
Kings and Chaos 

[Announce Text] Please keep your Bibles open to Daniel chapters 11-12. 

[Scripture Introduction] My name is Brett Sweet and I’m one of the pastors here. 
We will close our study through the book of Daniel next week. In today’s text, we 
are part of one long vision that began in chapter 10 and continues through the 
end of the book. To keep things manageable, we’ve divided it into three sermons. 
As Pastor Dave mentioned last week, Daniel is coming to the end of his long life 
high in government service. Service to foreign powers who exiled he and others 
from their homeland.  

[Prayer for illumination] Please pray with me… 

[Illustration] There was one outside sleeping and resting under the window for 
more than a day. Things were not safe. Do you ever think it would be boring to 
study the weather? Five Russian Meteorologists would disagree with you. The five 
meteorologists were at an Arctic weather station on Troynoy Island taking 
measurements in the frigid temperatures. But in August and September of 2016, 
their work had drawn to a halt. Something that normally would elicit excitement 
and wonder had turned into an enemy. Enemies surrounded them. Keeping them 
from their mission. The enemies were polar bears. They counted at least 10 
massive, white, adult bears- not counting the cubs that accompanied four of the 
females. Since the bears are protected by law, the scientists had no guns or 
weapons to defend themselves- even after one of the guard dogs were killed and 
eaten by a bear. Even when one broke through a window of the weather station. 
These massive killers can weigh in at over a 1000 lbs, and use their 12” wide paws 
to run at 25 miles per hour. There was no possibility of delivering themselves 
from these animals. The meteorologists needed deliverance from their enemies. 

 Maybe you feel that way today. You have enemies that you can’t defeat 
yourself. Perhaps you need deliverance from an abusive relationship, or 
deliverance from an addiction or sin. Maybe your enemies are more subtle- 
maybe they are your own expectations of yourself. Or an unreasonable teacher or 
boss. The truth is that we are all facing enemies- spiritual enemies both visible 
and invisible. We need to be delivered from them. That’s what’s happening with 
Daniel. Spiritual forces, both visible and invisible are keeping God’s mission 
from going forward. The construction of the Temple- the thing that has been 



prayed for for about 70 years has ground to a halt. Daniel and God’s people are 
mourning. And Daniel is given a vision from God that applies to us today. That 
vision tells us that 

[Proposition] God will deliver us from our enemies. 

This lengthy passage is going to call us to do what Daniel is called to do. God will 
deliver us from our enemies. Knowing this truth, we’re called to do four things- 
Trust, Persevere, Prepare, and Rejoice. (Repeat) 

[Main Point 1] First, Trust God to deliver through enemy crossfire.  

Verses 2-20 give a prophetic vision so precise and accurate that non-Christian and 
even a few Christian scholars believe it was written after the events actually took 
place. It tells of the rise of kings of Persia and Alexander the Great in vv. 2-3 and 
then how Alexander would die and the kingdom would be divided between four 
successors- none of which were his children. Which is exactly what happened. 
Two of these were Alexander’s generals Seleucus and Ptolemy. Seleucus and his 
heirs are known as the Seleucids, they ruled from Syria, and they represent the 
references to the “Kings of the North.” Ptolemy and his heirs are known as the 
Ptolemies, they ruled from Egypt, and they represent the “Kings of the South.” 
[Show Map] Over time, these two kingdoms fought against each other over and 
over again, and you’ll notice that if you are going to march an army against your 
enemy, you are going to travel right through Israel and Jerusalem. Jerusalem is 
going to be caught in the crossfire of two enemies. 

Now, it may surprise you to know that there is widespread agreement that we 
know exactly who these people are, but I’m not going to go into that right now. 
[Show Chart] But these wars are going to involve deception, marriage alliances, 
and divorces, and assassinations. And battle after battle after battle. And deaths- 
so many deaths. And Daniel is being told that in the middle of these invasions 
and attacks- God’s people will be delivered. The enemies will fail. As they trust 
God, the enemies who are attacking will not last. Listen to some of these 
descriptions. 

v. 4- his kingdom shall be broken and divided…his kingdom shall be plucked up. 

v. 6- But she shall not retain the strength of her arm…and his arm shall not 
endure. 



v. 11- it shall be given into his hand. 

v. 12- he shall not prevail. 

v. 14- but they shall fail. 

v. 15- the forces of the south shall not stand…there shall be no strength to stand. 

v. 17- it shall not stand or be to his advantage. 

v. 19- but he shall stumble and fall, and shall not be found. 

