
  

1 of 7 

Proverbs on the Fear of God 

(Isaiah 11:1–5) "1 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a 

branch from his roots shall bear fruit.  

2 And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and 

the fear of the LORD. 3 And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.  

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears 

hear, 4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for 

the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and 

with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the 

belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins." 

This text predicts what will happen when the Holy Spirit “rests” 

upon Jesus, the Messiah. It mentions the fear of God twice.  

In fact, Proverbs mentions the fear of God over 20 times. In total 

the Bible mentions the fear of God over 100 times.  

The point of Isaiah’s prophecy is that Jesus is the summation—or 

personification—of the Proverbs Man. Because the Holy Spirit rested 

on Jesus he exuded six fruits—wisdom, understanding, counsel, 

might, knowledge, and the fear of God.  

Then the prophet adds a seventh. Jesus didn’t just possess the 

fear of God. He actually delighted in the Fear of God.  

If Jesus, the perfect man, delighted in the fear of God, so should 

we.  

Main Point: The fear of God is the necessary foundation for 

every virtue Proverbs recommends.   

 

BILLBOARD.  Define, reasons, characteristics, benefits…… 
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A.  A DEFINITION OF THE FEAR OF GOD  

Although the Bible mentions the fear of God about 100 times, it 

never defines the fear of the Lord. So, what is it?  

First, what it is not. The fear of God is not an Old Testament virtue 

done away by the love of God revealed in the New Testament.  

The fear of God is not the fear a slave feels for its master.  

The fear of God is not the terror a woman in a dark alley at 3:00 

AM on a moonless night feels. 

 The fear of God does not motivate us to run away from God. Just 

the opposite. It is the fear that a child feels for a warm and 

affectionate father. The child fears God BECAUSE HE KNOWS HIS 

FATHER LOVES HIM.  

 The fear of God is a fruit of faith. We fear God because we really 

believe that God is exhaustively sovereign, and therefore behavior 

has consequences. Here are a few…… 

God gives the persistent sinner up to what he or she wants.  

God has every detail of our future in his hands. He controls our 

promotion or demotion, success or failure, sanity or insanity, relief 

from spiritual warfare, etc.  

The fear of the Lord is also a synonym for humility.  

(Proverbs 3:7) "7 Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD, and turn away 

from evil." 

(Proverbs 15:33) "The fear of the LORD is instruction in wisdom, and humility 

comes before honor." 

(Proverbs 22:4) "The reward for humility and fear of the LORD is riches and honor 

and life." 
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 The fear of God grows when we marinate it in the knowledge of 

God’s holiness, God’s justice, and God’s righteousness. The fear of 

the Lord is a fruit of dwelling in God’s transcendence.  

The unbeliever fears God like a slave fears his master.  

Not so the Christian. He or she saturates self in the conviction that 

God is their Father. He is infinitely loving, gracious and merciful.  

Ed Welch gives us a good summary.  

$ “[The] fear of the Lord means reverent submission that leads to obedience, 

and it is interchangeable with “worship,” “rely on,” “trust,” and “hope in. Like 

terror it includes a knowledge of our sinfulness and God’s moral purity, and it 

includes a clear-eyed knowledge of God’s justice and his anger against sin. But 

this worship-fear also knows God’s great forgiveness, mercy, and love.”1  

Here is a simple definition. The man or woman who fears God 

takes God VERY SERIOUSLY.  

King David committed adultery and murder because he didn’t take 

God seriously.  

Main Point: The fear of God is the necessary foundation for 

every virtue Proverbs recommends.    

B. REASONS TO FEAR GOD;  

1. God is infinitely holy.  

Isaiah: Woe is me! I am undone. I am a man of unclean lips.  

Ezekiel: I sat there overwhelmed among them for seven days. 

Peter, James, and John: “This is my beloved Son with whom I am 

well pleased. Listen to Him! When the disciples heard this, they fell 

on their faces and were terrified.   

