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Spiritual People & Spiritual Gifts 

(1 Corinthians 12:1–11) "1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to 

be uninformed. 2 You know that when you were pagans you were led astray to mute 

idols, however you were led. 3 Therefore I want you to understand that no one 

speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus 

is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit.  

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of 

service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God 

who empowers them all in everyone.  

7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is 

given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of 

knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to 

another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to 

another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another 

various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.  

11 All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one 

individually as he wills." 

The word “spiritual” is very popular today. For example, the question, “Are 

you a spiritual person?” is a great way to begin a conversation with an 

unbeliever. Everyone thinks they are “spiritual.”  

“Americans have become less religious in recent years by standard 

measures…But, at the same time, the share of people across a wide 

variety of religious identities who say they often feel a deep sense of 

spiritual peace and well-being as well as a deep sense of wonder about 

the universe has risen.”1 

 

But what does it mean to be a “spiritual person?” That is the question. 

According to the Huffington Post— 

“Being a spiritual person is synonymous with being a person whose highest priority is to 

be loving to yourself and others. A spiritual person cares about people, animals and the 

                                            

1 Source: Pew Research Jan 1 2016  

http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/11/03/5-key-findings-about-religiosity-in-the-u-s-and-how-its-changing/
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planet. A spiritual person knows that we are all One, and consciously attempts to honor 

this Oneness. A spiritual person is a kind person.”2 

Understanding what it means to be spiritual” is also crucial for Christians. 

There is much confusion about what it means to be spiritual. Is the ability to 

preach the mark of spirituality? Does reading the Bible often make one a 

“spiritual person?” Does the possession of a spiritual gift make one “Spiritual?” 

Does attendance at church make one “spiritual?”  

In the Bible, a “spiritual person” is one led by the Holy Spirit. Submission to 

the Lordship of Christ expressing, itself with love for God and man (not self), is 

the only authentic sign that I am led by the Spirit, i.e. that I am a spiritual person.  

Being a spiritual person, biblically, matters greatly. Paul tells us that those 

who are led by the Spirit fulfill the righteous requirements of the law (Rom 8:4). 

Those who are led by the Spirit are the children of God (Rom 8:14). He tells us 

that those walk in the Spirit do not yield to the desires of the flesh (Gal 5:16).  

The Corinthians don’t get it. They are confused. They think being led by the 

Spirit (spiritual) means speaking in tongues during the worship service.  

Chapter 12 begins a discussion that lasts until the end of chapter 14. These 

three chapters are united by a common theme. Paul is asking, and answering, a 

question. What does it mean to be spiritual? What does it mean to be led by the 

HS? How should Corinth apply the answer to this question to the use of the 

spiritual gifts? 

Here is his answer. Submission to the Lordship of Christ is the first evidence 

that one is led by the Spirit. Love is the first fruit of this relationship. Therefore, 

we know that one is led by the Spirit—they are spiritual people—because love 

governs how they use the Spiritual Gifts.  

Those led by the Spirit exercise the diversity of gifts and ministries in order to 

build on another other up.  They are led by love.  

                                            

2 Huffington Post, Dec 21, 2016, “What Does It Mean to Be a Spiritual Person?”  
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A. SPIRITUAL PEOPLE 

(1 Corinthians 12:1–11) "1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to 

be uninformed. 2 You know that when you were pagans you were led astray to mute 

idols, however you were led. 3 Therefore I want you to understand that no one 

speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus 

is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit.  

These three verses are Paul’s shot across the bow. It contains the theme of 

chapters 12-14.   

Most likely the Corinthians have written Paul concerned that those who 

speak in tongues feel that they are “spiritual” and those who don’t are not. In 

addition, those with the gift of tongues are using the gift selfishly.  

Therefore, Paul wants the Corinthians to know that, if the person speaking in 

tongues is extolling and praising God for his work of redemption, terminating in 

Christ’s Lordship, the speaking can’t be from the Devil. Submission to the 

Lordship of Christ is what identifies one as spiritual, i.e. led by the HS.  

Fee: “The presence of the Spirit in power and gifts makes it easy for God’s people to 

think of the power and gifts as the real evidence of the Spirit’s presence. Not so for 

Paul. The ultimate criterion of the Spirit’s activity is the exaltation of Jesus as Lord. 

Whatever takes away from that, even if they be legitimate expressions of the Spirit, 

begins to move away from Christ to a more pagan fascination with spiritual activity as 

an end in itself3 

Paul wants to assure the Corinthians that, although the spiritual gifts are from 

God, they are not and infallible sign that the HS indwells us. They are no sign of 

authenticity. In fact, in chapter 3, Vs 1 he admonished Corinth.  

(1 Corinthians 3:1) "But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as 

people of the flesh, as infants in Christ." 

 

Again, the infallible sign is submission to the Lordship of Christ, followed by 

love that builds up the local church.  

