
Luke 2-1-20  
Good news of great joy!  

December 10, 2013 
 

 
Prayer for illumination!   Please pray with me…   
 
Sermon introduction-    
 
Listen to this article from July 23, 2013…  
 
“LONDON -- Get ready for a 62-gun salute, watch the water in the fountains turn blue, let the fireworks 
and street parties commence: The royal baby has arrived, and it's a boy. 
 
Prince William and Duchess Kate's first baby, a future monarch, was born today at 4:24 pm local time...  
The news…  went out by electronic press release first, to the royal Twitter feed and websites, and then 
proclaimed from every TV and computer screen in the country. (and around the world for that matter)  
 
Speaking of Twitter, the company announced late Monday that more than 2 million tweets about the 
royal baby were sent out starting when Duchess Kate checked into the hospital early in the morning, 
reaching a royal-baby buzz peak of about 25,300 tweets per minute. 
 
The past few weeks saw rising royal-baby fever in Britain, with hopes high that the birth would provide 
an estimated $360 million boost in the flat British economy. Meanwhile, royal-baby doodads, such as Will 
and Kate masks, poured into shops for use at the street parties soon to break out all over the country.”  
(USAtoday.com)   
 
 The birth announcement of Prince George was a global phenomenon.  From this birth 
announcement we learned several things…   
 

First, millions of people around the world are obsessed with the royal family.  
Second, this birth will boost the British economy.  
Third, this child will not have a normal life.  

 
We can learn allot about a child through their birth announcement.   
 
An even more significant birth was announced 2000 years ago.   This was the most important birth 

in the history of the world.  Why? The birth of this child affects all of us.  Just like prince George’s birth 
announcement, we can learn much about this child from his birth announcement.   

 
This brings us to Luke 2.   
 
We learn at least three things about Jesus from this birth announcement.  What do we learn?  

 
 Jesus came in humility.  
 Jesus came to save.  
 Jesus came for outcasts. 
   
First, Christ came in humility  
 

How do we know that Christ came in humility?  He was born in a manger!  



 
Luke 2:6–7 (ESV) — 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn.  

 
When Mary and Joseph arrived in Bethlehem, after traveling over 100 miles on foot and donkey, it 

was time for Mary to give birth to Jesus the Son of God.   Unfortunately Mary and Joseph saw no vacancy 
signs all over Bethlehem.   I’m sure Joseph begged and pleaded with tears in his eyes and panic in his 
voice for a room, any room, while Mary breathed through contractions.  

 
Unfortunately there were no rooms left in the inn so they had to go outside with the animals.  We 

know they stayed with the animals because we are told that Mary laid baby Jesus in a manager.  A 
manager was a feeding trough for animals.  The manager was most likely a hole in the ground in a cave 
behind the inn.  

 
There were no doctors or nurses.  There were no sanitary wipes or hand sanitizers.  There was 

just the smell of cow manure, dirty straw, a dirt floor, and some rough tools to cut the umbilical chord.   
Poor Joseph had to deliver the Son of God all by himself!   

 
Illustration:  compare this to the birth of his Royal Highness prince George of Cambridge…  

 
The same article I read earlier mentions,   “Prince William and Duchess Kate's first baby, a future 

monarch, was born… in London's private wing of St. Mary's Hospital,….  The duchess was expected to 
spend at least one night at the hospital, but it's possible she and William and the baby will emerge from 
the hospital as soon as today for the customary pose before the media, after three weeks of waiting, 
outside the hospital... The Lindo Wing of St. Mary's is a favorite birthing destination of London's rich and 
famous, with estimates of the cost of a natural birth in a private suite as high as $15,000.”  
(USAToday.com)  

 
This is what baby Jesus deserved.  One of the finest hospitals in the world!  Instead he chose to be 

born in a dirty cave.   
 
 Application:   
 

When God designed the plan of salvation in eternity past he could have easily determined that 
baby Jesus would be born in the Lindo Wing of St. Mary’s hospital (named after his mother).   

 
Instead the Godhead determined that baby Jesus should be born into poverty!   That is because the 

kingdom Jesus was about to establish is an upside down kingdom.   
 
