comfort, and the comfort they received is that there would be 
kings after Nebuchadnezzar- His rule would end. No matter how powerful. 
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Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus, Darius, Themistocles, Philip, Alexander, Caesar, Nero, 
Constantine became, their kingdoms must be temporary- they cannot stand 
forever. Eventually, they’ll shake, teeter, totter, and tumble over completely. In 
fact, the passage of time only serves to show that we think less and less about 
these once great kingdoms with each year. Their empires have collapsed like the 
statue in the dream, they’ve been pounded to dust and disappeared with a 
change in the wind. Never to be seen again, never to return. Temporary rulers 
aren’t really in charge, they’re just placeholders for the once to come after them. 
So let’s ask again: 

[Subpoint 2] Whose kingdom will last? Jesus’ kingdom will last. 

The Israelites in Babylon, were forced to face the possibility that they would be 
stuck and stranded far from home, in a hostile culture forever. That they would be 
annihilated from the face of the earth. That, in the cosmic battle of good versus 
evil, the evil Babylonians and rulers like them would triumph. But boy, when the 
Jewish exiles turn on the TV and expect to hear the nightly news about 
Babylonian oppression- does this dream surprise them. These oppressive and 
powerful kingdoms will not last. Something is going to take them down- a stone 
carved by God. And this stone does something that ordinary rocks just don’t do 
when they are on the surface of the earth- it grows. And this little rock grows and 
grows. Where the statue could be seen from town, this rock carved by God 
becomes a mountain that grows so large it can be seen from space- it’s going to 
cover the whole earth. 

V. 21 says that God raises kings and empires up and puts them down. The dream 
provides us with a unique and unusual picture. Look with me at vv. 34-35: 

Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold, all together were 
broken in pieces, and became like the chaff of the summer threshing floors; and 
the wind carried them away, so that not a trace of them could be found. But the 
stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth. 

And its interpretation in vv. 44-45: 

And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall 
never be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to another people. It shall break 
in pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall stand forever, 
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just as you saw that a stone was cut from a mountain by no human hand, and that 
it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold. A great 
God has made known to the king what shall be after this. The dream is certain, 
and its interpretation sure.” 

Who’s really in charge here? The faithful exiles like Daniel and his friends needed 
comfort. Their lives will end if they can’t please the king. And then this dream 
comes that’s just as much for them as it is for Nebuchadnezzar- God is going to 
build a kingdom that will never end- only expand and grow. When would that 
be? How could it happen? What would it look like? And then, during the iron and 
clay rule of the Romans a seemingly ordinary man arises. And His name is Jesus of 
Nazareth. He is an heir to kings, a direct descendent of the great monarch King 
David. And He comes saying things like this: 

Mark 1:15- … “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and 
believe the gospel.” 

Matthew 12:28- But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the 
kingdom of God has come upon you. 

Jesus Christ came and He taught people with the authority of God Himself. He 
cast out demons, affirmed the Word of God, transformed lives, challenged 
oppressive authorities, worshiped God, performed miracles, loved people, and 
never sinned. He taught about a kingdom that is like a tiny mustard seed that, 
though small would grow to be like a tree with branches. He went on to say that 
the kingdom is like a tiny amount of yeast but that that yeast would impact the 
whole loaf of bread. That’s what the kingdom of God is like, seemingly tiny but it 
would grow to fill the whole earth. Then this Jesus went to the cross to pay the 
ransom to free His citizens from the rule of sin and Satan.  

But Jesus also said that in order to enter the kingdom of Heaven we must have a 
righteousness greater than the Scribes and Pharisees (Matthew 5:20) and “Not 
everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the 
one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.” Matthew 7:21. 

Entering God’s kingdom requires humbling ourselves like a child (Matthew 18:3-
4). It involves denying that we bring anything of significance to the King, repenting 
of our sins, and acknowledging the King’s sovereign reign over every area of our 



10 
 

lives. It involves answering the question: “Who’s really in charge here?” with the 
name of Jesus. Nebuchadnezzar and others established and controlled their 
kingdoms by killing subjects. Christ establishes His kingdom by dying for His 
subjects. We must follow our king and die to our own desires if we are to be His 
citizens. If we don’t we are outside the kingdom, building some other kingdom 
that will not last. It will blow away with the wind once we’re gone.  

[Illustration] Since having kids, I’ve spent a lot of time sitting in a car with sleeping 
children while Ali is doing important shopping. What’s interesting is that if you’re 
in a parking lot for very long you’ll see a lot of cars coming and going. And, if 
there’s much shopping to be done I’ll see a single space parked in, then open, 
then parked in by another car, then open when it leaves. And do you know what 
I’ve never seen? Someone get out of the car and wonder who had parked there 
before them. They don’t care if the car that was there before them was there for 
long or short, whether it was beat up or nice, old or new. They don’t care about 
who’s going to pull in after they leave- they just want it open when they are 
there. There is a brief time when they are there and they are gone, never to be 
remembered by others again. The previous cars were just placeholders.  

[Application] The kingdoms of this world are placeholders. It may or may not be 
possible to “Make America Great Again.” But, here’s one thing I know, if enough 
time goes by before Christ returns, this America will not last. It will have been a 
car in a parking spot, a placeholder for the next empire or nation.  

Whose kingdom are you building today? Most of us are busy trying to build our 
own kingdoms independent of King Jesus. Our family, our business, our money, 
our reputation, our inventions. Take care that yours is not one of the many 
kingdoms who will be crushed to dust and we will be punished in Hell for resisting 
the rightful rule of King Jesus. But if you are building God’s kingdom, your work 
will stand forever. We build God’s kingdom by submitting to God’s rule in our 
lives- in our marriages, in our singleness, in our youth, in our old age. We advance 
the kingdom by advancing His causes- gospel causes. Is this how you see your life- 
as ambassadors of an eternal kingdom to the world around you?  

Who’s really in charge here? God, and He’s building His kingdom no matter what 
the world around us is threatening. Hebrews 12:28-29 tells us 
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Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and 
thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, for our God 
is a consuming fire. 

This was the comfort for Daniel and his cause for worship. He was comforted that 
it wasn’t Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom that would stand- but God’s! Let’s comfort 
one another with this same truth to keep us from fear, worry, and anxiety. 

[Conclusion] So we’re not in an empire with a secret succession plan. So we’re not 
onboard a rudderless ship. We’re not on a train with no engineer. Who’s really in 
charge here? Someone who is the source of all wisdom to guide and advise us. 
Who’s really in charge here? Someone who controls all things so, someone who 
can’t be defeated. Who’s really in charge here? Someone who is building an 
unshakeable, unbreakable, unending kingdom- and His name is Jesus Christ. Let’s 
celebrate His victorious reign! 

 