                                            

3 Gordon D. Fee, The First Epistle to the Corinthians, The New International Commentary on the New Testament 

(Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1987), 582. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nicnt67co1?ref=Bible.1Co12.3&off=6683&ctx=mena+are+recurring.+~The+presence+of+the+
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Therefore, the presence or absence of spiritual gifts do not tell us whether 

someone is led by the HS.  

Vs 3 reads, No one can confess that “Jesus is Lord except in the Holy Spirit.” 

This is the same confession that we make to be saved.  

(Ro 10:9-10) "Because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in 

your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one 

believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved." 

This is not just verbal articulation. It is a heart-confession. Only the HS can 

motivate this. A person who thinks they are a Christian, but is not, can also make 

it. (Anecdote: Tom P, Joy Evans). In fact, demons can make it even though they 

hate Christ and his Lordship.  

Mark 3:11–12 And whenever the unclean spirits saw [Jesus], they fell down before him 

and cried out, “You are the Son of God.” And he strictly ordered them not to make him 

known.  

Therefore, this confession alone does not make one a Christian. You could 

talk an unbeliever into making this confession. It is the confession coupled with 

an earnest desire to submit to Christ’s authority that only a Christian can make. 

Jesus made this principle very clear.  

(Mt 7:22-23) “On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your 

name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ 

And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of 

lawlessness.” 

     In summary, don’t boast about spiritual gifts. Spiritual gifts do not tell us 

whether someone is led by the Spirit. You can only confess Christ’s Lordship by 

the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  

B. SPIRITUAL GIFTS (4-11)  

1. The source of Spiritual Gifts 

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of 

service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God 

who empowers them all in everyone.  

11 All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one 

individually as he wills."  
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Paul tells us that the source of the spiritual gifts are the Spirit, the Lord, and 

God. In other words, they come from the Trinity. The Trinity is Paul’s model. God 

is one. But God is also three persons with different gifts and functions. God is 

diversified, but that diversity produces unity.  

The HS gives the gifts.  

The Lordship of Christ produces works of service.  

God the Father empowers all of this.  

For example, the Father designed the Universe, the Son spoke the design 

into existence, and the HS did the actual work of creation.  

The Glory of the Father is the end of all things. The HS glorifies the Son, and 

the Son glorifies the Father.  

We direct our worship to the Father, but the HS motivates our worship even 

as the Son’s redeeming work makes that worship possible.  

The Father loves the world. The Son demonstrates his love. The HS applies 

that love to the human heart.  

In the same way, God made us in his image. God is one yet diverse. 

Therefore, God designed the church to be one, even though we are composed of 

members with different gifts and functions. The ESV Study Bible sums it us this 

way. “The diversity of divine persons within the unity of the Trinity should be 

reflected in the diversity of gifts within the unity of the body of Christ in Corinth.”4 

However, in a fallen world, diversity often produce disunity. But, Paul wants 

us to know that if we are spiritual people, if we are led by the HS, our experience 

should be the opposite. The diversity of gifts should unify and build up the local 

church.   

Last, verse 11 reminds us that God is sovereign over the disbursement of his 

gifts, activities, and service.  

11 All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one 

individually as he wills."  

                                            

4 Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 2209. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esvsb?ref=BibleESV.1Co12.4-6&off=517&ctx=+evidence+of+deity.+~The+diversity+of+div
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2. The Diversity of Spiritual Gifts 

7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is 

given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of 

knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to 

another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to 

another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another 

various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.  

Based on what we have already said about what it means to be a “spiritual 

person,” it should be obvious that verse 7 is the punchline. “To each is given the 

manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 

Let’s start with three observations about this list: 

1st Paul presents us with a list of mostly supernatural (miraculous) gifts. But, 

in other places he mixes them with natural gifts and he does not seem to feel that 

one class is greater than another. “It is the same God who empowers them all in 

everyone” (Vs 6). 

2nd This list of gifts is not exhaustive. The Bible gives us several lists like this 

(See Transparency) 

3rd God gives these gifts when and where it serves His purposes. 

11 All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one 

individually as he wills."  

Let’s try to describe these gifts at work. 

1st “Utterance of Wisdom and Knowledge.” We need to be humble. Nowhere 

does the Bible define these gifts. These twin gifts are probably supernatural 

knowledge immediately imparted by the Spirit to help the church or an individual.  

However, it might also be knowledge or wisdom gained by experience. 

Wisdom and Knowledge only appears as gifts in this letter. That is significant 

because in chapter 1-3 Paul goes to great lengths to convince us that this world’s 

wisdom is incompatible with God’s wisdom. In addition, Paul proves emphatically 

that cross of Christ is God’s wisdom.  

Did God give Solomon the gift of wisdom when the two women came to him 

claiming the same baby? 
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2nd “Faith by the Same Spirit.” This is not saving faith. It is a supernatural gift 

of faith that enables one to discern what God is doing, or to believe God for a 

great purpose. Did Jesus refer to it in Matthew 17:20?   