In the kingdom of God the way up is the way down.   
In the kingdom of God the greatest serve.   
In the kingdom of God the last are first.   
In the kingdom of God the poor are rich.  
In the kingdom of God the least are the greatest.  
In the kingdom of God giving is better than receiving.     

 
Jesus exemplified all of this in the circumstances surrounding his birth.  

 
But why did Christ come in humility?  This brings us to the next point…  

  



 First, Christ’s came in humility   
 
Second, Christ came to save 
 
 How do we know that Christ came to save?  His name!    
 
 Luke 2:11  “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 
  

What does the word savior mean?  A savior is someone who rescues someone from calamity.  
   

Jesus Christ rescues us from many calamities.   
 
The calamity of a sin ravaged life.  
The calamity of a broken and empty life.  
The calamity of slavery to sin and Satan.  
But most importantly Jesus rescues us from the calamity of the wrath of God.  

 
God is absolutely holy and perfect.  We can’t even begin to comprehend how perfect he is.  He is so 

perfect and pure that he must punish all sin.  We sin whenever we break God’s laws.   
 
Explain gospel and substitution….    
 
But I thought God was a God of love and grace not wrath and justice.  He is all of these things and 

the only way to reconcile all of these things is through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  
 
How do we know that Christ came to save?  His name!  
 
Who did he come to save?  All people!   
 
Look with me at verses 8-10 “And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping 

watch over their flock by night.  (9)  And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were filled with fear.  (10)  And the angel said to them, "Fear not, for behold, I 
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city 
of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”  
 
 Jesus Christ came to save all people.  That is all those who admit that they need to be saved, which 
some of you are not willing to admit.    
 
 The incarnation, Christmas, is an indictment of the human race.  The incarnation implies that we 
have a great problem we cannot solve on our own, so God had to send his son to solve it for us.  
 
 God sent his son to save. 

 
Illustration:  
 
“Rolling stone magazine called his suicide “the day the music died.”  His blistering music, raw 

lyrics, and angry performances introduced a new world to the pop lexicon: Grunge.  By 1993 his band had 
recorded two megahit albums.  His signature song, “smells like Teen Spirit,” became the anthem of 
generation X.   

Kurt was the biggest rock star on the planet.  Yet he couldn’t’ shake the angst of a tortured 
childhood.  While he screamed at the world, painful stomach spasms shrieked back at him.  When 



prescription drugs didn’t work, he shot up heroin to kill the pain.  In an attempt to create the family he 
never knew as a child, he got married.  But his rocker wife was also hooked on heroin, and they fought as 
viciously as his parents had-until the baby came…   

His screaming fits with his band, Nirvana, became tabloid fodder.  After he almost died of an 
overdose in Italy, he returned to Seattle and locked himself in a room with loaded guns.  His wife called 
911, and police raided his estate.  

He checked himself into a clinic where a psychiatrist said that he was a seething volcano, reliving 
his childhood traumas as if they had just happened.  When he got out, he promised to let go of the past.  
He flew home to Seattle, locked himself in his guesthouse, and took his own life.   
 

Kurt had so much to live for.  Within ten years he sold 50 million albums…  Rolling Stone ranked 
him the twelfth best guitarist of all time, and MTV listed him as the seventh greatest singer in pop history.  
In 2006 he surpassed Elvis as the top- selling deceased celebrity, and in 2014 he was elected to the Rock 
and Roll hall of fame.” (Robert Petterson, 19-20)   

 
All of Kurt Cobain’s success could not save him.   Money, fame, and a beautiful wife did not 

ultimately satisfy.   
 
He needed to be saved from the ravaging effects of sins.  We all need to be saved from the ravaging 

effects of sin.   
 
Our lives would be just like Kurt Cobain’s in the right circumstances.  

 
We all need to be saved because we all have the same disease as Kurt Cobain.  We are all infected 

with sin.   
 
Yeah, he needed to be saved but I’m a decent person… I pay my taxes, go to Church, and I have not 

killed anyone.   You may be a decent person, but are you a perfect person?   The standard is perfection since 
the standard is Jesus.  

  
Thankfully, baby Jesus came to save us from the effects of sin.   
   
But can Jesus really save people like Kurt Cobain and me?   
 
This brings us to the last point…  

   
 Christ came in humility 
 Christ came to save  
 
Third, Christ came for outcasts  
 
 How do we know he came for outcasts?   
  
