
The Final Solution 

[Announce Text] Please keep your Bibles open to Daniel chapter 12. 

[Scripture Introduction] My name is Brett Sweet and I’m one of the pastors here. 
We will close our study through the book of Daniel this week. In today’s text, we 
close the book of Daniel. This passage is basically a debriefing of the vision of the 
cosmic realities of both present and future that Daniel has just seen. And what 
we’re given is hope.   

[Prayer for illumination] Please pray with me… 

[Illustration] I read this really remarkable true story recently. There was this 
teenage boy with a bright future who was kidnapped from his family during a war 
in the Middle East. His captors took him to their king. They tried to brainwash 
him. But this boy was so intelligent and gifted that the king grew to like the boy as 
well. And the boy was promoted from being a victim of kidnapping to becoming a 
trusted advisor in the government and friend to the king. This boy became a man 
and he persevered through all kinds of turmoil. At one point the main character 
watched as the king he advised attempted to murder his closest friends. He 
persevered faithfully for decades through wars and even survived when his new 
home was invaded and attacked in war. He always seemed to have the right 
answers when nobody else had them. Are you ever tempted to flip to the end of a 
book and see how the story ends? I wanted to know how would this end. Would it 
end on a high note? Would he be reunited with his long-lost family? Would it be a 
rags-to-riches story? Like the ones we so love to see on the Hallmark Channel 
around Christmastime?  

 The true story that I read is the same one that you’ve all read with me. The 
Book of Daniel. And now we find ourselves at the end, it seems. Daniel has 
persevered through a long and eventful life that is drawing to its close. But has it 
been worth it? What is the result? What if a piece of news came in announcing 
that everything you had fought for, for your whole life, would not result in a 
happy ending? The promotion will never come. The dream house will never be 
built. Mr. or Ms. Right will never be introduced to you. The nation will never be 
great again. Daniel got this sort of news. Should you keep going on? God’s Word 
says yes. God’s Word tells an aging Daniel and all of His people here today to 



[Proposition] Persevere to the end. 

Daniel has had a long life. Now he receives a vision that his life goal will not be a 
lasting achievement. His dream of his homeland rebuilt. His goal of God’s temple 
reconstructed. If these things happen, he’s told, they will be temporary. And yet, 
this passage gives us a happy ending. For those who persevere, the ending will be 
happier than any cheesy TV holiday movie. But if that’s the case, it poses two 
questions to us: How long until the end? And What is the outcome of the end? 
Those are the two questions we all have. How long until the end? And what is 
the outcome of the end? 

[Main Point 1] How long until the end? 

Daniel is given a vision that shows a ruthless battle against spiritual forces and 
intense persecution from human rulers. And we’re told that God will deliver 
Daniel and all of His people from these enemies. But it’s not going to come easy, 
but this passage tells us the end is coming. So, 

[Subpoint 1] How long until the end? A limited length of time. 

Daniel overhears two angelic beings discussing the vision that has just been 
shown to him and they ask aloud the question we would all want to know in the 
end of v. 6- 

“How long shall it be till the end of these wonders?” And I heard the man clothed 
in linen, who was above the waters of the stream; he raised his right hand and his 
left hand toward heaven and swore by him who lives forever that it would be for a 
time, times, and half a time… 

And if we skip down to vv. 11-12 

And from the time that the regular burnt offering is taken away and the 
abomination that makes desolate is set up, there shall be 1,290 days. Blessed is he 
who waits and arrives at the 1,335 days.  

The angel emphasizes by raising both hands to Heaven and swearing by God 
above, that the end is surely coming. The trials and difficulties Daniel and we 
persevere will not last forever. They last a limited length of time. Numbers in 
apocalyptic literature are often not to be taken literally. So if the number seven, 
in apocalyptic literature, usually represents fullness. The “time, times, and half a 



time” seem to represent a much shorter period- something like half the time. 
Additionally, the precise number of days referenced in vv. 11-12 are probably 
meant to just show us that the time of the most intense persecution will be short 
enough to be numbered in days. We won’t have to persevere forever. We’ll only 
need to persevere for a limited amount of time. 