                                       

1 Ed Welch, When People are Big and God is Small, (Phillipsburg, P&R, 1997) Pg. 96-97 
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$Wells: “We have no sense at all that we stand in the presence of a God of 

blazing, majestic purity. And when we lose this sense of the moral “over-

againstness” of God, this opposition of what is Good to what is not, we lose all 

sense of moral urgency. Indeed, we lose our gospel and the whole point of 

Christian faith.”2 

2. God commands us to fear him.  

$(Proverbs 24:21) "My son, fear the LORD and the king, and do not join with 

those who do otherwise," 

3. There are consequences for disobedience  

(Proverbs 3:11–12) "My son, do not despise the LORD’s 
discipline or be weary of his reproof, 12 for the LORD 
reproves him whom he loves, as a father the son in whom 
he delights." 

Anecdote: Abraham and Ishmael, Christ’s warnings to the seven 

churches in Revelations 1-3.  

4. A Day of Judgment Hastens.  

$(2 Corinthians 5:10–11) "10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 

Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the 

body, whether good or evil. 11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we 

persuade others. But what we are is known to God, and I hope it is known also 

to your conscience." 

Main Point: The fear of God is the necessary foundation for 

every virtue Proverbs recommends.   

 

C. CHARACTERISTICS OF THE FEAR OF GOD 

1. It is clean and endures forever 

$(Ps.19:9) "The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever.  

                                       

2 David Wells, The Courage to be Protestant, (Grand Rapids, Eerdmans, 2008), pg 239  
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(Ps. 89:7) "A God greatly to be feared in the council of the holy ones, and 

awesome above all who are around him?" 

2. It Is a Fountain of Life 

(Pr.  14:27) "The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, that one may turn away 

from the snares of death." 

3. It is a source of delight 

(Isa 11:3) “And his delight will be in the fear of the Lord.”  

4. It is a Treasure  

 (Isa.  33:6) "The fear of the LORD is Zion’s treasure." 

D. THE BENEFITS OF THE FEAR OF GOD  

1. God rewards it.  

$(Pr 22:4) "The reward for humility and fear of the LORD is riches and honor and 

life." 

(Ps 33:18) "Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him,  

2. It is the beginning of Knowledge and Wisdom  

$(Pr 1:7) "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge… 

(Pr 9:10) "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom… 

3. It is the main virtue connected with parental success 

(Pr 14:26) "In the fear of the LORD one has strong confidence, and his children 

will have a refuge."  

4. It promotes holiness  

$(Pr 8:13) "The fear of the LORD is hatred of evil. Pride and arrogance and the 

way of evil and perverted speech I hate." 

(Pr 14:2) "Whoever walks in uprightness fears the LORD, but he who is devious 

in his ways despises him." 

(2 Cor 7:1) "Let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit, 

bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God." 
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5. Kills the fear of Man 

(Matthew 10:28) "28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the 

soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell." 

E. OBTAINING THE FEAR OF GOD  

1. Choose It 

(Pr. 1:29) "They hated knowledge and did not choose the fear of the LORD," 

2. Soften your heart to God  

(Pr.  28:14) "Blessed is the one who fears the LORD always, but whoever 

hardens his heart will fall into calamity." 

3. Read the Bible  

$“Now, (the Bible), as I said is called the fear of the Lord, because it is the rule 

and directory of our fear. For we know not how to fear the Lord in a saving way 

without its guidance and direction...It is given to us and left among us, that we 

may read therein all the days of our life, and learn to fear the Lord.”3   Bunyan, 

The Fear of God.  

4. Pray  

David prayed, Ps 86:11 “Unite my heart to fear your name”  

5. Above all, focus on the cross of Christ.  

Challies: “The cross shows us the depth of our sin and the height of God’s 

holiness, the purity of God’s wrath and the greatness of God’s mercy.” 

$ (Isaiah 11:1–5) "1 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and 

a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.  

2 And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and 

the fear of the LORD. 3 And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.  

 

                                       

3The Fear of God, John Bunyan, pg 18, G.A.M. Publications  
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Do you want to be like Jesus? Then pursue the fear of God.  

The proof that you are living in the HS is growth in the fear of 

God. The fear of God produces these fruits: wisdom, understanding, 

counsel, might, knowledge, and the capacity to delight in the fear of 

God.  

To the degree that the Holy Spirit rests upon you and I, we like 

Jesus will delight in the fear of God.  

The fear of God is the necessary foundation for every virtue 

Proverbs recommends.   

 