These enemy kingdoms will fail. The gods these enemies trust in won’t be able to 
deliver them. They will not last. God is telling Daniel and us, that we can trust Him 
to deliver us through enemy crossfire. He knows everything that will happen in 
our futures. We can trust Him. 

[Illustration] When Martyn Lloyd-Jones become the pastor of Westminster Chapel 
in London, England knew that war with Germany was coming. He preached a 
series of sermons calling on people to trust God whether the German bombs 
killed them or not. The Germans dropped bombs on cities, it didn’t matter if 
civilians were killed. The goal was to beat them into giving up. When the bombing 
of London began, people evacuated, but Lloyd-Jones stayed and preached to 
whomever would gather at Westminster. Week in and week out. A bystander in 
the crossfire of two powerful enemies. On one occasion, a bomb smashed into 
the ground only a few yards from the church during a service. The sort of thing 
that makes your ears ring and startle you in surprise. The bomb lands, it shakes 
the beautiful brick building that had stood since 1865. Some of the plaster from 
the ceiling and roof falls on to the heads of the congregation. Lloyd-Jones, who 
was praying, paused for a moment, finished his prayer, and went on to preach his 
entire sermon. He trusted God, that one way or another, he and his faith-filled 
listeners would be delivered from the crossfire of two world powers.  

[Application] Some of us are like Lloyd-Jones and Jerusalem as described in this 
vision. We find ourselves surrounded by circumstances that we didn’t create. The 
march of history has seen us caught in the crossfire of corporate takeovers that 
led to layoffs. The crossfire of adulterous spouses and friends that leave us single 
and lonely. The crossfire of family members who hate each other and we don’t 
know who’s right, who’s wrong, and how to act. A check of the headlines shows 



that we’re in the crossfire of Democrats and Republicans, Socialists and 
Capitalists, Angry Blacks and Racist Whites. We’re sinners, and we don’t deserve 
an easy life, but the fact is we’re caught in the middle and it really isn’t our fault- 
and the people fighting each other don’t seem to care that we’re getting hurt in 
the process. These verses were prophesied centuries before they happened. God 
knew crossfire was coming- and He revealed this to Daniel so that we would know 
that He rules history, and we can trust Him. These enemies will not last. You 
might get some plaster in your hair, you might need to stop what you are doing, 
the bomb may land close enough to kill you- but you can trust God- none of these 
things are out of His control. He will deliver His children one way or another. 

God will deliver us from our enemies and their crossfire- and it’s a call to trust 
Him. We’ve been called to trust. Since God will deliver us from our enemies it’s 
also a call to persevere. 

[Main Point 2] Persevere in the face of powerful enemies. 

In my sermon over chapter 8, I introduced us to this powerful man Antiochus IV 
Epiphanes. Chapter 8 and the vision there is a parallel to this text and vv. 21-35 
are speaking about him and his ruthless persecution again. He’s so powerful that 
he’s going to appoint a priest who shouldn’t be a priest. He’s going to seduce 
many Jews away from their culture to the culture of polytheistic Greece. He’s so 
powerful that he’s going to put down a rebellion by killing 40,000 people and 
enslaving another 40,000 in about three days. He’s going to defile the temple by 
sacrificing pigs and setting up an image of Zeus- the abomination mentioned in v. 
31. The whole hope of Daniel is that the Temple will be rebuilt and proper 
offerings will be held. News comes that the Temple is being rebuilt, but stalls. And 
now Daniel is being told that the future holds more of this?! Worship is going to 
be ended again! But God calls on us to persevere- to stand firm, in the face of evil, 
and He will help us. 

