
A Prayer in the Face of Evil 

[Announce Text] Please Open your Bibles to Psalm 10.  

[Scripture Introduction] Good morning, my name is Brett Sweet and I’m one of 
the pastors here at Grace Christian Fellowship where we exist to glorify God 
through gospel-centered worship, evangelism, discipleship, and community. This 
week we’re in our second week of our summer series on the first 10 Psalms. Next 
week we begin our series through the Gospel According to Luke. 

[Prayer for illumination] Please pray with me… 

[Illustration] Do you ever wish you lived in the world of TV commercials? Drink 
this beverage: you and your friends will have the time of your lives. Take this 
medication: the world will be calm and friendly. Buy this new car: you will live a 
life of unending excitement. Use this website: you’ll meet the love of your life. 

The world of commercials is a joyful, peaceful, exciting, and romantic world 
because it lacks what the real world has: evil people. On these streets you see 
drug dealers are trying to pull you back in. You see bosses who want you to lie to 
close the sale. You see scammers impersonate pastors trying to con you out of 
your money. Look around you’ll see the ex-wife or ex-husband who emptied the 
bank account and ran away with someone else. Evil. Look and you’ll see the high 
schooler who is mean and always making fun of others. Evil. The trafficker. The 
liar. The abusive boyfriend. The thief. The rapist. Evil acts. Evil people. Our world 
is full of them. Let’s just live in the world of commercials.  

But will the beverage or the medicine or the car or the online boyfriend really 
satisfy us? Anyone who has lived very long knows that the answer is, “No.” Not 
ultimately. Commercials are also missing the one thing, the one person who can 
ultimately help- the Triune God of the Bible. So should we, as Christians, act like 
we live in the world of commercials? Pretending evil doesn’t exist. How are we 
supposed to respond when we see victims of evil? When we watch the news? 
When we are harmed by evil ourselves? Psalm 10 tells us 

[Proposition] When you see evil- Pray. 

Psalms 9 and 10 were originally a single Psalm. And where Psalm 9 tends to be 
sunshine with only an occasional cloud, Psalm 10 is the reverse. Psalm 10 brings 



us in to the difficult real world with many black clouds of evil. But prayer can help 
the sun shine through. So pray. When you see evil- pray. Prayer is hard enough 
when we’re full of joy. Often harder when we see abuse, violence, and death. 
Psalm 10 gives us four things for praying when we see evil: Cry honestly, name 
the crimes, call for help, express confidence. If you need help following along 
latch on to those “C’s”- cry, crimes, call, and confidence.   

When you see evil- pray. But where do we begin? 

[Main Point 1] Cry honestly 

Some Christians think that acting pious or stoic when things are difficult is the 
Christian response to evil. It is not. There is nothing more godly than being honest 
and crying. Read v. 1 with me 

Why, O LORD, do you stand far away? Why do you hide yourself in times of 
trouble? 

If we are really honest, it’s not only that human evil that troubles us, it’s that God 
so often seems far away when it happens. It feels like He fails to show up when 
we need Him. The Bible is really clear that fullness of joy, the experience of 
Heaven itself, occurs when you experience God’s nearness. And if Heaven is when 
God seems near. Then experiencing God’s distance must be close to the 
experience of Hell. Notice how David cries honestly. He asks, “Why?” God is 
honored with our honesty. He is a God of truth. He knows and cares how we feel. 
When you see evil- cry honestly. It is the Christian response. So it’s okay to ask, 
“Why?” sometimes. We know this because God the Holy Spirit has motivated 
David to cry honestly about feeling God’s distance. Asking, “Why?” may be sign 
that God is at work in you. As gospel-centered Christians I remind you that there 
was a time when Jesus cried honestly like this. 

Our sins deserve God’s abandonment. We deserve to be separated from the 
source of joy. So when Jesus experienced that as our substitute on the cross, what 
did He do? He cried honestly in Mark 15:34, “My God, My God, why have you 
forsaken me?” Jesus loves us so much he not only saw evil, He experienced it for 
us. He is not disinterested. He cared about evil. And when He did, like David, He 
prayed. And His prayer was a cry of honesty.  