[Subpoint 2] How long until the end? Until the power of the holy people is 
shattered. 

This passage makes it clear that there will be the righteous and the wicked 
together until the very end. And this will lead to much difficulty for God’s people. 
In fact, it seems to say that when things may not come to an end until God’s 
people seem to run out of power. Verse 7 answers the “How Long” question with: 

…for a time, times, and half a time, and that when the shattering of the power of 
the holy people comes to an end all these things would be finished.  

Christian scholars debate what this fully means. Does it mean that worldwide, 
Christianity will be illegal and removed from the public view? Does it mean that 
the church will decrease in numbers and influence? Does it mean that the world’s 
resistance to the gospel will increase to near hopelessness? I don’t know the 
answers but I it does call us to persevere with the knowledge that hard days may 
lie ahead. It does seem to show that the gradual Christianizing of every facet of 
the world may not be the final result before the end. 

[Illustration] When I was a middle schooler, I used to enjoy distance running in 
cross country and track. There are really two types of successful distance runners- 
those who are fast and those who have endurance. My tendency was more on 
the speed side. I could run reasonably fast close to the lead for most of the 
distance and then stumble to the finish. So my coach knew that I needed to build 
my endurance up. Whereas some teammates had drills to increase their speed, 
what I was commonly told to do was to run for long periods of time. To learn to 
persevere- to build my endurance. On these runs I discovered a lot of new places 
and roads around my home town. I also learned that there was a specific situation 
where I hated running. This was when I was on a long, flat stretch of road. What I 
realized is that it didn’t matter how many focused breaths I took, how many times 
my feet hit the pavement or gravel, I didn’t seem to be any closer to the end of 
the road. The same distant mountains still in the distance. The same ditch running 



next to the road. The same plow marks in the fields. It was demoralizing. 
Sometimes I just stopped and turned around and ran somewhere else with curves 
or hills or trees. The end was so far away that I wanted to give up. If the end of 
the road was closer, it wouldn’t have bothered me. 

[Application] That’s what this passage of Scripture is saying to all of us today. The 
end is closer than you think. Where I was wrong in my running is that I thought 
that my strides weren’t getting me closer to the end. But they were. But when I 
persevered I did make it to the end of the road. We are being called to persevere 
to the end. God is telling Daniel and us that the end is closer than it seems. 
There is only a limited amount of time. It doesn’t go on forever. Does it feel like 
you’ve had mess-making toddlers forever? They don’t seem to respond to your 
discipline and correction and you want to give up. You have them for a limited 
period of time. Be faithful- teach them, love them, keep your word to them. 
When you say there will be consequences give them consequences. Are you 
depressed? Have you watched your dreams vanish into the sky one after 
another? Daniel could relate to you. Instead of easy news about the future he’s 
been given trying news about future difficulties. But those difficulties will come to 
an end. Your depression, your sadness will come to an end. Continue to 
persevere in seeking your joy in Christ. Continue to persevere in asking the 
Christians around you to pray for you and help bare your burdens. Do you look 
around you and see injustice and hate? And when you open the history books, it 
seems like that has always been the case for this world. The world wasn’t created 
this way and God will make things right. These evils and sufferings will come to an 
end. They won’t go on forever. Persevere in extending goodness and justice and 
the hope of faith in Christ to the world around you. The end is coming, not an 
endless cycle of reincarnations, not in the meaningless burnup of our solar 
system. The end is coming, and God will help us to persevere precisely to the day 
He plans. 

Persevere to the end. Maybe the end will be very soon, maybe after our deaths. 
But we know it will come when God’s allotted time has been used up. But we still 
may wonder- what’s the point? So we get to ask the same question that Daniel 
asks: 

[Main Point 2] What is the outcome of the end? 



Daniel persevered into old age. He resisted the pressure to cave to religious 
persecution. He persevered through changes of political leadership, I’m sure that 
meant some conservatives and some liberals. He persevered faithfully, taking the 
high road, even when corruption and intrigue led to others’ advancement. He 
persevered in prayer even when that meant being thrown to the lions’ den. But 
has it been worth it?  

