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A Picture of Love & the Permanence of Love 

(1 Corinthians 13:4–13) "4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is 

not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it 

does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, 

believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  

8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will 

cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in 

part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. 11 When I was a child, I 

spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I 

gave up childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now 

I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known. 13 So now faith, 

hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love." 

Anecdote: My Wedding.  

Context. The Corinthians have gifts and knowledge, but they lack love. 

Therefore, chapters 12-14 describe what it means to be led by the Spirit. It is not 

spiritual gifts. Those who are spiritual exude the fruit of the Spirit. The first fruit is 

love.  

Last week Jeff spoke to us about the priority of love.  

Jeff rightly said, “If you are not growing in love you are not a Christian.”  

We learned that we love because he first loved up.  

Today we will look at a picture of love and the permanence of love.  

A. VS 4-7 A PICTURE OF LOVE 

These words are a picture of Christ’s love for us.  

It is a passage that defines what love looks like on a horizontal plane.  

(1 Corinthians 13:4–13) "4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is 

not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it 

does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, 

believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  

This text says fifteen things about love—eight things that love is not, and 

seven things that love is.  



  

2 of 5 

Note: Paul does not include affection. In this passage, love is not a feeling. It 

is a series of actions. It is a heart-disposition toward others. In addition, Paul 

describes our love for each other, not our love for God.  

You can dislike someone and love them.  

You can distrust someone and love them.  

1. What Love is Not (4b-5)  

“Love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own 

way; it is not irritable or resentful; 

Love does not envy  

Envy desires to take someone else’s blessings away.  

Paul lists envy as a fruit of the flesh in Galatians five.  

Love does not boast  

Name dropping.  

Love “considers others more important than itself.” (Phil 2) 

Love is not arrogant  

I’m smarter, more important, cleverer, superior in every way.  

When Humility succeeds it gives all the credit to God.  

Love is not rude  

Love does not insist on its own way.  

Movies, cars, vacations, food, restaurants, furniture, etc. 

Love is not irritable  

When we are irritable we are usually looking down on another.  

Love is not resentful 

Love has no rights to be treated well.     

Love does not rejoice in the wrong   

When love gets fired it doesn’t wish trouble on its boss. 

When love is rejected it doesn’t rejoice when that person has problems.  
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2. What Love Is (4a, 6, 7)   

"4 Love is patient and kind… 6b [Love] rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, 

believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  

Love is patient   

God is slow to anger 

Blessed are the meek…  

Love is kind  

Harshness is the opposite 

Love rejoices with the truth.  

The opposite of “love does not rejoice in the wrong.”  

Love bears all things.  

Love puts up with people because God has put up with itself 

Love believes all things 

Love believes the best about people 

Love hopes all things 

Love hopes the best for people 

Love endures all things 

Another way of saying, “Love bears all things.”  

How do we get love like this?  

“Beholding the glory of the Lord we are transformed into his image from one degree of 

glory to another.” (2 Cor. 3:18).  

  

B. VS 8-13 THE PERMANENCE OF LOVE 

Love never ends 

8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will 

cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 

Love will be perfected  
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 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the 

partial will pass away.  

Love is spiritual maturity.  

11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. 

When I became a man, I gave up childish ways.  

Love is known by our unworthiness. The blacker the sky the brighter the 

stars.      

12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I 

shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.  

Love is the Queen of the spiritual Virtues  

13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love." 

 

C. APPLICATION:  

1. Humility precedes love  

If you think you are a good lover, you are still a spiritual child.   

• 1 Cor 15 Least of the apostles.  

• Eph 3 Least of the Saints.  

• 1 Tim 1 The foremost of sinners.  

2. The measure of your love is how you love the person 
closest to you.  

 

3. We grow in love by beholding love.  

(2 Corinthians 3:18) "18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, 

are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For 

this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit." 

(1 John 3:2) "2 Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet 

appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall 

see him as he is." 
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4. We behold love by beholding the cross 

 

 

 

 

 