[Application] A lot of people leave churches because they don’t feel like they can 
be honest at church. But if God can accept people’s honest cries and questions, 
we should too. Let’s not censure honest struggles and questions as a church. One 
application for this is that starting this month, on the last Sunday of every month, 
we are going to have a Q & A near the end of the service for 15-20 minutes. You 
are always welcome to ask questions in private, but we want you to see publicly 
that God isn’t afraid of your honest questions. With His help, we won’t be either.  

When you see evil- pray. But how do we pray? First, we cry honestly. There is a 
cry. Now let’s see the next step 

[Main Point 2] Name the Crimes 

Sin is a crime against God that inevitably flows outward toward people. People 
name crimes in a public protest because they want someone to listen. We want 
God to listen so we name the sins and crimes to him too. When we pray we 
should name the crimes. In this passage there are two big crimes: The Crime of 
Pride and the Crime of Oppression. Read vv. 2-11 with me 

In arrogance (pride) the wicked hotly pursue the poor; let them be caught in the 
schemes that they have devised. For the wicked boasts (pride) of the desires of his 
soul, and the one greedy for gain curses and renounces the LORD (pride). In the 
pride of his face the wicked does not seek him; all his thoughts are, “There is no 
God.” 

His ways prosper at all times; your judgments are on high, out of his sight; as for 
all his foes, he puffs at them (pride). He says in his heart, “I shall not be moved; 
throughout all generations I shall not meet adversity.” (pride). 

His mouth is filled with cursing and deceit and oppression; under his tongue are 
mischief and iniquity. He sits in ambush in the villages (oppression); in hiding 
places he murders the innocent (oppression). His eyes stealthily watch for the 
helpless (oppression); he lurks in ambush like a lion in his thicket; he lurks that he 
may seize the poor; he seizes the poor when he draws him into his net. The 
helpless are crushed, sink down, and fall by his might (oppression). He says in his 
heart, “God has forgotten, he has hidden his face, he will never see it.” (pride) 

[Subpoint 1] Name the crime of pride 



Pride may not be a crime in the laws of United States, but it is the root crime of all 
evil in the human heart. If human evil is a river, then pride is the spring. If evil is 
the Emerald City, pride is the first yellow brick on the road. Notice pride at work 
in Psalm 10. Pride thinks it can pursue and harm the poor without consequence- 
v. 2. Pride thinks only of its own desires- v. 3. Pride behaves as if humans are the 
highest beings and that there is no one hold them accountable- v. 4. Pride 
ignorantly puffs at people who try to correct them- v. 5. Pride thinks that while 
bad things may happen to others, the proud person believes that nothing bad will 
happen to him- v. 6.  

[Application] In India, they have applied the caste system to their Hinduism. And 
pride is not really a problem. Through reincarnation those who are at the highest 
levels of society have the right to think themselves better than those lower. The 
same happens in Communism, where the party loyalists abuse the poor comrade- 
even though they claim equality. This is not tolerable for Christians. Pride is a sin. 
And sin is always defined in its relation to God. Sin is not just hurting other people 
or harming ourselves- though those are true. It is first and foremost an attack on 
God. So we must name the crime of pride. Call it sin. It can lead to the horrors 
described here.  

Here are some common symptoms of pride I’ve seen in my life- you pray very 
little, when someone is talking you always connect to something in your life 
instead of just listening, you get angry easily, or you lie or defend yourself to 
protect your reputation. Pride is the root of the sins of murder, adultery, sexual 
immorality, theft, church leadership failures, and everything else. Please, please 
pray for the leaders and members of our church! Help us name it when we see it, 
confess it to God, and let’s humble ourselves. 

Name the crimes. Name the crime of pride. Also we must 

[Subpoint 2] Name the crime of oppression 

If pride is a lifting up of one’s self. Oppression is forcing down others. Marxists 
love “oppression” language. They claim that basically all human relationships can 
exist between an oppressor and the oppressed. They tend to imply that there 
really aren’t any mutually beneficial relationships. We reject that. At the same 
time the Bible tells us in v. 7 and v. 18 that oppression is real.  



