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Text: Romans 6:1-11 
Opening Prayer: 
Illustration: My wedding – nothing impressive with my ring (aunt – pawn shop/ yard work) 
Ring (after the exchange of vows) is just an outward sign or symbol showing my affection for and 
devotion to Anne. 
 
I’ve died to my old way of life and am now irreversibly connected to Anne and have entered a new 
state of existence.   
 

1. What is Baptism?   
It’s a sacrament: 
There are two “sacraments” or “ordinances” within the Christian church. (Baptism & the Lord’s 
Supper) 
è A Sacrament is an Outward Symbol of an inward spiritual reality. (wedding ring) 
 
Today we are talking about Baptism: 
There’s not a special potion or holy water in the tank - it’s tap water, there’s no secret hand shakes or 
hidden passwords, & Physically, there’s nothing spectacular taking place -  “to immerse…” 
It takes place in a lake, river, pool, hot tub or even a dunk tank, etc. 
 

2. What does baptism do? 
 
A. Baptism humbles you: 

Reminds us that we are saved by faith in the person & work of Jesus. 
(Rom 10:9-13) 9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is 
justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 11 For the Scripture says, “Everyone who 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek;  for the 
same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved.”    à  Eph 2:8,9, et al.    
  
Some believe that the act of baptism itself brings salvation.  (Catholic Church: “these sacraments in 
themselves actually convey grace to people (w/o requiring faith from the persons participating in 
them…”) 

 
Illustration: Nacho Libre: Nacho / Esqueleto 
“I’m a little concerned about your salvation and stuff. How come you have not been baptized? 
Because I never got around to it, OK? I don’t know what you always have to be judging me, because I 
only believe in science? Tonight, we are going up against Satan’s cavemen. And I just thought it 
would be a good idea for you…. Whoosh! 
 
we are saved not by what we bring to the table but by the work that Jesus has done for us. 
Something utterly humbling about baptism: Your not in your best clothes & no matter how much time 
you put into your hair that morning – it’s erased the second you hit the water.   
 
This is Fitting: Christ’s death was infinitely undignified. 
It’s a symbol of the fact that what really matters is the work Jesus has done and we are connected to 
it by faith. 
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What does baptism do? It humbles us.  What else does it do? 
 

B. Adds people to the church:   
(Acts 2:41) Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added 
to their number that day…     (Matt 28)          illustration (Friend) open baptism 
 
Transition: What does baptism do? It humbles us. It adds people to the church. & Lastly à  
 

C. Baptism paints a glorious picture of our Union with Jesus: 
We could have been saved and kept at a distance.  
 

1. We have been united to Jesus In his death:  
3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, …5 For if we have been united with 
him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.  
 
We all have an Inner voice  

à “I’m a looser, I’ll never be good enough, I can’t be forgiven for what I’ve done. My stains can 
never be removed…. You deserve to be punished.   
(YES, it’s true. They’ve already been judged…) 
 
à I’m a good person, if only more people were like me… (No, you must be born again…) 

 
If you are a Christian today, you became one by dying. We deserve death & judgment. 
 
We were not baptized into his example or life but into his death – We must die & there is no 
exception. 
Do you believe? If yes…  If no… 
 

2. We have been united to Jesus in his resurrection: 
(vs. 4-7) 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have 
been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like 
his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to 
nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died has been set free from 
sin.  
 
(2 Cor 5:17) Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, 
the new has come. 
 
(Gal 2:20)  I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And 
the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 
 
 

3. We have been united to Jesus forever – eternal life: 
(vs. 8-9) 8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know 
that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him.  
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Transition: What does baptism do? It humbles us, It adds to the church, It paints a glorious picture:  
Next: 
 

3. Why should you be baptized?   
1. Because it’s worth proclaiming 

Why exchange rings at a wedding? Something amazing has taken place & you want to proclaim it 
publicly. è Baptism 
 

2. Jesus – very first public act was to get baptized 
3. Jesus last public act was the following command : 

 
Matt 28:19-20 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 

4. Peter’s 1st ministry act involved instruction for the first converts to be bap. 
Acts 2:38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
 
There is no exception to this: Acts 2, 8, 9, 10, 16, 18, 19, 22. 
 
It was ordered à 
Acts 10:48 So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter 
to stay with them for a few days. 
 
It was expected à 
Acts 22:16 And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling 
on his name.’ 
 
It was even assumed by a foreigner à Philip the eunuch 
Acts 8:36  And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, 
See, here is water!  What prevents me from being baptized?” 
 
Transition: Why should you be baptized? In short, it may not be essential to your salvation but it is 
essential to your obedience. 
 

4. When should you be baptized? 
When you repent:  Repent & be baptized…. 
Rom 6:3,4 
 
What about children? 
 
Wayne Grudem: “The most direct answer is that they should be old enough to give a believable 
profession of faith. It is impossible to set a precise age that will apply to every child, but when parents 
see convincing evidence of genuine spiritual life, and also some degree of understanding regarding 
the meaning of trusting in Christ, then baptism is appropriate. Of course, this will require careful 
administration by the church, as well as a good explanation by parents in their homes. The exact age 
for baptism will vary from child to child, and somewhat from church to church as well.” 
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What about small children in Christian homes: 
Difficult à we don’t want to add to the requirement of faith – believe (come as a child) 
Nor do we want to contribute to a false sense of security.  (Presby / Baptism) kids you don’t need to 
feel like you are on the outside looking in.  
Believe / let’s begin a discussion about baptism… 
 
Footnote: You should be baptized before you take communion. No examples of unbaptized 
Christians taking communion in the Bible. Why? Because they were baptized as soon as they were 
converted.   
Church History: Roman Catholic / Lutheran, Reformed, Baptist, etc. 

 
Application: 

1. Worship à 2 Cor 5:21 “He made him who knew no sin to be sin for us that we might become 
the righteousness of God.” 
 

2. Celebration:   
 

3. Trembling:   
 

4. Take Action:  
Some of you have never been baptized à obey 
parents talk to your families about this… 

 
I can’t take my ring off, but even if I could I wouldn’t…  
 
Closing Prayer 
 
 
Col 2:11,12  In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off 
the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 having been buried with him in baptism, in 
which you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him 
from the dead. 
 