[Subpoint 1] What is the outcome of the end? The wicked will be punished.  

We all want to know don’t we? If evil people are going to oppress the church why 
resist? Why persevere? Why not take the easy road and just live a life that is less 
likely to lead to negative media comments, difficult family conversations, or at 
least less daily cross-bearing? Daniel is given a glimpse into the future and he sees 
future persecution and oppression. Evil people rising to power. What is going to 
happen to them? They will be punished. 

Look at the end of v. 10 with me: 

But the wicked shall act wickedly. And none of the wicked shall understand, but 
those who are wise shall understand. 

When we keep this in context, we know that the outcome of the end for the 
wicked is found above in v. 2 when we are told there that 

Some (shall rise) to shame and everlasting contempt. 

The wicked won’t get away with things forever. The people who oppose God and 
harm His people are coming to the end too and the outcome of the end is 
everlasting punishment. 

[Subpoint 2] What is another outcome of the end? Those who persevere will be 
rewarded. 

Daniel persevered faithfully to the end of his life. All of Daniel’s faithfulness and 
all the faithfulness of all of God’s people throughout history will be rewarded. 
Listen to what perseverance results in- 

v. 10- purity, cleansing (being made white and refined), and understanding. 

Perseverance results in  

v. 12- happiness (Blessed) for waiting with perseverance to the end. 



Perseverance results in  

v. 13- rest- after a lifetime of persevering. And resurrection. “You shall stand” 
refers to no longer laying in the grave so is a reverence to v. 2 where we are told 
that some will receive eternal life at the resurrection. 

And this glorious news is more sure than the fact that I’m standing here. The 
angel who shared this vision with us swore by God with solemn truthfulness and 
these words have been sealed- they are sure to happen- even if Daniel and we 
don’t know all the details. There is an allotted place waiting for Daniel. Think a 
piece of property- like the lots given to each tribe of Israel when they entered the 
promised land. The end is coming. And the outcome of the end for those who 
persevere is an life full of purity, cleansing, happiness and rest.  

[Illustration] In England, in 1780, a young man named William Wilberforce was 
elected to parliament while still a college student. Four years later after talking to 
his Christian friends, reading the Bible and good books, was converted to 
Christianity. He considered leaving politics in light of his conversion but was 
encouraged by John Newton, a former slave trader and author of “Amazing 
Grace” to persevere in politics and work for the abolition of the slave trade. 
Wilberforce persevered and became a force for good, enduring more than two 
decades of defeats in parliament, riding out wars and administration changes, 
working under and beside racists, until he reached the outcome he was after. 
That occurred when the slave trade was officially abolished in 1807. His life’s work 
was rewarded. 

[Application] Our perseverance is promised those rewards too. But Wilberforce 
was in Parliament but here we are in a city with no real reputation, living lives 
with seemingly no real influence, around people with no real interest. I actually 
think that the perseverance that we are called to is both more simple and yet 
more supernatural than we think. The perseverance we’re called to are described 
with the two commands given to Daniel in vv. 12 and 13- “wait” and “go your 
way.” 

 Perseverance requires time. It implies a delay. It requires waiting. And boy 
do we hate that. We have fast food. We have google that found about 
857,000,000 results in half a second to a recent search I made. And here is God, 
telling Daniel, that the end is coming, the reward is coming, but the way to 



happiness is to wait? What this means is that the reward, the rest, the celebration 
we all desire most can’t be accelerated ahead of God’s timing. You want a 
solution to your pain? Go to the doctor. But if you try to accelerate the final 
solution to your pain in medical procedures you will end up with an addiction to 
painkillers and a future of disappointment. You need a resurrection body. You 
want an end to your loneliness. So you do everything possible to find a close 
friend or a spouse right away. But then you get to know them, and they require a 
bunch of your time and your energy- so you move on to someone else. Or they 
get to know you and they move on. But in the resurrection you will have an 
eternity of being known and loved by God fully. You want order, achievement, 
and success in your home or your career. So you create systems and files and 
schedules and charts and you color code things. But even your best efforts come 
up short. The kids still leave their shoes in front of the door, the boss thinks your 
new idea is dumb, or that account you’ve hustled for just doesn’t come in. So you 
look for a new family, a new job, a new something to give you what you need 
right now. We are living in a fallen world, where our work has been cursed due 
to sin. But in the resurrection, God’s blessings will flow far as the curse is found. 
That’s when there will be total order. All of this searching for instant gratification 
leads to stress and disappointment. But even as we try to improve our lives and 
the world around us now, we become happy when we recognize that the final 
solution is in the future. The pressure is off of us. The things we most desire will 
be found in who God is and will come after a limited amount of time. There 
becomes a contentment unlike anything we see in the lives of those around us. 