Vv. 32-35- He shall seduce with flattery those who violate the covenant, but the 
people who know their God shall stand firm and take action. 33 And the wise 
among the people shall make many understand, though for some days they shall 
stumble by sword and flame, by captivity and plunder.34 When they stumble, they 
shall receive a little help. And many shall join themselves to them with 
flattery, 35 and some of the wise shall stumble, so that they may be 



refined, purified, and made white, until the time of the end, for it still awaits the 
appointed time. 

The powerful enemies will only last until the appointed time God has set for 
them. He will give us help to stand firm. He will give us the strength to persevere 
in the face of powerful enemies.  

[Illustration] Imagine yourself on a sunny beach when sea turtles are hatching. 
Around your feet from beneath the sand crawl and flop hundreds of tiny turtles- 
animals designed for the sea. They are faced with powerful enemies above and 
below. Birds swoop out of the sky and snatch them up. Crabs wait for the turtles 
to wander pass and kill any that they can. And the little turtles push and push and 
stumble and persevere until they die or they make it to the safety of the ocean.  

[Application] If you are like me you probably wouldn’t make it if you were a 
hatchling sea turtle. I would peak my little head out of the sand, see the birds, 
crabs, and other enemies, and I’d want to give up. But God is telling His people 
that we need only persevere on the rough sand for a short time- the ocean of 
eternity is near. This life is incredibly short and even the most powerful enemies 
are limited and counted as nothing in comparison to God’s power. Are you 
persevering and standing firm? There are spiritual enemies always opposing you. 
Are you continuing to resist the allure of pornography? Are you persevering 
through your illness or difficult job without complaining? Are you persevering in 
the command to love your spouse- even after all of these years? Are you 
persevering in prayer? The book of Daniel tells us that we face powerful enemies 
and we wage war through prayer. Are you willing to persevere in obedience if 
that means resisting your powerful boss or your powerful government when they 
call on you to disobey God? God promises that His people will stand firm and even 
when we stumble, we don’t necessarily fall- God will help us! Would you pray for 
this church? Pray that we leaders and members would persevere in the face of a 
powerful culture that opposes the gospel. We need your help. We need God’s 
help.  

God will deliver us as He empowers us to persevere in the face of our enemies. 
So Daniel 11, in all its detail, is telling us that God will deliver us from our 
enemies. This truth motivates us to Trust, and to Persevere. It calls us to 
something else- it calls us to Prepare. 



[Main Point 3] Prepare for a greater enemy- the Antichrist. 

From verses 2-35, Bible scholars and historians are confident that they know who 
the people being discussed are- ending with the noteworthy and evil Antiochus 
IV. The events of those verses were in the future for Daniel, but now long in the 
past. But Antiochus was just a foreshadowing of the future. Verses 39-44 are very 
difficult and speak about an enemy that doesn’t fit the life of that ruler. Further it 
uses cosmic-imagery laden language, terms that never apply to Greek kings, and 
reference the time of the end. For these reasons, I think, we are looking, with 
Daniel, into the future at an enemy we call the antichrist.  

The idea of the antichrist is found in a few places in the Bible- so it’s not a 
major teaching and there’s much disagreement about what exactly he will be like. 
This will be an enemy person who is a rival and opponent of Christ who is 
incredibly evil and hostile to God’s people. The use of the term in the New 
Testament makes it clear that there are many antichrists, but Paul’s description of 
“the Man of Lawlessness” in 2 Thessalonians 2 describes a future epitome of the 
enemy we see in Antiochus Epiphanes and others. If he will make life more 
difficult, then it calls us to prepare.  

[Illustration] It takes much more preparation to make Thanksgiving dinner than it 
does a short lunch. Watching my wife the last couple of years, we’re talking days 
of preparation for one meal. Making a list, visiting multiple grocery stores, 
communicating with others about what they are bringing, starting to thaw the 
turkey, strategizing what can and can’t be in the oven at the same time. All of this 
done days ahead of time. Then, the day of, up early. Mixing ingredients, searing, 
simmering, boiling, baking, keeping children and husband out of her way. Mashed 
potatoes, stuffing, turkey, corn casserole, sweet potatoes, and the list goes on- 
for one meal! This is not a microwaved Campbell’s soup or box of hamburger 
helper- both my specialties. Thanksgiving is a greater meal, and it requires greater 
preparation. 

