
Title: Better Together: How the Gospel Shapes Our → Fellowship 
Prayer:  
Illustration: In the early 90s Somalia was in the middle of a civil war. It became a humanitarian crisis as 

law and order broke down.  One of the chief culprits was a man named Mohamed Farrah Hassan Aidid. He 
proclaimed himself to be president and began to seize humanitarian aid meant for the people, leading to the 
Battle of Mogadishu  (Oct 3-4, 1993)  - Movie: Blackhawk Down  
19 Aircraft, 12 vehicles (including 9 Humvees) and 160 men. – 90 minute operation / 17 hours. 
IN the battle, two Black Hawk helicopters were shot down… (no man left behind)     Two soldiers left behind 
 

1. The power of a well planned strategic coordinated community:  
2. The importance of operating as a group rather than alone as individuals. (a lone soldier is a dead 

soldier) 
 
This illustrates well a universal principle, We are Better Together & nowhere is this more true than among 
Christians.  
Series: Better Together – how the gospel shapes our serving, prayer, evangelism, giving & lastly our 
Fellowship…  
 
Please stand for the reading of God’s word: 
(Hebrews 3:12-14)  12 “Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you 
to fall away from the living God.  13 But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none 
of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.  14 For we share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original 
confidence firm to the end.”   
 
Big Idea: We are Needy & Needed  

I. The Problem 
II. The Solution 

 

I. The Problem  
(vs. 12) Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away 
from the living God.” 
Don’t miss the author’s urgency → Take Care!    Listen up!    Be warned! 
 
This is a carryover from the last chapter: 
(2:1) “Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it 
What exactly is the Problem?  the possibility of drifting or falling away from the living God.  
 
Battle of Mogadishu – the stakes were high (Life or Death situation)  
In the Christian Life → the stakes are even higher.  We are up against Cosmic Forces in the heavenly places & 
Satan himself is hurling “flaming” darts at us. & eternity is hanging in the balance.   (WAR) 
 
If the problem is falling away from the living God, what’s the cause of the problem? An evil, unbelieving heart.

Who is in danger?  Whose being warned?  Those who profess faith in Jesus 
 
(vs. 12)  “Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away 
from the living God.”  
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(1 Peter 2:11)  “Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which 
wage war against your soul.”  (wage war against my soul and your soul) 
 
I’m not saying you can lose your salvation, but the “once saved always saved” mantra is not right. 
The focus of the “Once saved always saved…” camp is the “decision for Christ”.  
 
If you are a genuine Christian, you are secure “Perseverance of the saints…” the proof of genuine salvation is a 
lifelong battle with sin to the very end.  
 
(vs. 14) “For we share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end.” (sinner’s prayer)  
 
The Gospel transforms our relationship with the Father → we were alienated from God our father, cut off 
without any hope…  (2 Cor 5:17) → armed with a new heart you begin to love what he loves and hate what he 
hates…  →  If you are a true Christian, you’ll pay close attention to your soul… (Penalty, Power, Presence) 
 
John Owen: “Let no man think to kill sin with few, easy, or gentle strokes. He who hath once smitten a 
serpent, if he follow not on his blow until it be slain, may repent that ever he began the quarrel. And so he 
who undertakes to deal with sin, and pursues it not constantly to the death.” 
 
“Do you mortify? Do you make it your daily work? Be always at it whilst you live; cease not a day from this 
work; be killing sin or it will be killing you.”  You can’t coast… 
 
(Work / Relationships / $$)  Anxiety → Doubt → Unbelief → Grumbling → Anger  → Hardening Heart 
Unbelief is a hideous cancer that spreads…  
 

I. The Problem: An evil, unbelieving heart → How do we fight unbelief? 
 

II. The Solution -  what’s the solution?  Read more bible, pray more… 
(vs. 13)   But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by 
the deceitfulness of sin.     – don’t isolate yourself… 
 
The Gospel transforms our relationship with each other → Sin alienated us from God and each other (It’s 
through our relationships with fellow believers that we avoid being hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.) 
 
If you try to handle “the deceitfulness of sin” on your own, you’re not going to make it!     You have to exhort 
one another….  Exhort = strongly encourage or urge someone to do something 
Rick Gamache: “The Christian Life is inescapably & irreducibly corporate.” 
 
In battle – a lone soldier is a dead soldier / In the Christian life “a lone Christian is a dead Christian” – we must 
be exhorting one another daily → which is another way of saying we need each other -  “fellowship” 
 
Fellowship comes from the Greek word Koinonia which occurs 20 times in the Bible. (coming together as 
Christians in love, faith & encouragement).   (Exhorting one another = fellowship) 
 
 
 

Fellowship (Exhort One-Another) 
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J.I. Packer:  Christian Fellowship is a family activity of God’s sons. Like fellowship with the Father and the Son, 
it has a two-way traffic which involves both giving and taking on both sides. It is first a sharing with our 
fellow-believers the things that God has made known to us about Himself, in hope that we may thus help 
them to know Him better and so enrich their fellowship with Him…. But there is another side. Fellowship is, 
secondly, a seeking to share in what God has made known of Himself to others, as a means to finding strength, 
refreshment and instruction for one’s own soul. In fellowship, one seeks to gain, as well as to give…” 
 
  Loving One Another -  
(Rom 12:10 - )   “Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor… Be 
constant in prayer… Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality… Rejoice with those 
who rejoice… weep with those who weep… Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but 
associate with the lowly…” 

 
Forgiving one another  

(Col 3:13)  “…bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as 
the Lord has forgiven you , so you also must forgive.”  
  
  Confessing your sins 
(James 5:16) “Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed.” 
 
Blackhawk Down – Central Command (Plan)  

1. The power of a well planned, strategic coordinated community:    (18 deaths → well over 1,500) 
2. The importance of operating as a group rather than alone as individuals. (…No man left behind) - (a 

lone soldier is a dead soldier)  
3. Ultimate Accountability 

 
In a similar way God gives elders to the church (Plan - ) & (Ultimately Accountable)  

1. Show up to church 
2. Attend a home group 

 
(Eph 4:15-16)  “And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip the 
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind 
of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. Rather speaking the truth in love, we are to 
grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held 
together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so 
that it builds itself up in love.” 
 
Testimony: Josh & Marie Henderson  
 
Closing Prayer: 
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