[Illustration] Once I was driving down an overgrown mountain road hunting 
grouse. Branches were scraping the side of my red GMC Sonoma. Then, I came 
around the corner and saw an animal sprint up the hillside in front of me. What is 
that? I pulled up my binoculars and looked. And behold, a cougar was staring back 
at me through an opening some distance away! I grabbed my rifle just as the 
cougar stepped out of sight. I could hardly open the truck door due to the thick, 
tall bushes. I started walking down the road. It was the quietest I’d ever heard the 
woods. Silence. Tense. But the brush was so think that I could literally only see a 
few feet to my left or right. I realized quickly that the advantage of a long range 
weapon was lost. The cougar would likely win in hand-to-claw combat. And it 
could be lurking nearby. Waiting for me. Sitting in ambush. Ready to seize me. 
Maybe its actions were meant to even lure me into the bushes. Instead, I 
returned to my pickup and scratched and squeaked my way up the road. 

[Exposition] There are evil and deadly people in the overgrowth of our lives. 
Sneakily calling you back to the bottle or the pipe. Calling you to click on the 
website for nudity or time wasting video games or thoughtlessly spending money. 
Calling you into loving the world rather than Jesus. Calling you to approve of 
things God calls sin. They are sitting in ambush- v. 7. Lurking like a lion to seize the 
poor- vv. 8-9. They have nets and traps. And notice that it tends to be the poor 
who are the ones who suffer the most from evil people. It’s the poor who 
experience the greatest oppression. 

[Application] Do you acquire and use wealth to be a blessing to others or do you 
take advantage of people? If you are in sales, are you looking to provide a service? 
Or are you looking for the sucker? Jesus had little, but He had a special heart to 
care for the poor throughout His life- we’ll see that again and again in Luke’s 
gospel. Beware the temptation of giving special treatment to anyone including 
the wealthy. We as a church must make an effort to care for the poor in our 
congregation and around us. 

[Apologetic] In Psalm 10, David felt powerless to help. Human evil was 
everywhere. God seemed distant and disinterested. This is a great challenge to 
faith. If God is good, how could He allow such evil to persist. Many say, “If God is 
good, there cannot be a good reason for such evil to exist.” But are you sure of 
that? We are a very proud society. We think that if we can’t come up with a 



reason for evil in our own brains, one must not exist. But those things do not 
logically follow one another. Just because you can’t see a good reason for God to 
permit evil and evil people doesn’t mean that God couldn’t have a good reason- 
especially if He is infinite in knowledge. It may be because God is giving those evil 
people a chance to repent and be saved. It may be to help you be less evil. 

Sometimes people raise the problem of evil simply because they just want to do 
what they want to do. It’s not an intellectual problem it’s a religious issue. Notice 
the contrast of v. 4 with vv. 11 and 13. In v. 4 he says, “There is no God.” But v. 11 
and v. 13 show that deep down he really just hopes God doesn’t hold him 
accountable. He hopes that the God he supposedly doesn’t believe in will just 
leave him alone. If that’s you this morning know that we’ve been where you are 
at times in our lives. But be honest and confess that your unbelief is not actually 
intellectual but rather religious. Maybe you’ll believe if you pray and get to know 
God the way David did.  

That was our longest point. The main idea is that when you see evil- Pray. Cry 
honestly. Name the Crimes. Now third, 

[Main Point 3] Call for help 

Read vv. 12-15 

Arise, O LORD; O God, lift up your hand; forget not the afflicted. Why does the 
wicked renounce God and say in his heart, “You will not call to account”? But you 
do see, for you note mischief and vexation, that you may take it into your hands; 
to you the helpless commits himself; you have been the helper of the fatherless. 
Break the arm of the wicked and evildoer; call his wickedness to account till you 
find none. 