[Application] The future antichrist is a greater enemy. We will be required to have 
a greater level of preparation. Are you preparing for a spiritual fight? Some of you 
are disciplined in your preparation by exercising for the big game or the marathon 
or the backpacking trip. You’re studying everyday preparing for college or the 
test. You have already ordered the dress for the wedding or prom even though 



it’s months away. Are we preparing to face a hostile enemy? Are you preparing by 
seeking God’s grace through prayer, daily Bible reading, reading good books, 
coming to home group, putting sin to death? Are you planning to spread some 
tuna fish across a single slice of Wonderbread and offer that up for next 
Thanksgiving when all your family comes over? Many of us live our spiritual lives 
this way. We don’t prepare for anything. Then boom! Illness, suffering, 
opposition, and we crumble because we aren’t spiritually prepared. When Jesus 
talks about the future, He uses words like, “Watch! Be ready!” Are you prepared 
to lose your family if they quit the faith? Are you preparing to get a pay cut if your 
Christian principles lead to you being fired? Are you preparing to be single your 
whole life if it means not marrying someone who doesn’t share your same God? 
Are you preparing for when some government official from China, or Africa, or 
Canada, or the United States of America threatens the loss of everything unless 
you deny Christ? Enemies like that exist now, and a greater one is coming. We are 
being warned so that we will be prepared. 

 One more quick comment, because some of you are religious people- like 
me- and we need to feel a little uncomfortable. Look at us, we’re at church on a 
holiday weekend. We need God to push our buttons a little. I can’t qualify this 
fully so I’ll just let it provoke you and trust God and you to forgive me. If the 
antichrist is a rival or opponent of Christ and hostile to God’s people. The works 
that save us are the works performed by Jesus Christ. If you think you are 
righteous because you have performed a lot of good works you are setting your 
works up as a rival or opponent to Christ’s works. Jesus saves sinners by grace 
alone apart from works. So if you look at that Christian over there who you can’t 
believe continues to act, talk, live like that- you would never do that- you are 
being hostile to God’s people. Perhaps you are more like the antichrist than 
Christ.  

Christians are called to prepare for the future antichrist. God may well use our 
preparation as the way He will deliver us from our greater, future enemy. And 
God promises Daniel and us that He will deliver us from our enemies- this calls us 
to Trust, to Persevere, and to Prepare. There’s one last thing this passage tells us 
to do- Rejoice! 

[Main Point 4] Rejoice in deliverance over the last enemy- Death.  



All these enemies. God’s people in Israel were surrounded by them, not just to 
the north and south but to the east and west. Visible and invisible. And God’s 
people today are surrounded as well. If this life is all there is, then this vision was 
meaningless for Daniel. We’re caught in crossfire and some of us die as collateral 
damage. We face a powerful enemy but he kills tens of thousands. We prepare 
for a greater enemy but he will likely kill more. They get power, we die. They get 
rich, we die. He will do as he wills v. 36, we die. Where is God’s deliverance for 
the dead? Paul refers to death as the last enemy in 1 Corinthians 15. If we’re 
delivered from our other enemies, what about the last enemy?  

“At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people. 
And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a 
nation till that time. But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone 
whose name shall be found written in the book. 2 And many of those who sleep 
in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame 
and everlasting contempt. 3 And those who are wise shall shine like the 
brightness of the sky above; and those who turn many to righteousness, like the 
stars forever and ever. 

Here is the greatest Old Testament passage on the future resurrection of the 
dead. None of us will simply die and cease to exist when our brain, heart, and 
lungs fail. We will be resurrected to either blessing or punishment Jesus quotes 
this over and over. If you trust Christ in the crossfire, if you persevere against the 
powerful, if you prepare for future trials, then rejoice in this promise for you: 

John 11:25- Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes 
in me, though he die, yet shall he live,” 

Paul says, in 1 Thessalonians 4:14- For since we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen 
asleep. 

