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Better Together:  Gospel Partnership 

 

I. Introduction 

Our current sermon series is called, ‘Better Together: How the 

gospel shapes community for (prayer, fellowshipping, serving, 

giving, evangelism).’  This series is asking the question, ‘what 

happens to a community that really understands the gospel and 

its implications?’  Today’s topic is Gospel Partnership. 

 

It has been said that one of the most difficult things for a church to 

be is to be both nurturing and missional or evangelistic.  One 

church can thrive with regard to nurture and yet be weak in the 

mission of evangelism.  Another church can thrive with regard to 

the mission of evangelism and yet be weak in nurturing. 

 

My purpose today is to paint a biblically faithful vision for 

gospel partnership which includes the advance of the gospel 

through our faithful practice of evangelism. 

 

The apostle Paul teaches about several themes of gospel 

partnership in the book of Philippians.  Today we will start with a 

definition of gospel partnership followed by three of those themes. 

 

i. What is a gospel partnership? 

ii. The relationship of gospel partnership 

iii. The mutual interest of gospel partnership 

iv. The growth of gospel partnership 

 

II. What is a gospel partnership? 

 

Partnership, fellowship, communion – these terms refer not only 

to the activity and relationship of the members, but to the identity 
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of the members as a group.  A partnership is an arrangement 

where parties, known as partners, agree to work together to 

advance their mutual interests.   

 

In the first of the Lord of the Rings Trilogy, Fellowship of the Ring, 

the main plot was the forming of this fellowship, this group of 

partners who shared a common goal, interest, and passion.  That 

goal was to destroy the One Ring in Mount Doom. 

 

In Philippians 1:3-5 Paul uses the phrase of “partnership in the 

gospel.” 

 

Phil. 1:3-5 I thank my God in all my remembrance of 

you, 4 always in every prayer of mine for you all making 

my prayer with joy, 5 because of your partnership in the 

gospel from the first day until now. 

 

What does Paul mean by “partnership in the gospel?”  What are 

its characteristics?  Let’s define these terms. 

 

A partnership is an arrangement where parties, known as 

partners, agree to cooperate to advance their mutual interests.   

 

The gospel is the joyful news about the immeasurable love of God 

seen in the sinless life, substitutionary death, and life-giving 

resurrection of Jesus Christ which results in the spread of God’s 

glory and the eternal enjoyment of it by those who trust Christ for 

salvation.   

 

The partnership in the gospel began before the creation of the 

world with the making of the covenant of redemption.  The 

founding partners are God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
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Holy Spirit.  Their mutual interest is the spreading of the gospel of 

the glory of Christ resulting in our enjoyment Him. 

 

The partnership in the gospel is a blood covenant. We are not our 

own, we have been bought with a price – the precious blood of 

Jesus.  This shows the commitment of the partners to each other 

and to the advance of the partnership’s mutual interest.   

 

Who can be a member of this gospel partnership?  How does one 

become a partner?  Paul says the partners are “all partakers with 

me of grace.” 

 

Phil. 1:7 It is right for me to feel this way about you all, 

because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers 

with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the 

defense and confirmation of the gospel. 

 

To become a partner in the gospel one must be a partaker of 

grace.  “All the fitness He requires is to feel your need of Him” 

(from Come Ye Sinners). 

 

Romans 3:23-25a for all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through 

the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put 

forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. 

 

For the spread of God’s glory and our eternal enjoyment of it 

Jesus Christ took the form of a servant, being born in the likeness 

of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by 

becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  

On this cross he bore the punishment our sins deserved and 
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secured redemption for us and reconciled to God those who trust 

him to save them.  Do you believe this? 

 

One is made a partner in the gospel by partaking of the grace of 

God in Christ that justifies us and reconciles us to God. 

 

What then is a partnership in the gospel?  It is the free share of 

the everlasting glory of God given by grace through faith in the 

life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  It is our covenantal 

sharing in Jesus Christ and his eternal reign and glory – heirs of 

God and joint-heirs with Jesus!  Gospel partnership is our 

grateful, prayerful, and joyful participation with God the Father, 

God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit and all those in union with 

Christ as they work together to advance their mutual interest.  

Their mutual interest is the spreading of the gospel of the glory of 

Christ resulting in our enjoyment Him. 

 

So far we have discussed,  

i. What is a gospel partnership?   

