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I. Defending Spiritual Gifts  

(1 Corinthians 12:1–31) "1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to 

be uninformed. 2 You know that when you were pagans you were led astray to mute 

idols, however you were led. 3 Therefore I want you to understand that no one 

speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus 

is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit.  

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of 

service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God 

who empowers them all in everyone.  

7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is 

given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of 

knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to 

another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to 

another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another 

various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are 

empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he 

wills.  

In 1 Corinthians Paul writes to answer the questions of the Corinthian church. 

They have experienced spiritual gifts, and so now they are asking about them. 

Way back in the introduction (first chapter) Paul commended them for their use of 

spiritual gifts.  

(1 Cor 1:4-7) "I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that 

was given you in Christ Jesus …so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you 

wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

The Corinthian church had a lot of problems—incest, division, selfish use of 

rights, drunkenness at communion, abuse of spiritual gifts, denial of the 

resurrection. But we would be in error to be too critical. They had something 

many of our congregations today lack—spiritual life.  

 “To how many churches today do you think it would be necessary to write the First 

Epistle to the Corinthians? How many of our churches are so thrilling with spiritual life 

that you have to tell them about control and of being aware of excesses? I do not know 

of one. That is because there is no life. When you have life and vitality there is always a 
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danger of excess…We are reducing what is offered us, and promised us, in the New 

Testament to the level of our own experience.”1 

Many Evangelical churches today are Cessationists. Cessationists are those 

who believe all, or most, supernatural gifts of the HS terminated with the 

formation of the NT Canon in the fourth century. Not all Cessationists reject gifts 

of healing or tongues. But all Cessationists believe that the word gifts mentioned 

in this passage—prophecy, knowledge, wisdom—have ceased. Their conviction 

is that these gifts are additions to the Bible. We agree that the canon of scripture 

is closed. We believe that it will never be added to, but we don’t believe these 

oral gifts comprise additions to scripture.  

Examples of modern Cessationists are John MacArthur, Al Mohler, R. C. 

Sproul, Tim Challies, etc.  

Although we agree with the Cessationists that adding to the Bible would be a 

serious sin, GCF is not a “Cessationist” church: We are a “Continuist” church. 

Continuationists see no biblical evidence for this belief. In fact, the Bible seems 

to testify to the regular experience of contact with the supernatural world. That is 

why we are Continuationists.  

We do not believe that the spiritual gifts, mentioned in this text, ended with 

the formation of the New Testament Cannon. In principal, we believe that these 

gifts continue. We believe this because there is no biblical hint that God has 

withdrawn them.   

Nevertheless, Cessationists are our friends.  

But, on the other hand, we are not Charismatics either. Since 1990 that word 

has become associated with experience-centered Christianity. For example, 

TBN, the health, wealth and prosperity gospel, sensationalism, worldliness, and 

an approach to Christianity not governed by objective truth. The names 

associated with charismatic are Oral Roberts, Benny Hinn, Creflo Dollar, Joyce 

Meyers, etc.  

We oppose the sensational nature of TBN. We oppose the elevation of 

experience over objective truth. We oppose the gospel-distortions of the “word of 

                                            

1 J.I. Packer, editor: Puritan Papers, Vol II, ((Phillipsburg: P&R, 2002) pg. 211-12  
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faith movement.” And we oppose the undiscerning acceptance of all spiritual 

phenomenon that claims the Holy Spirit for its inspiration.  

But on the other hand, we do not want to throw out the baby with the bath. 

Scripture is our guide and, despite the fact that they have been abused, spiritual 

gifts are in the Bible.  

GCF is composed of many Christians who have experienced spiritual gifts 

and others who have not. In that regard, we are like the church at Corinth.  

A spiritual gift is not a sign that the possessor is in a special relationship with 

God. Belief in the gospel is the only door into a special relationship with God. 

Fruit is the only sign of a special relationship.  

All Christians are equal at the foot of the cross.  

A. CESSATIONISM  

1. History 

At the end of the fourth century, attempting to explain why the supernatural 

had ceased, Augustine floated the idea that they must have not been needed 

after the NT canon was formed.  

Then his congregation experienced some supernatural healings. So, in his 

Retractions, six years before he died, he took his cessationist theory back.  

However, for the next 1400 years the spiritual gifts that we read about today 

almost completely disappeared.  

The 16th century Reformers were students of Augustine. That is why they 

were Cessationist.  

The 17th century Puritans were also almost all Cessationist.  

The Great Awakening leaders—Rowlands, Wesley, Whitefield, Edwards—

were Cessationist. However, they did experience amazing supernatural 

phenomena. But the spiritual gifts listed in today’s text did not appear.  

