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I. Christ, the Personification of Proverbs.  

(Colossians 2:1–5) "1 For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you and 

for those at Laodicea and for all who have not seen me face to face, 2 that their hearts 

may be encouraged, being knit together in love, to reach all the riches of full assurance 

of understanding and the knowledge of God’s mystery, which is Christ, 3 in whom are 

hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4 I say this in order that no one 

may delude you with plausible arguments. 5 For though I am absent in body, yet I am 

with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the firmness of your faith in 

Christ." 

 

We are devoting July and August to a series of sermons on Proverbs. 

Today’s sermon is introductory.  

To give you the proper perspective, I want to fly over Proverbs at 10,000 feet.  

Last Sunday I flew from San Francisco to Seattle. It was evening. The 

scenery was breathtaking. Not a cloud in the sky to obscure Mt. Shasta, the 

Sisters and Mt. Hood, then Mt. St. Helens, Mt. Adams, and Mt Rainier.  

As we approached SeaTac we flew over I-5 at about 5,000 feet. Thousands 

of cars were inching along bumper to bumper. They looked like little insects. I 

was viewing them in the context of a twenty-mile panorama in every direction. 

Each vehicle, let alone the driver, seemed small and unimportant. I thought of all 

the times I had driven that freeway. Then my view was confined to the cars in 

front and besides me. My whole world was that small space.  

Now I saw it differently. Each car was a part of something much bigger—the 

I-5 corridor and the entire South Seattle/Tacoma metropolitan area. Perspective 

changes everything.  

In the same way, the goal of this morning’s sermon is to change your 

perspective on each individual Proverb. (There are about 400 between chapter 

10 and 31). After this morning I am hoping that you will read Proverbs, in a bigger 

perspective, the light of Christ’s death and resurrection.  

Paul was a Jew. There was no NT when Paul wrote Colossians. There was 

just the OT, and Paul probably had large segments of the OT memorized.  
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The wisdom literature—Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of 

Solomon—comprise about one fifth (20%) of the OT. This means that the 

wisdom literature of the OT was very important to Paul.  

Today’s text tells us that Paul saw Christ as the personification of the 

Proverbs man. How do we know that? Verse 3, “Christ, in whom are hidden all 

the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”  

My point this morning is simple: God has hidden all the treasures of wisdom 

and knowledge— the contents of Proverbs—in Christ.  In other words, the life of 

Christ sums up the content of Proverbs.  

Let’s get even more specific: The cross of Christ sums up the life of Christ. 

Therefore, to say that “all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” are hidden in 

Christ, is to say that they are hidden in his Cross. That is because the cross 

powerfully and explicitly reveals Christ. On the cross Christ unveiled himself. He 

unveiled the treasures of wisdom and knowledge that Proverbs talks about. So, 

we conclude this simple principle.  

Main Point: Christ is the personification of Proverbs. All the treasures of 

wisdom and knowledge are hidden in Christ, i.e. in his Cross.  

Caveat: This doesn’t mean that Christ sums up every detail of Proverbs. It 

means that Christ sums up the man themes of proverbs. Here some examples—   

• The Wise person vs the Fool    

• The Industrious person vs the Sluggard. 

• The Righteous person Vs. the Wicked.   

• That the fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wisdom and Knowledge.  

• The truth that the power of  life and death are in the tongue.  

• The importance of disciplining children  

We can sum up Proverbs with the two virtues Paul mentions in this text—

wisdom and knowledge.  

Billboard  

A. WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE ARE TREASURES 

Solomon wrote Proverbs to motivate us to pursue wisdom and knowledge.  
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First Wisdom: The wisdom that concerns Solomon often sounds in Proverbs 

like old fashioned common sense. For Paul, wisdom starts with common sense, 

but it goes deeper. We can define wisdom as consisting of two ideas. 1st 

Knowing the right end. 2nd Knowing and using the right means to that end.  

Charnock: “Wisdom consists in acting for a right end…He is the wisest man that hath 

the noblest end and the fittest means, so God is infinitely wise; as he is the most 

excellent being, so he hath the most excellent end.”1   

Packer: “Wisdom in the Bible is essentially a matter of knowing the way through life: 

knowing what to aim at and how to get there, knowing what life itself is like and how to 

cope with it.”2 

Some define wisdom as the ability to use knowledge to glorify God.  

The opposite of God’s wisdom is foolishness. The fool pursues the wrong 

end with the wrong means. He doesn’t know to use knowledge to build up.  

Second Knowledge: God has also hidden the treasures of knowledge in 

Christ. The knowledge that interests Solomon is not scientific knowledge. It’s not 

the knowledge of history. It is not the knowledge of mathematics. It is the 

knowledge of God.  

It starts with head knowledge, with theology, but it is never complete without 

the experiential knowledge that comes from illumination.  

In Proverbs the ignorant person is the simpleton, or the sluggard, or the fool.   

Proverbs consistently describes wisdom and knowledge as treasures.  

(Proverbs 2:3–10) "3 yes, if you call out for insight and raise your voice for 

understanding, 4 if you seek it like silver and search for it as for hidden treasures, 5 

then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God.  

Notice that the knowledge of God is a treasure and it is hidden.  