Next is … 

 

III. The Relationship of Gospel Partnership 

 

What is the relationship among the partners in the gospel like?  It 

is a relationship of joy and deep affection.  Paul says the cause of 

this is their partnership in the gospel. 

 

Phil. 1:3-5a I thank my God in all my remembrance of 

you, 4 always in every prayer of mine for you all making 

my prayer with joy, 5 because of your partnership in the 

gospel … 
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Paul says he makes his prayer with joy because of the 

partnership in the gospel.  What is it about a gospel partnership 

that causes joy?  Partners share in the free grace of God.  The 

same one – Jesus Christ – has died for them.  They have “one 

Lord, one faith, and one baptism.”  They have a common destiny 

— the eternal and sinless enjoyment of God.  They have a 

common mission on earth. 

 

Partners in the gospel share a deep affection for one another that 

comes from Christ. 

 

Phil. 1:7a  It is right for me to feel this way about you, 

because I hold you in my heart … 

 

Phil. 1:8 For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all 

with the affection of Christ Jesus. 

 

Phil. 2:20-22 For I have no one like him, who will be 

genuinely concerned for your welfare. 21 For they all 

seek their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. 22 

But you know Timothy's proven worth, how as a son 

with a father he has served with me in the gospel. 

 

What is it about gospel partnership that causes deep affection?  

Our partnership, our communion is with the Triune God.  In our 

partnership we learn to imitate him.  We are empowered to 

become partakers of the divine nature. 

 

Home groups are often where we enjoy the relationship of gospel 

partnership.  We share our joys in the gospel.  Shoulder to 

shoulder we care for one another.  We fight for one another 

against sin.  We hold one another in our hearts.  We are 
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genuinely concerned for one another’s welfare.  What a glorious 

partnership!  This is why Paul says,  

 

1 Thess. 2:19-20 For what is our hope or joy or crown of 

boasting before our Lord Jesus at his coming? Is it not you? 

For you are our glory and joy. 

 

So far we have discussed  

i. What is a gospel partnership? 

ii. The relationship of gospel partnership 

Next is … 

 

IV. The mutual interest of gospel partnership – the advance 

of the gospel. 

 

Remember our definition:  A partnership is an arrangement where 

parties, known as partners, agree to work together to advance 

their mutual interests.  The advance of the gospel is the mutual 

interest of gospel partnership. 

 

Phil. 1:12-13 I want you to know, brothers, that what 

has happened to me has really served to advance the 

gospel, 13 so that it has become known throughout the 

whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my 

imprisonment is for Christ. 

 

Paul is describing his imprisonment in unusual terms here.  What 

they might have thought would hinder or derail the progress of the 

gospel (Paul’s imprisonment) turned out to serve the advance of 

the gospel.  The advance of the gospel was their mutual interest! 
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Paul’s imprisonment resulted in making known to the whole 

imperial guard and all the rest that his imprisonment was for 

Christ.  This is an advance of the gospel! 

 

And Paul’s imprisonment served to increase the brothers’ 

confidence in the Lord in their witness.  Their growth in speaking 

the word about Christ was their mutual interest. 

 

Phil 1:14 And most of the brothers, having become 

confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much 

more bold to speak the word without fear. 

 

This, too, is an advance of the gospel!  Can God help us become 

more confident in the Lord such that we are MUCH more bold to 

speak the word without fear? 

 

It has been said that one of the most difficult things for a church to 

be is to be both nurturing and missional or evangelistic.  One 

church can thrive with regard to nurture and yet be weak in the 

mission of evangelism.  Another church can thrive with regard to 

the mission of evangelism and yet be weak in nurturing.  

However, Jesus and the disciples were able to be both nurturing 

and missional.  Paul and these Philippian partners in the gospel 

were both nurturing and missional.  If we imitate Jesus we will be 

both nurturing and missional. 

 

Here are some application questions.  Do we, as a church, exist 

for the advance of the gospel?  Do you share a mutual interest 

with others in the body of Christ for the advancement of the 

gospel?  In addition to praying for and financially supporting 

missionaries and staff pastors, does that mutual interest in the 

advance of the gospel include your own personal evangelism in 
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your own mission field?  Do you ever speak with others in the 

church about your mutual interest in the advance of the gospel?  

Is this topic a regular topic of discussion and prayer in your home 

group? 