 Luke 2:8–14 (ESV) — 8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for 

behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day 

in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 

wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 



multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 

peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  

 The angel of the lord announces Christ’s birth to shepherds!   The angel did not announce Christ’s 
birth to Caesar, or the Sanhedrin, or the Pharisees, or the king of the Jews.  He announced Christ’s birth to 
shepherds!!!    
 

This would have shocked the original audience since the shepherds were the outcasts of society.    
 
 They lived out in the fields, which meant they were ceremonially unclean all the time.   
 

Furthermore, their testimony was not admissible in court since so many of them were known to 
be liars and thieves (Ryken, 77).   

 
With the exception of lepers, they were the lowest class of men in Israel.  (Ryken, 77)    
 
They were below blue collar.  They were dirty, working class, sinners!!!    

 
Theses are the types of people that Jesus announced his arrival to meaning these are the types of 

people Jesus came to save.    
 
In fact, if you look carefully at 2:11 the angel literally says “unto you this day a child is born” 

meaning this child has been born for you.  
 

The angel says to the shepherds that Christ was born, for people like you, for the poor, the dirty, 
the helpless, the guilty, and the unworthy.  That is all of us.    
 
 Maybe you think that you are beyond the grace of God!  No one is beyond the grace of God.  No one 
is too dirty, too poor, to marginalized for Jesus.    
 
 How did these outcasts respond to baby Jesus?  Worship!   
 

Luke 2:15–20 (ESV) — 15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 

has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a 

manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this 

child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all 

these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 

for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  

 Verse 20 says that the shepherds glorified and praised God for what they saw and heard.   
 
 How will you respond to baby Jesus this Christmas?    
  

There are typically three responses to Jesus Christ.  
 
First is the irreligious response!    
 
You may be thinking I don’t believe that Jesus was God.  In fact, I don’t believe that there is a God!  
 



In light of that, thanks for coming and listening.   
 
With that said, there is very good scientific, historical and philosophical evidence for the truth 

claims of Christianity.   God does not ask us to leave our brains at the door when we walk into church.   
 
We believe because there is very good reason to believe.  I would love to chat over coffee about the 

reasons to believe.   
 
With that said, don’t you want Christianity to be true?  It is a beautiful story.  Plus, Christianity 

provides the most satisfactory answers to life’s biggest questions.    
 
Where did we come from?  
What is wrong with the world?  
What happens when I die?  
Why is their so much evil and suffering?  
 
You owe it to yourself to at least investigate these things.   Why? Your eternal destiny is at stake.     
 
Second is the religious response!    
 
The religious person thinks, “I love Christmas, I’m glad that Jesus Christ was born, I’m glad he died 

for my sins.  Now I’m going to work really hard to ensure that God keeps loving me.  I’m going to read the 
Bible, I’m going to pray, I’m going to be nice to people, I’m going to give money to the church.   I’m 
trusting him and I’m working really hard to make sure that he accepts me.”    

 
This is not Christianity!  In fact, this is very offensive to God.  Christianity is not good advice it is 

good news.  The Bible is not primarily God’s instruction book for our lives.    The Bible is primarily about 
the good news that God sent his son Jesus to rescue us from destruction.       

 
Jesus paid it all!!!  There is nothing left for us to pay.  
 
We don’t perform religious duties to make God love and accept us, we perform religious duties 

because God has loved and accepted us.  
 
 
Third is the Christian response!   
 
The only proper response to this birth announcement is trust and worship.   The Christian 

response goes something like this,  “God I recognize that I’m a sinner and I can’t save myself.  I 
desperately need you to save me from Judgment.  I’m trusting Jesus and Jesus alone to save me.  I 
desperately need the forgiveness, grace, and peace that only Jesus provides.  Thank Jesus for coming, 
thank Jesus for dying, thank Jesus for rising from death, and thanking Jesus for offering salvation to me at 
no cost.”    
   
 The British media waited outside the hospital for three weeks so they could be the first to respond 
to the birth announcement of Prince George.   How much more important is the birth announcement of 
Jesus Christ?     
 

How will you respond to this morning to this birth announcement?   Lets pray…   
   
  