(Mt 17:20) "For truly, I say to you, if you have faith like a grain of mustard seed, you will 

say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move, and nothing will be 

impossible for you.” 

Most people with the gift of healing have this faith. 

Attempting to define this faith John Calvin wrote,  

“The term faith is employed here to mean a special faith...A special faith is of such a 

kind as does not apprehend Christ wholly, for redemption...but only in so far as 

miracles are performed in his name. Judas had a faith of this kind, and he wrought 

miracles too by means of it. Chrysostom distinguishes it in a somewhat different 

manner, calling it the faith of miracles, not of doctrines.” 

Many that do great works for God have this faith (George Muller, Hudson 

Taylor, and the China Inland Mission). Think of David killing Goliath with a sling 

and five smooth stones. Think of Jonathan and his armor bearer slaying the 

entire Philistine garrison.  

This kind of faith is a gift that comes and goes (Elijah and Jezebel). 

3rd “Gifts of healing by one Spirit, Working of Miracles.”  

Back healing by Earl Aldrich. 

Healing and miracles are the two opposite sides of one coin. Everyone can 

and should pray for others to be healed. But, when a man has the gift of healing 

many are healed in his presence and he usually knows in advance who God is 

healing.  

“Working of Miracles” is a general category for someone who has an unusual 

gift. They see supernatural miracles when they pray. It probably includes 

exorcisms and nature miracles. Elijah raises the dead. He call down fire on Mt. 

Carmel. Paul blinds the magician, Elymas, on Cyprus. Paul worship in the 

Philippian jail. An earthquake occurs and their chains fall off.   

4th “Prophecy.” Dr. Grudem defines prophecy as any supernaturally charged 

utterance. It can apply to preaching, teaching, knowledge or predicting the future 
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(Simeon prophesying over Baby Jesus). It is closely related to the gift of 

knowledge, wisdom, or faith.  

Prophecy occurs when a person speaks out something that God has 

revealed to them. In the OT, it was scripture. In the NT is it not. It must be 

discerned.  

Prophecy can come via dreams, visions, or audible voices, but it usually 

comes by an inward impression accompanied by a supernatural conviction that 

the user learns to discern from experience.  

Judy at the Christian meeting 20 years back.  

Bruce Ware and the dream.  

Jesus is our model. Not only was he God but he was the ideal man. He is 

what God designed Adam to be. So, when we look at Jesus we see what God 

intended us to be. Jesus had this gift.  

(Mk 2:8) "And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they [the Pharisees] thus 

questioned within themselves, said to them, “Why do you question these things in your 

hearts?" 

Elisha had this gift. (2Kgs 5:26) Gehazzi followed Namaan to ask for financial 

reward after Elisha had refused it.  

“Where have you been Gehazzi?” And Gehazzi said, “Your servant went nowhere.” But 

Elisha said, “Did not my heart go when the man turned from his chariot to meet you.” 

The person being prophesied over needs to have it confirmed.  

5th “To another the ability to “distinguish between spirits,” literally “discerning 

spirits.” Is this is a gift used in exorcisms, or a gift that equips us to distinguish 

the work of God’s Spirit from other evil spirits?  

6th “To another various kinds of tongues. To another interpretation of 

tongues.” More about these gifts in chapter 14.  

We wish Paul had defined these more. He didn’t because that wasn’t his 

purpose. His purpose was to show how God scatters the spiritual gifts diversely.  
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C. CONCLUSION 

1.  Build up your faith with Good Books 

 

2. Don’t throw out the baby with the bath 

Paul sees problems. The Corinthian church thinks that the reception of 

spiritual gifts means that one is a spiritual person.  

This means that the spiritual gifts are being abused.  

Paul disabuses that idea.  

But I want you to notice a crucial point. Paul does not solve the problem by 

discouraging or forbidding the spiritual gifts. Rather, he solves it with teaching.  

3. Celebrate Spiritual Diversity 

Someone has the gift of tongues, but you have no supernatural gift. It has 

nothing to do with your spiritual maturity. It says nothing about your spiritual 

progress. The Lordship of Christ, expressing itself as Love, is the only sure 

evidence of growing maturity. It is the only evidence that you are a spiritual 

person, i.e. that you are led by God’s Spirit.  

Don’t feel inferior because you have no gift or a lesser gift. If a brother or 

sister has a greater gift encourage them, and pray for the spiritual gifts, not for 

your sake, but for the sake of the church.  

4. Prioritize love over the gifts 

As long as all the gifts that God gives are used in love, the church prospers. 

But as soon as our ego gets involved, they become a problem.  

5. Earnestly desire the spiritual gifts.   

Lay hands on each other at HomeGroup. 

Pray and fast as God leads.  

Then rest content.  

 