I’m going to suggest that we have some room to grow in our 

practice of evangelism.  While I have participated in evangelism 

since my high school years, I still find myself with too much of an 

inward focus on my life and my interests.  I am often more 

comfortable with the holy huddle than with being a missionary in 

my own community.  I can be so thrilled with the wonderful 

application of the gospel to the Christian that I forget the non-

Christian.  But I’m learning to treasure a missionary Christ and an 

advancing gospel! 

 

You might ask, “I am following Jesus, but why don’t I seem to 

have a growing interest in personal evangelism.  There have been 

four main factors in my life that have hampered my growth in this 

regard:   

1) A stunted view of Christ – We don’t see Jesus as a missionary 

to be imitated.   

2) A great sense of guilt in my failures rather than hope for 

growth.   

3) I have been too busy with other interests, i.e., my affection for 

the gospel and my love for non-Christians are too small.  

4) I have had few true friendships with non-Christians and too little 

time sharing life with them.   

But there is help for all this in our partnership in the gospel! 

 

Last Fall I began leading a discipleship group on the subject of 

Evangelism.  I knew I needed encouragement and prayer in my 

own pursuit to obey the Great Commission.  My overall goal for 
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the class has been to endeavor to grow together in evangelism.  

This included: 

1) Learning to see Jesus as a missionary and that following Jesus 

means to be a missionary in our own networks of relationships.  

2) Growing in regular prayer for people to be hear the gospel. 

3) Growing in our love for people in view of their eternity 

4) Growing in our telling people about Jesus 

5) Including the practice of evangelism and our growth in it is part 

of our regular conversation with one another. 

6) Learning from each other how to evangelize well. 

 

It also included the recognition that evangelism is a community 

endeavor.  This means … 

     We need encouragement from one another. 

     We need to be praying for one another. 

     We need to learn from one another. 

     We need to help each other be deliberate or intentional about 

sharing the gospel. 

 

So … what is happening in this discipleship group?  God is 

answering our prayers!  We are growing.  We are changing.  We 

are praying for one another for love and opportunities and 

boldness.  One brother recently shared, “My thinking is changing 

regarding evangelism.”  Others are commenting on recent 

opportunities they have had to share the gospel or share love with 

non-Christians.  I am finding myself thinking more like a 

missionary about where I live and looking for daily opportunities to 

share the gospel.  I am very encouraged by the growth of our 

gospel partnership. 

 

How interested are you in the gospel and its advance?  Are you 

more interested in your own ambitions?  Do you seek your own 
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interests and not those of Jesus Christ?  Which ambitions seem 

most to get in the way?  How will you grow in your interest in the 

advance of the gospel?     

 

If you are struggling with obeying the Lord in regard to 

evangelism, I have good news!  Jesus promised, Follow me and I 

will make you become fishers of men!  He has invited us in to this 

gospel partnership.  He is with us.  If we keep our eyes on him 

and seek to imitate him, by grace we will become more interested 

in the advance of the gospel.  If we do this together our progress 

in our gospel partnership will be greatly enriched. 

 

So far we have discussed  

i. What is a gospel partnership? 

ii. The relationship of gospel partnership 

iii. The mutual interest of gospel partnership – the advance of 

the gospel. 

Next is … 

 

V. The growth of gospel partnership 

 

Paul exhorts the Philippians to a purposeful growth in their gospel 

partnership. 

 

Phil. 1:27-28, 30 Only let your manner of life be worthy 

of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see 

you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are 

standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by 

side for the faith of the gospel, 28 and not frightened in 

anything by your opponents. 30 engaged in the same 

conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still 

have. 
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Paul encouraged the Philippians to have manner of life worthy of 

the gospel.  This included striving for the faith of the gospel.  How 

are we to strive for the faith of the gospel?  We are to strive for 

the faith of the gospel by standing firm in one spirit, with one mind 

striving side by side for the faith of the gospel and not frightened 

in anything by our opponents.  We are to recognize we are 

engaged in the same conflict as Paul.  I challenge you to pray that 

you will grow in your striving with singleness of purpose for the 

faith of the gospel. 

 

VI. Conclusion 

a. What is a gospel partnership? 

b. A gospel partnership is an arrangement where parties – 

the Triune God and partakers of his grace – joyfully 

work together to advance the gospel which results in 

the spread of God’s glory and the eternal enjoyment of 

it by those who trust Christ for salvation. 