 This waiting also looks a lot like the second aspect of perseverance. Daniel 
is told twice, after seeing this impressive vision of the future, to “go your way.” 
He isn’t told to go buy a hot air balloon and travel around the globe. He isn’t told 
to start a new Ivy League institution. He’s told to go back to his life. Be faithful 
where He is. For some of us, this would be supernatural. Do you realize that when 
you are doing your schoolwork as a Christian, that work will last forever? Do you 
recognize that you don’t have to suddenly become the most important person in 
the classroom, or the sales region, or the marching band? You’ve been given a 
calling. You don’t necessarily need to be the leader of a women’s bible study or 
a MOPS group. You’re on your way. Sometimes, we need to just keep going the 
way, the direction, that God has for us. That is what perseverance looks like. It 



doesn’t mean that we stay content in our sin, or that we don’t value excellence, 
or that there isn’t a good place for ambition. It does mean that the things that we 
are often told are ordinary are actually supernatural. The things that seem 
predictable are actually unusual. And this supernatural ordinariness will be 
rewarded.  

 How can we do this? First, we see that our lives have meaning and purpose 
in God’s mind- because He rewards those who live such lives. Second, When we 
recognize that God took His time. Millenia passed but after a limited amount of 
time God kept His Word and He sent His Son into the world. And this Son- Jesus- 
lived a life that in many ways was ordinary. Playing as a child. Obeying as a 
teenager. Working manual labor as an adult. Calling on sinners to repent. Loving 
people whom others didn’t. Most certainly, there were miracles and healings and 
a life without sin. But He persevered in a seemingly ordinary life until His time 
came when He would turn the world upside-down. Through His death on the 
cross in place of sinners and His resurrection from the dead. What we realize is 
that Jesus lived knowing fully the future power and joy ahead of Him. And that 
when He ascended to the Father’s right hand in His resurrected body He sent the 
Holy Spirit to empower us to live hopeful lives. Lives that persevere by waiting for 
His return. Lives that persevere by recognizing that the future is coming soon and 
we’re loved right where we are. And that guarantees the outcome of the end. A 
reward for not only going to the ends of the earth. But a reward for walking next 
door to talk to your neighbor. A reward not just for ending slavery. But a reward 
for embracing the very fact that you, yourself have been freed. All of this because 
the One who really deserves the reward gives it to you for free. 

 All it takes to live this sort of life is nothing. You have to have nothing. You 
have to give up everything- your plans, your goals, your dreams, your sins, and 
receive what Christ gives by faith. Which is Himself. He gives you all of Him and 
you get more back in change than you ever paid. He reworks your plans, your 
goals, your loves, into ones that align with His. He takes from you the godlessness 
that you so desire and gives you Himself. You are saved from His wrath. You are 
given new life. And that life, though seemingly ordinary, is supernatural.  

[Conclusion] Daniel lived a supernatural life. One that led to immense political 
power. The ability to interpret dreams and have visions. But the supernatural life 



involved a lot of the ordinary- telling his coworker (the King) about the One True 
God who reveals mysteries and controls history. Saying his daily prayers. Doing his 
job well. He persevered to the end no matter how bad it got. God will help us do 
the same. And this book seems to have a happy ending that will come after a 
limited amount of time, with the outcome that brings God the most glory. And 
yet, this ending isn’t really an ending at all. It’s looking to the resurrection- a new 
beginning where those who persevere to the end are endlessly rewarded by being 
with God Himself, the source of all joy, forever.     

 

     

 

  