The promise made in Daniel 12 is fulfilled because Jesus has the power to deliver 
his people from and totally destroy the last enemy- death (1 Corinthians 15:26). 
He went to the Cross and it looked like that enemy- death- defeated Him. But He 
rose from the dead three days later- defeating it. He is the only one to ever do 
that. He is the only One who has the power to deliver His people from the enemy 
of death. When you put your faith fully and truly in Christ death, your death, has 



been defeated. How do I know this? Death is the penalty for sin but Jesus never 
sinned so He must have died someone else’s death. He must have defeated 
someone else’s death. And because of this, He can issue life to you that extends 
beyond this grave. This is a reason to rejoice. 

No matter where you are spiritually, Christian, non-Christian. Wouldn’t you agree 
that, if this is true, this is the best possible news? And don’t you just have a sense 
that there is more than just this life? That the Antiochus Epiphanes, the Hitlers, 
the bin Ladens, the antichrists, deserve more than to simply die the same as 
anyone else? I think, deep down, you know that this is right. God is calling you to 
leave the group that will receive shame and everlasting contempt and calling you 
to shine like the stars- or as Jesus says in Matthew 13:43 

Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who 
has ears, let him hear. 

[Illustration] When the ancient Romans would achieve a major victory in a foreign 
war, the victorious general would be welcomed back to Rome with what was 
called a triumph. The General would usually wait outside the city, and a major 
festival would be declared with games, banquets, entertainment and more. The 
highlight would be when the general was brought in town in a chariot wearing 
royal garb- purple and gold toga, a laurel crown, and would be drawn through the 
city in royal procession. All as a sign of rejoicing over conquering a new land. But 
no Roman general ever defeated death! 

[Application] If the Romans celebrated a military victory shouldn’t we celebrate 
that much more that God delivers us from our last enemy- death? You find 
yourself rejoicing at the victory of your favorite football or basketball team- but 
that team doesn’t know you, they didn’t win for you- the coach didn’t tell them to 
win to encourage you! But Jesus does know you and died in your place. You 
rejoice that the new season of your favorite show is out- most producers and 
actors and corporations filmed that so that they can take from you- your money 
for their wallet, your attention for their fame. You rejoice when you closed the big 
deal- most of the time because they think they will get more from you than what 
they will pay you. But Jesus, for our sake became poor.  You rejoice that you aced 
the test- but that took work- imagine if someone would have put that work in for 
you and then gave you the A. What if the stakes of that test was Heaven or Hell? 



You rejoice your crush returns your affections so you emphasize your best 
qualities- but would they if you were less attractive, less funny, less affectionate- 
maybe they are using you for some reason? But Jesus knows the real you, the 
messy you and He died for you.  All of those things are can be good but they are 
nothing compared to being delivered from our last enemy- death. The one enemy 
that money, power, influence, wisdom, strategizing, education, race, marital 
status can’t deliver us from? Christian, do you, rejoice that your name is written in 
Heaven? Jesus says that’s the response we should have! We all have earned 
shame and contempt- we’ve earned Hell. We deserve to feel nauseated and in 
pain. We deserve to be lonely even when surrounded by people. We deserve to 
smell the stench of burning and yet the burning will never go out. We deserve to 
hear agonizing screams like nails on a chalkboard. We deserve a perpetual death 
filled with fear and pain. And yet, we’ve been delivered from this death! How can 
we not rejoice?!  

God will deliver us from our enemies. Are you in enemy crossfire? Trust God. Are 
you face to face with powerful enemies? Persevere. Do you realize there is a 
greater enemy in the future? Prepare. Have you seen, by faith, that Christ has 
defeated death? Rejoice. 

[Conclusion] Remember the Russian meteorologists? Surrounded by massive, 
white, deadly, enemy polar bears? Unable to save themselves? After several days 
they were delivered when help was rushed their way from Russia’s Arctic and 
Antarctic Research Institute. They were given more, new bear-scaring flares and a 
lucky dog to replace the one the bears ate. They were delivered from their furry 
enemies. Christians, this passage of God’s Word tells us that God will deliver us 
from our enemies.  