2. Cessationism Defended Biblically 

Cessationists often contend that miracles only occurred when the Word was 

being written. (What about Elijah and Elisha)?  
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They argue that signs and wonders were only done by apostles and there 

are no apostles today. (What about Phillip a deacon, amongst others, who did 

signs and wonders)?  

As we have already noted, they argue that Word Gifts (Prophecy, Wisdom, 

Knowledge) are additions to the Bible. Not true. The words of scripture are 

absolute truth.  

However, the NT authors never treat these spiritual gifts as scripture. 

Instead, they treat them as utterances that must be tested against the objective 

standard of scripture.  

(1 Thessalonians 5:19–21) "Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophecies, 21 

but test everything; hold fast what is good." 

We don’t need spiritual Gifts. We have the Bible 

3. Cessationism Defended from Tradition or Emotion.  

Cessationists argue that most of our spiritual heroes were Cessationists.  

Cessationists argue that the supernatural is risky.  

Cessationists point out that the gift of tongues is ridiculous.  

Cessationists also point out that many Charismatics are doctrinal heretics.   

Last, Cessationists are revolted by the fact that many Charismatics are 

worldly (700 Club, TBN, Benny Hinn, Etc.)  

4. Effect of Cessationism   

We lack power. We resemble deists.  

Our Christianity has been reduced to academics, propositions, doctrines, and 

truth to be organized and applied. But the experiential aspects, so prevalent in 

the pages of the Bible, are ignored.  

The result is that we don’t expect God to act, and so he doesn’t.  

We have tamed the Lion and locked him in a theological cage.  
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B. CONTINUATIONISM  

There is not even the slightest biblical hint that the supernatural has ceased 

or will ever cease. Rather, the NT positively assumes the need for supernatural 

power and supernatural gifts.  

In fact, what we see in the Bible is the one thing that is almost non-existent in 

the modern church—Calvinists who earnestly seek the spiritual gifts, i.e. the 

Convergence of sound doctrine and supernatural power.  

On the Continuationist side are men like Sam Storms, John Piper, D. A. 

Carson, Matt Chandler, Mark Driscoll, Greg Allison, etc.  

 

1. What Are the Limitations of the Spiritual Gifts?  

By themselves they never convert. Remember all the miracles that the Jews 

saw during the Exodus and how few were converted.  

Think about the thousands that followed Jesus hanging on his miracles. But, 

after his death and Resurrection, only 120 remained in the Upper Room.  

In addition, the exercise of spiritual gifts say absolutely nothing about the 

maturity of the person exercising them. That is the purpose of love, chapter 13.  

The new Christian with the burning hands at our Bible Study.  

Spiritual gifts don’t even prove New Birth.  

(Matthew 7:21–23) "21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 

kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  

On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and 

cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’  

And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of 

lawlessness.’" 

 

2. What are the purpose of the spiritual gifts?  

God gives them to confirm the word. 
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(Hebrews 2:3–5) "3 how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was 

declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard, 4 while God 

also bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy 

Spirit distributed according to his will. 5 For it was not to angels that God subjected the 

world to come, of which we are speaking." 

God gives them to build up the church.  

God gives them to point us to the world to come.  

God gives them to glorify himself  

(John 2:11) "11 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested 

his glory. And his disciples believed in him." 

You can be a Cessationist and be a member of our church.   

 

3. My Testimony  

1971 Baptism in the HS 

Healing at Fort Knox 

Healing  

Word of Knowledge during counseling 

God spoke to me on Highway 101 

God spoke to me through an unknow prophet five days later in N. Carolina.  

4. Conclusion:  

We often laugh and say, “Don’t judge a book by its movie.” In the same way 

don’t judge the spiritual Gifts by the weirdo that exercises them.  

Don’t reduce the NT to the level of your own experience, or the experience of 

someone you really expect.  

Judge the spiritual gifts by the biblical testimony to them.  

Don’t judge the spiritual gifts by the opinions of leaders you really respect, R. 

C. Sproul, Jonathan Edwards, etc. Judge them by what is in the New Testament.  

Fire in the fireplace provides heat and warmth. But if it gets outside the 

fireplace it will burn your house down. No one suggests that we quit lighting fires 
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in our fireplaces because it will burn your house down. Instead, we take prudent 

precautions and we light the fire. The benefit outweighs the risk.  

We should take the same approach to the spiritual gifts.  

Having or not having spiritual gifts is no sign of being special with God.  

We can all be a theological Continuationist, but a practical Cessationist. You 

believe in the spiritual gifts, as long as someone else is the user, but you don’t 

earnestly seek the spiritual gifts for yourself.  Don’t do that. Twice Paul tells us to 

“earnestly desire the spiritual gifts.”  

(1 Corinthians 12:31) "31 But earnestly desire the higher gifts. And I will show you a still 

more excellent way." 

(1 Corinthians 14:1) "1 Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, especially 

that you may prophesy." 

 

 