David sees the evil around him. He cries to God, expressing his honest, “Why?” 
But that’s not all. David calls God to act and do something. David is not a Deist. 
But when our prayers don’t call God for help we live like Deists. We live like God 
doesn’t or won’t intervene. But we know that God comes to help. In the life of 
Jesus he was regularly helping those who need it. He was helping the helpless as 
v. 14 tells us. God is a helper to the fatherless. Which quick sidenote, assumes 
that fathers are meant to make a difference and be helpful to their children.  



Notice how v. 14 tells us that God does see the evil that occurs in the public 
sphere. The U.S. and world may seem to be going to Hell in a handbasket or not. 
But God is not blindfolded as history unfolds His plans. And He has the power to 
use the strength of his hand- v. 12 to break the arm- v. 15 and call them to 
account. So David calls on God for help. Christians are often criticized when an 
evil act occurs and for referencing “Thoughts and prayers.” The same critics tell us 
to petition our congressmen and women- demand gun control or accountability. 
But if God exists, why not petition God to act? He can break the arm of the wicked 
and evildoer. It’s perfect logical to call God for help. Let’s do it. 

When you see evil- pray. Cry honestly, name the crimes, call for help. Cry, crimes, 
call, lastly, 

[Main Point 4] Express confidence 

Look with me at vv. 16-18 

The LORD is king forever and ever; the nations perish from his land. O LORD, you 
hear the desire of the afflicted; you will strengthen their heart; you will incline 
your ear to do justice to the fatherless and the oppressed, so that man who is of 
the earth may strike terror no more.  

David had confidence in God. David knew God was King. Notice what he says in v. 
17- “you hear.” David knew God was hearing the cry of the afflicted. Some of you 
have been victims of unspeakable evil. But have this confidence: God hears you. 
God will strengthen your heart- v. 17. The LORD and only the LORD is king forever 
and ever. The wicked only get a few decades and then their power is transferred 
to another.  

[Gospel] We will see in Luke’s gospel that Jesus has come to restore the Kingdom 
of God. Jesus is king forever and ever. And Jesus establishes his kingdom the way 
all kingdoms advance: by conquering. But He conquers evil in a unique way. 
Rather than having a rich and powerful king come and oppress you. He came and 
loved the oppressed. He was king but He lived like the perfect citizen for us. 
Rather than taking using people for His own proud desires, He humbled Himself 
and gave up His life in love for us. You can have confidence in this King. You may 
not have confidence in the governor or the President or the legislature, but you 
can have confidence in this King. And since Jesus defeated death with His 



resurrection, He will be King forever and ever. He rules over everything and will 
put down all evil. And He cares. Express your confidence in the King who cares. 
Submit to His rule by giving up on everything in yourself- that’s pride. When you 
believe this, God will transform you- even if you are the proud oppressor. Express 
your confidence by believing Jesus died for you sins to initiate and build a 
relationship with you.  

[Application] Young people, v. 16 tells us that the nations perish. You will be in 
charge very soon. And then you won’t. But you can have confidence that the 
LORD is king forever. Parents, don’t trust your parenting style or your choice of 
education. Put your confidence in God alone. The LORD is king forever and ever- 
that is a repeated praise of confidence in the book of Revelation. It must be ours 
as a church too. We must be committed to worshipping our king above all else- as 
important as other things may be.  

The more you get to know God like David did, the more you will be able to 
express your confidence to God in prayer- because you will know Him. We need 
to be a church who is committed to the Word of God and committed to praying. 
Please come before the church service and pray. God does hear. God does 
strengthen our hearts. God will do justice. God will wipe the evil man off the earth 
to strike terror no more. Be confident in that.  

[Conclusion] Children get this. They don’t need commercials with celebrity 
endorsement or visions of having an easy life. If they get in a fight. They come 
with dirt, tears, blood, sweat and they cry honestly. They don’t hide it. Then they 
tell everything that went wrong- the crimes that they feel were committed 
against them- mean words, the pulled hair, the stolen item. And they call for help 
from Mom and Dad. “Do something to help with the pain, to bring justice, to 
make things right!” And they have confidence that their earthly parent will care 
for them. If that’s how we relate to human parents who sin, how much more 
should we relate to a perfect Heavenly Father when we see evil. That’s why we 
pray when we see evil.  

 

 