(Proverbs 3:13–18) "13 Blessed is the one who finds wisdom, and the one who gets 

understanding, 14 for the gain from her is better than gain from silver and her profit 

better than gold. 15 She is more precious than jewels, and nothing you desire can 

                                            

1 The Existence and Attributes of God, Stephen Charnock, Baker, 1979, Vol 1, pg 507, italics mine 

2 J.I. Packer, Praying,  (Downers Grove, IVP, 2006) pg 131  
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compare with her. 16 Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and 

honor. 17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. 18 She is a 

tree of life to those who lay hold of her; those who hold her fast are called blessed." 

Here again, wisdom is a treasure. The benefits of possessing it are immense.  

It also is hidden. It must be found.  

B. WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE ARE HIDDEN 

Proverbs assumes our fallen condition.  

Paul assumes our fallen condition.  

Because we are fallen we enter life as ignorant fools. We are not born with 

biblical wisdom or biblical knowledge.  

 A non-Christian can pick up street wisdom without God. A non-Christian can 

acquire academic knowledge without God.  

But God’s wisdom and knowledge will be completely hidden from him. This 

does not mean that the non-believer cannot intellectually understand God’s 

wisdom and knowledge. He can! In fact, he can regurgitate it on a test and get an 

A, and yet still be in the dark.  

What happens when God takes his wisdom and knowledge out of hiding, 

when he takes it out of the closet? Illumination occurs.  

Illumination is the missing ingredient that brings wisdom and knowledge out 

of hiding.  

How can one know that he has illumination? First, he will love God because 

he will see the beauty of his wisdom and knowledge. He will increasingly see it 

as a Treasure worth losing everything to possess.  

Second, he will have an increasing level of conviction about the Truth and 

importance of God’s wisdom and knowledge. He will be willing to suffer to defend 

it, to acquire it.   

Odyssey Marine Expeditions is a company whose sole mission is to discover 

wrecked ships containing treasure. There are over 3 million. They will spend 

hundreds of millions to find one sunken vessel. How about you and I?  
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Proverbs describes the pursuit of wisdom and knowledge as a treasure hunt. 

What will we spend to acquire spiritual treasure? 

The details about these treasures, as Solomon unveils them in Proverbs, will 

be discussed in the sermons of the next few weeks.  

C. WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE ARE HIDDEN IN CHRIST 

ESV Study Bible: “Paul emphasizes that Christ is the ultimate storehouse of divine 

wisdom and spiritual knowledge.”3 

Why did Paul write Col 2:3 “Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of 

wisdom and knowledge?” What was he after? Did he really mean that in Christ is 

a summary of the Wisdom Books? Yes, that is what he meant.   

More specifically, when Paul said that God has hidden his wisdom and 

knowledge in Christ, he was thinking of the cross. Lets pause to look at how God 

has hidden both his wisdom and his knowledge in the cross.  

First, God has hidden all the treasures of Wisdom in the cross.  

(1 Corinthians 1:21–24) "21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 

God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those 

who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach 

Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are 

called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. “ 

How about knowledge? God has hidden all the treasures of knowledge in the 

cross.  

• The cross shows us the holiness of God.  

• The cross reveals the perfect justice of God.  

• The cross is a display of the wrath of God.  

• The cross reveals to all men the love of God that surpasses 

knowledge.  

• The cross is a demonstration of the grace of God.  

• The cross shows us the faithfulness of God. God swears to his own 

hurt and does not change.  

                                            

3 Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 2296. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esvsb?ref=BibleESV.Col2.3&off=146&ctx=owledge+(vv.+4%E2%80%9323)%2c+~Paul+emphasizes+that
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You want wisdom? Look at the cross.  

You want knowledge? Look at the cross.  

D. ACQUIRING WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE.  

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of Knowledge” (Pr. 1:7).  

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wisdom” (Pr 9:10).  

What is the connection between the fear of God and these treasures?  

You can fear God and not know God. If your fear drives you away from God, 

it is the not the fear of God that the Holy Spirit imparts. It is a carnal fear.  

By contrast, you can’t deeply know God and not fear him. You can be a 

Christian and not fear God, but as you mature spiritually you will increasingly fear 

God.  

What is the fear of God?  

The fear of God is an expression of faith. It is the opposite of despising God.  

The fear of God takes God very seriously. It wholeheartedly believes that 

God is deeply involved in every detail of our lives.  

The fear of God also wholeheartedly believes that there are consequences 

for our actions.  

The fear of God believes in a really big God.  

The fear of God believes that God is infinitely holy.  

The fear of God believes that God infinitely sovereign.  

The fear of God believes that God is infinitely good.  

The fear of God never takes their eye off of the reality of final judgment.  

The fear of God unlocks the treasures of wisdom and knowledge that are 

hidden in Christ.  

We learn the fear of God at the cross of Christ.  

My point this morning is simple: God has hidden all the treasures of wisdom 

and knowledge— the contents of Proverbs—in Christ.  In other words, the life of 
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Christ sums up the content of Proverbs. The fear of God is the key to these 

treasures.  

Examples:  

(Proverbs 13:16) " Every prudent man acts with knowledge, but a fool flaunts his folly."   

(Proverbs 14:27) "The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, that one may turn away from 

the snares of death." 

 (Proverbs 24:3–4) "By wisdom a house is built, and by understanding it is established; 

4 by knowledge the rooms are filled with all precious and pleasant riches." 


