
Title: A Compromising Tolerance
Text:  Rev 2:18-29

Illustration:  In the beginning God created… image of God… Perfect fellowship w/ God and each other. 
Imagine! It was like this for them because they lived in obedience to God. 

Satan came along… “Why does God get to decide? Wouldn’t it be better if you decided how to live for 
yourself?     Result: Death & destruction, pain & sorrow entered the world.

Throughout all ages since the Fall, you can still hear Satan’s slippery voice  “Don’t let anyone tell you what to 
do. You get to decide!”

It’s no great surprise that the overwhelming sentiment of our day is self autonomy – “I get to decide. So much 
so that to be intolerant of the choices of others is, in fact, considered to be the greatest evil.

Important question:  How are we to think about “Tolerance” as individuals and as a church?

If you are new this morning, we are in the middle of 7 sermons addressing the 7 letters Jesus wrote to 7 

churches.  There is something in each letter for every church until the 2nd coming of Jesus. 

In review:
Ephesus – was doctrinally sound but had forsaken their first love (God & others)
Smyrna – was suffering for their faith and needed encouragement to press on.
Pergamum – was full of love but the world was seeping into the church and they were in danger of sinking.
Today we’re looking at the fourth letter in Revelation and it’s addressed to Thyatira. This church struggled with 
a compromising tolerance.

• Greeting
• Encouragement
• Problem  
• Promise

• A Greeting
Jesus came once to seek and to save the lost. He came to receive in himself the judgement we deserve for our 
sins. He will come again (and the bible is clear about this) not to seek and to save but to gather his saints and 
crush his enemies.  And nowhere in these Seven letters to the Seven churches is this more apparent than in the 
greeting to the church in Thyatira.

(vs. 18)  “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: ‘The words of the Son of God, who has eyes like a 
flame of fire, and whose feet are like burnished bronze.

Son of God –   comes from Psalm 2
Summary:  (Nations, peoples & kings gather together who in opposition to God & His anointed. “…burst their 
bonds apart and cast away their cords from us.” In other words, “We don’t want your rules, we want to decide 
how to live for ourselves!”
What does God say? He laughs and holds them in derision. “I have set up my King  My Son

Eyes like a flame of fire –  (flaming torch – only way to see at night / Jesus’ sees everything we do, even in the 
dark…



(Heb 4:13)  And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom 
we must give account.
Commentator: “The Lord Jesus has eyes that can burn through every conceivable facade and defense that we 
can devise to hide our true selves from others, eyes that penetrate right into our hearts.”

Feet are like burnished bronze – 
Commentator: “In the imagery of the Bible, to tread upon something with your feet means that you have 
conquered and subjugated that person. Moreover, here, the feet are bronze, they are heavy, they crush 
everything underneath them…”

It’s impossible to escape the fact that all three of these descriptions speak of an impending judgement. Might 
sound extreme but God loves us intensely and wants to pour out on us unimaginably great blessing, but there’s 
something in the way – a consuming cancer of the soul. This greeting serves as a generous warning.

Transition: First, an intense greeting, next encouragement,

• An Encouragement –
(vs. 19) ‘I know your works, your love and faith and service and patient endurance, and that your latter works 
exceed the first.’    On the surface, This is a remarkable church!      Lydia – Acts 16)

Unlike the church in Ephesus that was losing steam (they had lost their first love), This church was getting 
better and better:  (vs. 19b) “…and that your latter works exceed the first…”   (progressing!)   

This should be the case for every Christian:
Prov 4:18 But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, which shines brighter and brighter until full 
day.   
1 Tim 4:15 Practice these things, immerse yourself in them, so that all may see your progress.
Are you progressing in your (Faith, Love, Service & patient endurance)? What would others say of you?

Like the Ephesians – Do you remember a time when you were on fire for the Lord but things have long since 
waned and your love has grown cold?

Progress is absolutely important, and the Lord Jesus sees their progress and encourages them for it, but it’s not 
enough! The church in Thyatira had a big problem that no amount of good would erase that problem. 

Transition: A  Greeting, an Encouragement 

• A Problem – 
What was their problem? In Short, Toleration. More specifically, it was toleration of a specific woman in the 
church.

(vs. 20)  But I have this against you, that you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and is 
teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols.

Jezebel wasn’t her real name but it fit. She was the 1st century version of Jezebel. Jezebel was the most wicked 
woman in the O.T. married to Ahab, the King of Israel (800 years BC).

Jezebel was both powerful & gifted. She led the entire nation (including her husband, Ahab) to reject God and 
plunge into idolatry. She worshipped Baal & his mistress Ashtaroth (the god of fertility), and sexual immorality 
was the centerpiece of their worship.



Jesus’ message to the church  This woman in your church is like Jezebel and you are being passive & weak like 
Ahab and many are getting swept up in her sexual immorality and idolatrous feasting.      How!?!  

ESV “Thyatira was a politically and culturally marginalized city, finding its identity economically, with guilds 
dealing in metals and fabric. Guilds celebrated their patron deities in periodic festivities, so Christians may have 
been tempted toward the message of a “prophetess” who advocated participation in illicit sex and food 
sacrificed to idols, both staples of the social scene.” (Trade Guilds  equivalent to modern day Unions)

Just picture a blue collar town full of working class people trying to make ends meet. This presented an 
interesting dilemma: Trust God for your welfare or take matters into your own hands and join a trade guild.

They have faith & its growing but then “Jezebel” presents them with an enticing proposition.
 Go ahead and join in the festivities. Your sins have been forgiven. It’s what you believe in your heart that 
matters. You can decide how you live your life. You have to work after all or you won’t be able to eat. Your 
children are depending on you. Let’s not be legalistic about God’s unrealistic rules. If you don’t take care of 
yourself, no one else will – You get to decide how you want to live your life & Jesus will forgive your sins.”

Main take away:
Jesus rebuked the church in Thyatira for tolerating Jezebel and her sexual immorality.

1 Thes 4:3 “For this is the will of God, your sanctification that you abstain from sexual immorality.”  

1 Cor 6:17-19   “He who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. Flee from sexual immorality. Every 

other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral person sins against his own body. Or 
do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are 
not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.”

Sexual intimacy is to take place and flourish in a covenant relationship between a man and a woman.  Are you 
guilty of tolerating sexual immorality?

I don’t think there is a Jezebel (false teacher of this sort) in our church but the spirit of Jezebel is alive & well 
today & we are not immune. This sexual immorality comes in many forms. Outright illicit sex  more subtle 
forms like private porn use.     (Stats  60%)    (Movies, Internet, Novels).

God will judge sexual immorality, because he loves us and wants us to flourish.

Patience of God: 
 (vs. 21 - 23)  I gave her time to repent, but she refuses to repent of her sexual immorality. 22 Behold, I will 
throw her onto a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her I will throw into great tribulation, unless they 

repent of her works, 23 and I will strike her children dead. And all the churches will know that I am he who 
searches mind and heart, and I will give to each of you according to your works.

God wants us to be free from the ravages of sin & he will even put us on a sickbed & throw us into great 
tribulation to accomplish this!

(Heb 12:10-11) 10 For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for 

our good, that we may share his holiness. 11 For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, 
but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.



Main take away for those who remained steadfast:
(vs. 24-25)  24 But to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not learned what 

some call the deep things of Satan, to you I say, I do not lay on you any other burden. 25 Only hold fast what 
you have until I come.   (Interestingly - not join a new church)

Guard against a wrong attitude:
• Under reaction: Won’t happen to me, I’m better than that. (“Take heed lest you fall…”
• Over reaction: Go over and above scripture by adding additional rules.

 (The Gospel is sufficient!)

• Promise
The one who overcomes will be given two things: 

(vs. 26-28)  26The one who conquers and who keeps my works until the end, to him I will give authority over 

the nations, 27 and he will rule them with a rod of iron, as when earthen pots are broken in pieces, even as I 
myself have received authority from my Father. And I will give him the morning star.

• Authority over the nations  –  (This is not a vision of harps in the clouds!)
Psalm 2:8-12
Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession. 9 You 

shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.” 10 Now therefore, O kings, 

be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth. 11 Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 12 Kiss the 
Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take 
refuge in him.   (Illustration: Mom – someone wants to kidnap & harm her children)

• The King Himself (Relationship) – 
Rev 22:16
16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the root and the 
descendant of David, the bright morning star.”     (see also; Num 24:17)
(Old saying: “Every man who goes to a brothel is looking for God…”)

Psalm 16  “You make known to me the path of life: in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand 
are pleasures forevermore.  

(vs. 29) 29 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’      
Closing Prayer:


